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Spirit Sightings 
Coming this month!! 

May 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 at 8 

am - Men’s Group 

May 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 at 

10 am - Worship 

May 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 at 

11:15 am - Fellowship 

May 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 at 

11:30 am - Choir  

Rehearsal 

May 3, 17 & 31 at 6:30 

pm - Boy Scouts #182 

May 3, 17 & 31 at 7:30 

pm - ALPHA Ministry 

May 7 - 10 am Prayer  

Service, Christ Lutheran 

Church 

May 8 at 5 pm & May 9 at 

10 am– Rummage Sale 

May 11 & 18 at 6 pm - 

Adult Study 

May 11 at 7 pm - Boy 

Scouts #182   

May 12 at 7 pm - Deacons 

May 13 at 9 am - PW 

Board 

May 17 at 11:30 am -  

Pentecost 2 Planning 

Meeting 

May 20 at 9:15 am - Grace 

Circle 

May 20 at 11:30 am -  

Lydia Circle 

May 20 at 7 pm - Rebecca  

Circle 

May 26 at 7 pm -  

Session 

My FitBit says it was somewhere around 165,000 steps. Some, of course, (maybe 
more than I’d like to admit) were steps taken while lost, or on a quest that was much 
farther off than expected. That’s nearly 70 miles over the course of 10 days. Steps 
walked in the footprints of others over many centuries, miles covered many times 
before. A pilgrimage is more than a tour, different than a vacation—it covers a lot of 
ground both geographically and spiritually, to say nothing of the history. 

Our Reformation Pilgrimage began in the place where Martin Luther nailed his 95 
Theses on the church door, and ended where John Calvin brought a whole city in line 
with the word of God and John Knox learned all that he took back to form the 
Church of Scotland. In between Lutherstadt Wittenberg and Geneva, we visited  
places where many faithful people have lived, worked, prayed, studied, suffered, and 
persevered. The cloud of witnesses waited for us in each place, and followed as we 
walked. The ancient churches built over centuries, the old books preserved in  
monasteries and libraries, the faded writing in the margins of Luther’s Bible and 
Calvin’s Psalter—they were amazing to see. The beauty of the landscape and the 
kindness of the people was a sight to behold. And I’ll admit we snuck in a few  
adventures involving castles and ruins and locally produced food and beverage.  

Our merry band of pilgrims included two PCOP members, two RCLPC members, 
and two other pastors (one from First Arlington, one from Iowa), plus me. We rode 
trains around the country. We pondered how great minds open to the movement of 
the Holy Spirit can change the world…and how great minds open only to the  
movement of their own egos can wreak such destruction. Between the monasteries 
and churches, there were also synagogues and concentration camps: monuments to 
total depravity and reminders of what happens when our hearts are closed to God’s 
radical grace.  

At the end of our pilgrimage, I went on to Edinburgh, Scotland, for a conference 
about pilgrimage, and how we can be pilgrim people in our everyday lives: people 
who are open to God’s leading and expecting God to do something, people who pay 
attention at home the way we do in a special place. It was a wonderful week  
gathering with women clergy from around the world, studying and praying together, 
thinking about how the spiritual practice of pilgrimage applies to the average life of 
faith. 

I suspect this Reformation pilgrimage will live in us, and we with it, for a long time. 
We have seen the places where our faith tradition was born, prayed and sung and 
heard the word in places where the faithful have gathered for millennia, and won-
dered what it has to do with us. That is the question, really: what does pilgrimage 
have to do with us—with any of us, even those who didn’t walk the 70 miles in  
person? How can we place our feet in the path of the great cloud of witnesses, and let 
our steps be directed by the Spirit, even if we never leave home?  

 

You can see some pictures and along-the-way reflections on the church website at 
http://www.palatinepres.org/blog. You can also ask the Churchills or Teri, and they 
will more than likely be thrilled to show you their thousands of photos and tell  
stories of the trip. 

PASTOR’S PEN 

http://www.palatinepres.org/blog


With the first quarter of the financial year behind us, the operating fund 
results through March are encouraging.  The actual pledge and loose  
offerings were slightly higher than budget while expenses mainly staff 
and building expenses were slightly below budget resulting in net  
revenue of $9,266 versus a budgeted deficit of $2,711.  This is surely 
something to Celebrate! 
 
However, the planned expenses for the balance of the year are expected 
to be higher due to planned Building expenses, increased Staff expenses 
now that the Choir Director position is filled and the timing of planned 
Mission and other disbursements budgeted to be made later in the year. 
All told, the operating fund is expected to end up with a deficit as 
planned.  At this point that deficit is expected to be lower than the 
$25,000 budgeted.  
  
In discerning the budget needs for 2015, the session pledged to raise 
$10,000 through fund raising that involves the greater community. This 
is to help reduce the $25,000 operating fund deficit that is anticipated 
this year.  The Session proposed the following six fund-raising  
activities:  
 
1. Host a Market Day event in May focusing on pizza and cookies.  

(Champion – Kelly who already has this going.  Packets are  
available at the Welcome desk – Return Date: May 10) 
 

2. Parents Day Out. We would like to offer this program to the  
community on a periodic basis. If we use if we use the PDO model 
used at other churches, there is a registration fee and a usage fee. 
We would provide the staffing and limit the number of participants. 
(Champion - Bill) 
 

3. An auction. We have not had an auction in four years. Auctions have 
been very successful in the past. May try to partner with Journeys or 
PADS or some similar organization to get a larger community to 
draw from. Targeting October. (Champion - Kelly)  
 

4. Gift cards. We have been offering Photos Hot Dog gift cards for 
sale. They are preloaded $25 Gift cards for which we receive $10 for 
each one sold. Will look for other businesses that offer a similar  
program. (Champion - Bruce)  
 

5. Chipotle Grill fund raiser. Last year we had a fund raiser at a local 
Panera Bread that was not very successful. We have heard that 
Chipotle Grill offers a similar fund raiser with fewer restrictions. We 
will pursue a fund raiser at Chipotle sometime this year. (Champion 
- Kathy) 
 

6. Concerts. Several of our members have connections within the  
music community. We would like to host several concerts and either 
charge a set ticket price or have a suggested donation for attendance. 
(Champion - Bill)  

 
 If you are interested in helping with any of these activities please con-
tact the champion or any session member. There will be a follow-up 
meeting in early May and all are invited to attend.  
 
Together as a “Community of the Faithful” we can be successful.  

HELP WANTED 

  
PCOP's little ones need your help! We 
are looking for smiling, loving individuals 
to periodically watch over our most active 
and curious bunch in the nursery during 
worship services. No pay, but tons of perks 
by way of fun and toddler amusement.  
Contact Lyn Nawrot for more information 
(224-578-2202 / ljnawrot@aol.com). 

 

Our choir is always seeking new voices to 
join in leading worship.  Rehearsals are at 
11:30 a.m. on Sundays.  Check us out!  
Contact Ingrid Mikolajczyk, Director of 
Music, for more information. 
(music@palatinepres.com) 

SPRING RUMMAGE SALE 

This year’s spring Rummage and Bake Sale 
is scheduled for Friday and Saturday, May 
8 and 9.  You may bring your donations  
beginning Thursday, April 30, and leave 
them in the lower level.  Set-up will start on 
Monday, May 4 and continue throughout 
the week.  Help is needed sorting and  
pricing, working at the sale and especially 
for clean up following the sale starting at 
1:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 9. 

 

tel:%28224-578-2202
mailto:ljnawrot@aol.com


Easter Season 
  

Practice Resurrection (The Heart of Who We Are) 
  

Easter Challenge 
One of the things our team noticed as we studied the Easter scriptures was that the disciples seemed to grow stronger 
- more bold - with time. As they put into practice what Jesus taught them, it seemed as if they became more  
comfortable with the challenges they faced. And so, we challenge you to practice resurrection – to celebrate life 
with Christ & what that means – it’s the heart of who we are! 
  
If you haven’t yet received your Easter “challenge bag” containing items you are asked to use to create something to 
share with others, be sure to grab one on Sunday or stop by the office & pick one up. We hope you have been  
creative and resourceful, taking a bit of time to see past what seems obvious, then taking your challenge beyond 
what you first saw and extending / sharing to / with neighbors, friends, co-workers, family. And remember, the disci-
ples did not just practice resurrection amongst themselves – they took the good news into communities. Hopefully 
you will complete your challenge by the last Sunday of the Easter Season (May 17). Each Sunday until then we’ll 
take some time in worship to share our experiences, plus create a visual piece showing how our faith grows when we 
practice resurrection. 
  
  

Easter Mission Opportunity 
The Easter Team has chosen as our mission focus the Northern Presbytery of Ghana’s Rainwater Reclamation  
System Project, providing much needed clean water for residents of Tamale and surrounding villages.  Emphasis is 
placed on the training of people in construction and maintenance of rainwater harvesting tanks to ensure  
sustainability and distribution of the technology. The Project also focuses on education in the importance of good 
water, sanitation and hygiene practices to ensure the health and livelihood of residents. The health benefits of such 
practices are evident in improved school attendance by pupils in the communities and more stable economic status 
for their parents. For all of us, here or in Ghana, water is life. Resurrection is life. We hope you will Practice  
Resurrection by supporting this life sustaining project. Donation envelopes can be found on the bulletin board in the 
Narthex. 

  
Adult Education 

During the season of Easter, study guided by Living the Mission will lead us through stories of the Bible so as to see 
our own story, our own journey, as we seek to practice resurrection. We will be gathering at Panera Bread in  
Arlington Heights on Monday evenings from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Study Guides are available in the office for $10.00. A 
Kindle edition is also available through Amazon. 

  
The Easter Team: Judy Lundeen, Mary Baines, Lyn Nawrot, Anita Kern 

  

PCOP Fundraiser 
  

During our Annual Meeting in January members of session disclosed that PCOP will be operating with a deficit 
budget in 2015. In order to help reduce the deficit, it was explained that we should expect several fundraising events 
during the year with members asked to help by actively participating. 
  
The first of these is here! Called “Sweet & Savory”, this is a Market Day organized fundraiser offering a variety of 
pizzas, snacks and sweets. It will not only serve to benefit PCOP, but also the Palatine Opportunity Center (POC), a 
network of civic, educational and government institutions, religious, business, charitable and community organiza-
tions which provide services to residents of Palatine Township. Items purchased for POC will help provide lunches 
and snacks for their summer camp, childcare program for moms in school, sports clinic, and more. PCOP will re-
ceive 40% of the total of items sold. 
  
Session asks that each family pick up an order envelope and take orders from family and friends. We suggest that for 

every item people purchase for themselves, they order a second item for POC. Or if preferred, items may just be pur-

chased for donation to POC. Orders are due back at the church by May 10. If you have questions, contact Kelly 

Gordon (847-749-0231 /kgcanuck62@gmail.com). 

tel:%28847-749-0231
mailto:kgcanuck62@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FLAT JESUS 

PARKING LOT HOSPITALITY 

In order to be more hospitable to guests, if you are 
able to park a bit farther away on Sundays, please 
do.  We would like to leave the closest few spots 
for guests and those who are less mobile.  You may 
even see “guest parking” signs go up during the 
season of Lent as a reminder to all of us to make 
space for newcomers in our midst.  Thank you! 

Virginia (Hasbach) was born and raised in Chicago.  She 
attended Murphy School and Schurz High School.   
Growing up, she enjoyed spending her summers at her  
uncle’s cottage in William’s Bay, Lake Geneva.  After 
school, Virginia recalls taking the bus with a friend to 
baseball games at Wrigley Field, when Friday was Ladies’ 
Day.  One of her favorite players was Ernie Banks.   Upon 
graduation from high school, she worked as a  
stenographer.  

Virginia married George Hasbach in 1946, whom she met 
at her church youth group, and where she became the 
church organist. She remembers a wedding where the 
groom, a soldier, was one hour late and she had to fill the 
time with music! She moved from Chicago to Arlington 
Heights where they lived for ten years and had three  
children, Kathy, Dave and Donna.   She was a stay at home 
mom, not wanting to miss any time with her children.  In 
1958 they moved to Palatine and became charter members 
of the Presbyterian Church of Palatine. 

Always active, she enjoyed morning walks with neighbor 
Gloria Martin, exercises classes and continued to swim 
until she fell and sustained a shoulder injury.  One of  
Virginia’s fond memories includes driving with Lucille 
Van Dyke and June Powers to visit Mount Rushmore and 
Denver and also their trip to Paris. She made many trips to 
visit former church members in Florida and Arizona. Her 
love of travel also took her to Germany, home of her  
ancestors (her maiden name was Glaeser), Spain and  
England.   

Virginia was married for 65 years and after George’s death 
in 2012 moved to the Lutheran Home. Virginia has 4 
grandchildren and one great grandchild.  Her apartment is 
adorned with pictures of her family.  Virginia enjoys birds 
and has a birdfeeder outside her room in the assisted living 
facility where she currently resides.  She is also a great 
Cubs fan, a passion shared by her father, husband and 
son.  Her son, Dave, was a pitcher in the minor leagues 
until a shoulder injury ended his career early.   All in all 
she said “I’ve had a good life.  The hardest thing has been 
giving up driving.  I don’t want to give up walking so 
make myself walk every day”.  Virginia is 92 years old 
and looks forward every day to coming to church on  
Sunday, the highlight of her week.   

SPOTLIGHT ON PCOP 

New PCOP emails! 

Teri:  pastor@palatinepres.com    

Anita: office@palatinepres.com 

George: treasurer@palatinepres.com 

Linda : financial@palatinepres.com 

Ingrid: music@palatinepres.com 

Young Jee: pianist@palatinepres.com 

Kelly: clerk@palatinepres.com 

         kidshope@palatinepres.com 



OVERHEARD 

We give thanks: 

For the gift of Jesus Christ 

For peacemakers 

For God’s grace 

For those who have answered the call to serve the homeless 
through our PADS ministry  

For the beautiful music of Rachel Sparrow on Good Friday 

We pray for: 

Marge Weld and Tracy Grady, both recovering from surgery 

Andy Kim, recovering from surgery to repair an aortic  
aneurysm  

victims of natural disaster 

wisdom for world leaders 

peace 

victims of violence throughout the world 

the school girls kidnapped in Nigeria, and for their families 

all who are homeless 

Rev. Amy Snedeker, Ron Roemer, Jeff Kern, Jim Ekeberg,  
Jack Bovenmyer, Judy Bovenmyer, Van Brokaw,  

Lucille Van Dyke, and Fred Barr for continued healing 

peace in our hearts, our families, our communities, our nation 
and our world 

“What is amazing is the amount of 
trouble Paul got into...Paul didn’t know 
how to be gentle…to this day he is 
praised and maligned more than anyone 
else in the Bible”, Rev Paul Palmer, 
April 26 sermon. 

 

In the pews, you might see green 
cards that invite you to consider how 
you have offered a gift of service 
this week or month. Whether you 
volunteered for something here at 
church or elsewhere, please fill out 
that card and place it in the offering 
plate as a way to mark that our time 
is  a gift from God, which we return 
to God in gratitude. We are invited 
to offer our whole selves, out of 
God’s abundant blessing, and  
marking our offering of service is 
one way we do that. 

For April, an offering of  64 
volunteer hours have been reported.   

Mark your calendars! Next Thursday, May 7th, is the National Day of 
Prayer. There will be a service at 10am at Christ Lutheran Church just 
across the road. Teri will be preaching, and there will be coffee/cookies/
conversation shared between our two churches afterward. See you there! 



STORIES FROM KIDS HOPE USA PROGRAM 

“Two of my students currently have Kid's Hope 

mentors.  Both mentors have made such a huge 

impact on the students in my classroom.  The hour 

they are able to spend quality time with their  

mentors are the highlight of their week.  When we 

have a shortened week (due to institute days, 

snow days, holidays, etc.) the students are asking 

if they will still be able to see their mentor for that 

week.  With both of the students in my class, I 

have seen such a change in attitude, focus,  

performance, motivation, and understanding of 

the content since they are able to review  

information/content with their mentor.  Thank you 

mentors for your being such positive role models 

and spending your time with our students!! You 

are making such a lifelong positive impact!!” 

Kelly, please remember that these  
students are at risk students. Sometimes 
every hour may feel like a struggle.  
Unfortunately, change doesn't happen 
overnight. Sometimes it takes months or 
even more. I believe there is an even 
more commitment on our sides to make 
those differences. We always talk about 
perseverance with our students,  
especially with all of the assessments 
that the students take. I think WE are the 
ones that need to persevere to make a 
difference. It's so hard but worth it. It's 
an amazing program. Please tell your 
mentors that they are making a  
difference. Even if they see that child 
smile once during a session, they should 
know that they are making a  
difference.”  

“One of my students has a mentor and is pulled 
out every Tuesday before lunch. I wanted to let 
you know that I do think that the program has 
made a difference. She is happier and more  
inclined to come to school on Tuesdays. Before 
the program, she had a low attendance record 
and a lack of motivation. I have seen both  
improve! School isn't easy for this little one and 
Kids Hope makes it more appealing.  

Kids Hope has allowed my student to feel 
good about herself.  Every day she gets pulled 
out the classroom for various reasons. How-
ever, most of those reasons are not "fun." I 
can see that her Kids Hope mentor makes her 
feel special. I can see that she IS excited to 
leave the room on Tuesdays.  

“Absolutely!  They are making a difference in 

many of the students I work with.  My students 

enjoy talking about their experience with their 

mentor.  Relationships are so important in the 

lives of these children and the mentor has served 

as a positive role model, someone they can talk 

to, someone they can listen to, someone they can 

trust, someone they feel safe with, someone they 

can count on, and someone who sees them as  

important.  That is priceless!  We were very  

particular with who we picked for Kids 

Hope.  Whether or not academics are improving 

or behavior referrals have decreased, the  

mentoring has many valuable and different roles 

and objectives in the lives of these children.  I 

have had many students talk about their mentors 

more than their teachers.  I have had students cry 

in my office because they had detention and 

thought they were going to miss out on seeing 

their mentors.  These feelings the students have 

for their mentors are genuine and I feel so happy 

to see how they light up any time their mentor is 

brought up.”  



 

Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

 May 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

2 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group at Billy’s 
Pancake House 

3 

10-11 am Worship/
Communion 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

6:30-8:30 pm Boy Scouts #182 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA Ministry 

4 

10-11:30 am AA 

7-8 pm AA 

 

5 

8:30-9:30 pm AA 

 

6 

 

7 

7-8 pm AA 

10 am Prayer 
service, Christ 
Lutheran Church 

8 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

5-8 pm  
Rummage Sale 

9 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

10 am-1:00 pm 
Rummage Sale 

 

10 

10–11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

 

 
 

11 

10-11:30 am AA 

6-8 pm Adult 
Study, Panera 

7-8 pm AA 

7-8:30 pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

 

12 

7-9 pm Deacons 

8:30 - 9:30 pm 
AA 

 

13 

9-11:30 am PW 
Board 

14 

7– 8 pm AA 

15 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

 

16 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

 

17 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

11:30am-3:30 pm Pentecost 2 
Planning Meeting 

6:30-8 pm Boy Scouts #182 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA Ministry 

18 

10-11:30 am AA  

6-8 pm Adult 
Study, Panera 

7-8 pm AA 

 

19 

7-8:30 pm  
Stewardship 

8:30- 9:30 pm 
AA 

20 

9:15-11:15 am Grace 
circle 

11:30am - 1:30 pm 
Lydia Circle 

6:30-8:30 pm Rebec-
ca circle 

 

 

21 

7-8  pm AA 

22 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

 

23 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

24 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

 

 

25 

Office closed 

10-11:30 am AA  

7-8 pm AA 

 

26 

7-9:30 pm Ses-
sion 

8:30- 9:30 pm 
AA 

27 

 

 

28 

7-8  pm AA 

29 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

30 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

31 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

6:30-8:30 pm Boy Scouts #182 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA Ministry 

      


