
 

Spirit Sightings 
Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

Special dates to note 

 February 12 - Easter 
planning meeting 

 February 12 & 19 - 
Epiphany movie night 

 February 26 - Holy 
Week planning  
meeting 

 February 28 - Pancake 
Dinner & Paczkis 

. 
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Change is hard—and we at PCOP would know, because there has been 
a lot of it the past several years! We have been through conflict and 
grief, discernment and rebuilding. We have learned new ways of  
communicating and being in healthy relationship together. We have  
listened for God’s voice and tried new things. The pace of change here 
has been incredible—the Holy Spirit has been very busy with us! And 
now more change is coming, as we seek a new pastor to lead the  
congregation into the next phase of ministry in this place and time. 
 
This is something that doesn’t change: everything about PCOP is 
grounded in God’s love and rooted in God’s word. Throughout any 
transition (which, in the 21st century, is basically all the time since the 
world changes so fast!), we have to listen well to the living word, keep 
as close to Christ’s footsteps as possible, and diligently practice healthy 
communication in the church community. Being a vibrant church is 
mostly about how we live together- how we treat each other, how we 
work together to serve others, how we do justice, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with God. When we are truly living our identity and calling - 
we are found by grace, we are fed by grace, so we follow by grace - 
then the bonds of the body of Christ will be strong and the spirit of the 
church will be contagious! Remember: people want to be part of  
something good and meaningful. It’s up to us to live Jesus-like lives, 
always ready to be the hands that God uses to make the world a better 
place…and also to share the good news of what God is doing here, so 
more people can engage with the word and the world through grace! 
 
Through transition and anxiety, political turmoil and cultural upheaval, 
remember: the truth will set you free. In 2 Corinthians 4.7-10, Paul 
writes: “But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made 
clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come 
from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but 
not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but 
not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that 
the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies.” Sometimes 
that’s how change feels, but remember the good news and the  
challenge: this extraordinary power belongs to God, and God uses us to 
make the life of Jesus visible in the world, through all the ups and 
downs of life. May we live into this calling, and work until the world 
reflects the good news!  

 



 Season Teams 2017  
 
Thank you to everyone who has signed up for a season team.  We still need members for the 
following teams: 
 
Pentecost 1 –Scripture readings TBA 
The Holy Spirit is moving! 
 Planning meeting: April 9  
 Season: June 4 – July 22 (7 weeks) 
 
Pentecost 2 –Scripture readings TBA 
We grow with God. This season includes Labor Day. 
 Planning meeting: June 4 
 Season: July 23 – September 4 (7 weeks) 
 
Advent/Christmas –Scripture readings from Daniel, Joel, Isaiah, and Luke 
We await Christ’s incarnation yet again, making room & preparing the way. Includes Christ-
mas Eve, and may include Live Nativity if team wishes. 
 Planning meeting: October 1or 8 
 Season: December 3 – January 6 (6 weeks) 
 
We still have room for consultants on these teams: 
 
Easter –Scripture readings from Luke 24, Acts 6-8 & 15, Galatians 1-3  
Christ is Alive! We are Resurrection People! 
 Planning meeting: February 12; Holy Week Planning Meeting February 26 
 Season: April 16 – June 3 (7 weeks)   
 
Harvest 2 –Scripture readings from 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, Jonah, Isaiah, Jeremiah 
We give thanks for God’s generous providing. This season includes the stewardship pledge 
campaign. 
 Planning meeting: August 27 
 Season: October 22 – December 2 (6 weeks) 
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Team Members: Jan Anderson, Bev Auer, Bruce & Barbara Churchill, Kelly Gordon, and 
Elaine Schmucker, consultant. 
 
LISTEN UP!! 
 
Our Season started on Sunday, January 8th, 2017.  
Communion was served by intinction and home communion was also served. We will be  
celebrating communion every Sunday by intinction during Epiphany Season.  
 
Our team report was  given during worship on January 8th. 
 
We viewed the movie “Horton Hears A Who” in two parts. On January 22nd, we watched the 
first half with discussion afterward and on January 29th the second half also followed by  
discussion. Popcorn and dessert were served after the movie. 
 
The Annual Meeting was held on January 29th and was incorporated in the worship service.  
After the meeting a delicious potluck brunch was served. There was an abundance of  
wonderful food and desserts. It was certainly enjoyed by all. 
 
Our next movie nights will be Feb.12th and Feb.19th from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm. The movie we 
will be watching and discussing is "A Wrinkle In Time" and we suggest you read the book  
beforehand.  A discussion will follow each night  after viewing the movie and again popcorn 
and dessert will be served. 
 
We will continue supporting both of our missions:  A BETTER LIFE FOR KIDS and 
BRIDGE YOUTH  AND FAMILY SERVICES.  Donation envelopes are located in the nar-
thex below the bulletin board. Please support these wonderful missions. 

Epiphany 

Please join us on Tuesday, February 28, from 6 to 9 

pm for a pancake dinner & paczkis.  After dinner, 

we will enjoy fellowship while playing board 

games.  Bring a hearty appetite and any board 

games you would like to play. 
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In the pews, you might see green cards that invite you to 

consider how you have offered a gift of service this week or 

month. Whether you volunteered for something here at 

church or elsewhere, please fill out that card and place it in 

the offering plate as a way to mark that our time is  a gift 

from God, which we return to God in gratitude. We are  

invited to offer our whole selves, out of God’s abundant 

blessing, and marking our offering of service is one way we 

do that. 

For the month of January, an offering of  9.5  volunteer 

hours have been reported. 
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Reflections on the Advent Season:  How did we open to the Light? 
 
We lost three members of our congregation during the Advent season.  In the midst of a time 
when we usually are preparing for the warm and festive celebrations of the Christmas season, 
we found ourselves reflecting on the lives of three unique individuals and mourning the loss of 
these special members of our church family.  Even in a time of grief, there was Light.  God’s 
presence was reflected in the stories of family members, in the love expressed, and in the  
memories relived.  Visitors were welcomed to our warm sanctuary and were reminded that the 
Light of Christ shines in the darkness—the stars in the sanctuary gave that message of hope.  
We will miss you Van, Barbara and Lu.  
 
On Christmas Eve, my whole family was able to be at the service, including my two year old 
granddaughter.  She was in the nursery during the service, but afterwards, she came into the 
sanctuary and went right up to the nativity at the front of the church. Here was a new generation 
coming to see the holy child in the manger! An “opening to the Light” experience!  
 
Ingrid’s rendition of “O Holy Night” on Christmas Eve, opened us all to the Light!  Thank you 
to Ingrid for sharing her remarkable gift with our congregation! 
 
Thank you to all who contributed to A Better Life for Kids!  We pray that these contributions 
will open the orphans of Ghana to the Light and let them know that people around the world 
care for them! Thank you to Shelley and Brent for their devotion to the kids! 
 

Thank you to Teri for opening us to the experience of the nativity in art from around the world! 
 
A big thank you to Louise for putting up and taking down the Christmas trees!   
 
The Advent Team—Nancy Briggs, Kathy Ekeberg, Robin Dillon, Larry Knight, Curt Peterson 
and Kara Strickland 



 
From Bruce Churchill, Elder 
 

“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone 

who has none; and whoever has food must do  

likewise.” Luke 3:11 

 

2016 was a great year!  As you heard at the annual meeting, in 2016 we gave generously of our 

time, talents and resources.  How generous were we? We volunteered 4365 hours of our time 

and talents to support the mission of our church; PADS, Kids Hope, the Garden, Feed My 

Starving Children, Worship through Service Sunday and many other service projects.  We  

donated generously to support our mission. Frank Ford reported at the annual meeting that our 

total monetary mission giving for 2016 was $12,984. We have certainly embraced Luke 3.11.  

 

“All things come from you and of your own we have given you.” 1 Chronicles 29:14  

 

We also gave generously and overcame a planned budget deficit of $66,085 with a surplus of 

$14,709.   This is the fifth consecutive year that we have ended with a surplus.  This is  

outstanding!    

 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jer. 29:11 

 

The 2017 budget was approved with a deficit of $45,748.  This year, 2017, is a year that we 

will face many challenges.  Teri is leaving for an opportunity in Scotland.  A pastor search and 

call.  There are several major maintenance projects that can no longer be pushed off and have to 

be done this year.  2017 is a year where our financial commitment to PCOP will be tested.  The 

finance/stewardship team prays that we, the church, are able to meet and possibly exceed our 

commitment and have another year of financial surplus.  

 

If you have pledged and have not picked up your offering envelopes, please do.  They are  

located in a basket in the narthex.  Please prayerfully consider how you can meet your financial 

commitment this year.  Also, please prayerfully consider and if you are able to give a little 

more each week to help us meet our goal of ending the year with a small surplus. I reviewed the 

stewardship article for January 2016 and believe that the last paragraph of this article applies to 

2017 also.  Here is that paragraph updated for 2017. 

We have many challenges ahead of us in 2017, the biggest being a budget shortfall of $45,748.  

We have a plaque in our kitchen that says, “THINK DEEPLY, SPEAK GENTLY, LOVE 
MUCH, LAUGH A LOT, WORK HARD, GIVE FREELY, AND BE KIND.”  If we are able to do 

these things in 2017, like we did in 2016, we will overcome those challenges. 
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Presbyterian Mission Agency 

 
Faith leaders speak out against President Trump’s executive orders on  
immigrants and  refugees. 
 
A group of Christian, Jewish and Muslim faith leaders joined together on 
January 25 to express opposition to President Trump’s executive orders on  
immigration and refugees.  The new president issued the orders to curb immigration by  
increasing border security and curtailing the acceptance of refugees from other countries such 
as Syria, Sudan, Somalia, Iraq, Iran, Libya and Yemen. 
 
Speaking at a press conference on the steps of the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in 
Washington, D.C., the group said the president’s actions are nothing more than “turning our 
backs” on refugees at a time they are in most need of safety.  The faith leaders add that the 
president’s decision will grind refugee processing to a halt, forcing thousands of families to 
wait months or years for a solution while putting them in danger. 
 
“Nearly 60 million people are displaced by war and persecution; 30 million of those are  
children.  Eleven million displaced Syrians cannot go to school, tend to their land or raise 
their children in the place they know as home,” said the Rev. Jimmie Hawkins, director of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s Office of Public Witness.  “They are spending months  
journeying, sleeping outside and praying for a future for their families in a place that is safe 
from conflict.  Our nation has historically stood for hope and welcome for those fleeing war 
and persecution.  We cannot turn our backs on them now.” 
 
You can read the entire article by Rick Jones of the Presbyterian News Service about this 
meeting at http://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/faith-leaders-speak-president-trumps-
executive-orders-immigrants-refugees/ 

 
 
 
 

PADS 
 
Since Wednesday, October 5, our doors have been open to the homeless in our community, 
providing shelter, meals and fellowship every Wednesday.  We are always in need of  
volunteers.  If you would like to volunteer to work a shift or need more information about 
volunteering, please contact Deanna Brown (847-858-1776/ deannabrown60@yahoo.com) or 
Elaine Schmucker (847-776-5816).  During the month of January, we welcomed  99 guests to 
our site. 
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for the gift of Jesus Christ 

for peacemakers 

for our PADS volunteers 

for our Kids Hope mentors and 
prayer partners 

for the service of the 2016 elders 

and deacons 

for the birth of Caroline Ellen, 

daughter of Ingrid and Tom  

Mikolaczyk 
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Ruth Strickland as she grieves the death of her  

sister, Elizabeth 

 

an end to discrimination 
 

an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the 
world 

 
those who have suffered a loss due to natural  

disaster 
 

Syrian refugees 
 

all who are homeless 
 

Carol Reagan, the Bastiani family, Chris Barr, Judy 
Bovenmyer,  Jack Bovenmyer, Van Brokaw and 

Kathy Bradley for continued healing 
 

      peace in our hearts, our families, our  
communities, our  

nation & our world 
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 Have you paid your $33.38 2017 Per Capita yet?  Per  capita contr ibutions suppor t the 

ministries of the Presbytery of Chicago, the Synod of Lincoln Trails and the General  

Assembly.  PCOP pays per capita for each member who is listed as active on our rolls,  

including confirmed children, adult children who no longer attend, members who have moved 

and not transferred their membership, and members who simply forget to pay.  You may  

include it in your offering envelope and write on the envelope “$__ per capita enclosed”. 

 

Presbyterian Women 
 

It’s that time of year again when the women of this church and their friends join together for a 
weekend of fellowship and fun.  The PW retreat will be at St Mary’s of the Lake in Mundelein 
from March 24 to 26.  Usually on Friday, we go to the Gale Street Inn for dinner and then back 
to St Mary’s for ice breakers.  On Saturday, we gather to study, or watch a movie and discuss it 
afterwards.  We enjoy some down time in the afternoon and have more fun on Saturday even-
ing in the great room.  On Sunday, we participate in a worship service and then enjoy a brunch 
before heading home.  This year, Pastor Teri will be facilitating a workshop on the Enneagram.  
Suzanne Stabile, whose material we will be using, describes the enneagram as: 
 
“The Enneagram is an ancient, newly discovered tool that is beneficial for people in the per-
sonal, interpersonal and social spheres of human existence. It is extraordinarily useful because 
it works. Each of us has life experience that has given us a degree of self-knowledge; however 
there is always a deepening clarity we discover through our Enneagram type. The awareness 
that comes is like a light shining in one’s closet. 
 
In interpersonal relationships the Enneagram enables us to emerge with a new appreciation 
and acceptance of others. People begin to see how different others really are. There are nine 
different personality types, with their motivations and affective flavor that confront us in the 
persons of our world. Thus we discover why of a common experience, some persons are easier 
for us to understand and accept while others present a more difficult challenge. 
 
The Enneagram is primarily a spiritual tool and as such is one of the clearest and most accu-
rate methods available for understanding ourselves and those who are important to us. The 
insight that it gives can change our lives. Life is simply never the same.” 
 
Ladies – please consider joining us.  Watch for a poster in the entry for more information. 
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Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

7pm-12 am 

PADS 

2 

12 –7 am 

PADS 

3 

Office closed 

4 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group at Billy’s 

Pancake House 

 

5 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

9-11:00 am PW 

board 

7pm-12 am 

PADS 

9 

12 –7 am 

PADS 

 

 

10 

Office closed 

 

 

 

11 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

 

 

 

12 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

12-3:30 pm Easter  

planning meeting 

6:30-8:30 pm Epiphany 

movie night 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

9:15-11:15 am 

Grace Circle 

7:00-9:00 pm  

Rebecca  Circle 

7pm-12 am 

PADS 

16 

12 –7 am 

PADS 

 

 

 

17 

Office closed 

 

 

18 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

 

19 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

6:30-8:30 pm Epiphany 

movie night 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

20 

 

21 

7-8:30 pm 

Stewardship 

 

 

22 

7pm-12 am 

PADS 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

12 –7 am 

PADS 

24 

Office closed 

 

 

 

 

25 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

 

26 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

12-2 pm Holy Week  

planning meeting 

27 

 

 

28 

6:00-9:00 pm 

Pancake 

Dinner & 

Paczkis 
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