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Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, and 
this year it approaches early and begins on  
Valentine’s Day.  It is fitting that we will begin on 
a day when people express their love for each other 
as we embark on the 40 days of reflection and 
preparation before the celebration of Easter, which 
is on April 1.   
 
Lent is often practiced with giving up an indulgence, frequently  
chocolate. Giving up something during Lent came out of the tradition of 
new believers fasting as an act of discipline to gain a deeper expression 
of faith.  As Presbyterians, giving up something can be a practice of  
discipline, but it is not required like in other denominations.  We may 
find our discipline by taking something on during Lent that we often fail 
to do.  For example, adopting a more Christ-like attitude when driving, 
finding gratitude each day and offering thanks to God through prayer.  
Whatever we choose to do, our commitment for 40 days ought to be 
challenging in order to refer to it as spiritual discipline.   
 
As a time of reflection, confession is something we all need to stress.  
Psalm 150:23-24, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and 
know my thoughts.  See if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in 
the way everlasting.”  To be able to completely trust in God, we need to 
find the freedom to open up our hearts and be truthful. 
 
Lent is also time for spiritual rejuvenation.  I would like to challenge 
PCOP to take three big breaths every morning, finding strength in the 
inhale, and power in the exhale.  This is recommended as soon as you 
wake up to get rid of all the carbon dioxide sitting in our lungs and  
rejuvenate our bodies with fresh oxygen.  Our body is the very  
instrument to serve God.  It is just as important as prayers. 
 
Job 33:4, “The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of almighty 
gives me life.” 

 
~Pastor RJ 

Special dates  

 Feb 4 - Scout Sunday 

 Feb 10 & 24 - PADS 
laundry folding 

 Feb 11 - Easter team 
planning 

 Feb 14 - Ash  
Wednesday Service 
and Soup Dinner 

 Feb 18 - Book Study 

Congratulations to the PCOP for calling RJ as your new pastor!  I sense 

God’s touch in her call to serve among you.  Thank you for  

inviting me to fill the pulpit these past weeks.  It has been a privilege to 

get to know you and share God’s special Word alongside you.  And 

thank you for the lovely card and notes.  I continue to be touched by 

your warmth and caring.  Look for me.  Some Sunday I may be sitting 

next to you worshiping our wonderful, hope-filled God! 

Blessings, 

Steve Pierce 



 Epiphany Season 

         
January 6 – February 13 2018 

 

Come and See 
   

Epiphany is an ancient Christian feast day and is significant in a number of ways. In the East 
where it originated, Epiphany celebrates the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist in the River 
Jordan. It also celebrates Jesus' birth.  For the Church, Epiphany represents a responsibility to 
reveal Jesus as the Divine Son and Savior sent by God the Father to atone for the sins of  
mankind. It is a time of healing and fellowship where the Church comes together.  
   

 Worship 
  

Scout Sunday will be observed Sunday, February 4, with members of Troop 182  
participating in worship leadership. 

Mission 
 
During the season of Epiphany we are collecting items needed on a daily basis by our PADS 
shelter guests.  You may pick up a list of desired items from the bulletin board display in the 
narthex.  
  
On February 4 we will observe “Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday” with members of Boy Scout 
Troop 182 collecting monetary donations which will be used to help fund the Pastor’s  
Discretionary Fund (PDF) and the Transient Assistance Program (TAP). Both of these funds 
are used to assist people in need of food and lodging. 
  

Fellowship Opportunities 
  

The Epiphany team invites you to bring snacks to share during fellowship hour. A new year is 
a great time to try out new recipes and your church family would love to be your taste  
testers!  Juice and coffee will be provided. 

 
Epiphany Team: Barbara Churchill, Mary Kenter, Lyn Nawrot, Judy & George Craig 
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 Lent Season 
February 14  – March 30 

 
“Jesus:  God’s Kind of King” 

 
The Liturgical readings for Lent are from the Gospel of John.  The readings show Jesus as bold 
in testifying to the truth, a shepherd of the imperfect, and unwavering in his love.  The readings 
illustrate that Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world – and that Jesus may differ from the kind of 
King we think he is, or that we would like him to be. 
 

Worship 
The season begins February 14, Ash Wednesday, with an evening worship service at 7:00 p.m.  
Communion will be served during all worship services  during Lent, with the exception of the 
Ash Wednesday service which will include instead the imposition of ashes. 
 
Palm Sunday on March 25 marks the beginning of Holy Week, which includes Maundy  
Thursday (March 29) and Good Friday (March 30) with worship services beginning at 7:00 
p.m. both evenings. 
 

Christian Education 
Book Study – John, the Gospel of Love and Light, by Adam Hamilton.  Discussion will follow 
worship on: 

February 18 
March 4 
March 18th 

 
Details to follow. 
 

Mission 
One Great Hour of Sharing:  Sharing resources and changing lives  
 
Your gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share God’s love with our  
neighbors in need around the world by giving relief to people affected by natural disasters, 
providing food to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and oppressed.  Fish banks will 
be distributed, providing a fun way for children and adults alike to live out their faith during 
Lent. 
 
A Feed My Starving Children event is planned for Saturday, March 3.   Details to follow. 
 

Fellowship 
A soup supper will be provided prior to the Ash Wednesday service. 
 
During Sundays in Lent, the Lent team will provide beverages and invites you to bring snacks 
to share. 
 
Lent team:  Linda Baumgart, Kelly Gordon, Judy Lundeen, Jan Lohs.  Consultant -- Deanna 
Brown  
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Answers on page 8. 
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In the pews, you might see green cards that invite you to 

consider how you have offered a gift of service this week or 

month. Whether you volunteered for something here at 

church or elsewhere, please fill out that card and place it in 

the offering plate as a way to mark that our time is  a gift 

from God, which we return to God in gratitude. We are  

invited to offer our whole selves, out of God’s abundant 

blessing, and marking our offering of service is one way we 

do that. 

For the month of January, an offering of 50 volunteer hours 

have been reported. 
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 Seasonal  Structure 2018 

 

You may still join a 2018 season team! Each team studies Scripture together, discerns what 
the Spirit is saying to the church in this time, and then plans around that theme - including  
asking for help with worship, fellowship, education, and mission.  
Help Pastor RJ kick off her ministry with us by joining the Easter, Pentecost 1 or Pentecost 2 
team! Sign-up sheets are posted in the hallway across from the church office. 

  
The Easter Season Team is in need of two more members to plan and facilitate worship 
and activities during the season (April 1 – May 19). The Easter planning meeting is  

scheduled for February 11 following worship. If you are interested, contact Pastor Kang 

(pastor@palatinepres.com) or the church office (office@palatinepres.com). 

More  

Easter 

team 

members 

needed!! 

Would you like to get to know our 

new pastor?  Pastor RJ is willing to 

make home visits and also  

welcomes visitors at the office.  

Please contact the church office 

(847-358-4650) to make an  

appointment. 

mailto:pastor@palatinepres.com
mailto:office@palatinepres.com


  
From Bruce Churchill, Elder 
 
Did you attend Christ be our Light, a collaborative Vespers 

recital of Christmas reflection and rebirth on Saturday  

evening, December 2nd?  This was a wonderful recital performed in our sanctuary by the  

extremely talented Crystalyn Snow Boyer, Hannah Dixon McConnell, Ingrid Israel  

Mikolajczyk and Young Jee Cho Park.  I would also characterize this as an outstanding  

stewardship event.  Crystalyn, Hannah, Ingrid and Young Jee shared their time and awesome 

talent with us.  We, the audience, responded by contributing $521 in a free will offering to  

benefit three of our ministries; PADS, Kids Hope @ Winston Campus and the Palatine Food 

Pantry.  Thank you Crystalyn, Hannah, Ingrid, Young Jee and the 50 attendees who gave freely 

of their time, talent and financial resources. 

 

Last month I encouraged everyone to pray and pray and pray and discern what your financial 

commitment to PCOP would be for 2018.  If you have made a commitment, please continue to 

pray for the financial health of our church.  If you haven’t made a commitment, not to worry.  

Please continue to pray and pray and pray and work with God to discern what your pledge 

should be.  We accept pledges all year long and will gratefully accept yours when you are ready 

to make a commitment. 

 
I have worked with the Stewardship/Finance team to produce the church budget for the past six 

years.  The timeline that we follow each year is to review expenses in October, review income 
in November and to present a budget to Session for approval in December.  Each week, prior to 
presenting the budget to Session, we update the budget with pledges received.  The budget was 

presented to Session on December 12 with pledges of $158,376, income at $211,596 and  
expenses of $263,739.  This is a deficit budget with the deficit being $52,143.  Session  
approved the budget in early January. 

We closed out 2017with pledged offerings at $165,647, income at $226,651, expenses at 

$206,830 and a surplus of $19,821. After six years of turning a deficit budget into a surplus at 

year end we are in a decent financial position and have the reserves to offset this projected  

deficit.  The question that we need to ask ourselves is what do we do to turn the 2018 deficit 

into a surplus?  Dig deeper and give more?  Have a substantial fund raiser that involves the 

community so that we are not the only financial contributors? Find additional tenants to rent our 

building space when it is not currently occupied? Most likely yes to all these suggestions and 

anything else that we can think of and can execute that allows us to fund our ministries and  

mission without touching our reserves.  We need to pray, pray and pray about the financial 

health of our church. 

 

I’m re-reading all of the Richard Bach books. Richard Bach was a popular author of the 1980’s 

and his most popular book was Jonathan Livingston Seagull.  I’m currently reading his third 

book, A Gift of Wings.  The fifth chapter is titled “Prayers”.  The first sentence in this chapter 

is “You’d better be careful what you pray for,” someone once said, “because you’re going to 

get it.”  So, let’s all pray for the financial health of our church and we will “get it”. 

 
(continued on page 8) 
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Answer to the puzzle on page 5. 

 

(continued from page 7, Stewardship news) 

 

Below are the three prayers from December’s newsletter.  As you pray for the financial health 
of our church please feel free to use any or all of these prayers or one of your own. 

We praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Lord, you gave us your most precious and holy gift, Jesus Christ. 

Thank you for your Son and his Church. 

Thank you for your enduring love, your limitless mercy, and your amazing grace. 

Help us to move forward in faith, so that we may grow in love and generosity. 

Open our hearts and minds as we seek your will for our church, our community, and ourselves. 

Challenge and inspire us to use the gifts we have received to serve others. 

In your holy name we humbly pray. Amen. 

     

Courtesy: Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church Atlanta GA 

 

O God, you know the many reasons I have for not wanting to serve, for not wanting to be gen-

erous.  Help me to know in my heart that you have brought me to this time and this place and 

you will provide what I need to accomplish your tasks.  Help me O God to have an open heart, 

open eyes, and open hands.  We pray in Christ, Amen.  

 

Courtesy: Kristine Miller and Scott McKenzie 

 
Lord, help us to recognize the abundance in our life, an abundance that has been provided by 

you.  Lord, help us to discern the portion of that abundance that we will return to you so that 
we can continue to minister to our church family, our community, our country and our world.  
Amen. 

 

 

 

Scout Sunday will be observed Sunday, February 4, with  

members of Troop 182 participating in worship leadership.  
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Souper Bowl of Caring 2018 
  

Souper Bowl of Caring was originally founded by a 
church youth group. Even though the movement has 
since expanded from the faith community to many 
types of participating groups, it continues to be fueled 
primarily by those coming together to worship and 
make a difference in their community. Since 1990, 
young people have been leading the charge and 
inspiring others to collect dollars and food leading up to the Big Game. Teaming up with 
local partners, these groups give 100% of donations to local charities, changing the  
nation's largest weekend of football into the largest weekend of caring. The money  
collected by Troop 182 scouts on February 4 will be distributed to the Pastor’s  
Discretionary Fund (PDF) and the Transient Assistance Program (TAP). Both of these 
funds are used to assist people coming into the church who are in immediate need of  
lodging and/or food. 
 

 
PADS Homeless Shelter 

  
PADS Volunteer Opportunities 

  
Our PADS Leadership Team would welcome you as a volunteer! Our doors are open to the 
homeless in our community, providing shelter, meals and fellowship every Wednesday evening 
through April 30.  If you have questions, please contact Deanna Brown 
(deannabrown60@yahoo.com / 847-858-1776) or Elaine Schmucker (847-776-5816). 

In addition to shift volunteers on Wednesday nights/Thursday mornings, 
we have the following needs: 

 
- people to help fold clean laundry every other Saturday at 11:00 a.m. (2/10 & 2/24) at 
the church. This should only take about 1 hour and Deanna Brown will provide home-
made treats! 

  
            - an able-bodied person to carry food from the Deacon’s kitchen to the PADS kitchen 
 downstairs on Wednesday afternoons. 
  
To help please contact Deanna Brown, deannabrown60@yahoo.com / 847-858-1776. 

During the month of January, we welcomed 185 guests to our site.  

mailto:deannabrown60@yahoo.com
tel:(847)%20858-1776
tel:(847)%20776-5816
mailto:deannabrown60@yahoo.com
tel:(847)%20858-1776


 An opportunity to help the homeless in our community.   
 
This is a letter sent to all of our PADS volunteers regarding opening as a warming center.  The 
PADS leadership team needs help in staffing the warming center and would welcome more 
volunteers.  No training needed just a kind heart! 
 
We thank you for your commitment to this ministry of outreach to our homeless neighbors and 
say once again that we could not provide this service to them without your dedication. You 
know first-hand how our numbers have increased this season and have also seen the drastic 
rise in families in the PADS system. It has been amazing to see how you have risen to the chal-
lenge and have treated all guests – familiar faces and new ones – with respect and dignity. One 
guest remarked to a 3rd shift volunteer last week that he had “never been treated with such 
kindness and respect” since becoming homeless as he experienced at our PCOP shelter. 

 As we approach the coldest months of the year, we would like to open our doors (on the main 
level) as a warming center for our guests. We have done this in the past and it has helped take 
some of the load off of the Journeys staff and has lessened the congestion at the Hope Center 
as people seek shelter from bitter cold. It’s actually fairly easy – guests have had the oppor-
tunity to have breakfast & take a sack lunch from the shelters they stayed at the night before, 
so we just need to make coffee, etc. We have occasionally had a pot of soup going for those 
who want it. We offer our library as a quiet room and use our meeting room to show some 
movies. 

 We like to open our doors between 7:00-7:30am so that guests can come straight from a 
PADS site, and we close at our regular 5pm office closing time. In the past some sites have 
agreed to open early to accommodate walkers and St. Viator has kindly provided a 15 passen-
ger van to transport them. It can be a great joint effort! 

 If you would be willing to act as a “monitor” for a few hours during the days we are open as a 
warming center, we would be very grateful. This helps the office staff be able to do their work 
without interruption. 

 Here is how this will work. Keeping an eye on the weather forecast, we will be looking ahead 
2 days. If we see that it will be -0- (actual or wind chill), we will initiate plans to open. That 
will give us time to let Journeys know so that they can inform guests and also give us time to 
solicit volunteers. If you would be willing to come during the day – to open at 7am, or for a 
few hours during the day, please let Deanna Brown know.  deannabrown60@yahoo.com/(847)
858-1776. 

Jack Schuh has been a faithful supporter of PADS at PCOP for 

many years.  From October to April of each season, Jack arrives 

at 6:00 am to help clean up after our PADS guests.  This year 

Jack went a step further and refinished the tile floors in the lower 

level.  Jack hired the young men from Viatorian House of  

Hospitality to help him with this endeavor.  So not only did Jack 

improve our space, he helped young immigrant men earn some 

money to send back home to their families.  Jack is a shining  

example of God’s love! 
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for our PNC 

for peacemakers 

for Kids Hope USA mentors and prayer  

partners 

for our PADS volunteers 

for the ministry of Pastor Kang 
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an end to discrimination 
 

an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the 
world 

 
those who have suffered a loss due to natural  

disaster 
 

 refugees 
 

all who are homeless 
 

 Janet Bedsole, Terry Denton, Jeff Kern,  
Dennis Reagan, Jim Ekeberg, Carol Reagan,  

the Bastiani family, Judy Bovenmyer,   
Jack Bovenmyer, Van Brokaw and Kathy Bradley for 

continued healing 
 

Denise Anderson and Jan Edmiston, Co-Moderators 
of the 222nd PC (USA) General Assembly 

 
      peace in our hearts, our families, our  

communities, our  
nation & our world 
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Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

12 - 7 am 

PADS 

 

2 

Office closed 

3 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group at Billy’s 

Pancake House 

 

4 

9-9:45 am Choir rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship with 

Boy Scouts 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am– 12:30 pm 

Choir rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

7 pm - 12am 

PADS 

8 

12 - 7 am 

PADS 

 

9 

Office closed 
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8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

9:30am-3pm  

Presbytery  

Assembly 

11 am PADS  

laundry folding 
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9-9:45 am Choir rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am– 12:30 pm 

Choir rehearsal 

11:30 am - Easter team 

planning 

 

12 

7-8:30 pm 

Deacons 

13 

 

 

14 

Ash Wednesday 

 

9-11 am PW 

board 

6-7 pm Soup 

dinner 

7-8 pm Ash 

Wednesday  

Service 

7 pm - 12am 

PADS 

15 

12 - 7 am 

PADS 

 

 

 

16 

Office closed 

 

 

17 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

 

18 

9-9:45 am Choir rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship  

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30 am - Book Study 

11:30am– 12:30 pm 

Choir rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

 

19 

 

20 

7-8:30 pm 

Stewardship 

 

 

21 

9:15-11:30 am 

Grace Circle 

7-9 pm Rebecca 

Circle 

7 pm - 12am 

PADS 

 

 

 

 

22 

12 - 7 am 

PADS 

 

 

23 

Office closed 

 

 

 

 

24 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

11 am PADS  

laundry folding 

               25 

9-9:45 am Choir rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am– 12:30 pm 

Choir rehearsal 

 

26 

 

27 

7-9:30  pm 

Session 

 

 

28 

7 pm - 12am 

PADS 

   

9 12 


