
 

Spirit Sightings 

Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

Special dates to note 

 April 4 thru May 9, 
Adult Ed at the  
Baumgarts home 

 April 13 - PW Board 

 April 15 - 17 Wom-
en’s Retreat, St. 
Mary’s of the Lake, 
Mundelein 

 April 19 - Stewardship 

 April 20 - PW Circles 

 April 26 - Session 

 April 27-28, Final 
PADS night of the 
2015-2016 Season 

 May 13 - 14 PW 
Spring Rummage Sale 

Happy Easter! 
During the seven weeks of Eastertide, we celebrate the 
risen Christ in our midst—life and love have more power 
than violence and death! This is good news indeed. 
 

Part of the purpose of a long Easter feast-season is to remind us of what is truly  
central to our faith: that Christ is Risen. This is a season when we look for him 
in the land of the living—right here, among us. As part of that looking, we will 
join the disciples who met Jesus on the road to Emmaus and recognized him 
only in the breaking of bread—by celebrating the sacrament of communion each 
week in worship. It is at the Lord’s Table that we believe we can truly see 
Christ.  
 
It may feel unusual to celebrate communion so frequently. For most of Christian 
history, the church has shared the sacrament every Lord’s Day (Sunday), and 
this is still the practice in most Christian churches around the world. John  
Calvin, during his reform of the church in Geneva in the 1500s, insisted that 
communion be available in at least one church in town every Sunday, and  
preferably in all of them. Our order of service in the front of the hymnal says 
“The norm of Christian worship is to celebrate the Lord’s Supper on each 
Lord’s Day. If the Lord’s Supper is omitted, then (and gives instructions for 
prayer)…” (p. 8). When we come together in the sacrament of communion, we 
come most directly in contact with Christ, who promised to meet us and reveal 
himself there.  
 
Sometimes it feels as if communion will be less special to us, less meaningful, if 
we receive it more often. I would invite us all to think about this in a couple of 
different ways throughout the season, and see how we experience God’s  
presence at the table together.  
First, we do many things every week (or more, even) that are hopefully still  
meaningful to us: we say the Lord’s prayer, we hear scripture read, we sing, we 
pray. It is in the repetition of those things that they become even more  
meaningful, as we go deeper into the experience. Hopefully we don’t save  
prayer for special occasions. ;-)  
Second, at the last supper when Jesus gave bread and wine to his disciples, he 
was using the ordinary foods of life—nothing unusual or special about bread 
and wine. And he said “every time you eat of it, remember me.” Part of the  
reason for the sacrament is to continually bring us closer to Christ, to help us 
remember, and to be re-membered, put back together as his body. Encountering 
the holy meal each week will, we hope, help us to remember and be  
remembered more frequently…and ultimately, that may mean that we forget 
and fall apart less frequently.  
 
So as we gather at the Lord’s Table each Sunday, I invite you to listen and look 
for how Christ is meeting you, and meeting us together, this time. Maybe it’ll be 
a word or phrase that catches your attention differently. Maybe it’ll be a  
heightened sense of the taste of the bread, or the smell of the juice. It could be 
as simple as receiving the bread from someone you normally don’t talk to often, 
or seeing someone new (or whom you haven’t seen in a long time!) in the line 
next to you. We know that Christ is present, and that the table is where he will 
reveal himself to us, more and more each time. May we encounter him there, 
and be filled with his body so that we can be his Body on earth. 

April 2016 
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The Garden team is always looking for individuals to help tend 

the PCOP gardens.  If you feel this ministry is something you 

want to be part of, please contact Lyn Nawrot (224-578-2202).  

The produce that is grown in the church plots is donated to the 

Township of Palatine Food Pantry.  Individuals receiving  

assistance from the Pantry are able to get fresh produce in  

addition to the canned and boxed staples they currently receive. 

Do you know Rev. Teri’s favorite animal?   See page 5 for the answer. 

 

Garden Ministry 
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PADS Ministry 

Our doors are open every Wednesday evening through April 27 

to the homeless in our community as a PADS site, providing 

shelter, meals and fellowship.  Throughout the season please 

keep in your prayers the many volunteers from our church and 

the community who staff and provide meals and supplies for this 

ministry, and especially our homeless guests. 

In the pews, you might see green cards that invite you to 

consider how you have offered a gift of service this week or 

month. Whether you volunteered for something here at 

church or elsewhere, please fill out that card and place it in 

the offering plate as a way to mark that our time is  a gift 

from God, which we return to God in gratitude. We are  

invited to offer our whole selves, out of God’s abundant 

blessing, and marking our offering of service is one way we 

do that. 

For the month of March, an offering of 70.5 volunteer hours 

have been reported! 



 

Stewardship is more than about the money.  Stewardship is also about giving of our time 
and our talents.  We focus on the gift of treasure (money) because it is measureable and we 
have a staff to pay and a building to maintain. We do not have a good way to measure the 
gifts of time and talent.  Intuitively we know that things are getting done.  We have filled all 
open positions for the Board of Deacons and the Session. The Season Teams are continuing 
with most teams fully staffed and consultants helping out.  PADS is in full swing and each 
week all positions are filled.  PW is an active ministry that involves about 30 women 
monthly.  Kids Hope is going well and we have added a new mentor this year. This is a tre-
mendous testimony to freely giving our time and talents.  Thank you to all who support our 
ministries.   

At the March Stewardship/Finance meeting, Tom Kenter agreed to be the 2016 Moderator 
for this team. Traditionally the Moderator of this team is a Ruling Elder to assure good  
two-way communication between the Session and the team.  Tom is a Ruling Elder of the 
class of 2016.  We are very thankful for Tom’s willingness to take on this role in addition to 
being Moderator of Personnel/Administration and Moderator of Nominating. 
 
Have you noticed that the Lent Team has changed the way we take our collection each  
Sunday?  The three ushers, not four as were previously required, pass the plate to the person 
on the aisle and request that the plate be passed to the opposite end of the pew so that each 
person in the pew has an opportunity to touch the offering plate and to put in either the  
regular offering, a special offering or a spirit led offering.  A spirit led offering is an  
offering that is in addition to any regular offering we make and is a result of the grace of 
God guiding us to make an offering because we can.  Sometimes it might be the last dollar 
or two that we have in our wallet.  I can’t think of anyone better to share these dollars with 
than our church! 
 
During our March Stewardship meeting and during the Session meeting we review the 
statements that are produced by Treasurer George Craig each month. In March we reviewed 
the February statements.  We are happy to report that at the end of February receipts are 
greater than expenses by a total of $5,698.97.   We also review the Financial Secretary’s 
Report which is prepared by Linda Baumgart.  This report also contains good news.   
Although the total pledged in 2016 is lower than 2015 by about $20,600, the value of the  
average pledge is up $636!  Multiply that by the 46 monetary pledges and this small group 
has actually pledged $29,256 more than last year!  
 
The Stewardship team is many times the first to get financial news.  This is the case with 
the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  In coin, cash, check and electronic funds we  
donated a total of $2157.29!  This is awesome!  We are an awesome church! 

All things come from you, and of your own we have given you. 1 Chronicles 29:14 
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Pentecost 1 Team 

May 15th thru July 10th 

 

Gifted for God’s Purpose is 

the theme for the Pentecost 

season. In the scriptures we 

will be reading, we will be 

looking at the different gifts 

that God had given and how 

they were used, or maybe not 

used because they were not 

understood.  It is in these 

scriptures that we find that the 

ultimate purpose of God’s gift 

is for building up the body and 

living together in unity. 

 

Worship- 

May 15th - we will celebrate 

Pentecost! 

May 22nd – Bible in 90 Days 

Kickoff.  We will be reading 

the first half of the bible during 

our season. 

Communion by intinction will 

be served weekly with Home 

Communion being served on 

May 15, June 19 and July 10. 

Education-Starting June 6th on 

Mondays at 7pm, there will be 

a reading group to talk about 

what we have read in the bible 

that week.  Hopefully, we can 

meet outside at the church! 

TOP is back! Starts June 9th on 

Thursdays at 6:30pm.  Meets 

on the patio at Emmett’s 

(unless it rains or is too cold, 

and then it is inside). 

 

Mission- 

We will be supporting the  

Garden Ministry.  Looking for 

volunteers to either take over a 

plot, or do weeding and  

watering when needed.   

Project Appletree.  Start  

collecting those coupons for 

school supplies! This mission 

project helps to supply needed 

school items to children in the 

community. This collection 

will start July 3. 

 

Fellowship- 

Save the date!  PICNIC July 

10th1  

 

Misc- 

If there is a certain Sunday that 
you would like to usher, serve 

in the nursery or at the wel-
come center, please let us 
know. 

More to come! 

Your Pentecost Season team, 

Barb & Bruce Churchill, 
Marge Pearson, Jan Anderson, 

& Lyn Nawrot 
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One Great Hour of  

Sharing 

___________________ 

The West Africa  

Inititative 

Since 2007, the West Africa 

Initiative (WAI) has assisted 

in the rebuilding and  

rehabilitation of Liberia and 

Sierra Leone following 

years of civil wars.  The 

three programs supported by 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

(Presbyterian Disaster  

Assistance, The  

Presbyterian Hunger  

Program, and Self-

Development of People) 

have worked together with 

the people in West Africa to 

improve their lives and 

communities. 

Your generous and  

consistent gifts to OGHS are 

joined with the gifts of  

creativity, expertise, and  

commitment of our church 

partner in West Africa to 

strengthen and reinforce 

sustainable development 

and food security. 

Total donations to OGHS 

from PCOP is  $2157.29. 



 

Rev. Teri’s favorite animal is a panda!   

for the baptism of Caleb Edward and Ainslie Eloise, children of 

Robin & Joe Dillon 

for the baptism of Ewan Graham, son of Nicki & Jeremy Walton 

for the gift of Jesus Christ 

for peacemakers 

for our PADS Leadership Team 

for our KIDS Hope Mentors and Prayer Partners 
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We Give Thanks to God…. 

We Pray for … 

our nation’s leaders 

 

an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the world 

 

peace 

 

Syrian refugees 

 

the school girls kidnapped in Nigeria and for their families 

 

Christians in the Middle East 

 

all who are homeless 

 

Rich Chierico, Judy Bovenmyer, Lucille Van Dyke, Rev. Kathy  

Collier, Ron Roemer, Jack Bovenmyer, Van Brokaw and Kathy 

Bradley for continued healing 

 

peace in our hearts, our families, our communities, our nation and 

our world 
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Easter  Team 

March 27 - May 14 

 

Everything is Different Now 
 

Everything IS different now!  As we  

experience the wonder, joy and  

transformation of the empty tomb, we 

find ourselves invited to participate in 

God’s good work.  To be the light that 

shines in the darkness that the darkness 

cannot overcome.  To know that God is 

with us through the pain and works to 

transform that pain into joy.  To  

understand that we are called to stand 

with those in pain and be the light and 

love of Christ for them. 

 

Adult Education:  Join us to learn about 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS, led by Pastor Teri. 

 When:  Monday evenings , Apr il 4 

through May 9, at 7-8:30 pm 

 Where:  at the home of Linda and 

John Baumgart 

 God doesn't call the equipped, God 

equips the called! 

 

On Monday evenings during the season of  

Easter, we will gather over dessert and 

coffee to learn more about the Holy Spirit, 

and how the Spirit works in our individual 

lives and in the church.  We will learn 

what it means that “faith” is a gift of the 

Spirit, and why when we talk about  

spiritual gifts we so often think of  

speaking in tongues.  We will explore  

different gifts the Spirit gives through 

scripture, in our church, and to each of us.  

Gifts from the Spirit are not static - they 

may change throughout our lives, as God 

places new callings before us.  Some even 

say that the best way to discern a call is to 

look at your gifts!  Come on Monday 

nights and unwrap some present from the 

best gift-giver of all! 

 

Mission opportunity: 

 SUMMER SUPPLY PACKS for our 

PADS GUESTS:  Please consider  

donating the following items for  

summer packs:  reusable water bottles, 

insulated if possible, packs of hand 

wipes, sunscreen  and socks. 

 ASSISTANCE FOR HIGH 

SCHOOL STUDENTS WITH  

INSECURE HOUSING:  NEEDED: 

peanut butter, jelly, granola bars.  

We are working with other area 

churches and the Township Food  

Pantry to offer those food items,  

always in short supply at the Food 

Pantry, to students in need.  

 T.A.P. DONATIONS (Transient  

Assistance Program):  We are  

asking for donations to this program as 

we team with other area churches to 

offer a meal and/or hotel room for 

those in crisis situations.  Envelopes 

will be provided in the pews and under 

the bulletin board.  Please make checks 

paying to PCOP noting TAP on the 

memo line. 

 

You will find bins under the bulletin board 

for your donations.  Thank you! 

 

Please consider how you would like to 

participate in worship during the Easter 

season.  In the entryway you will find sign

-up sheets for usher, liturgist, nursery 

helper and welcome center. 

 

Bev Auer, Linda & John Baumgart, Kathy 

Ekeberg, Jane Hollander; Clarissa and 

Neil Photikarmbumrung, Consultants 



 

 

Spring Rummage Sale 

 

_______________________ 

 

This year’s spring  

Rummage and Bake Sale 

is scheduled for Friday and 

Saturday, May 13 and 14.  

You may bring donations 

beginning Sunday, May 1, 

and leave them in the back 

area of the craft room.   

Set-up will start on Monday, 

May 9 and continue 

throughout the week.  Help 

is needed for sorting and 

pricing, working at the sale 

and especially for clean up 

following the sale starting at 

1 pm on Saturday, May 14. 
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 Celebrate the 2015-2016 

PADS Season 
 

Sunday, May 1  
 

Worship 10:00 a.m. 
 

Celebration Reception 

11:30 a.m. 
Cosby Room, Main Level of 

the Church 

Everyone is invited! 



  
Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Office closed 

2 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group, Billy’s  

Pancake House 

3 

9-9:30 am Choir warm up 

10-11 am Worship with  

baptism 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30 am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA Ministry 

4 

7-8:30 pm Adult 

Ed, Baumgarts 

house 

5 6 

7 pm-12 am PADS 

7 

12 -7 am PADS 

8 

   Office closed 

9 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

10 

9-9:30 am Choir warm up 

10-11 am Worship  

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30 am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

11 

7-8:30 pm Adult 

Ed, Baumgarts 

house 

12 13 

9-11 am PW 

Board 

 

7 pm-12 am PADS 

14 

12 -7 am PADS 

15 

   Office closed 

 

Women’s  

Retreat, St. Mary’s 

16 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

Women’s  

Retreat, St. 

Mary’s 

17 

Women’s  

Retreat, St. Mary’s 

 

9-9:30 am Choir warm up 

10-11 am Worship  

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30 am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA Ministry 

18 

7-8:30 pm Adult 

Ed, Baumgarts 

house 

19 

7-8:30 pm  

Stewardship 

20 

9:30 –11:30 am 

Grace Circle 

 

7-9 pm  

Rebecca Circle 

 

7 pm-12 am PADS 

 

 

 

21 

12 -7 am PADS 

22 

   Office closed 

 

 

23 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

24 

9-9:30 am Choir warm up 

10-11 am Worship  

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30 am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

25 

7-8:30 pm Adult 

Ed, Baumgarts 

house 

26 

7-9:30 pm Session 

27 

7 pm-12 am PADS 

28 

12 -7 am PADS 

29 

Office closed 

30 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

8


