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Special dates to note 

March  1 - Ash Wednesday 

March 14 - Adult Education/
book signing 

March 23 & 30 - Adult  
Education, book study 

March 24, 25 & 26 -  
Presbyterian Women’s  
Retreat 

The Designated Pastor Nominating Committee is hard at work. 
They have been praying, studying, talking, and writing our PCOP 
Ministry Information Form. This is the form that gives potential 
new pastors a first look at our church, and helps them know if 
they’d like to join us in discerning whether we are called to be  
together. Our MIF was just approved and will be active in the  
nationwide database of congregations seeking pastors, as well as 
being given by the Presbytery office to potential good matches here 
in the local area. Please keep praying for the PNC and for potential 
candidates, that all may hear the Spirit’s call clearly! 

One section of the MIF asks “How will this position help you to 
reach your vision and mission goals?” On our behalf, the PNC  
answered: 

Our church is grounded by our statement of purpose. The world 
around us and our community are constantly changing. We find the 
issues of the world are right here with us. At times, we struggle to 
understand. We turn to our faith which is strengthened by our  
community and the guidance of the pastor. 

When we are found by grace, anything is possible. We find our 
community changing bringing new, fresh, and diverse people into 
our midst. We are renewed by the Spirit and are amazed by what we 
see happening in our community. Our pastor will be led by the Holy 
Spirit and together we can go out into the community and, serve our 
neighbors to create something new and wonderful. 

Each time we partake in the sacraments, we are fed by God’s  
everlasting grace. The table from which we are fed is our  
nourishment in all aspects – food, thought, word, and deed. By  
sharing the elements, the teaching elder also reminds us of these 
things and charges us to continue to share what we have been given 
with others. As we are fed by our teaching elder, we are vitalized to 
go out and share God’s grace. 

Every day of the week should find us following by grace, not only 
immediately following worship. The grace that we have been given 
is to be shared with everyone we meet. Our actions should reflect 
this grace every day of our lives. The pastor will be an example of 
following by grace by showing us how to live grace filled lives. 

May it be so!  

March 2017 
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 Season Teams 2017  
 
Thank you to everyone who has signed up for a season team.  We still need members for the 
following teams: 
 
Pentecost 1 –Scripture readings TBA 
The Holy Spirit is moving! 
 Planning meeting: April 9  
 Season: June 4 – July 22 (7 weeks) 
 
Pentecost 2 –Scripture readings TBA 
We grow with God. This season includes Labor Day. 
 Planning meeting: June 4 
 Season: July 23 – September 4 (7 weeks) 
 
Advent/Christmas –Scripture readings from Daniel, Joel, Isaiah, and Luke 
We await Christ’s incarnation yet again, making room & preparing the way. Includes Christ-
mas Eve, and may include Live Nativity if team wishes. 
 Planning meeting: October 1or 8 
 Season: December 3 – January 6 (6 weeks) 
 
We still have room for consultants on these teams: 
 
Harvest 2 –Scripture readings from 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, Jonah, Isaiah, Jeremiah 
We give thanks for God’s generous providing. This season includes the stewardship pledge 
campaign. 
 Planning meeting: August 27 
 Season: October 22 – December 2 (6 weeks) 
 
Current teams: 
 
Lent Team is in the implementation stage.  Members of the team are:  Judy Craig, George 
Craig, Judy Lundeen, Marge Pearson.  Consultant is Jan Lohs. 
 
Easter Team is in the planning stage.  Members of the team are:  Deanna Brown, Kathy 
Ekeberg, Jane Hollander, Anita Kern. Consultants are Nancy Barkman and Dianne Shields. 
 
Pentecost 1 planning meeting to be held April 9. 
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Team Members:  George Craig, Judy Craig, Judy Lundeen, Marge Pearson, consultant Jan 
Lohs. 
 
Education 
  
Author Carol Howard Merritt will be here at PCOP on Tuesday, March 14, for a signing and 
discussion of her new book, Healing Spiritual Wounds. A light supper will be served at 6:30 
p.m., followed by Rev. Merritt’s presentation at 7:00 p.m. Further discussion of the book will 
be held at 6:30 p.m. at PCOP on March 23, and at Panera Bread (Rand Road, Arlington 
Heights) on March 30, April 6 and April 11. 
  
Devotional materials prepared by Bread for the World including readings, prayers and actions 
to help us observe Lent are available in the Cosby Room and below the bulletin board in the 
narthex. 
  
Fellowship 
  
During the season of Lent we will be practicing the discipline of fasting. Fellowship Hour  
offerings will be limited to coffee, tea and juice. 
  
Mission 
  
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) will be the mission focus for the season of Lent. Our 
gifts to OGHS support ministries of disaster response, refuge assistance/resettlement, and 
community development, helping people find safe refuge, start new lives, and work together to 
strengthen their families and communities through the Presbyterian Hunger Program,  
Self-Development of People and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA). The rapid response 
of PDA both financially and with rapid response teams to assist victims of catastrophic events 
around the world are made possible by funding from OGHS. 

Lent 

Easter 

Team Members:  Deanna Brown, Kathy Ekerberg, Jane Hollander, Anita Kern, consultants 

Nancy Barkman and Dianne Shields. 

 

The Easter team is planning for a very busy season.  Please mark the following on your  

calendar: 

 

April 16 - Easter worship followed by a continental breakfast 

April 23 - Pastor Teri’s last day at PCOP followed by a celebration 

April 30 - Fr. Corey Brost will be speaking after worship about his work with immigrants and 

refugees 

 

Our mission focus is immigration and refugees.  We will challenge the congregation to 

open up to the plight of this group of people and how we can help.   
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Author Carol Howard Merritt  
at Palatine Presbyterian Church 
March 14

th
 at 7pm 

*A light dinner will be served at 6:30pm 
 

Join us for a book signing, where the Rev. Carol Howard 
Merritt will read from her new book and take questions 
from the audience as well. Books will be available for  
purchase, or Rev. Merritt can also sign your  
previously-purchased copy. 
 

 
 

“An amazing resource… emotionally intense, beautifully written, and courageously honest, and the  
exercises are just what you need. Healing Spiritual Wounds helped me.” (Brian D. McLaren)  

Join the Healing Spiritual Wounds discussion class 6:30-8:30pm  
at Panera Bread (on Rand Road in Arlington Heights) 

Thursdays March 23 (at church), March 30, April 6, and Tuesday April 11.  
 
“Written with startling honesty…Merritt’s tender prose, interesting stories, and practical,  
workbook-based approach make this book invaluable for those working in what Pope Francis calls ‘the field  
hospital’ of the church.” (Publishers Weekly) 
 
 
 

Though participation and affiliation in traditional religious institutions is  
waning, many people still believe in God. Merritt lays out a multistage plan for  
moving from pain to spiritual rebirth, from recovering theological and emotional 
shards to recovering communal wholeness. 

 

Merritt does not sugarcoat the wrongs institutions long seen as trustworthy have 
inflicted on many innocent victims. Sympathetic, understanding, and deeply positive, 
she offers hope and a way to help them heal and reclaim the spiritual joy that can 
make them whole again.  

The March/April/May issue of Our Daily Bread and 

the March/April issue of The Upper Room are  

available below the bulletin board in the narthex.  
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In the pews, you might see green cards that invite you to 

consider how you have offered a gift of service this week or 

month. Whether you volunteered for something here at 

church or elsewhere, please fill out that card and place it in 

the offering plate as a way to mark that our time is  a gift 

from God, which we return to God in gratitude. We are  

invited to offer our whole selves, out of God’s abundant 

blessing, and marking our offering of service is one way we 

do that. 

For the month of February, an offering of  98 volunteer 

hours have been reported. 
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2017 CHURCH OFFICERS 
 
Clerk of Session:  Kelly Gordon 
 
ELDERS: 
 
Class of 2017    Class of 2018    Class of 2019 
Allan Garraway   Judy Lundeen    Barbara Churchill 
Bill Bedsole    Katrina Keiffer    
Kara Strickland   Frank Ford 
Tom Kenter 
 
DEACONS: 
 
Class of 2017    Class of 2018    Class of 2019 
Lyn Nawrot    Jan Anderson    Chris Barr 
Neil Photikarmbumrung  Judy Craig    Jess Bedsole 
     Marge Pearson   Robin Dillon 
 

 
CHURCH STAFF 

 
Linda Baumgart, Financial Secretary 

George Craig, Treasurer 
Anita Kern, Secretary 

Ingrid Mikolajczyk, Director of Music 
Crystalyn Boyer, Accompanist 

 
The Rev. Teri Peterson, Pastor 

 
Office hours:  Monday  - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 



 
From Bruce Churchill, Elder 
 

Recently Anita circulated this prayer request from 
George Craig, asking that we give thanks to God 
  
… for providing us with the funds we have needed in recent years to continue to grow our min-
istry, and asking that we make part of our daily prayers this year that God will provide us with 
an abundance of funds, exceeding all expectations. 
 
…for all of the spiritual leaders God has called to this congregation over the years, and asking 
that the next person called to share ministry with us will guide our congregation to places we 
cannot imagine. 
 
This is a great prayer!  Over the past 10 years, with God’s guidance, we have received more 
than we have spent and we have added funds to our reserves.  In January, we spent $917.83 
more than we received. We are not rich, but we do have the reserves to weather a few storms. 
We pray that God will provide us an abundance of funds so that we can overcome the projected 
budget deficit of $45,748, exceeding all expectations. This is the year that we will have to do 
some of the building maintenance projects that we have postponed for various reasons. We 
have budgeted accordingly.  We are praying that someone with building maintenance experi-
ence will step up and help us plan, manage and execute these projects. 
 
This is a year of uncertainty and change!  We are very thankful for the spiritual leaders that 
God has called to our congregation over the years.  We pray that God will call the right person 

to share our ministry with us and will guide our congregation to places we cannot imagine.  Our 
very talented pastor nominating committee is in place.  The process has started!  We pray that 
God will guide this team through this process and that the selection process goes smoothly and 
quickly.  “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jer. 29:11 

A Steward's Prayer 

Our heavenly Father,  throughout this day help me to remember that a very real portion of your 
Kingdom has been placed in my keeping. Therefore teach me to love you: 

With all my heart... that I may love those whom you love, giving back to the most unlovable 
and difficult, your own everlasting mercy and compassion; 

With all my soul...that I may seek fresh ways in which your divine power may surge through 
my commonplace routine from morning till night; 

With all my strength...that my hands may work the works of God who sent me, that my energy 
may be poured out for the needs of your family, until all I own or earn or gain may be spent in 
a stewardship of loving kindness; and, 

With all my mind...that I may think your thoughts from moment to moment, making beautiful 
and significant each expenditure, always placing you first, that your Kingdom may come 

through my sharing, my caring, my daring for your name's sake.  Amen. 
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PC(USA) News and Announcements 

  
The Reverend J. Herbert Nelson, II, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.), joined other faith leaders February 16 in signing an amicus curiae brief filed 
with the United States District Court opposing the president’s executive order creating a trav-
el ban. 
  
The interfaith coalition of religious congregations, associations, and organizations united “to 
speak with one voice against the Executive Order issued on January 27, 2017, suspending the 
United States Refugee Admissions Program and halting entry into the United States by citi-
zens of seven majority-Muslim nations,” the brief states. It was filed with the U.S. District 
Court, Eastern District of New York. 
  
“My participation in this brief reflects the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s historic commit-
ment to welcoming refugees and demanding an immigration system free from discrimina-
tion,” Nelson says. “We continue to stand with the widow, orphan, and foreigner.” 
  
The interfaith amicus brief urges the court to find the executive order unlawful, “recognizing 
the profound harm it wreaks on the mission, values, and religious freedom that we, as repre-
sentatives of a broad range of faith traditions, hold dear.” 
  
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), through its General Assembly, has passed more than 20 
pieces of policy in support of refugees and refugee resettlement since 1947. Among those 
policies is a 2016 action to respond to the Biblical directive to provide for the stranger and 
the sojourner by advocating for and seeking to improve matters related to U.S. government 
resettlement policies. 
  

Condensed from an article by Toya Richards, Director of Communications & Assistant  
Stated Clerk 

Office of the General Assembly 
 

PADS 
 
Since Wednesday, October 5, our doors have been open to the homeless 
in our community, providing shelter, meals and fellowship every 
Wednesday evening.  If you would like to volunteer to work a shift or 
need more information about volunteering, please contact Deanna Brown 
(847-858-1776/ deannabrown60@yahoo.com) or Elaine Schmucker  
(847-776-5816). 
 
During the month of February, we welcomed  95 guests to our site. 
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for peacemakers 

for our PADS volunteers 

for our Kids Hope mentors and 
prayer partners 

for the service of the church  

session members 
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our PNC 

 

an end to discrimination 
 

an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the 
world 

 
those who have suffered a loss due to natural  

disaster 
 

 refugees 
 

all who are homeless 
 

Carol Reagan, the Bastiani family, Chris Barr, Judy 
Bovenmyer,  Jack Bovenmyer, Van Brokaw and 

Kathy Bradley for continued healing 
 

      peace in our hearts, our families, our  
communities, our  

nation & our world 
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 Have you paid your $33.38 2017 Per Capita yet?  Per  capita contr ibutions suppor t the 

ministries of the Presbytery of Chicago, the Synod of Lincoln Trails and the General  

Assembly.  PCOP pays per capita for each member who is listed as active on our rolls,  

including confirmed children, adult children who no longer attend, members who have moved 

and not transferred their membership, and members who simply forget to pay.  You may  

include it in your offering envelope and write on the envelope “$__ per capita enclosed”. 

 

Presbyterian Women 
 

It’s that time of year again when the women of this church and their friends join together for a 
weekend of fellowship and fun.  The Women’s Retreat will be at St Mary’s of the Lake in 
Mundelein from March 24 to 26.  On Friday we traditionally have dinner at the Gale Street Inn 
before settling in at St. Mary’s for ice breakers. On Saturday we gather to study or watch a 
movie followed by discussion.  On Sunday we participate in a worship service and then enjoy a 
brunch before heading home.  This year, Pastor Teri will be facilitating a workshop on the  
Enneagram.  Suzanne Stabile, whose material we will be using, describes the enneagram as: 
 
“The Enneagram is an ancient, newly discovered tool that is beneficial for people in the  
personal, interpersonal and social spheres of human existence. It is extraordinarily useful  
because it works. Each of us has life experience that has given us a degree of self-knowledge; 
however there is always a deepening clarity we discover through our Enneagram type. The 
awareness that comes is like a light shining in one’s closet. 
 
In interpersonal relationships the Enneagram enables us to emerge with a new appreciation 
and acceptance of others. People begin to see how different others really are. There are nine 
different personality types, with their motivations and affective flavor that confront us in the 
persons of our world. Thus we discover why of a common experience, some persons are easier 
for us to understand and accept while others present a more difficult challenge. 
 
The Enneagram is primarily a spiritual tool and as such is one of the clearest and most  
accurate methods available for understanding ourselves and those who are important to us. 
The insight that it gives can change our lives. Life is simply never the same.” 
 
Please consider joining us.  Check the  poster in the entry for more information. 
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  Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

Ash Wednesday 

7-7:30 pm Ash 

Wednesday  

service 

7pm-12 am 

PADS 

2 

12 –7 am 

PADS 

7-9:30 pm 

Session 

3 

Office closed 

4 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group at Billy’s 

Pancake House 

 

 

5 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

9-11:00 am PW 

board 

7pm-12 am 

PADS 

9 

12 –7 am 

PADS 

7-9 pm  

Designated 

Pastor  

Nominating 

Committee  
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Office closed 

 

 

 

11 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

 

 

 

12 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

13 

 

14 

6:30 pm 

Adult  

Education/

dinner 

 

15 

9:15-11:15 am 

Grace Circle 

7:00-9:00 pm  

Rebecca  Circle 

7pm-12 am 

PADS 

16 

12 –7 am 

PADS 

7-9 pm  

Designated 

Pastor  

Nominating 

Committee  

 

17 

Office closed 

 

 

18 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

 

19 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

 

 

20 

 

21 

7-8:30 pm 

Stewardship 

 

 

22 

7pm-12 am 

PADS 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

12 –7 am 

PADS 

6:30 pm 

Adult Ed/

book study 

7-9 pm  

Designated 

Pastor  

Nominating 

Committee  

24 

Office closed 

 

PW Retreat 

 

 

25 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

PW Retreat 

 

26 

PW Retreat 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

 

27 

 

 

28 

7-9:30 pm 

Session 

 

 

29 

7pm-12 am 

PADS 

30 

12-7 am 

PADS 

6:30 pm 

Adult Ed/

book study at 

Panera 

7-9 pm  

Designated 

Pastor  

Nominating 

Committee  

31 

Office closed 
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