
                               Presbyterian Church of Palatine February 2016 

Spirit Sightings 
 
 
 
 
 

February 3, 10, 17, & 24 at  
7 pm - PADS 
February 6, 13, 20 & 27 at  
8 am - Men’s Group 
February 7, 14, 21 & 28 at  
9 am - Choir warm up 
February 7, 14, 21 & 28 at  
10 am - Worship 
February 7, 14, 21 & 28 at 
11:15 am - Fellowship 
February 7, 14, 21 & 28 at 
11:30 am - Choir Rehearsal 
February 7, 14, 21 & 28 at 
11:30 am - Adult Ed 
February 7 at 12:30 pm - Holy 
Week Planning 
February 7 & 21 at 7:30 pm -  
ALPHA Ministry 
February 10 at 9 am - PW 
Board 
February 10 at 7 pm - Ash 
Wednesday Service 
February 13 at 9:30 am -  
Presbytery Assembly (1st Pres 
LaGrange) 
February 16 at 7 pm -  
Stewardship 
February 17 at 9 am -  
Grace Circle 
February 17 at 6:30 pm -  
Rebecca Circle 
February 23 at 7 pm -  
Session 
 
 
 

 

 

On a recent Saturday morning, the elders and deacons (including those rotating off 
and those just coming on) spent several hours together praying, learning,  
team-building, and discussing what God is doing here at Palatine Presbyterian. It was 
a wonderful half-day together, and we left energized and ready to follow God’s call 
in the year to come. 
During our retreat, we assessed how we did on the goals we set last year, and talked 
about what we could do differently. We decided that on some of our goals, we earned 
a solid A! A couple came in somewhere in the B-range. One was not quite a failure, 
but close, so we talked about what we learned from that. 
We then set ourselves to studying our statement about who we are and what God has 
called us to do, and thinking about some ways we can grow in our faithfulness in 
2016. These are the goals the session and deacons set for the coming year:  
 
We Are Found By Grace… 
*Have at least one event per season outside the building. 
 --Get a sign that can stand on a tabletop saying who we are (whiteboard  
sandwich-style sign?) 
 --Agenda optional: this event can be simple fellowship (picnic at a concert, 
bowling, dinner) or educational (a la adult ed at Panera) or mission. 
 
We Are Fed By Grace… 
*Each season have a fellowship event with a meal, intended for the whole  
congregation, and invite the community when possible.  
 --Encourage and facilitate members inviting others 
*Explore the possibility of hosting forums/discussions about issues, modeling civil 
conversation and making space for all of us to practice listening, learning, and  
peaking in ways that build community rather than create division around difficult  
topics. 
 --Session will work on this, first by calling the Presbytery Community  
Organizer 
 
We Follow By Grace… 
*During the year, have at least one event that is for the community—like a Parents 
Day Out, for example. 
 --Session and Deacons will work together on this 
The leadership invites your feedback and participation in reaching these goals this 
year. If you have ideas, please either join a season team to help make them happen, or 
talk to an elder who can bring it up at session (even better if you put your idea in 
writing so we all get the most accurate understanding!).  
 



When I decided to sign up for the 2015 Advent / Christmas Team, I was thinking mainly 
about the fun we had last year and, of course, Christmas is my most favorite season! What I 
failed to adequately consider was that this was the year my three kids and their families 
(total:10) were coming for the holidays. As the season drew closer, I began to think maybe 
I bit off more than I could chew! I had a bed quilt in progress for Elliott, a floor pillow for 
Max and cloth grocery bags for each family.....not to mention baking, decorating, meal 
planning and other holiday shopping. “Lord, help me!” was my frequent prayer!  But I have 
to say our team was GOOD! Things didn’t always go smoothly but we had each other’s 
backs and it all came together. As time progressed, my next frequent prayer became “Thank 
you, Lord!”  Then came the Longest Night Service. Since George and I always spend 
Christmas Eve with his family, Longest Night is my Christmas Eve Service. Its gentle feel 
was exactly what I needed....”Thank you, Lord!”  As the magnificent music filled the sanc-
tuary, all the holiday stress faded away. The harp music especially was like God had 
wrapped a warm quilt around my shoulders. I couldn’t imagine anything more heavenly. 
Those last few days before Christmas held all the joy and excitement we remember from 
childhood and none of the grown-up stress. Thank you, Lord. 
Bev Auer 

The church has been an important part of my life since childhood. My parents were active in the church, with my 
dad being an elder and Clerk of Session and my mom being a Sunday School Teacher. It was through their exam-
ple that I, too, found my calling to continue on with the work of the church.  Over the years at PCOP, I have served 
as an Elder and Deacon, I have been a member of various ministry teams and served as commissioner to Presbytery 
at one time. I also have had the opportunity to serve on teams that have looked to the future of the church. I have 
taught Sunday School and have participated in Bible Study classes.  And over the last couple of years, I served on 
the Harvest 1 and Pentecost 1 season teams. In all of these things, I have seen God’s grace and blessing. My chil-
dren grew up in this church and the lessons learned here gave them a good beginning to their faith journeys.  My 
faith continues to grow as I watch the people of our congregation care for one another, pray for one another, and 
share what God is doing in their lives.  
I said yes to the call to serve as Deacon because it makes me pause and consider what is important in people’s lives 
and takes me away from only considering my own needs. From the joy of new beginnings, to the everyday events 
of life, to the many challenges that come, God is in the midst of it all.  In praying for others, I know prayers are an-
swered. In listening to others, I hear stories of faith and hope. In caring for others, I get to know the power of com-
munity.  
Nancy Briggs 



 

PADS 

We are in need of twin flat sheets! 
We began this 2015-2016 PADS season (as with 2014-2015) with linens being supplied and laundered by 
Advocate Lutheran General Hospital.  However, it became obvious early on that the supplier providing  
linens to the hospital was not able to accommodate the needs of both hospital and PADS sites, and the sites 
were asked to begin providing their own linens as soon as possible.  For many that was not an issue, because 
as recently as the 2013-2014 season sites supplied the linens and the hospital laundered them, so they had 
maintained a reserve supply.  Not so for PCOP, as we lost our inventory of blankets, sheets, pillow cases, 
towels and washcloths in the lower level “water event” that occurred in fall of 2014.  Journeys has been able 
to donate pillow cases and some flat sheets for our guests.  St. Nectarios Greek Orthodox Church generously 
donated60 blankets, and members have stepped up to provide towels and wash cloths 
and a few sheets.  But, we need more!  The laundry is a two week turnaround, so we 
need twice the amount of everything we might use on a Wednesday night.  We would 
like to be able to offer our guests a top and a bottom sheet, which would mean it’s 
possible we would use 66 sheets on any given night, equaling 132 sheets needed in 
inventory.  If your would be able to donate new or gently used twin flat sheets, we 
would be grateful. 
 

 
 

 
PDA responding to the water crisis in Flint Michigan 

  
 
In 2014, the city of Flint, Michigan switched from water provided by the city of Detroit, to water drawn 
from the Flint River.  Unfortunately, the Flint River had a reputation of being unclean, and after complaints 
from residents, Virginia Tech researchers found the water was highly corrosive.  The corrosive water caused 
lead to leach from lead pipes into the water supply causing the current crisis. 
  
In October, PDA contacted the Presbytery of Lake Huron to see how we could be of assistance. At that time 
we learned that First Presbyterian Church in Flint was providing bottled water to some schools in the area. 
With the Federal Emergency Declaration announced on Jan. 16, additional government funds are available 
to the city of Flint and its residents, but this assistance will cover only approximately 75% of the costs. The 
need for a compassionate response, thus, remains. 
  
PDA recently received a request from the Presbytery for a grant to help with this crisis and One Great Hour 
of Sharing funds will be provided to fill that request for assistance. PDA is also looking into providing filters 
for showers since bathing in the water is also a concern.  
 



As a new member of a season team, it has been my pleasure to know 
some of the beacons of our church more intimately through our work 
on the 2015 Advent/Christmas Team. I already knew that Kathy 
Ekeberg, Judy Lundeen, and Bruce and Barbara Churchill were real 
staples of this church, but did not know that about several other  
members like Bev Auer and Mike Rose. Together we worked well as a 
harmonious team, though I myself hardly contributed much, serving 
mainly as an interested observer. I believe that I learned a lot about the 
inner workings of a church like ours and will count the last five weeks 
as an experience I will covet for a long time.   

Ann C. Kim 

The Season of Lent 2016 
February 10 – March 26 

ndsᴉpǝ poʍu ɟɐᴉʇɥ' ɥodǝ ɐup loʌǝ 
(upside down faith, hope and love) 

For many of us, Lent is a time for our faith experiences to grow in intensity, for our questions to become more 
pointed, the answers harder to grasp. In other words, it’s a time to turn ourselves upside down as we strive to deep-
en our relationship with God. It is the hope of our team that you will use the opportunities and events during this 
season to turn yourself upside down as you explore faith, hope and God’s love for you. 
Here are some highlights of the season: 
*The season begins with Ash Wednesday, February 10. Worship starts at 7:00 p.m. and will include the imposition 
of ashes.  
*Communion will be served on February 21 and March 20. 
*Boy Scout Troop 182 will participate as worship leaders on Sunday, February 14, as we celebrate our 50 year re-
lationship.  
*Adult education will include the distribution of a Lenten devotional based upon questions submitted by members 
of the congregation. We will also feature a time of sharing and discussion following worship during the fellowship 
hour each week.  
*One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) will be the mission focus during Lent. This offering makes a difference in 
the world through three impactful programs: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), Self Development of People 
(SDOP) and Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP). We’ll share much more about these three programs during the 
season. 
*March 2 at 6:30pm we hope you will join us for a mid-week meal that will help you experience what it feels like 
to be upside down (in a fun way!!). 
 
Nancy Briggs, George & Judy Craig, Anita Kern, Gail Peterson 



Have you heard the great news about PCOP in 2015?  If you haven’t let me share it with you.  2015 was a great year 
for PCOP.  For the 4th year in a row we are in the black!  We started the year with an approved budget that resulted in 
a $25,201 deficit.  We all pulled together, gave a little extra, worked a little harder and saved where we could. PW 
donated $2500 from their fund raising efforts and session added $2663 to income through various fund raising  
projects.  Together with an astounding $198,312.27 in pledged offerings, which was $14,470.27 over budget, we  
ended the year with a $6,159.97 surplus.  Outstanding! 
 
But that is not all the good news. Together with PW, we gave $12,984 to worthwhile charities. This is an increase of 
$2,872 from 2014.  That is a 22% increase which is phenomenal for a congregation our size. But, stewardship is more 
than just about money.  There is also the stewardship of our time and our talents. This is where I find I get the most 
reward.  We estimate that we invested nearly 4300 hours helping folks both within our church and our community.  
Believe me, if I’m any indication, this is really understated.  I’m not good at filling out and turning in the green  
Service Offering cards.  Are you? 

We also did some much needed maintenance in 2015. To help pay for this work we did transfer money from our  
facility reserve, but the good news is that we had that money available.  It depleted that reserve, and if at all possible, 
we plan to restore most of the funds back to the reserve in 2016.  We have a great facility! Our tenants, the Korean 
Church, the Hungarian School and Scouts, the Theater Groups and AA love our facility.  With everyone helping, both 
financially and through the stewardship of time and talent, we can maintain this facility and keep it appealing not only 
to us but also to new members and our tenants.  Look for several short duration, focused work opportunities in 2016. 

Speaking of new members, more good news! We are blessed to have six new members in 2015.  After a period of  
losing members for a variety of reasons it is refreshing that folks find our church desirable and a place that they want 
to raise their families and call home.  Look for more new members in 2016!  If you see a new face in church please go 
up to that person, introduce yourself, and let that person know why this church is important to you and is your church 
home.  I know this is difficult, but good first impressions make a difference.  We are a warm and hospitable  
congregation and we want to have every visitor leave with that feeling. 

The last piece of good news that I want to share is that we are blessed to have Teri as our pastor.  Teri has so much 
energy that it is contagious.  Teri and I have had many conversations, about the fact that a young pastor brings not  
only energy but also new ideas and Teri freely shares those ideas with us.  We benefit from all the groups and  
committees that Teri belongs to.  A good example of this is the season teams that came to us as a way to revitalize a 
tired congregation.  We are now in the second year of the three year trial of season teams, and, having been on three 
teams, I can state that this is a great way to run the day to day activities of our church.  It is a revitalizing experience! 
We all need to tell Teri how much we love and appreciate her! 

We have many challenges ahead of us in 2016, the biggest being a budget shortfall of $47,145. We have a plaque in 
our kitchen that says, “THINK DEEPLY, SPEAK GENTLY, LOVE MUCH, LAUGH A LOT, WORK HARD, 
GIVE FREELY, AND BE KIND.”  If we are all able to do these things in 2016, like we did in 2015, we will  
overcome those challenges.   

Elder Bruce Churchill 



We Give Thanks for... 
for the gift of Jesus Christ 

for peacemakers 
for first responders 

for our PADS leadership Team 
for our KIDS Hope Mentors and Prayer Partners 

We Pray for… 
peace 

Syrian refugees 
Rich Chierico, recovering from surgery  

Pam Anderson and her family as they mourn the loss of her  
sister, Peggy  

those affected by natural disasters 
the school girls kidnapped in Nigeria, and for their families 

Christians in the Middle East 
an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the world 

all who are homeless 
Lu Noesges, Judy Bovenmyer, Rev. Kathy Collier, Ron Roemer,  

Jack Bovenmyer, Van Brokaw, Lucille Van Dyke and Kathy 
Bradley for continued healing 

peace in our hearts, our families, our communities, our nation 
and our world 

We Pray to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

 

In the pews, you might see green 
cards that invite you to consider how 
you have offered a gift of service 
this week or month. Whether you 
volunteered for something here at 
church or elsewhere, please fill out 
that card and place it in the offering 
plate as a way to mark that our time 
is  a gift from God, which we return 
to God in gratitude. We are invited 
to offer our whole selves, out of 
God’s abundant blessing, and  
marking our offering of service is 
one way we do that. 

For the month of January,  an  
offering of  66 volunteer hours have 
been reported! 

PINKIE’S TRAVELS 

The things Pinkie the Presbyterian  
Flamingo reminds us when we are  
together:  Followers of Jesus are  
flexible, going however the Spirit goes; 
We are filled with the Spirit who is  
represented as a flame (flamingo means 
flame); We are what we eat (people 
should be able to see Jesus when they 
see us). 

Forget the checkbook? You can support 
our mission online anytime using your 
credit or debit card! Just visit 
www.palatinepres.org/donate and you 
will  
never have to write  
another check for the  
offering plate.  

http://www.palatinepres.org/donate


 

Presbyterian Church of Palatine 
  

 February 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       
 1 2 3 

7 pm-12 am 
PADS 

4 

12 -7 am PADS 

5 

Office closed 

 

6 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group, Billy’s  
Pancake House 

7 

9-9:30 am Choir warm up 

10-11 am Worship (Communion) 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30 am-12:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

11:30 am-1 pm Adult Ed 

12:30-3pm Holy Week Planning 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA Ministry 

8 

 

9 

 

 

10 

9-11 am PW 
Board 

7 pm - Ash 
Wednesday 
Service 

7 pm-12 am 
PADS 

 

11 

12 -7 am PADS 

 

12 

Office closed 

 

13 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

9:30am-3:30pm  
Presbytery Assembly 
(1st Pres LaGrange) 

 

14 

Scout Sunday 

9-9:30 am Choir warm up 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30 am-12:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

11:30 am-1 pm Adult Ed 

15 

 

16 

7-8:30 pm  
Stewardship 

17 

9 –11 am Grace  
Circle 

7-9 pm  
Rebecca Circle 

7 pm –12 am 
PADS 

 

18 

12-7 am PADS 

 

19 

Office closed 

 

20 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

 

21 

9-9:30 am Choir warm up 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30 am-12:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

11:30 am-1 pm Adult Ed 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA Ministry 

 

22 

 

 

 

23 

7-9:30 pm Session 

 

 

24 

7 pm-12 am 
PADS 

25 

12-7 am PADS 

 

26 

Office closed 

 

27 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

 

28       

9-9:30 am Choir warm up 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship  

11:30 am-12:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

11:30 am-1 pm Adult Ed 

 

 

 

 

29 

 

 

 

  

 

  


