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Special dates to note 

 January 6 - Epiphany 
 January 8 - Lent  

planning meeting 
 January 10 - Advent 

evaluation meeting 
 January 15 -  

Leadership Retreat 
 January 22 & 29 - 

Movie night 
 January 29 - Annual 

Meeting 
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As we begin a new year together, let’s join our hearts in listening for 
how God is calling us to live into our identity as the Body of Christ in 
coming weeks and months. 

Who are we, and what are we called to do? 

We are found by grace 
again and again, 
for the Spirit is always calling, 
breathing life, creating community, 
bringing together all kinds of people. 

We are fed by grace 
at Christ’s table, 
where no reservations are necessary. 
There is room at the table for all 
to know abundant bread of life and word of hope, 
a place to hear and be heard, 
to be fed and to feed, 
as we pray, sing, learn, and serve together. 

So we follow by grace 
seeking to be living examples 
of Christ’s welcome, 
offering food and shelter, 
nurture and comfort, 
challenge and opportunity, 
serving God by serving our neighbors 
until all sit together at table in God’s kingdom. 

May it be so! 

 

 



 Season Teams 2017  
 
Thank you to everyone who has signed up for a season team.  We still need members for the 
following teams: 
 
Pentecost 1 –Scripture readings TBA 
The Holy Spirit is moving! 
 Planning meeting: April 9  
 Season: June 4 – July 22 (7 weeks) 
 
Pentecost 2 –Scripture readings TBA 
We grow with God. This season includes Labor Day. 
 Planning meeting: June 4 
 Season: July 23 – September 4 (7 weeks) 
 
Advent/Christmas –Scripture readings from Daniel, Joel, Isaiah, and Luke 
We await Christ’s incarnation yet again, making room & preparing the way. Includes Christ-
mas Eve, and may include Live Nativity if team wishes. 
 Planning meeting: October 1or 8 
 Season: December 3 – January 6 (6 weeks) 
 
We still have room for consultants on these teams: 
 
Lent –Scripture readings from Luke 9.51 – Luke 23 
We journey toward the cross, seeking God’s will. Includes Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, 
and Good Friday. 
 Planning meeting: January 8; Holy Week Planning Meeting February 26 
 Season: March 1 – April 15 (6.5 weeks) 
 
Easter –Scripture readings from Luke 24, Acts 6-8 & 15, Galatians 1-3  
Christ is Alive! We are Resurrection People! 
 Planning meeting: February 12; Holy Week Planning Meeting February 26 
 Season: April 16 – June 3 (7 weeks)   
 
 
Harvest 1 –Scripture readings from Genesis and Exodus 
We come together to hear God’s story yet again, from the beginning. 
 Planning meeting: July 23 
 Season: September 5 – October 21 (6 weeks) 
 
Harvest 2 –Scripture readings from 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, Jonah, Isaiah, Jeremiah 
We give thanks for God’s generous providing. This season includes the stewardship pledge 
campaign. 
 Planning meeting: August 27 
 Season: October 22 – December 2 (6 weeks) 
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Team Members: Jan Anderson, Bev Auer, Bruce & Barbara Churchill, Kelly Gordon, and 
Elaine Schmucker, consultant. 
 
LISTEN UP!! 
 
We’ll be trying our best to listen to the word that God has spoken (see hymn 455 for the theme 
song of the season!). 
We will be seeking to encounter the Living Word through Communion every Sunday, with 
home communion served on January 22nd and February 26th. 
 
On Sundays after worship the Epiphany team will provide coffee, tea and juice. We hope that 
God will use you all to provide snacks to continue our table fellowship together!  
 
Mission:  A BETTER LIFE FOR KIDS. This was such a good mission idea from the Advent 
Team, we’ve decided to continue supporting this organization throughout our season, drawing 
on the instructions in Luke 3:11: “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has 
none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 
 
For education and fellowship, we will watch and discuss two movies/books together, over the 
course of four nights on 1/22, 1/29, 2/12 and 2/19, from 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm. Popcorn and  
dessert will be served! 
The first movie (1/22 and 1/29) will be Horton Hears A  Who and the second (2/12 and 2/19) 
will be A Wrinkle In Time.  We also suggest reading the books (the first is a Dr Seuss book 
easily read in one sitting, the second is a brief novel by Madeline L’Engle, similar in length 
and style to the Chronicles of Narnia) before viewing the movies.  
 
The Annual meeting of the congregation will be during worship on 1/29, as it has been for the 
past several years, and a potluck brunch will be served afterward—you are invited to bring 
something that strikes your fancy to share as we celebrate our church community. 

Epiphany 



 

 
PADS plea 
______________________ 

 
 

We are in need of  
volunteers to help staff our 
PADS homeless shelter on 
Wednesday night/Thursday 
morning. 
 
We especially need people 
willing to work the 3rd shift, 
which is from 2:45 am to 7 
am on Thursday morning. 
 
Please contact Elaine 
Schmucker (847-776-5816) 
or Deanna Brown  
(847-858-1776 /  
deannabrown60@yahoo.com) 
if you are interested in  
volunteering. 
 
 
 
 
. 

 
 

4 

In the pews, you might see green cards that invite you to 
consider how you have offered a gift of service this week or 
month. Whether you volunteered for something here at 
church or elsewhere, please fill out that card and place it in 
the offering plate as a way to mark that our time is  a gift 
from God, which we return to God in gratitude. We are  
invited to offer our whole selves, out of God’s abundant 
blessing, and marking our offering of service is one way we 
do that. 

For the month of December, an offering of  60.5  volunteer 
hours have been reported. 
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Harvest 2 
 

The Harvest 2 team chose the theme “God Provides”.  We saw 
this in so many ways. The abundance of food that the  
congregation brought for fellowship was truly amazing.  We 
want to thank everyone for their generosity.  We also want to 
thank Sandy and Gerry Paquette for organizing the  
Thanksgiving Baskets for the Palatine Township.  We were able 
to fill 3 baskets.  It is a wonderful feeling knowing that 3  
families had a nice Thanksgiving dinner because of all of you.   
 

We had a church wide event at “Feed My Starving Children” in 
Libertyville.  The evening was filled with mission and  
fellowship.  This was such a meaningful time for the 30 of us 
who participated.  The volunteer in charge went into detail 
about how very important this food is for different countries.  
These children are literally starving to death! This food, that we 
were packaging, was keeping them alive.  It was hard to  
comprehend this.  This packaged food was changing their lives.  
We all left there feeling very blessed…..blessed that we could 
help others, and knowing how very blessed we are!  Thanking 
all of you again.   

The Harvest 2 Season Team….Sheila & Frank Ford, Judy  
Lundeen, Judy & George Craig and Teri Peterson.   



  
 
From Bruce Churchill, Elder 
 
Hello 2017!  Goodbye 2016!  Happy New Year!   
Another year has whizzed right by. Seems just like yesterday that I was writing the stewardship 
article for the January 2016 Spirit Sightings and now I’m writing the article for the January 
2017 Spirit Sightings. Don’t know about you, but I’m looking forward to the new year and the 
great things that we will accomplish in 2017. 
 
Although I would like to be giving you a year end wrap-up of our financial position, this article 
is written before the December 2016 bank statements are available. However, the November 
results are in and we had another good month!   For the month of November income exceeded 
expenses by $2,862.19.  For the year (Jan – Nov) income has exceeded expenses by $5,501.37. 
If there are no major catastrophes in December, we could close the year with income exceeding 
expenses.  How outstanding is it to have five years of income exceeding expenses? Thank you, 
God, for encouraging us to be cheerful givers and good stewards of our expenses. 
 
The 2017 budget has been approved by Session.  Again this year, a deficit budget has been  
approved.  Based on our last five year’s performance, I do not find this alarming. In each of the 
last five years the approved budget was a deficit budget, but at the end of each of those five 
years we overcame the deficit and generated a small surplus. I am concerned that when we do 
not generate that surplus, when expenses are greater than income, we will deplete some of our 
assets to offset this loss.  Since we have had a surplus in six of the last 10 years, we have built 
up our assets from $138,000 in 2006 to more than $155,000.  This has been accomplished 
through your generosity, through the communities’ generosity, and by being good stewards of 
our expenses.  Thank you, God, for encouraging us to continue to be generous with our gifts, 
for encouraging the community to continue to be generous with their gifts and for encouraging 
us to continue to be good stewards of our expenses. 

 
Let’s talk about how awesome we are!  In 2006 we ended the year with 261 members.  The  
envelope offering received in 2006 was $255,928.  In 2016 we have 155 members and through 
November we have received $163,512 in envelope offering.  We are hoping for strong giving 
in December and are projecting that we will receive an additional $14,401, making the total for 
the year $177,913.  Average giving per member has increased from $980.57 in 2006 to 
$1,147.83 in 2016.  That is a 20% increase in per member giving.  Given the difficult financial 
times of the past ten years, a 20% increase is awesome! 
 

I recently ran across a quote by Sir Winston Churchill: “We make a living by what we get; we 
make a life by what we give.”  Isn’t that true!  Dear God, please help and encourage us to make 
our lives so much better by being cheerful and generous givers.  Amen. 
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Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is supported through the One Great 
 Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering (PDA receives 32%) as well as through  
designated gifts.  Here are a few of the ways those offerings were at work  
in 2016: 
 
Haiti – Ongoing rebuilding and support following the January, 2015  
earthquake. Food security and support for farmers impacted by Hurricanes Sandy and  
Matthew. 
Ecuador – Response and ongoing rebuilding support after the April 2016 earthquakes. 
Madagascar and Malawi – Response to weather-related hazards ranging from flooding to 
drought dating back to 2015 which severely impacted field crops leading to an increase in 
food insecurity.  Support has included restoration and/or construction of irrigation channels 
and drainage, education, and seeds to replace lost crops. 
Philippines - Typhoon Haiyan (also known as Yolanda) struck the Philippines on November 
8, 2013. It was the strongest storm recorded at landfall. Millions were displaced when their 
homes were destroyed or washed away, and more than 6,000 died from the storm.  PDA  
provided emergency assistance in the form of emergency food, plastic sheeting, water and 
sanitation repair, programs of cash for work, shelter assistance, and blankets for more than 
200,000 persons. More than three years later PDA remains a presence, now working to  
rebuild people’s lives, including permanent housing, schools, water and sanitation facilities, 
and the restoration of fishing and agricultural livelihoods. 
Syria - Since the beginning of the Syrian civil war in March 2011, PDA has been engaged in 
responding to the needs of displaced persons and refugees. The response has been in  
collaboration with and support of ACT Alliance (Action by Churches Together) members and 
other ecumenical partners who are providing relief to refugees in neighboring countries and 
to internally displaced Syrians. PDA has also been providing direct assistance to our mission 
partner, the National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon (NESSL), which is also 
providing relief and care. 
United States – PDA has responded to the devastation caused by natural and man-made  
disasters throughout the country and remains a presence long after emergency response teams 
have left impacted areas. Volunteers continue the rebuilding of communities impacted by 
Hurricane Sandy, tornadoes in the heartland and southwest, fires along the Pacific coast, and 
flooding in the southeast.  
In January, members of the PDA National Response Team (NRT) were dispatched to Flint, 
MI to determine immediate and long-term needs resulting from the water crisis there. The 
team remains a presence as work continues to rebuild the contaminated infrastructure and  
establish community based monitoring. 
PDA National Response Team (NRT) -  Members of the NRT represent PDA following a 
disaster in the United States. They provide support to affected presbyteries and synods as 
they assess the impact of the disaster on both the church and the community; and they assist 
in connecting presbyteries to recovery resources, including identification of sites for hosting 
volunteer work teams. 

PADS 
 
In the month of December we welcomed  81  guests to our site. (Note: Our site was closed on 
December 28 due to a water main break at the corner of Palatine and Rohlwing Roads  
resulting in the water being shut off at our facility. Our guests were accommodated at St. 
James and Our Lady of the Wayside in Arlington Heights. ) 
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for the gift of Jesus Christ 
for peacemakers 

for our PADS volunteers 
for our Kids Hope mentors and prayer partners 

for those who have no home 
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We Give Thanks to God…. 

We Pray for … 
 

an end to discrimination 
 

Denise Anderson and Jan Edmiston, Co-Moderators  
of the 222nd PC(USA) General Assembly 

 
those who have suffered loss as a result of natural disasters 

 
an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the world 

 
Syrian refugees 

 
all who are homeless 

 
the Bastiani family, Judy Bovenmyer,   

Jack Bovenmyer, Van Brokaw and Kathy Bradley for continued 
healing 

 
      peace in our hearts, our families, our communities, our nation 

& our world 

We will celebrate the feast of the Epiphany on January 6. 
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Presbyterian Church of Palatine 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
10-11 am Worship 
11:15-11:45 am  
Fellowship 
11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

2 3 4 
7pm-12 am 
PADS 

5 
12 –7 am 
PADS 

6 
Office closed 

7 
8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group at Billy’s 
Pancake House 
 
 

8 
9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
10-11 am Worship 
11:15-11:45 am  
Fellowship 
11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30-9 pm ALPHA  
Ministry 

9 
 

10 
6 pm Advent 
evaluation 
meeting, 
Emmett’s 
 

11 
9-11:00 am PW 
board 
7pm-12 am 
PADS 

12 
12 –7 am 
PADS 
 
 

13 
Office closed 
 
 
 

14 
8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 
 
 
 
 

15 
9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
10-11 am Worship 
11:15-11:45 am  
Fellowship 
11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
12-5 pm Leadership Retreat 
 

16 
 

17 
7-8:30 pm 
Stewardship 

18 
9:15-11:15 am 
Grace Circle 
7-9 pm  
Rebecca  Circle 
7pm-12 am 
PADS 

19 
12 –7 am 
PADS 

 
 
 

20 
Office closed 
 
 

21 
8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 
 
 

22 
9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
10-11 am Worship 
11:15-11:45 am  
Fellowship 
11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30-9 pm ALPHA  
Ministry 
 
 

23 
 

24 
7-9:30 pm 
Session 
 
 

25 
7pm-12 am 
PADS 

 
 
 
 
 

26 
12 –7 am 
PADS 

27 
Office closed 
 
 

 
 

28 
8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 
 
 

29 
8-8:30 am Annual Meeting 
9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
10-11 am Worship 
11:15-11:45 am  
Fellowship 
11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

30 
 
 

31 
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