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Christmas Joy Offering   
 
Christmas Joy gifts help bring about happy endings after tragedies strike. In 
2014, Elisabeth Scotland’s college graduation day turned from joy and  
celebration to trauma and heartache in an instant.  
 
After receiving her diploma from Boston University, Elisabeth, along with  
family and friends, went to a baseball game at Fenway Park. While waiting for 
an elevator, Elisabeth casually leaned against the elevator doors. The doors 
opened at the wrong time, and Elisabeth fell 20 feet down the elevator shaft. 
Her multiple injuries included a brain injury that put her in a coma for a week.  
Her parents, Rev. John and Anne Scotland, spent two months in Boston by  
Elisabeth’s side during her hospitalization and rehabilitation. The congregation 
John serves, Community Presbyterian in Brigantine, New Jersey, graciously 
granted John leave, but there were living expenses in Boston to be paid, and 
someone had to fulfill John’s pastoral duties while he was away.  
 
Thanks to a Shared Grant from the Presbytery of West Jersey and the  
Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, the Scotlands’ expenses in  
Boston were covered, and a newly ordained pastor from Community  
Presbyterian handled the congregation’s pastoral duties during John’s absence.  
Caring Presbyterians in West Jersey Presbytery rallied around the Scotlands 
with prayers and financial gifts. Another crucial component of their support 
came from Presbyterians across the country who had given to the Christmas  
Joy Offering, which supports the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions.  
 
The Christmas Joy Offering gifts also helped the Scotlands two years earlier 
when Superstorm Sandy damaged thousands of homes in their island  
community. Four feet of water flooded their basement, ruining the heating  
system, electrical panels, appliances, and other possessions. They received an 
Emergency Assistance Grant from the Board of Pensions to help with  
replacement costs.  “I think the emotional support was more important than the 
financial support,” John says. He explains that it was comforting to “know that 
somebody outside the community knew we were hurting and wanted to help.”  
 
Thankfully, life is much better these days for the Scotlands and their  
community. In early 2017, Elisabeth, now an accountant in Philadelphia,  
passed her CPA exam. Also this year, John and Anne made a gift to the  
Assistance Program to help others get the kind of help they received. “Having a 
Presbyterian family was a big blessing to us and helped us come through  
tragedy,” he says.  
 
The Christmas Joy Offering is one way the Presbyterian family blesses people 
in need. Half of your gift will help current and retired church leaders and their 
families who are in critical financial need. The other half will help Presbyterian
-related racial ethnic schools and colleges train future leaders. Your gift will 
make a difference for the church today and tomorrow. Please give generously.  
 
presbyterianmission.org/christmasjoy  

Special dates  

 December 2 -  
Presbytery  
Assembly 

 December 2 -  
Concert  

 December 9 - Cookie 
Walk 

 December 10 - Adult 
Ed 

 December 15 - Adopt a 
Family gift wrapping 

 December 17 -  
Caroling 

 December 21 - Longest 
Night Service 

 December 24 -  
Christmas Eve  
Candlelight service 
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December 9 at 9:00 am 

 

It’s almost Cookie Walk time!  ALL bakers are needed to help by preparing their  

favorite Christmas cookies for the sale.  We always run out of cookies before we run 

out of customers!  Please place your cookies in a container labeled with your name and 

type of cookie and drop them off in the craft room between 10 

am and 5 pm on Thursday, December 7, or in the Cosby Room 

between 11 am and 3 pm on Friday, December 8.  All proceeds 

from the sale go to mission projects. 

 

Presbyterian Women will also be selling Christmas treasures at 

the Cookie Walk.  Please bring your gently used ornament and 

decoration donations to the church by December 8. 



 Advent/Christmas Season 
 
December 3 – January 6 
Light for the World to See 

  
Advent is a time for us to focus on being light for the world to see and we invite each of you to 
consider what this might mean for you. The scriptures during the season proclaim God’s  
faithfulness, power, presence, and grace, giving us all that we need to prepare for the coming of 
the Light of the World and to follow in the way of Christ, becoming beacons of light for others. 

  
Worship 

 
Special Worship Services during the season include Longest Night, December 21 at 7:00 p.m.; 
Christmas Eve morning worship, 10:00 a.m.; Christmas Eve Candlelight, 4:00 p.m.; and New 
Year's Eve Lessons and Carols, 10:00 a.m.   
  
Please sign up in the entryway to serve at the Welcome Center, in the nursery, as a liturgist, and 
as an usher during Advent. Consider how you might serve and share your light with others  
during the season. Thank you! 

  
Christian Education 

 
Please join us following worship on December 10 for Adult Education as we take a look at 
Mary, mother of Jesus. Who was she and how has she been described by people over the  
centuries? Who is she to Presbyterians? To Jesus?  Jinny Chieu will lead the class. 

  
Mission 

 
During the season of Advent we will be supporting the Palatine Township Adopt-a-Family  
Program and the PC(USA) Christmas Joy Offering. 
  
The Township’s Adopt-a-Family Program provides new clothing, toys, and gifts to families 
in our community who are in need. Please stop by the poster in the entryway and select the gift
(s) you would like to provide. Bring your gifts to our wrapping party on Friday, December 15, 
or deliver them to the church by that date. 
  
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and  
celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving to the Christmas Joy  
Offering, you honor  this gift by providing assistance to cur rent and retired church  
workers in their time of need, and also by developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related 
racial ethnic schools and colleges. 
 
     Fellowship 
 
Adopt-a-Family Gift Wrapping 
We hope you will join us on Friday, December 15, at 6:00 p.m. for chili and gift wrapping! 
We’ll put creativity to the test as we wrap all of the wonderful gifts you have purchased for our 
adopted families. The Advent team will provide chili and beverages and ask that, if so inclined, 
you bring cookies or a simple dessert, and BYOWP! (bring your own wrapping paper). 
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Harvest 2 Season 
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“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” was our theme this season. We truly realized this 
season as a result of you, our church family. 
  
The Harvest 2 team would like to thank our church family for all of the fellowship goodies  
supplied this season. We also would like to thank those who served as liturgists, ushers, at the 
welcome center, and in the nursery. A special thanks to Bill, Robin, Carol, and Anita for  
sharing their testimonies. 
  
We started out the season with a Harvest potluck dinner and learned more about Wings 
(Women in Need Growing Stronger) from a guest speaker. This season we also honored the 
500 Year Anniversary of the Reformation through classes taught by The Rev. Joe Morrow. 
Each of the classes were well attended and wonderful discussions took place. We supported the 
Palatine Township Needy Family Fund with three Thanksgiving baskets. We also collected 
over two baskets full of supplies for Wings. Thank you again to our church family for all of 
your support. 
  
Harvest 2 was responsible for the 2018 Stewardship Campaign and the 2018 Season Team sign 

up. We ask that if you have not turned in a pledge card or signed up for a Season Team that you 

prayerfully consider doing so in the near future. 

 

Merry Christmas, 

Jan Anderson, Nancy Briggs, Katrina Keiffer, Frank Ford, Sheila Ford, Judy Craig and George 

Craig  

 
 

Continued from page 3, Advent/Christmas Season 

 
Caroling Party 

 
Help us bring light to members who are confined to home and aren’t able to join us on a regular 
basis. We don’t care if you have a voice like an angel or can’t carry a tune, and neither will 
those we’ll be visiting. Enthusiasm and a desire to let your light shine are the only  
requirements! Caroling will commence at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, December 17. 
  

Sunday Fellowship 
 
Gingeroons, thumbprint cookies and peppermint patties might not have been part of holiday 
fare in Jesus’ time, but we know your fellow worshippers would enjoy them following  
worship on Sunday mornings. The Advent team will provide beverages during the season and 
ask that you bring a snack or two – sweet or savory – to share. 
 
Team members  Robin Dillon, Chris Barr, Jinny Chieu, Larry Knight; consultant, Anita Kern  
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Epiphany Season  

 

January 6 – February 13 2018 

Come and See 

  
Worship 

 
Communion will be served by intinction on January 14, 21, 28 and February 11. Baptism of the 
Lord Sunday, January 7, will be celebrated in worship with a service of Baptismal Renewal. 
 
Sunday, February 4, members of Scout Troop 182 will participate in our worship service. 
  

Fellowship 
 
During Epiphany fellowship will be potluck style. If you have a new recipe you would like to 
try, let your church family be your taste testers. You can also bring favorite tried and true  
goodies. The Epiphany Team will provide beverages. 
  
We will celebrate our ministry as a body of Christ during the 2017 year at our annual meeting,  
followed by a potluck lunch. Come and join us for a wide variety of food and desserts as we  
celebrate the life of our Church in 2017. 
  

Mission 
We will be collecting items for our PADS guests during this season focusing on items they 
need on a daily basis. We are seeing an uptick in families in need this season at our Wednesday 
night shelter. 
 
On Scout Sunday members of Boy Scout Troop 182 will collect donations for Souper 
Bowl Sunday which will go to purchase additional supplies for our PADS guests.  

 
Christian Education 

 
We are in the planning stages of what we will be offering as Christian Education this season. 
Keep an eye out in the Weekly Tidings and future Spirit Sightings for updates. 
  

Stewardship Focus 
 
This season we are Found, Fed, & we Follow by Grace through the Compassionate Care of  
Community. 
 
 
Team members Barbara Churchill, Mary Kenter, Lyn Nawrot, Judy & George Craig 
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Answers on page 9. 
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In the pews, you might see green cards that invite you to 

consider how you have offered a gift of service this week or 

month. Whether you volunteered for something here at 

church or elsewhere, please fill out that card and place it in 

the offering plate as a way to mark that our time is  a gift 

from God, which we return to God in gratitude. We are  

invited to offer our whole selves, out of God’s abundant 

blessing, and marking our offering of service is one way we 

do that. 

For the month of November, an offering of 126.25  

volunteer hours have been reported. 
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The Adopt-A-Family program provides under-resourced Township residents and families with 
presents and joy during the holidays. Individuals who benefit from this giving program might 
not otherwise receive gifts due to financial constraints. The program helps alleviate some of the 
stress that comes with the holidays, and lets its recipients know others care about them. 
  
Please stop by the poster in the entryway and choose which gift(s) you would like to purchase. 
No time to shop? You can choose a gift you’d like to donate, affix the tag to a check or cash 
and we’ll shop for you! 
  
Bring your gifts to our wrapping party on December 15 or deliver them to the church by that 
date. 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for the Longest Night Service on Thursday, December 21 at 7 pm.  This is a time to 

slow down, pray and worship together as we prepare for the birth of Jesus Christ. 

 



  
From Bruce Churchill, Elder 

 
Scripture: 

“As good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one  

another with whatever gifts each of you has received.” 

I Peter 4:10 

 

Prayer: 

We praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Lord, you gave us your most precious and holy gift, Jesus Christ. 

Thank you for your Son and his Church. 

Thank you for your enduring love, your limitless mercy, and your amazing grace. 

Help us to move forward in faith, so that we may grow in love and generosity. 

Open our hearts and minds as we seek your will for our church, our community, and ourselves. 

Challenge and inspire us to use the gifts we have received to serve others. 

In your holy name we humbly pray. Amen. 

    Courtesy: Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church Atlanta GA 

 
There have been so many tragedies and disasters this year that have caught our attention and 
have impacted our charitable giving.  As we approach year end I hope that you will look closer 
to home and continue to support PCOP with your gifts of time, talent and monetary giving. 
 
I would like to share with you some facts about the current year, 2017, that were shared with 
the Stewardship/Finance team at our November meeting.  We currently have 142 members.  
When we consider households, where there is a single giver or where two or more members are 
combined to form one giving unit, we have 114 households. This year we received 53 pledges 
from those 114 households, which is slightly less than a 50% response. 47 were monetary 
pledges and 6 were prayer pledges. In total we pledged $170,164 to our church for fiscal 2017.  
At the end of October, 30 pledges are either on target or ahead of target. But 17 pledges are  
lagging behind target.  In total those pledges are $6,640 behind the target for this time of year. 
 

O God, you know the many reasons I have for not wanting to serve, for not wanting to be  

generous.  Help me to know in my heart that you have brought me to this time and this place 

and you will provide what I need to accomplish your tasks.  Help me O God to have an open 

heart, open eyes, and open hands.  We pray in Christ, Amen.  

Courtesy: Kristine Miller and Scott McKenzie 

 
Whether you are ahead of target, on target or behind target, please look into your heart,  
knowing that God will provide and give to support the mission and ministries of our church. 

Looking forward to 2018, we have the same potential number of households, 114. On  
Commitment Sunday, the Rev. Dr. Steve Peirce blessed the pledges that we have received 
which total $132,036.  From the 114 potential households we have received 36 pledges.  32 

were monetary pledges, 3 were prayer pledges, and 1 was no pledge.  For comparison, on  
Commitment Sunday in 2016 we had 43 monetary pledges totaling $141,164.  

Continued on page 9 
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Continued from page 8 
 
 
Pledges continued to trickle in through May and the total amount pledged rose to 

$170,164. Please pledge to support the mission and ministry of PCOP in 2018! 

 

Lord, help us to recognize the abundance in our life, an abundance that has been 

|provided by you.  Lord, help us to discern the portion of that abundance that we will 

return to you so that we can continue to minister to our church family, our community, 

our country and our world.  Amen. 

 

Whether you are attending church regularly or come when you are able, whether you 

are a member or a guest, there are several giving options available to you. You can 

place your offering into the offering plate as it is passed to you on Sunday, you can mail 

your offering to the church office, you can have your bank send us a check or you can 

use the giving page on our web page www.palatinepres.org. 

 

The message I’m trying to give is pray.  Through prayer you will determine with God 
how much you can afford to give to our church, PCOP.  We are a small but mighty 
church family, dedicated to serving ourselves as well as others.  It is through our gifts to 

our church that we are able to worship together each week, offer our facility for use by 
many community organizations and minister to not only ourselves but to our  
community, our country and our world.  
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Elders on Call 

December 3 - 9   Kara Strickland   847-394-0228 

          

December 10- 16   Katrina Keiffer   847-287-1248 

          

December 17 - 23   Tom Kenter   630-248-0377 

          

December 24 - 30   Bill Bedsole   847-989-5560 

          

December 31 - January 6   Judy Lundeen   847-358-4666 

Answer to the puzzle on page 6. 
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PADS Homeless Shelter 
  

PADS Volunteer Opportunities 
  

Our PADS Leadership Team would welcome you as a volunteer! October 4 we opened our 
doors to the homeless in our community, providing shelter, meals and fellowship every 
Wednesday evening through April 30.  We are in need of men to wor k second shift  (11 pm to 
3 am) and third shift (3 am to 7 am).  All volunteers must attend one mandatory training  
session at Journeys, 1140 E. Northwest Highway, in Palatine. The one hour orientation focuses 
on the agency’s organizational structure, how to interact with the homeless, and general  
volunteer opportunities at the PADS sites and the HOPE Center. A full list of training sessions 
is available at www.journeystheroadhome.org) or in the church office.  Registration is not  
required. If you have questions or need more information about PADS, please contact Deanna 
Brown (deannabrown60@yahoo.com / 847-858-1776) or Elaine Schmucker (847-776-5816). 

In addition to shift volunteers on Wednesday nights/Thursday mornings, 
we have the following needs: 

 
- an individual to provide 20 to 25 pieces of fresh fruit (small apples and oranges) each 
week. This could be shared by a few people alternating weeks. 

  
- people to help fold clean laundry every other Saturday at 11:00 a.m. (10/28; 11/11, 
11/25; 12/9, 16, 23, 30) at the church. This should only take about 1 hour and Deanna 
Brown will provide homemade treats! 

  
            - an able-bodied person to carry food from the Deacon’s kitchen to the PADS kitchen 
 downstairs on Wednesday afternoons. 
  
To help please contact Deanna Brown, deannabrown60@yahoo.com / 847-858-
1776. 

During the month of November, we welcomed 151 guests to our site.  

http://www.journeystheroadhome.org/
mailto:deannabrown60@yahoo.com
tel:(847)%20858-1776
tel:(847)%20776-5816
mailto:deannabrown60@yahoo.com
tel:(847)%20858-1776
tel:(847)%20858-1776


 

for the gift of Jesus Christ 

for peacemakers 

for educators 

for Kids Hope USA mentors and prayer  

partners 

for our PADS volunteers 

our blessings 

For the birth of Adrian Mateo, son of Andy 

& Veronica Brokaw, grandson of Pam & Van 

Brokaw  
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an end to discrimination 
 

our PNC 
 

an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the 
world 

 
those who have suffered a loss due to natural  

disaster 
 

 refugees 
 

all who are homeless 
 

 Dennis Reagan, Jim Ekeberg, Carol Reagan, the  
Bastiani family, Chris Barr, Judy Bovenmyer,   

Jack Bovenmyer, Van Brokaw and Kathy Bradley for 
continued healing 

 
      peace in our hearts, our families, our  

communities, our  
nation & our world 
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Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Office closed 

2 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group at Billy’s 

Pancake House 

9:30am-3 pm  

Presbytery  

Assembly 

5 - 7 pm Concert 

3 

9-9:45 am Choir rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship  

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am– 12:30 pm 

Choir rehearsal 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

7 pm - 12am 

PADS 

7 

12 - 7 am 

PADS 

7-9 pm PNC 

 

8 

Office closed 

 

 

 

9 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

9 am - 12 pm  

Cookie Walk 

 

 

10 

9-9:45 am Choir rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30 am - Adult Ed 

11:30am– 12:30 pm 

Choir rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 
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12 

7-9  pm 

Session 

13 

9-11 am PW 

board 

7-9 pm Rebecca 

Circle 

7 pm - 12am 

PADS 

14 

12 - 7 am 

PADS 

7-9 pm PNC 

 

 

 

15 

Office closed 

 

Adopt a  

family gift 

wrapping 

16 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

 

17 

9-9:45 am Choir rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am– 12:30 pm 

Choir rehearsal 

12:30 pm Caroling 

18 

 

19 

7-8:30 pm 

Stewardship 

20 

9:15-11:30 am 

Grace Circle 

7 pm - 12am 

PADS 

 

 

 

21 

12 - 7 am 

PADS 

7-9 pm PNC 

7-8 pm  

Longest night 

service 

 

22 

Office closed 

 

 

 

 

23 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

                24 

Christmas Eve 

9-9:45 am Choir rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am– 12:30 pm 

Choir rehearsal 

4-5 pm Christmas Eve 

Candlelight service 

25 

Christmas 

Office 

closed 

 

26 

Office 

closed 

 

 

27 

Office closed 

7 pm - 12am 

PADS 

28 

Office closed 

12 - 7 am 

PADS 

7-9 pm PNC 

29 

Office closed 

30 

31 

New Year’s Eve 

10-11 am Lessons &  

Carols 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 
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