
                               Presbyterian Church of Palatine,  January 2015 

Spirit Sightings 
Coming this month!! 

January 3, 10, 17, 24 & 
31 at 8 am - Men’s 
Group 

January 4, 11, 18 and 25 
at 10 am - Worship 

January 11 & 18 at 11 am 
- Fellowship and Bible 
Study 

January 4 and 18 at 7:30 
pm - ALPHA  
ministry 

January 5, 12, 19 and 26 
at 7 pm - Boy Scouts 
#182  

January 7, 14, 21 & 28 at 
7 pm- PADS 

January 14 at 9 am - PW 
Board 

January 17 at 9 am - Joint 
Meeting: Elders and Dea-
cons 

January 20 at 7 pm - 
Stewardship 

January 20 at 7 pm - 
PADS leadership team 

January 21 at 9:15 am - 
Grace Circle 

January 21 at 7 pm -  
Rebecca Circle 

6-9 pm Dinner & Ghana  
Presentation 
The annual meeting of 
the congregation will 
take place during worship 
(10am) on January 25, 
and will be followed by 
lunch. 

January 27 at 7 pm -  
Session 

We are found by grace 

again and again, 

for the Spirit is always calling, 

breathing life, creating community, 

bringing together all kinds of people. 

 

We are fed by grace 

at Christ’s table, 

where no reservations are necessary. 

There is room at the table for all 

to know abundant bread of life and word of hope, 

a place to hear and be heard, 

to be fed and to feed, 

as we pray, sing, learn, and serve 

together. 

 

So we follow by grace 

seeking to be living examples 

of Christ’s welcome, 

offering food and shelter, 

nurture and comfort, 

challenge and opportunity, 

serving God by serving our neighbors 

until all sit together at table in God’s kingdom. 

 
We will look back at how the Spirit has moved at PCOP in the past year, and consid-
er the coming year, during the Annual Meeting of the congregation. Join us as we 
give thanks, elect officers, and share stories of God’s work during worship (10am) 
on January 25. Afterwards, we’ll continue to build up the body of Christ by sharing 
brunch together. The Annual Report will be available the week before the meeting, 
both as email and in print for those without computer access. 

WHO ARE WE AND WHAT ARE WE CALLED TO DO? 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

For our Christmas Eve service, poinsettias 
were given by… 

Bill & Janet Bedsole in memory of our  
fathers, William & Joseph 

Doris Heilman in memory of Lucille &  
Richard Kinkaid 

Sheila & Frank Ford in celebration of our 
grandchildren 

Barbara & Bruce Churchill in memory of 
loved ones 

Barbara & Bruce Churchill to the Glory of 
God 

Jeff & Anita Kern in celebration of our 
grandchildren 

Katrina Keiffer in loving memory of David 
Burnley, Ora Mae Burnley and Mary Jane 
Gilbert 

Jean Godsey in honor of family 

Sandy & Gerry Paquette in memory of loved 
ones 

Mary Lou & Bill Griffin in honor of Fred 
Barr, who served as PADS Site Director for 
many years 

Judy Lundeen in celebration of my 3  
grandsons, James, Ryan & Nolan 

The Photikarmbumrung Family in memory of 
Gayle Photikarmbumrung 

The Photikarmbumrung Family to honor the 
memory of loved ones in the Phillipines 

The Photikarmbumrung Family to honor the 
memory of loved ones in Thailand 

FLAT JESUS’ S TRAVELS 

As we begin a New Year together, let us ask for God’s  
blessing and guidance.  
 
God of past, present, and future, we face a new year. 
With spirits that sing, we celebrate all of the good times we 
enjoyed these past 12 months;  
guide us to always be thankful for the blessings we receive at 
your hand. 
With hearts that weep, we remember the sad and difficult 
times we faced these past 12 months;  
weep with us, and then dry our tears; reassure us of your 
faithful presence. 
Be with us in the hours, days, and weeks ahead. 
Give us, by your Spirit, generous hearts that reach out to  
others. 
Encourage us by your Spirit to be a people of hope. 
Inspire us by your Spirit to share your love. 
Direct us by your Spirit to reconcile with others. 
Empower us by your Spirit to speak your truth. 
Challenge us by your Spirit to try new things. 
Help us by your Spirit to put our faith into action. 
Grant us, by your Spirit, the wisdom we need to follow your 
will. 
Hear us, God of Grace. 
Attend our prayers, God of Hope. 
Guide our steps, God of Love. 
Remind us, Holy One, that you journey with us, every step of 
our way. 
Alleluia! Amen. 

~Prayer by the Rev. Ann Kansfield 



SPOTLIGHT ON PCOP 

By the time you read this article, December will have come and 
gone and it is January 2015.  Let’s briefly look at November 
2014 results and then talk about the challenges of 2015.  In  
November expenses exceeded receipts by $1,437.  Year to date 
receipts exceed expenses by $5,797.  We hope to end the year 
with a surplus.  We will discuss the year end results at the  
Annual Meeting on Sunday 1/25/15. 
 
The 2015 pledge drive has been very successful.  Thank you 
everyone who responded with a pledge. As of 12/14/14 we have 
67 pledges, 62 monetary and 5 prayer pledges.  The total  
monetary amount pledged is $194,462. 
 
The 2015 budget is a challenging budget.  All of the fat has been 
removed from this budget to reduce the projected deficit to 
$25,201.  Items of interest are: 

Parking lot fee – will be assigned to operating budget and 
will not be transferred to Facility Reserve.  In 2014 the 
fee was transferred to Facility Reserve (2014 balance: 
$11,795). 

Challenge Commitment – the session is committed to raising 
$10,000 from the community in 2015.  We need  
everyone’s help with the commitment.  If you have a  
viable fund raising idea please discuss it with a session 
member.  We hope to generate a list of viable events  
early in the year and pick the events with the highest  
potential for success and make them happen. 

Staff – the budget for 2015 does not include funding for a 
CE director or a Youth director. 

VBS – funding for a typical year of 50 attendees is included 
in the budget.   

Live Nativity – no funding is included.  If the Advent/
Christmas team decides that a Live Nativity event will 
be part of the season’s theme, then funding will come 
from a combination of season budget and a fund raising 
campaign. 

 
Finance/Stewardship is utilizing half of the bulletin board across 
from the Cosby Room for communication.  Each month the  
current Receipts and Disbursements statements will be posted.  
Also, a copy of the approved budget and a Pro Forma budget 
showing the current 2015 pledge will posted on this bulletin 
board. 
 
Thank you for contributing to our financial success in 2014.  We 
would not be successful without your contribution of time,  
talent and money. 
 
Go in peace remembering that we are found by grace, we are fed 
by grace, so we follow by grace. 

I’m Betty Bruce and most of you know me.   
After all, I became a member of PCOP in 1964.  
That’s 50 years ago!  How can that be?? 

I’ve seen the ups and downs of church  
membership including the coming and going of 
many pastors, temporary and permanent.  But, 
nevertheless, this has always been “my church” 
home and I love it.  Always did and hopefully 
always will.  So many great friendships began 
here.  Many are still in place and many other 
friends have passed on.  I still think of them 
fondly and recall good times together. 

Through the years I have tried to walk in His 
Light and share that Light with others.  I have 
been a Deacon, an Elder, a Presbyterian Women 
Association’s President, and even worked the 3 
a.m. to 7 a.m. PADS shift.  In the very early 
days, I taught Sunday school. 

I grew up in Marinette, Wisconsin, living in an 
apartment over my father’s drug store.  I went to 
the University of Wisconsin where I met Fred 
Bruce.  We moved to Chicago after we married.  
He died in 1996 and in 2003 I married George 
Morris, a friend and widow from Mt. Prospect.  
George died in 2011. 

Fred and I had three sons who grew up in PCOP 
after we moved to Palatine.  Jeff, the eldest, now 
lives in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  Jeff and Jan 
have a daughter, Emily, and son, Alex.  Steve 
and Denise live in Billingham, Washington, near 
Seattle.  My youngest son, Pete, and Beth live in  
Flagstaff, Arizona.  Needless to say, I love them, 
miss them and wish they lived closer. 

So that is the story of Betty Ann Peterson Drug 
Store Bruce Morris.  When I was very young, I 
thought that was my name—Betty Ann Peterson 
Drug Store! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our friends at the Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Store 
(275 E. Northwest Highway) are always looking 
for volunteers to help with sorting donations, 
pricing items and merchandising.  If you have a 
few spare hours each week and would like to 
help them out, contact Teagan Andrews,  
Volunteer Coordinator, at 815-271-5444 x24/ 
tandrews@HOSparrow.org.  They are open 
Monday through Friday from 10 am to 7 pm and 
10 am to 5 pm on Saturday.  All profits from the 
store go to support Home of the Sparrow which 
serves as a transitional shelter program providing  
housing and supportive services for homeless 
women and their children  Each year, more than 
165 homeless women and children reside in 
Home of the Sparrow’s shelters and scattered 
site apartments.  At any given time, up to 65% of 
residents are children. Since Home of the  
Sparrow’s program began, over 2,500 women 
have received help and hope and ultimately lives 
of independence and  self-sufficiency  For more 
information about the organization visit  
www.h-o-s.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Palatine Township Senior Center is  
seeking volunteers to deliver meals to  
homebound senior citizens in the community.  
Meals are delivered between 10:30 am and 12:30 
pm and days are flexible.  Substitute drivers are 
also needed.  Whether you can commit to one 
day a week or one day a month, you will help 
reach people who truly appreciate your time and 
your kindness.  Contact Nancy Stawicki at  
847-991-1112,x 227 to volunteer.  

 We are currently seeking a Supply Coordinator to join our 
team.  The position is not complicated and does not require a 
large time commitment.  Contact the church office (847-358-
4650) for more information. 

EPIPHANY TEAM 

The Epiphany Team would like to "shed some light" on our 
plans for this season.  Our theme is "Blinded By The 
Light". We will focus on how, when the disciples broke bread 
with Jesus, his true identity was revealed.  We, too, will break 
bread with Jesus throughout Epiphany.  For this reason, our 
main mission will be collecting food and other items for 
needy people through Northwest Compass (formerly  
CEDA). There will be a list of the items on the bulletin board 
with a box for donations.  We have also  scheduled a life-
saving blood drive with our partner, the Red Cross, on Sunday 
February 15th.  So bring your blood!  In terms of Christian 
Education,  Rev. Teri will be leading bible study in the Cosby 
Room during fellowship throughout Epiphany.  We will be 
studying how uniquely the four Gospels interpret the  
season.  Our Annual Meeting will be held during worship  
service on January 25th.  Vote often and stay for lunch! 
Shrove Tuesday will bring a return of Game Night with  
pancakes...and games!  And special music throughout the  
season will be, well...special!!!  Don’t miss a single Sunday!!! 
But you might need your sunglasses... 
 
Continued Blessings, 
-The Epiphany Team 
 
The Epiphany Team members are Kelly Gordon, Larry 
Knight, and Mike Rose. (if you need info from them, Kelly is 
the best one to ask as she checks her email most frequently!)  
 
 
 

PADS HOMELESS SHELTER 



OVERHEARD 

We give thanks: 
For the gift of Jesus Christ 
For the gift of Light 
For peacemakers 
For God’s faithfulness and blessings 
For our PADS leadership Team 
For the Advent/Christmas Team and leading us to be 
“Messengers of Light” 

We pray for: 
The people of Pakistan following the attack on the school in  
Peshawar 
The people of Gumsuri, Nigeria 
Rev. Amy Snedeker, battling cancer 
The Haggett family as they rebuild their home  
Wisdom for world leaders 
Peace 
Victims of violence 
The school girls kidnapped in Nigeria and for their families 
All who are homeless 
Ron Roemer, recovering from a broken hip  
Jeff Kern, Jan Anderson, Jim Ekeberg, Jack Bovenmyer, Van 
Brokaw, Lucille Van Dyke, Ruth Skorburg and Fred Barr for 
continued healing 

“ We received $700 on Giving Tues-
day”,  Bruce Churchill 

CHURCH STAFF 

On December 7, we welcomed a new 
member into our church family.  Kelly 
Gordon, on behalf of session, presented 
Katrina Kieffer to the congregation.  
Welcome Katrina, we are so happy to 
call you family! 

Linda Baumgart, Financial Secretary 

Young jee Cho-Park, Accompanist 

George Craig, Treasurer 

Anita Kern, Church Secretary 

 

The Rev. Teri Peterson, Pastor 

 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday  
9 am to 5 pm 

SEASON TEAMS 2015 

We still have a few spots open during 
some great seasons! The Easter team 
could use another member or two, as 
could the Pentecost and Harvest sea-
sons. Now is a great time to sign up 
for the opportunity to study, pray, and 
plan. It’s a wonderful experience to 
see how the whole church life can 
come together around God’s word. 
The sign-up sheets are on the bulletin 
board near the Cosby Room, just 
waiting for you to discern which one 
you would like to join!  

Save the Date to Save a 
Life: Blood Drive February 

15th!   
Bring a friend or two! 



 

Presbyterian Church of Palatine 
January 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 

New Year’s Day 

Office closed 

12-7 am PADS 

7-8 pm AA 

2 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

3 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group at Billy’s 
Pancake House 

 

4 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15 am-11:45 am  
Fellowship  

7:30-9:00 pm ALPHA  
ministry 

 

 

5 

10-11:30 am AA 

7-8 pm AA 

7-8:30 pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

 

6 

8:30-9:30 pm AA 

 

7 

7pm-12 am PADS 

8 

12-7 am PADS 

7-8 pm AA 

9 

10-11 am AA 

10 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

11 

10–11 am Worship 

11:15 am-11:45 am  
Fellowship  

 

 
 

 

12 

10-11:30 am AA 

7-8 pm AA 

7-8:30 am Boy 
Scouts #182 

 

13 

7– 9 pm  
Deacons 

8:30 - 9:30 pm AA 

14 

9-11:30 am PW 
board 

7pm-12 am PADS 

15 

12-7 am PADS 

7– 8 pm AA 

16 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

 

17 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

9-11:30 am Joint 
Meeting: Elders 
and Deacons 

 

18 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

7:30-9:00 pm ALPHA  
ministry 
 

 

19 

10-11:30 am AA 

7-8 pm AA 

7-8:30 am Boy 
Scouts #182 

 

20 

7-8:30 pm  
Stewardship 

7-8 pm PADS 
Leadership Team 

8:30-9:30 pm AA 

 

21 

9:15-11:15 am 
Grace circle 

7-9 pm Rebecca 
circle 

7pm-12 am PADS 

 

22 

12-7 am PADS 

7-8  pm AA 

23 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

 

24 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

6-9 pm Dinner & 
Ghana  
Presentation 

25 

10-11 am Worship/Annual 
Meeting 

11:15-Noon Lunch 

 

26 

10-11:30 am AA  

7-8 pm AA 

7-8:30 pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

 

27 

7-9:30 pm Session 

8:30- 9:30 pm AA 

28 

7pm-12 am PADS 

29 

12-7 am PADS 

7-8  pm AA 

30 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

31 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

 
 

 

      


