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PCOP Hosts Immigration Forum 
 

On Sunday, May 21st, PCOP hosted a community forum on  
immigration titled “All Are Welcome: A Conversation About Providing 
Welcome and the Law”.  The topic tied in with the Easter team’s  
Christian Education focus on immigration and provided another area of 
information and discussion on the topic.  This forum was the first in a 
series this year organized by the Session.  Two additional forums on  
different topics are tentatively planned for the fall. 
 
The forum included a panel of speakers including Fr. Corey Brost of  
Viator House; Ms. Manda Walters of Immigration and Customs  
Enforcement (“ICE”); and Palatine Police Department’s Chief Al 
Stoeckel.  The discussion focused primarily on questions about what  
immigration enforcement does and its impact on our community; the  
impact of recent executive orders related to immigration enforcement; 
and the specific needs of our community. 
 
The attendance was small, but there were a good number of questions.  
We learned that current law enforcement activities are still focused on 
public safety as they have always been – both for ICE and for the police 
department.  While Palatine is not a “sanctuary city”, residents should 
feel comfortable calling the police when they need help regardless of 
their immigration status.  Palatine Police Department receives a very 
small number of detainer requests from ICE annually and is not  
typically involved with checking the immigration status of people with 
whom they have contact on a day-to-day basis.  ICE’s “sensitive areas” 
policy has not changed: ICE is not typically entering churches, schools, 
or hospitals to make arrests.     
 
There are many opportunities to provide assistance and welcome to those 
who are waiting for determination of their immigration status.  Support 
of organizations like Viator House is one option.  It would be possible to 
form additional such organizations if the demand and resources in our 
area allow.  For myself, I learned about how attorneys can volunteer at 
organizations like the National Immigrant Justice Center to take on  
immigration cases for people who would otherwise proceed pro se.  
There also seems to be a need for improved communication across our 
community about what resources are available to help our immigrant 
neighbors and to reassure people that the system is largely unchanged 
from the past.     
 
As we move forward, we should continue to consider the ways we are 
called, both as a family of faith and as individuals, to serve God as we 
serve our neighbors. 
 
Katrina Keiffer, elder 
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Thank you to everyone who participated in our Easter Team activities, from ushering to  
attending our Christian education presentations, to making donations to Viator House of  
Hospitality (there is still time to donate – items may be dropped off in the office). 
 
We hope we have opened you to hearing God’s call regarding the plight of immigrants/
refugees. Please consider joining us as we continue the dialogue and search for ways to support 
immigrants as they seek to become documented and/or naturalized. More information will  
follow in coming weeks. 
 

The Easter Team - Deanna Brown, Kathy Ekeberg, Jane Hollander, Anita Kern; Nancy  

Barkman & Dianne Shields, consultants 

Easter Season 

Pentecost 1 
June 4 – July 16 

  
Growing Together in Faith 
The scripture readings for Pentecost 1 led the team to this theme as we heard  
references to growing, being together, and faith. It seems to be an appropriate theme at this time 
in our church as we need to stay strong as a family while the search is made for a designated 
pastor. 
  
Worship 
We will have worship on Saturday, July 1 at 5 pm allowing us to truly observe the day of 
rest on Sunday. Following the service on Saturday, we will be gathering as a community at 
Community Park to share a meal.  We can walk from the church to the park, and for those who 
can’t walk, we will shuttle you up to the park.  You are welcome to bring your food or purchase 
food at the Homefest. 
  
Christian Education – “60 Minutes to Grow Together” 
We have spoken with members of the congregation who are willing to share their  
talents to help others.  These events will happen on Thursday evenings frpm 6:45 to 8:15 
p.m. making time for fellowship before and after. 
  
Mission 
One of our mission projects will be the Pentecost Offering.  This will be shared as  
follows:  40% to our Kids Hope program; 25% for PC (USA) Young Adult Volunteers 
(YAVS); 25% for youth ministries, and 10% to provide safe havens and improved |educations 
for at risk children. 
  
Our other mission is a trip to Feed My Starving Children on June 24 from 11:30 am to 1:30 
pm.  We will be inviting the other groups who use the church to join us.  Before heading out to 
FMSC, we will have brunch at9:15 am.  We will then carpool to Libertyville. 
  
Let’s continue to Grow Together in Faith as family! 
  
 P1 Team 
Ann Kim, Janet Bedsole, Larry Knight and Kelly Gordon 
Consultant – Jinny Chieu 
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In the pews, you might see green cards that invite you to 

consider how you have offered a gift of service this week or 

month. Whether you volunteered for something here at 

church or elsewhere, please fill out that card and place it in 

the offering plate as a way to mark that our time is  a gift 

from God, which we return to God in gratitude. We are  

invited to offer our whole selves, out of God’s abundant 

blessing, and marking our offering of service is one way we 

do that. 

For the month of May, an offering of  44.5 volunteer hours 

have been reported. 
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First crop delivered to the 
Palatine Township Food 
Pantry on 5/22/17  

 
 
 
The Garden Ministry is always looking for individuals to help tend the PCOP vegetable  
gardens.  If you feel this ministry is something you want to be part of, please contact Lyn  
Nawrot, Jim Ekeberg, Marge Pearson, Curt Peterson or the church office.  All produce 
grown in the church plots is donated to the Palatine Township Food Pantry.  Individuals 
receiving assistance from the pantry are able to add fresh produce to the canned and boxed  
staples they currently receive. 

 



 
From Bruce Churchill, Elder 
 
 

 

 

I would like to share with you an excerpt from an article that I read on the Presbyterian  

Foundation website. 

 

Ask, thank, tell: Stewardship in smaller churches 

August 25, 2015 by The Presbyterian Outlook  
 by Paul Grier 

 
Ours is a denomination of smaller-membership congregations. Almost a third of our 
churches count 50 or fewer members; some 1,300 churches have 25 or fewer. Only about 
30 percent of all PC(USA) congregations have more than 150 members. Yet we often hear 
the question: What does stewardship look like in a small church? 
 
The local congregation occupies a central role in most Presbyterians’ lives: the place in 
which worship is celebrated, where study of the Scriptures is undertaken, where our  
children are baptized into the faith and where our parents and spouses are memorialized. 
 
For many of us, the church also serves as the sociological “third place.” We have home (the 
“first place”) and work (the “second place”) and then … a “third place” where community 
forms, new friendships forge and relationships deepen. 
 
For reasons of faith and reasons of fellowship, the church is a vital component of our 
makeup. Yet how we fund our congregations is often an unaddressed subject. Our session 
meetings are usually filled with conversation about the constraints of our budgets with little 
attention given to how we encourage our members to share freely with the church they love. 
 
Because our nation’s philanthropy is closely studied, we know that religion accounts for the 
largest component of American giving, receiving 31 percent of all contributions made. Too 
often church leaders ignore information that is readily available and fully relevant to our 
congregations’ stewardship issues: 
 
 - Overall U.S. giving increased by 4.4 percent in 2013 and giving to educational causes 
grew by 8.9 percent. Did the church you serve see a similar expansion in giving?  
 
 - Online giving grew by 13.5 percent in 2013. In fact, faith-based nonprofit  
organizations led the way in the growth in online giving last year. Do you offer this option 
for the congregation?  
 
 - Bequests and other forms of planned giving provide an exceptional opportunity for 
church members to remember the church in the disposition of their accumulated  
possessions at life’s end, yet only one-fourth of PC(USA) congregations receive a bequest 
each year. 
 
(continued on the next page) 
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http://pres-outlook.org/author/The%20Presbyterian%20Outlook/
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Continued from page 5 
 
When was the last time your congregation received a bequest from a member or former  
member? How recently have you invited your members to consider endowing their annual 
pledge? 
 
Smaller churches sometimes envy the economies of scale enjoyed by larger congregations. 
However, those larger churches often yearn for the sense of familiarity and family atmosphere 
found in their smaller counterparts.                            
 
 
This article confirmed for me many things that I feel are important to me.  First, as a small  
congregation we are not alone.  The majority of congregations in PCUSA are our size.  Next 
the article affirmed my belief that our congregation occupies a central role in my life.  And, as 
the next paragraph states the church is a place “where community forms, new friendships forge 
and relationships deepen.” 
 
If you wish you can read the rest of the article on the Presbyterian Outlook website  
http://pres-outlook.org. 
 

A Steward's Prayer  

Our heavenly Father, throughout this day help me to remember that a very real portion of your 

Kingdom has been placed in my keeping. Therefore, teach me to love you:  

With all my heart... that I may love those whom you love, giving back to the most  

unlovable and difficult, your own everlasting mercy and compassion;  

With all my soul...that I may seek fresh ways in which your  divine power  may surge 

through my commonplace routine from morning till night;  

With all my strength...that my hands may work the works of God who sent me, that my 

energy may be poured out for the needs of your family, until all I own or earn or gain may be 

spent in a stewardship of loving kindness; and,  

With all my mind...that I may think your  thoughts from moment to moment, making 

beautiful and significant each expenditure, always placing you first, that your Kingdom may 

come through my sharing, my caring, my daring for your name's sake. Amen. 

 

 

http://pres-outlook.org
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Presbyterian World Mission 
  

A series of storms in the past few weeks have caused a number of problems for residents across 
the Midwest and the South. From early April until mid-May, thousands have been left without 
power while some businesses and churches have been damaged by fallen trees, high winds and 
flooding. 
  
Two Presbyterian churches in Alabama were the victims of fallen trees. In Missouri, the biggest 
problem was high water with anywhere from 8 to 16 inches of rain in two days. Since the storm 
outbreak, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has been in contact with affected presbyteries. 
  
“PDA has worked to reach out and support those in the path of the storms, offering initial sup-
port to eight presbyteries,” said Jim Kirk, PDA associate for national response. “The initial of-
fer has resulted in three National Response Team deployments and two emergency grants 
awarded. The eight include the Presbytery of Arkansas, John Calvin Presbytery, the Presbytery 
of Sheppards and Lapsley, the Presbytery of Mississippi, Giddings-Lovejoy Presbytery, Grace 
Presbytery, the Presbytery of St. Andrew and the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois.” Kirk 
says PDA is already working on long term recovery plans. 
  
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is able to offer immediate response to emergencies like these 
because of your gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering. 

Elders on Call 

 

During this time of transition should you have a pastoral emergency, please contact your  

deacon or the elder on call: 

 

May 29– June 4 Barbara Churchill (847) 340-4087 

June 5 - 11  Judy Lundeen  (847) 358-4666 

June 12 - 18  Tom Kenter  (630) 248-0377 

 

 

Pastor Teri’s Contact Information 

 

Email:  tericarolpeterson@gmail.com 

Address as of June 1:  4A Bush Street, Musselburgh, Scotland EH21 6DB 

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/oghs.html


 

for peacemakers 

for caregivers 

for those who tend our garden 

for the gift of Jesus Christ 

for the release of Nigerian school 
girls 
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Teri Peterson as she settles in Scotland 

 

those suffering loss in Manchester, England  

 
an end to discrimination 

 
our PNC 

 
an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the 

world 
 

those who have suffered a loss due to natural  
disaster 

 
 refugees 

 
all who are homeless 

 
Barbara Churchill, Carol Reagan, the Bastiani family, 
Chris Barr, Judy Bovenmyer,  Jack Bovenmyer, Van 

Brokaw and Kathy Bradley for continued healing 
 

      peace in our hearts, our families, our  
communities, our  

nation & our world 
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Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

7 pm DPNC 

2 

Office closed 

3 

8-9:30 am 

Men’s Group at 

Billy’s Pancake 

House 

4 

Pentecost 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship  

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

12-3:30 pm Pentecost 2 

Planning Meeting 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

7 pm DPNC 

 

9 

Office closed 

 

 

 

10 

8-9:30 am 

Men’s Group 
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Trinity Sunday 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

7 pm DPNC 

 

 

 

16 

Office closed 

 

 

17 

8-9:30 am 

Men’s Group 

 

 

18 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

 

 

 

 

19 

 

20 

7-8:30 pm 

Stewardship 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

22 

7 pm DPNC 

 

23 

Office closed 

 

 

 

 

24 

8-9:30 am 

Men’s Group 

9:15 am Brunch 

followed by 

11:30 am Feed 

My Starving  

Children 

 

25 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

27 

7-9:30 pm 

Session 

 

 

28 

 

29 

7 pm DPNC 

30  

9 8 


