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Dear friends, 
 
Thank you so much for such an amazing last day with you—and indeed, an  
amazing four years. I’ve been telling everyone how incredible it was to have 
surprise bagpipers, and fun decorations guiding me to my new home, wonderful 
food, and such lovely conversations with good people. Thank you for such  
generosity - your surprise gift in that envelope George somehow trusted me to 
“hop the pond” with is beyond anything I could ever have imagined or expected. I 
am so grateful for you and to you! This morning I have been reading cards and 
smiling and praying for each of you—it is a gift to know each one of you. There 
are not enough exclamation points to express my fullness and gratitude. 
 
As I told the session last week: being in ministry with you here has been an  
incredible experience. We have had heights and depths, for sure, and we have 
gone out on a limb and reached for the Holy Spirit’s dream, and we have  
succeeded and failed and everything in between. The last four years have been a 
gift to me, in so many ways. Thank you for being willing to learn new things, try 
outrageous ideas, and practice different ways of communicating and being church 
and doing mission. Thank you for letting me lead, and for coming along even 
when it seemed crazy, and also for pulling me back when I got too far out. ☺ 
 
In the days and weeks and months ahead, there will be challenges and joys, just 
like any other season of life in community. Remember all you have learned and 
practiced. Keep looking for the Spirit every day. Keep communicating directly. 
Focus on grace. Remember that it is MOST important for the church to be  
authentic—to be who God called us to be, to do what God calls us to do, here and 
now. There are people who want to be a part of what God is doing here. And it’s 
okay (good, even!) to follow the course the Spirit has laid out—there is a church 
for everybody, but that doesn't mean every church is for everybody. Stand for the 
good news and the challenge that we have heard, and invite people to participate. 
Go back to the “Becoming a Blessed Church” lessons and stick to your Purpose, 
expect God’s Power, and look for God’s Presence! I have every confidence that 
the Body of Christ on this corner will continue to be a light. Thank you for letting 
me be your pastor these past four years. 
 
For those who want to follow along on the next step of this adventure, I will of 
course still be on Facebook, and you can also find me by email at 
tericarolpeteson@gmail.com. I plan to write occasionally and share pictures on 
my blog at www.clevertitlehere.blogspot.com. And for those who love to write an 
old-fashioned letter, I’d love to receive them! My address until the end of the year 
will be 4a Bush Street, Musselburgh, Scotland EH21 6DB. After that, I’ll be sure 
to let Anita know my new address too! As per the covenant of closure, because I 
am not your pastor anymore, I’m not allowed to talk about the church or to  
provide pastoral care or participate in pastoral/religious moments with you, but 
we can definitely still exchange photos and news of life’s happenings.   
 
Remember: you are loved more deeply than you can possibly imagine. By God 
and by me.  ☺ 
    
peace 
 
Teri 
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Easter Season 

April 16 - June 3 

 

OPEN:  tomb, eyes, ears, mind, hearts, mouths, arms. 

How does being open lead to seeing yourself and others as the image of God? 

 

Christian Education 

 

May 14 following fellowship hour we will see the journey of a mother and young daughter who 

recently migrated to the US and also discuss the familiar story found in Ruth 1:1-22. 

 

May 21 and 28 we will continue expanding our knowledge of the complex process of  

immigrating to the US using materials provided by Church Between Borders.  You will be able 

to experience the complicated process yourself and we’ll also talk about what we might do to 

advocate for the rights of immigrants and refugees. 

 

Mission 

 

During Eastertide we will be collecting gift cards and toiletries for Viator House of Hospitality, 

a shelter for young men awaiting determination of their immigration status. 

 

If you would like to donate a Target or AMC theater gift card or purchase a Metra ticket for a 

Viator House of Hospitality resident, simply take an envelope from the bulletin board in the 

narthex or across from the Cosby Room, put your gift card or ticket in it and put it in the  

collection late or the church office mailbox.  You can also use the envelope for a check or cash 

donation and we’ll do the shopping for you! 

 

Toiletry items needed by Viator House residents include deodorant, toothpaste, tooth brushes, 

shampoo, shaving cream, razors, bars of soap, nail clippers, laundry detergent and toilet paper.  

Those may be placed in the basket below the bulletin board outside the office. 

 

You are invited to join us on May 1 when we will gather with others at a rally organized by the 

Chicago Federation of Labor to show support for immigrant and refugee rights.  We will meet 

at the Palatine Metra station at 12:15 pm to catch the 12:35 train to Chicago (Ogilvie).  After a 

0.7 mile walk to the Daley Center, we will enjoy a leisurely lunch at Latinicity (latinicity.com) 

and then join the rally.  Our tentative train home leaves Ogilvie at 6:25 pm.  If you would like 

to join us, please sign up on the poster in the entryway or email the church office 

(office@palatinepres.com).   

 

The Easter Team - Deanna Brown, Kathy Ekeberg, Jane Hollander, Anita Kern; Nancy  

Barkman & Dianne Shields, consultants 
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In the pews, you might see green cards that invite you to 

consider how you have offered a gift of service this week or 

month. Whether you volunteered for something here at 

church or elsewhere, please fill out that card and place it in 

the offering plate as a way to mark that our time is  a gift 

from God, which we return to God in gratitude. We are  

invited to offer our whole selves, out of God’s abundant 

blessing, and marking our offering of service is one way we 

do that. 

For the month of April, an offering of  95.5 volunteer hours 

have been reported. 
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The Garden Ministry is always looking for individuals to help tend the PCOP vegetable  
gardens.  If you feel this ministry is something you want to be part of, please contact Lyn  
Nawrot, Jim Ekeberg, Marge Pearson, Curt Peterson or the church office.  All produce 
grown in the church plots is donated to the Palatine Township Food Pantry.  Individuals 
receiving assistance from the pantry are able to add fresh produce to the canned and boxed  
staples they currently receive. 



 
From Bruce Churchill, Elder 
 
 

 

 

The first quarter is behind us and we are looking forward to another bountiful year.  Last year 

we received $213,901 in offerings and we supported our mission projects with additional  

donations totaling $6,407.  This year, with your financial support, we hope to continue  

supporting our ministries and mission. 

 

PADS and Kid’s Hope, two of our ministries, are winding down and the garden ministry is just 

starting up.  Last year we donated an estimated 4365 hours supporting our ministries.  This 

year, with your gift of time and talent, we hope to do even more. 

 

The first quarter results are in and for this quarter Expense is greater than Income by $5600. At 

the end of March, we have received $2258 towards our Per Capita apportionment of $5107. 

Our 2017 Shared Mission pledge is $3000.   Per Capita and Shared Mission are paid out 50% in 

June and 50% in December.   

 

Last year, each Monday night during the Easter season, Pastor Teri lead a discussion about 

spiritual gifts.  One of the spiritual gifts that we discussed is the gift of Giving.  Pastor Teri  

provided this definition for the gift of Giving:  the gift is the ability to give freely to further 

God’s work.  Beyond the regular response of gratitude to God that all believers make, those 

with the gift of giving can also discern the best ways to put money to work, can understand the 

validity and practicality of appeals for funds, and can guide others in the most faithful methods 

for managing their financial concerns. Givers manage money to the honor and glory of God. 

[adapted from Barbara & Dan R. Dick, Equipped for Every Good Work and http://

www.spiritgiven gitfs.com and Charles Bryant, Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts] 

 

Gene Wilkes, in the article Discover Y our Spiritual Gifts, offers this definition for the gift of 

Giving: Members with the gift of giving give freely and joyfully to the work and the mission of 

the body.  Cheerfulness and liberality are characteristics of individuals with this gift. 

 

In the 1st quarter we have given $36,218.77 in pledged offering and we have given $3,737.95 in 

loose offering.  We are cheerful and liberal givers. 

 
Whether you are attending church regularly or come when you are able, whether you are a 
member or a guest, there are several giving options available to you. You can place your  
offering into the offering plate on Sunday, you can mail it to the church office,  you can have 
your bank mail us a check on a regular basis, or you can our use the giving page on our web 
page www.palatinepres.org to make an offering.   
 

 

(continued on next page) 
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http://www.palatinepres.org


 

 

Presbyterian Peace Fellowship (PPF) Statement on Syria 
 

On April 4 we began to see images of Syrian children and adults in agony from the illegal 
chemical weapon sarin that was dropped by the Assad regime on the town of Khan Sheikhoun 
in Idlib province.  Then, two days later, President Trump ordered an airstrike against a Syrian 
air base without congressional approval. 
 
With Presbyterians and people around the United States and the world, PPF condemns these 
attacks.  This act of war and aggression by the United States goes against our faith and our  
Presbyterian values, and it does not make us or Syrians safer.  In June 2016, the 222nd General 
Assembly of the PC (USA) passed the Five Peacemaking Affirmations, which includes the  
following statement: 
We place our faith, hope and trust in God alone.  We renounce violence as a means to  
further selfish national interests, to procure wealth or to dominate others.  We will prac-
tice boldly the things that make for peace and look for the day when “they shall beat their 
swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not life up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.” 
 
As Christians who continue to discern God’s call to be in solidarity with the Syrian people, we 
call upon the US government to stop bombing Syria.  We condemn the air strike last week, the 
death it caused, and the economic and political profit it brought to President Trump.  We call 
upon the Trump administration to cease attempts at blocking Syrian refugees from entering the 
United States and cease all acts of war against Syria.  We call upon the Presbyterian churches to 
embody our commitments to peacemaking and speak against war and further violence in Syria 
by our government. 
 
Taken from an article published April 12, 2017.   
The full article is available at http://presbypeacefellowship.org 
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Continued from page 5 
 
I’ll close with a prayer that George Craig brought to our attention not too long ago. 
 
A Steward's Prayer  
Our heavenly Father, throughout this day help me to remember that a very real portion of your 
Kingdom has been placed in my keeping. Therefore, teach me to love you:  
With all my heart... that I may love those whom you love, giving back to the most unlova-
ble and difficult, your own everlasting mercy and compassion;  
With all my soul...that I may seek fresh ways in which your  divine power  may surge 
through my commonplace routine from morning till night;  
With all my strength...that my hands may work the works of God who sent me, that my 
energy may be poured out for the needs of your family, until all I own or earn or gain may be 
spent in a stewardship of loving kindness; and,  
With all my mind...that I may think your  thoughts from moment to moment, making 
beautiful and significant each expenditure, always placing you first, that your Kingdom may 
come through my sharing, my caring, my daring for your name's sake. Amen. 



 

for ministry shared with the Rev. 
Teri Peterson 

for our PADS volunteers 

for our Kids Hope mentors and 
prayer partners 

for the gift of Jesus Christ 
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Pastor Teri as she continues her ministry in Scotland 

 

an end to discrimination 
 

our PNC 
 

an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the 
world 

 
those who have suffered a loss due to natural  

disaster 
 

 refugees 
 

all who are homeless 
 

Barbara Churchill, Carol Reagan, the Bastiani family, 
Chris Barr, Judy Bovenmyer,  Jack Bovenmyer, Van 

Brokaw and Kathy Bradley for continued healing 
 

      peace in our hearts, our families, our  
communities, our  

nation & our world 
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Team members:  George Craig, Judy Craig, Judy Lundeen, Marge Pearson; consultant:  Jan 
Lohs 
 
Are You All In?  Come, Follow Me was the Lent season theme, drawn from the liturgical 
readings for Lent.  Christian education included a book study of “Healing Spiritual Wounds,” 
by Carol Howard Merritt and Lenten devotional materials from Bread for the World, with an 
emphasis on ending global hunger.  Our mission focus was One Great Hour of Sharing 
(OGHS), which supports ministries of disaster response, refuge assistance/resettlement, and 
community development.  The children joined the adults in filling up their fish banks for 
OGHS, following Jesus’ command to “love your neighbor as yourself.”  Almost $2000 was 
received for the offering. 
 
On a personal note, during this Lenten season, I focused on “giving up” my ongoing attempts 
to transform myself into a more Christ-like person and  “taking up” trust that God is totally  
capable of doing all the transformation God sees fit to do in me!  I tried to be “all in” by trust-
ing in God’s grace and mercy.  I experienced countless moments of God’s grace through the 
good people of PCOP – people of wonderfully strong faith, generosity, caring, and creativity, 
who also know how to have fun!  Teri’s thought-provoking sermons and powerful benedic-
tions, beautiful music, fellowship, PW Circle, the book discussion group, and the amazing PW 
March retreat provided many opportunities to be fed and, hopefully, be slowly but steadily  
transformed. 
 
The Lent team is very grateful to the many people who volunteered to usher, be a liturgist, help 
in the welcome center, or help in the nursery during this season.  Warm thanks to everyone! 
 
Jan Lohs 

Lent Season 

Hi everyone.  As you know, the DPNC is working diligently to find a designated pastor.  We 

have looked at 50+ Pastor Information Forms.  There is a lot of information to review, sermons 

to listen to, all while discerning who God is calling to be our designated pastor. 

 

We are the church and whomever God sends our way will guide us on our journey.  Please  

continue to pray for Bill Bedsole, Linda Baumgart, Tom Kenter, Judy Lundeen, and myself as 

we continue the search.  Remember - all things happen in God’s time, not ours. 

 

If you have questions, please reach out to any one of us. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Kelly Gordon 

DPNC Chair 

Designated Pastor Nominating Committee (DPNC) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

4:00 pm 

May Day 

Rally at 

Daley Cen-

ter 

2 3 4 

7 pm DPNC 

5 6 

8-9:30 am 

Men’s Group at 

Billy’s Pancake 

House 

 
7 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship  

(PADS celebration) 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

7 pm DPNC 

 

12 

Office closed 

 

 

 

13 

8-9:30 am 

Men’s Group 
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9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30 am - 12:30 pm Adult 

Education 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

15 

 

16 

7-8:30 pm 

Stewardship 

17 

9:15-11:15 am 

Grace Circle 

7-9 pm  

Rebecca  Circle 

18 

7 pm DPNC 

 

 

 

19 

Office closed 

 

 

20 

8-9:30 am 

Men’s Group 

 

 

21 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30 am - 12:30 pm Adult 

Education 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

22 

 

23 

7-9:30 pm 

Session 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

25 

7 pm DPNC 

 

26 

Office closed 

 

 

 

 

27 

8-9:30 am 

Men’s Group 

 

 

28 

9-9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30 am - 12:30 pm Adult 

Education 

11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

29 

Office 

closed 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

31 

 

   

9 8 


