
 

Spirit Sightings 
Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

Special dates to note 

 April 6 & 11, Lent book 
discussion  

 April 9 Palm Sunday 

 April 9 Pentecost 1 
Planning Meeting 

 April 13 Maundy 
Thursday service 

 April 14 Good Friday 
service 

 April 16 Easter  
Worship followed by  
continental breakfast 

 April 23 Pastor Teri’s 
final Sunday 

 April 28 & 29 PW 
Rummage Sale 

 April 30 Immigration 
discussion led by Fr. 
Corey Brost  

. 
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One of the session’s goals for 2017 is to host quarterly forums on topics 
or issues that are of interest to the whole community. The forum  
currently being planned is on the topic of immigration, which the Easter 
team had also chosen as their mission/education focus—the Holy Spirit 
at work, for sure, in these two separate groups feeling called to discuss 
the same thing! 
 
The purpose of these forums is of course to help us all come to better 
understanding of the topic at hand. We will seek together both the best 
information available and the direction that the gospel points us. But 
even more importantly, we think that we, as the church, have a  
responsibility and a privilege to take the lead in modeling healthy  
community. So a major part of the forum experience will be listening 
and learning from each other, communicating in ways that build up  
rather than tear down, trying to bridge the divide that has widened in 
our communities and nation.  
 
We believe that it is possible to change the tone of our life together to 
one of mutual respect, curiosity about the positions and motivations of 
others, and hope. And we believe it is the role of Christians to model 
that respect, curiosity, and hope.  
 
We are called to love our neighbors, including our enemies, as our-
selves. We are called to help build the kingdom of God here on earth as 
it is in heaven. We are called to follow by grace, being living examples 
of Christ’s welcome…including offering “challenge and opportunity.”  
 
We will all be challenged in these forum conversations, for sure. Our 
hope is that we will also grow in grace as we learn, as we model healthy 
communication, and as we seek Christ’s way of justice, grace, and love 
on issues that can so easily divide. Please plan to join us for the forums, 
and to invite your neighbors of all religious and political persuasions, so 
we can learn how to converse, disagree, learn, and live together in  
unity. 
 

 



 Season Teams 2017  
 
There is still time to sign up for 2017 Season Teams!  You too can join in the study,  
creativity, mission and fellowship that is a Season Team.  It’s a chance to work with people you 
might not know well, deepen your spiritual life and church experience, and make your voice 
and the ideas God has given you heard.  If you can’t do the work of being on a team but still 
want to participate, you can be a Consultant.  Team Consultants attend the planning meeting at 
the beginning of the season and then can decide how to be involved as the season progresses - 
offering input, praying behind the scenes, etc..  This is a great way for those who don’t have the 
means to be on a team (energy, driving, physical limitations, etc.) to have a part and a voice in 
the life of the church during a season.  Remember, you MUST attend the planning meeting in 
order to serve as a member or consultant on a team.  Also note that you do not need to be in 
attendance every Sunday of a season. 
 
The Pentecost 1 team would love to have you join them (planning meeting April 9) and  
Pentecost 2 has many slots open for you to serve as member or consultant (planning meeting 
June 5).  Take a look at the sign-up sheets posted across from the church office and choose 
which team(s) you would like to join. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Palm Sunday            April 9 - 10:00 am 
 
 

Maundy Thursday  April 13 - 7:30 pm 
  Celebration of the Last Supper 

 
 

Good Friday            April 14 - 7:30 pm 
  Tenebrae / Service of Darkness 

   
     
 

Easter Sunday 
April 16 

 
The Resurrection of our Lord 

10:00 am 
Worship / Communion  

 
 

11:30 am 
Continental Breakfast and 

Celebration of our Risen Lord 
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Last fall during the Harvest 2 season, Ann Kim gave a wonderful testimony about 

her gratitude for what God has provided in her life. In her testimony Ann refer-

enced The Golden Mountain: The Autobiography of a Korean Immigrant 1895 – 

1960  written by her father, Easurk Emsen Charr.   Recently Ann gifted a copy of 

the book to our church library and it is now available for checkout.  

The Garden Ministry is in need of extra hands to tend our plots. All the produce that is  
harvested from our garden goes to the Palatine Food Pantry. To learn more about this  
important ministry, please talk to Lyn Nawrot, Jim Ekeberg, Marge Pearson,  or Curt Peterson 
to see what's involved.  

It seems that this is a recurring thing for me to do. Say farewell to, yet another, leader of our 

blessed church.  

 

The PNC team of 2012 sorted and reviewed many Pastor Information Forms (PIF). At the end 

of all that, they presented Teri to the congregation as our new pastor. Believe it or not, she has 

been with us for 4 years. During her time with us, she has helped us heal and guided us through 

the changes we needed to make. Today, we are in a better place doing things differently.  

 

However, now the time has come for her to move on and continue her faith journey in  

Scotland. We are a strong congregation. This is just another new beginning on our journey. We 

are the church - not Teri or any of the other pastors that have led this congregation over the last 

50 plus years.  

 

Teri - we will miss you. We wish you the very best as you leave us and start the next part of 

your faith journey. Go with God and all our love.  

 

Please join in the celebration of Teri’s time with us on Sunday, April 23 during worship that 

will have special music and fellowship that will undoubtedly have cake.  

 

Kelly Gordon, Clerk of Session 
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In the pews, you might see green cards that invite you to 

consider how you have offered a gift of service this week or 

month. Whether you volunteered for something here at 

church or elsewhere, please fill out that card and place it in 

the offering plate as a way to mark that our time is  a gift 

from God, which we return to God in gratitude. We are  

invited to offer our whole selves, out of God’s abundant 

blessing, and marking our offering of service is one way we 

do that. 

For the month of March, an offering of 79.5 volunteer hours 

have been reported. 
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Members:  Deanna Brown, Kathy Ekeberg, Jane Hollander, Anita Kern; consultants Nancy 

Barkman and Dianne Shields 

 

April 16 to May 28 

 

Theme:  Open 

 

The scripture readings during the Easter season focus on  “opening” ourselves to the Lord.  

Each week members of the season team will share testimonials during worship.  We hope that 

Christian Education opportunities and our mission focus will help us open our minds to the 

plight of immigrants & refugees around the world.   Fr. Corey Brost will speak after worship on 

April 30, highlighting his work with immigrants.  We will be using “A Guide to Welcoming the 

Stranger”, a publication from Church Between Borders. 

 

On May 1, we plan to join the May Day Rally at Daly Plaza in  

Chicago, organized by the Chicago Federation of Labor.  We will take 
the train downtown as a group, enjoy lunch and then end the day with 
the rally.  Mark your calendars to join us! 

Easter 



 
From Bruce Churchill, Elder 
 
Nothing is so powerful to the human mind as a great and 
sudden change. 

Mary Wollstonecraft Shelly – author of  
Frankenstein first published in 1818. 

 
We are in a period of change as we prepare for Teri’s leaving for a new assignment in 

Scotland and as we search for our next pastor.  But change is not new to us!  Here are some of 
the changes that have taken place in the last four years with Teri’s leadership. 

 
 We have developed and adopted a statement of purpose that accurately reflects who we are.  

We are found by grace….We are fed by grace….So we follow by grace. 
 We changed the way our church is run day by day by developing and adopting a seasonal 

structure and eliminating most standing committees. 
 We pared our roles to accurately reflect the size of our church. 
 We reduced the number of deacons and elders to reflect the size of our church.  
 Each season we develop mission projects that are based on scripture and reflect who we are. 
 The Harvest 2 season team develops and administers the annual stewardship campaign. 
 We read the Bible in 90 days! 
 We have generated a small budget surplus each of the last four years. 
 
We all fear change. As Winston Churchill said “Fear keeps us focused on the past or worried 
about the future. If we can acknowledge our fear, we can realize that right now we are okay.”  
We are okay!  Our church is not just a building. Our church is the staff and all of us that  
worship in that building, our church family. We are a strong caring family. Teri has provided us 
wonderful spiritual leadership.  She has helped us to accept our past and to make us strong.  We 
celebrated our first 50 years and now we are looking forward to good things in the next 50!  
With God’s help, we will find our next pastor and then we will move into the next chapter in 
the book that God has written for us. 
 
So, what does this have to do with stewardship?  The stewardship team each month looks at 
receipts and disbursements and tries to identify the “why” if there is a change in receipts and/or 
disbursements. In both January and February disbursements were greater than receipts, about 
$1000 each month. There were no unusual disbursements in January and February, so now we 
have to look at receipts.  This deficit, -$2,027, is roughly the same amount that we are behind 
budget in pledged offering at the end of February (-$2,198).  At this time last year, 2016, we 
were about $500 over budget.  Has an uncertain future affected giving?  Honestly, we don’t 
know.  All we can do is reassure you that we are okay!  The search is in process and we are 
praying that the right person is out there and that we can quickly locate that person and be  
without a pastor for a very short time. 
 
Whether you are attending church regularly or come when you are able, whether you are a 
member or a guest, there are several giving options available to you. You can place your  
offering into the offering plate on Sunday, or you can mail it to the church office, or you can 
have your bank mail us a check on a regular basis, or you can use the giving page on our web 
page www.palatinepres.org to make an offering.   
 
 
(continued on page 6) 
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http://www.palatinepres.org


 

 

 
 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing  
 

Since 1949, Presbyterians have joined with other Christians through the One Great Hour of 
Sharing (OGHS) offering to extend God’s love to people experiencing need.  Our gifts  
support ministries of disaster response, refuse assistance/resettlement, and community  
development.  OGHS helps people find safe refuge, start new lives and work together to 
strengthen their families and communities.  The Presbyterian Hunger Program  receives 36% 
of the undesignated OGHS gifts, while the Self-Development of People  and Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance (PDA) each receives 32%.  The rapid response of PDA both financially 
and with rapid response teams to assist victims of catastrophic events around the world are 
made possible by funding from OGHS. 
 
The One Great Hour of Sharing offering will be received on Palm Sunday, April 9. 
 

PADS 
 
Since Wednesday, October 5, our doors have been open to the homeless in our community, 
providing shelter, meals and fellowship every Wednesday.  We are always in need of  
volunteers.  If you would like to volunteer to work a shift or need more information about 
volunteering, please contact Deanna Brown (847-858-1776/ deannabrown60@yahoo.com) or 
Elaine Schmucker (847-776-5816).  During the month of March, we welcomed 147 guests to 
our site. 
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Continued from page 5 
 
I’ll close with a prayer that George Craig brought to our attention not too long ago. 
 
A Steward's Prayer  
Our heavenly Father, throughout this day help me to remember that a very real portion of your 
Kingdom has been placed in my keeping. Therefore, teach me to love you:  
With all my heart... that I may love those whom you love, giving back to the most unlovable 
and difficult, your own everlasting mercy and compassion;  
With all my soul...that I may seek fresh ways in which your divine power may surge through 
my commonplace routine from morning till night; With all my strength...that my hands may 
work the works of God who sent me, that my energy may be poured out for the needs of your 
family, until all I own or earn or gain may be spent in a stewardship of loving kindness; and,  
With all my mind...that I may think your thoughts from moment to moment, making beautiful 
and significant each expenditure, always placing you first, that your Kingdom may come 
through my sharing, my caring, my daring for your name's sake. Amen. 



 

for peacemakers 

for our PADS volunteers 

for our Kids Hope mentors and 
prayer partners 
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Barbara Churchill, recovering from eye surgery 

 

an end to discrimination 
 

an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the 
world 

 
those who have suffered a loss due to natural  

disaster 
 

 refugees 
 

all who are homeless 
 

Carol Reagan, the Bastiani family, Chris Barr, Judy 
Bovenmyer,  Jack Bovenmyer, Van Brokaw and 

Kathy Bradley for continued healing 
 

      peace in our hearts, our families, our  
communities, our  

nation & our world 
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   Presbyterian Women 

 Rummage Sale and Bake Sale 
     Friday, April 28, 5-8pm 

     Saturday, April 29, 8:30-1pm 
 

It's time to start collecting clothing and household 
items you no  

longer need which may be useful to others. They can be left in the craft area  
beginning Monday, April 24. 

 
We would also love your baked goods! They are a big attraction! 

 
We can use help with set up Monday through Thursday, during the sale on  

Friday and Saturday and with cleanup at 1pm after the sale. 
 

Income from the rummage sale is used to support PCOP and outside mission organizations. 

Photo from PW Retreat  March 25, 2017 

PW is going to continue the Enneagram study begun at the retreat, on: 

April 1, 1-5pm 
April 2, 12:30-2:30pm 
April 4, 7-9pm 
April 9, 5-7pm 
April 17, 7-9pm 
April 18, 5-9pm 

 



 

9 9  8 9 

 
At the beginning of each year, Session sets a series of goals to work on as a body.  One goal 
for 2017 is to improve communication between Session and the congregation as a whole.  One 
way we are seeking to accomplish that is with a quarterly “State of the Congregation” update.  
It is my pleasure to deliver the first one here this morning. 
 
I believe that the state of our congregation is BLESSED! 
 
I believe we are blessed for the following reasons: 

We are blessed with God’s grace through the love we show each other - along with the love 
we share with the community around us. 

We are blessed to have a sacred space to gather within.  
We are blessed with the talent and energy to raise a joyful noise.  
We are blessed to have members who answer the call to join a Season Team to shepherd us 

in our spiritual growth 
We are blessed to have a teaching elder who challenges us to strengthen our relationship 

with God. 
We are blessed to have been entrusted by God to be faithful stewards of the variety of  

resources at our disposal.  
How blessed is this Body of Christ? – ABUNDANTLY!  

 
As I mentioned, Session has set some goals for 2017.  Allow me to share them now so that we 
as a Body of Christ can work as one over the course of the year to meet them.    

 
Goal 1: Be intentional about improving and nurturing congregational communication and 

care.  An example is the planned quarterly “State of the Congregation” updates such as 
this. 

Goal 2: Have a least one event per season outside of the building.  This can take the form a 
simple fellowship event or a mission project with the hope of engaging with the  
community around us. 

Goal 3: Each season, have a fellowship event with a meal that is intended for the whole 
congregation to participate in as well as looking to invite the greater community when 
possible.   

Goal 4: Host at least three (3) forums/discussions on key current and relevant issues while 
modeling civil conversation and making space for all to practice listening, learning, and 
speaking in ways that build community rather than create division around difficult  
issues.  An example would be the work currently being undertaken to host a forum to 
discuss immigration. 

Goal 5: Have at least one event that is for the benefit of the greater community.  This can 
take the form of a concert or other happening. 

Goal 6: Call a new pastor / teaching elder that will work to ensure we continue to be Found 
by Grace, Fed by Grace, and Follow by Grace. 

 
Again I say, the state of our congregation is blessed.  May those blessings continue to grow as 
we work and seek to share them more broadly. 
 

Amen! 

Tom Kenter, Elder 

State of the Congregation 
March 19, 2017 

 
At the beginning of each year, Session sets a series of goals to work on as a body.  One goal 
for 2017 is to improve communication between Session and the congregation as a whole.  One 
way we are seeking to accomplish that is with a quarterly “State of the Congregation” update.  
It is my pleasure to deliver the first one here this morning. 
 
I believe that the state of our congregation is BLESSED! 
 
I believe we are blessed for the following reasons: 
 We are blessed with God’s grace through the love we show each other - along with the love 

we share with the community around us. 
 We are blessed to have a sacred space to gather within.  
 We are blessed with the talent and energy to raise a joyful noise.  
 We are blessed to have members who answer the call to join a Season Team to shepherd us 

in our spiritual growth. 
 We are blessed to have a teaching elder who challenges us to strengthen our relationship 

with God. 
 We are blessed to have been entrusted by God to be faithful stewards of the variety of  

resources at our disposal.  
 How blessed is this Body of Christ? – ABUNDANTLY!  
 
As I mentioned, Session has set some goals for 2017.  Allow me to share them now so that we 
as a Body of Christ can work as one over the course of the year to meet them.    
 Goal 1: Be intentional about improving and nurturing congregational communication and 

care.  An example is the planned quarterly “State of the Congregation” updates such as 
this. 

 Goal 2: Have a least one event per season outside of the building.  This can take the form a 
simple fellowship event or a mission project with the hope of engaging with the  
community around us. 

 Goal 3: Each season, have a fellowship event with a meal that is intended for the whole 
congregation to participate in as well as looking to invite the greater community when  
possible.   

 Goal 4: Host at least three (3) forums/discussions on key current and relevant issues while 
modeling civil conversation and making space for all to practice listening, learning, and 
speaking in ways that build community rather than create division around difficult issues.  
An example would be the work currently being undertaken to host a forum to discuss  
immigration. 

 Goal 5: Have at least one event that is for the benefit of the greater community.  This can 
take the form of a concert or other happening. 

 Goal 6: Call a new pastor / teaching elder that will work to ensure we continue to be Found 
by Grace, Fed by Grace, and Follow by Grace. 

 

Again I say, the state of our congregation is blessed.  May those blessings continue to grow as 

we work and seek to share them more broadly. 

 

Amen! 

 

Tom Kenter, Elder 
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Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group at Billy’s 

Pancake House 

10am - 12 pm 

Deacons 

2 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

7pm-12 am 

PADS 

6 

12 –7 am 

PADS 

6:30-8:30 pm 

Lent Book  

Discussion  

7 pm DPNC 

 

7 

Office closed 

 

 

 

8 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 
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Palm Sunday 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

12-3:30 pm Pentecost 1 

Planning Meeting 
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11 

6:30-8:30 pm 

Lent Book 

Discussion  

12 

9-11 am PW 

board 

7pm-12 am 

PADS 

13 

Maundy 

Thursday 

12 –7 am 

PADS 

7-7:30 pm 

Maundy 

Thursday 

service 

7 pm DPNC 

14 

Good Friday 

 

Office closed 

 

7-7:30 pm 

Good Friday 

service 

15 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

 

16 

Easter 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Continental Breakfast 

 

17 

 

18 

7-8:30 pm 

Stewardship 

 

 

19 

9:15-11:15 am 

Grace Circle 

7-9 pm  

Rebecca  Circle 

7pm-12 am 

PADS 

20 

12 –7 am 

PADS 

7 pm DPNC 

7pm Session 

21 

Office closed 

 

 

 

 

22 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

 

23 

Pastor Teri’s last Sunday 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

24 

 

 

25 

7-9:30 pm 

Session 

 

 

26 

7pm-12 am 

PADS 

27 

12 –7 am 

PADS 

7 pm DPNC 

28 

Office closed 

5-8pm PW 

Rummage 

Sale 

 

29 

10 am-1pm Rum-

mage Sale 

 

30 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship, led by 

Nancy Dolan 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

11:30am-1 pm Fr. Corey 

Brost talk on immigration 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 
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