
 

Spirit Sightings 
Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

Special dates to note 

 December 4 and 11 - 
Christian Education 
with lunch 

 December 10 - PW 
Cookie Walk 

 December 21 -  
Longest night service 

 December 24 -  
Christmas Eve  
Candlelight service 

 December 25 -  
Christmas Day service 

Last week we turned the page into a new liturgical year, with the 
beginning of the season of Advent. In a few weeks we will turn to a 
new calendar year, too. We in the church find ourselves in a bit of 
an in-between season, as we practice waiting and preparation while 
the world around us practices consumption, and as we celebrate the 
new thing God is doing while the world around us looks to the end 
of something already in progress. Many around us grieve the loss of 
many cultural icons this year, and many more grieve personal losses 
of loved ones, relationships, homes or jobs, pets, a sense of safety, 
or future possibilities. And in the midst of honoring that grief, we 
also look intently to see where God is breaking in. Advent means 
“beginning” or “coming”…God is tearing through the barriers, 
seeping through the cracks, and pressing word and flesh into One. 
 
We know this story, and each year we re-live it, because it has 
something new to teach us every time. We are not the same people 
we were a year ago, nor are we the same church we were a year 
ago, and we do not live in the same world we did a year ago. In  
every circumstance, in every change, God is faithful and gives us 
what we need to be faithful in return.  
 
This season, take a moment to consider who God has called us to 
be, and what God calls us to do. Our identity as the body of Christ, 
and our call to follow Christ’s way in the world, is unchanging. And 
yet the ways we know ourselves, and the way we live out that call, 
may change along the journey. This is a season of new beginnings, 
of something new coming. We can walk through this in between 
season and face God’s future unafraid, if only we can remember 
who we are: 
We are found by grace, again and again, for the Spirit is always 
calling… 
We are fed by grace at Christ’s table, where no reservations are  
necessary. 
We follow by grace, seeking to be living examples of Christ’s  
welcome… 
 
In the in-between, listen for how God might be calling you to  
participate in the new thing the Spirit brings this year, whether that 
be increased prayer or giving, serving or consulting on a team,  
answering a call to leadership, joining the choir, taking on a garden 
plot, mentoring a child, or whatever other call—however small or 
large—that Christ has in mind for you. 
 

May this be a Holy Advent, a blessed beginning, for us all. 

December 2016 
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Final round is this coming Sunday, winner announced 12/11 and sung at each service from 
then until the end of the Christmas season. 



 Season Teams 2017  
 
Thank you to everyone who has signed up for a season team.  We still need members for the 
following teams: 
 
Pentecost 1 –Scripture readings TBA 
The Holy Spirit is moving! 
 Planning meeting: April 9  
 Season: June 4 – July 22 (7 weeks) 
 
Pentecost 2 –Scripture readings TBA 
We grow with God. This season includes Labor Day. 
 Planning meeting: June 4 
 Season: July 23 – September 4 (7 weeks) 
 
Advent/Christmas –Scripture readings from Daniel, Joel, Isaiah, and Luke 
We await Christ’s incarnation yet again, making room & preparing the way. Includes Christ-
mas Eve, and may include Live Nativity if team wishes. 
 Planning meeting: October 1or 8 
 Season: December 3 – January 6 (6 weeks) 
 
We still have room for consultants on these teams: 
 
Lent –Scripture readings from Luke 9.51 – Luke 23 
We journey toward the cross, seeking God’s will. Includes Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, 
and Good Friday. 
 Planning meeting: January 8; Holy Week Planning Meeting February 26 
 Season: March 1 – April 15 (6.5 weeks) 
 
Easter –Scripture readings from Luke 24, Acts 6-8 & 15, Galatians 1-3  
Christ is Alive! We are Resurrection People! 
 Planning meeting: February 12; Holy Week Planning Meeting February 26 
 Season: April 16 – June 3 (7 weeks)   
 
 
Harvest 1 –Scripture readings from Genesis and Exodus 
We come together to hear God’s story yet again, from the beginning. 
 Planning meeting: July 23 
 Season: September 5 – October 21 (6 weeks) 
 
Harvest 2 –Scripture readings from 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, Jonah, Isaiah, Jeremiah 
We give thanks for God’s generous providing. This season includes the stewardship pledge 
campaign. 
 Planning meeting: August 27 
 Season: October 22 – December 2 (6 weeks) 
 
 
 

3 3 2 4 
4 



 

5 

Advent  Season 2016—OPENING TO THE LIGHT 
 
Advent  Season 2016—OPENING TO THE LIGHT 
 
How are you “Opening to the Light” this Advent?  Is it through scripture and devotional study?  
Is it through the music of the season?  Is it through giving of your time, talent and resources?  
Will it be through the worship services of the season?  Will it be through Communion that we 
will have through the first four weeks of Advent? Will it be through the mission opportunities?  
Or maybe it will be in a moment when you least expect it! Our congregation is on a journey this 
Advent to experience the wonder, mystery and awe of the season by opening our hearts and 
minds to the Light! 
 
Please consider making a contribution to “A Better Life for Kids” in Ghana.  Our church has 
consistently supported mission work in Ghana over the last year and has been proud to have 
folks from our congregation travel to Ghana to help with all that is needed there.  “A Better Life 
for Kids” is a mission opportunity to help orphaned kids in Ghana have needed medicine, food 
and shelter.  As we consider the story of Mary and Joseph looking for a room when it was time 
for Mary to be delivered, we have a present day story of children looking for a place to stay; a 
place to be safe.  Please consider giving generously to this project.  It will be like giving a room 
to Jesus! 
 
Also, this season, you are invited to Christian Education opportunities on Sunday, December 4th 
and Sunday, December  11th, following worship as we will be opening to the Light through  
poetry, art and music.  A light lunch will be served. 
 
--Special Worship Services: 
   -Wednesday  December 21, 2016- 7:00 p.m.   Longest Night  
   -Saturday      December 24, 2016- 5:00 p.m.    Christmas Eve Candlelight  
   -Sunday  December 25, 2016- 10:00 a.m. Christmas Day  
   -Sunday  January 1, 2017—10:00 a.m  New Year’s Day Lessons and Carols  
 
Please pick up a devotional  for the season at the church for your own personal study and  
reflection.  
 
Advent Team members are Larry Knight, Kathy Ekeberg, Curt Peterson, Robin Dillon, Nancy 
Briggs, Kara Strickland.   
 
 
 
 



 

Gift from Advent/

Christmas team 

______________________ 

 
 

Please pick up a devotional  
for the season at the church 
for your own personal study 
and reflection . 

 
 
 
 
 
. 
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In the pews, you might see green cards that invite you to 

consider how you have offered a gift of service this week or 

month. Whether you volunteered for something here at 

church or elsewhere, please fill out that card and place it in 

the offering plate as a way to mark that our time is  a gift 

from God, which we return to God in gratitude. We are  

invited to offer our whole selves, out of God’s abundant 

blessing, and marking our offering of service is one way we 

do that. 

For the month of November, an offering of  54.5 volunteer 

hours have been reported. 
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Cookie Walk 
Saturday, December 10 

Doors open at 10 am 
 

Santa Mark will be available for pictures 
 

New and gently used Christmas treasures will be available 
for purchase 

 
The following vendors will be in attendance: 

 
Luci Bags 

Jamberry 

LuLaRoe 

Usborne Books & More 

Perfectly Posh 

Origami Owl 

 



 
 

 

From Bruce Churchill, Elder 
 

 

The Harvest season is over and the Advent season has begun.  I find that during the harvest season I  

often think about the bounty that God has provided. During Harvest 2 we had the opportunity to express 

our gratitude to God by making a financial pledge and by signing up for one or two Season teams.  In 

Advent, the season of anticipation and awe, I find that my thoughts center on how lucky I am to have 

my church family and to be able to share the anticipation and awe of the birth of Jesus Christ our Savior 

with this family. 

In the first paragraph of the book Bounty, Ten Ways to Increase Giving at Your Church, authors  

Kristine Miller and Scott McKenzie state: “Stewardship is a journey that is grounded in gratitude,  

revealed in prayer, lived in faith.”   Stewardship is not something that happens only in November, it is a 

journey that continues each day of our lives as we express our gratitude to God by freely and joyfully 

giving of our time, talent and financial resources.  A phrase that we often use in our annual pledge drive 

is to prayerfully consider what you can give, because through dialog with God we can together discern 

how much of our bounty we can share with our church and other charities. This is where “lived in faith” 

comes to play.  We, PCOP, provide many opportunities to live in faith and to deepen our faith through 

worship, bible study, mission, fellowship and leadership opportunities.  Although we ask for a pledge in 

November so that we can develop the budget for the next year, we accept pledges all year long.   As you 

consider making a donation to PCOP we hope that you will think about gratitude, prayer and your faith 

life as you determine what portion of your bounty you will contribute to keep the ministries here at 

PCOP alive. 

So, what are the results of our 2017 pledge drive to date?  Through Sunday 11/20 we have received 45 

pledges consisting of 41 monetary pledges and 4 prayer pledges.  The total pledged for 2017 is 

$157,644.  

At our November Stewardship meeting Linda Baumgart reported that at the end of October we had 56 

pledges for 2016 and that 47 were monetary, 7 were prayer and 2 were no pledge.  The total pledged for 

2016 is $178,816.  Linda also reported that 17 pledges were ahead of commitment, 17 were on target, 

and 13 were behind.   The dollar value of pledges ahead is $5,940.  The dollar value of pledges behind is 

$6,577.  At the end of October, the dollar value of pledges behind is greater than pledges ahead by $637.  

This is a big improvement from September when the dollar value of behind exceed the dollar value of 

ahead by $2,486.   

At the same meeting George Craig reported that the October income is $3,714.29.  George also reported 

that the year to date income is $2.432.64.  Pledged offering received through October is $150,766.86.  

Loose offering received through October is an impressive $19,199.01.  An area that is performing better 

than budget is facility usage.  Through October, we have received fees of $30,790.00, which is 

$6,699.00 over budget.   

We can all help to make this a bountiful year for PCOP.  Please keep our ministries funded by meeting 

or exceeding your pledge.  If you are behind in your pledge, please prayerfully consider how you can 

fulfill your pledge.  If you are able, please make a yearend donation that reflects your gratitude for the 

ministries, fellowship and good works of PCOP.  As I have stated in previous articles, we are small but 

our accomplishments are mighty. 

This prayer is included in the appendix of the book Bounty, Ten Ways to Increase Giving at Your 
Church, by authors Kristine Miller and Scott McKenzie.  “O God, you know the many reasons I have 
for not wanting to serve, for not wanting to be generous.  Help me to know in my heart that you have 
brought me to this time and this place and you will provide what I need to accomplish your tasks.  Help 
me O God to have an open heart, open eyes, and open hands.  We pray in Christ, Amen.” 
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News from the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship – PC(USA) 
  

  
We give thanks for the ways that members of PPF and others in the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) have stood on the side of justice and said #NoDAPL. The Presbyterian Peace  
Fellowship delegation arrived in Standing Rock on November 21. Abby Mohaupt, former 
PCOP Seminary Intern, was among the 20 member delegation spending time there over the 
Thanksgiving weekend. You can follow their journey at http://
www.presbypeacefellowship.org/ppfatsr. 

  
We call on all people to pray for the Standing Rock community and for the resistance to the 
Black Snake of the Dakota Access Pipeline that harms the gift of our Creation. We stand 
against the intimidation and arrest of leaders who stand up nonviolently for our Gospel values 
of justice and peace for all of creation and for standing with our indigenous sisters and  
brothers whose sacred burial sites, way of life, and communities are being abused and  
mistreated in illegal and harm-filled ways. 
  

Christmas Joy Offering 
  
The Christmas Joy Offering is one of four special offerings designated by the General  
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to provide congregations direct ways of  
supporting specific causes that help those in need. This offering is shared equally by 
the Board of Pensions, which provides cr itical assistance to both active and retired  
Presbyterian Church workers and their families to meet unexpected needs, and Presbyterian-
affiliated racial ethnic schools and colleges which enable students to develop their gifts and 
find their calling. This offering will be received through the end of the Advent / Christmas 
Season. 
  

PADS 
 

On Wednesday, October 5, we opened our doors to the homeless in our community,  
providing shelter, meals and fellowship every Wednesday evening through April 30. If you 
would like to volunteer to work a shift or need more information about volunteering, please 
contact Deanna Brown (847-858-1776/ deannabrown60@yahoo.com) or Elaine  
Schmucker (847-776-5816). 

In the month of November we welcomed 117 guests to our site.  
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https://www.facebook.com/pcusa/
https://www.facebook.com/pcusa/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/nodapl?source=feed_text&story_id=10154219485219092
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tel:(847)%20858-1776
mailto:deannabrown60@yahoo.com
tel:(847)%20776-5816


 

for peacemakers 

for our PADS volunteers 

for our Kids Hope mentors and prayer partners 

for caregivers 

for the lives of Barbara Wells and Lu Noesges 
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We Give Thanks to God…. 

We Pray for … 
The families of Barbara Wells and Lu Noesges as they grieve their 

loss 

 

Chris Barr, recovering from surgery 

 

an end to discrimination 

 

Denise Anderson and Jan Edmiston, Co-Moderators  

of the 222nd PC(USA) General Assembly 

 

those who have suffered loss as a result of natural disasters 

 

an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the world 

 

Syrian refugees 

 

all who are homeless 

 

The Bastiani family, Judy Bovenmyer,   

Jack Bovenmyer, Van Brokaw and Kathy Bradley for continued 

healing 

 

      peace in our hearts, our families, our communities, our nation 

& our world 

Cookie walk is coming up on December 10.  PW needs bakers and Christmas 
treasures donations to make this a success!  Cookies can be dropped off on Friday 
between 10 am and 5 pm. 
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Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

12 –7 am 

PADS 

2 

Office closed 

3 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group at Billy’s 

Pancake House 

4 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15 am Congregational 

Meeting 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30 am Lunch & Adult 

Ed 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

5 

 

6 

7-9:30 pm 

Session 

7 

7pm-12 am 

PADS 

8 

12 –7 am 

PADS 

 

 

9 

Office closed 
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8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

9:30-11 am PW 

Cookie Walk 
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9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30 am Lunch & Adult 

ED 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

12 

9-11:30 am 

PW board 
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14 

7pm-12 am 

PADS 

9:15 am Grace  

Circle 

7-9 pm  

Rebecca  Circle 

15 

12 –7 am 

PADS 

 

 

 

16 

Office closed 

 

 

17 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

 

18 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

19 

 

20 

4-5:30 pm 

Stewardship 

21 

7-8 pm Longest 

night service 

7pm-12 am 

PADS 

 

 

 

 

22 

12 –7 am 

PADS 

23 

Office closed 

 

 

 

 

24 

Christmas Eve 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

5:00 pm Worship/

Communion 

25 

Christmas Day 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

 

26 

Office 

closed 

 

27 

Office closed 

28 

Office closed 

7pm-12 am 

PADS 

29 

Office 

closed 

30 

Office closed 

31 

New Year’s Eve 
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