
 

Spirit Sightings 
Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

Special dates to note 

 November 6 –Boy 
Scout Troop 182 
Court of Honor, Jack 
Benzo 

 November 11 & 12 -  
Applemania 

 November 18 - Feed 
My Starving Children 

 November 19 -  
Presbytery Assembly 

 November 20–  
Epiphany Team  
Planning 

 November 20 - Christ 
the King Sunday 

 November 30 - Dinner 
and guest speaker 

 

 
What Season Are You? A shor t quiz… 

 
What is your favorite color? 

A. White 
B. Green 
C. Red 
D. Blue 
E. Purple 

What is your favorite story about Jesus? 
A. Rising from the grave! 
B. Feeding the five thousand 
C. Promising to be with us always 
D. Mary, the inn, shepherds, angels, Magi, the whole  

pageant 
E. The Last Supper 

Which of these hymns would you be perfectly happy to sing 
every week? 
A. Jesus Christ is Risen Today! 
B. Amazing Grace 
C. Spirit of the Living God, Fall Afresh on Me 
D. Joy to the World! 
E. O Sacred Head Now Wounded 

What church event do you look forward to all year? 
A. Anything with a brunch 
B. The stewardship pledge drive 
C. Church picnic 
D. Anything by candlelight 
E. Stripping the sanctuary and covering it in black 

When do you usually go on vacation? 
A. All winter 
B. Spring break 
C. Summer 
D. Fall 
E. Midwinter 

 
turn the page for your results! 
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2017 Season Teams! 
God provides so abundantly for us in many different ways, and calls us to be generous in  
response. We often think of generosity mainly in terms of financial resources, but we also  
offer our time and energy and talents to the work of God’s kingdom in this place. The green 
Service Offering cards give us a way to dedicate our volunteer work, both in and outside the 
church, for God’s glory. And on Dedication Sunday (November 13th) you will be invited to 
pledge your time and energy to a season team alongside your financial pledge for the coming 
year. 
 
We’re into our third year of arranging our church life around the calendar that the church has 
used as a way to tell the Christian story. This summer at the evaluation meeting, it was  
decided that this way of being and doing church together is working for us really well, and we 
will continue it for the foreseeable future. The short-term nature of teams means you can 
serve in ways that fit your schedule—whether you travel for the winter or summer, don’t like 
to take on too much at the beginning or end of the school year, or don't want to be locked in to 
a lifetime committee assignment. The changing groups also means we have lots of new ideas 
flowing, as the Spirit uses these small groups to create community and show us God’s word in 
new ways. Plus you can give your input on what we do as a church by working on a season 
and seeing how the Spirit speaks through you. By working together on a team, you will grow 
closer  
relationships with people, learn more about the Bible, and have your voice and ideas heard. 
 
The year is divided into eight liturgical seasons: Advent/Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, 
Pentecost 1, Pentecost 2, Harvest 1 and Harvest 2. (Those last 4 are often called “Ordinary 
Time.”) During each of the seasons, the Season Team is responsible for the ministry of PCOP. 
After reading and studying the lectionary texts for that season with the pastor, the season team 
develops a theme that will guide their planning for all the church’s ministry for the season, 
including outreach, mission, worship, fellowship, stewardship, and Christian education.  
 
When you sign up for a season, then you must take at least the next two seasons off. So, 
for instance, if you sign up for Lent, then you cannot serve on either Easter or Pentecost 
1, you would next be able to serve on Pentecost 2. In addition, you may only sign up for 
two seasons per year. This ensures that no one gets burned out, that we are able to focus 
on planning and implementing one season at a time, and that the work is spread out evenly 
over the whole congregation. Many hands make light work, and bring new ears to hear where 
the Spirit is leading the church today. 
 
If you are not able to serve the entire season, whether because you aren’t physically able to do 
the work involved or because you can’t commit to the full 3 months of planning and  
implementing, you can be a team consultant! A Consultant attends the whole initial planning 
meeting to study scripture, develop a theme, and begin planning the ministry for the season. 
After that, it’s up to you as the Consultant to say what role you would like to have. Ideally, 
each team has one Consultant, and 2 is the maximum per  team. 
 
Consider what season might work for you (you must attend the planning meeting in order to 
serve on the team), and plan to sign up on November 13! 



 Continued from page 1 
 
mostly A: You are EASTER! You are all about new life and unexpected plot twists. Not 
just bunnies and chocolate, you radiate hope and promise that there’s more to life than we can 
see on the outside. 
 
a mix of A and B: You are EPIPHANY! You are always on the lookout for  Jesus to 
“appear in new ways. People are drawn to your light, and you are ready to follow wherever 
God might call. 
 
mostly B: You are ORDINARY TIME! Far  from ordinary, you are constantly growing, 
looking to go deeper and bear more fruit. You love putting your faith into action and being a 
part of God’s kingdom through both study and service. 
 
mostly C: You are PENTECOST! Fiery, ready to come in like a whir lwind and tell the 
good news in any way that works, whether it’s your own language or a brand new thing. You 
love to see new people join the community, and you’re all about letting the Spirit move  
wherever she will. 
 
mostly D: You are ADVENT/CHRISTMAS! God-with-us is your big thing. You like to 
look for light in the darkness, you don’t mind waiting a little for the greatest gift. And you’re 
not above a little spectacle and Gloria-in-excelsis every now and then. 
 
mostly E: you are LENT! For  you, the journey of faith is through the wilderness toward 
Jerusalem. Minor keys, subdued colors, and simple meals characterize your life. You long for 
a deep relationship with Christ, and your prayers are often for others and the world, yet hard 
to put into words.    
 
one of each: you are living in the moment, at the ready, following wherever  the Spir it 
leads you today. You know that time is not as linear as it appears, nor as segmented as  
calendars would have us believe. You have a deep spiritual connection to God, the world, 
others, and yourself. You are truly going with the flow, walking beside the Lord, ready to 
serve wherever there is need. 
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 Epiphany (this team is full: see Teri if it’s the one you really wanted to do) –Scripture  
readings from Luke 3 – 9.45 
The light has come into the world, and the darkness did not overcome it. Christ is revealed in 
many ways! This season includes the Annual Meeting. 
 Planning meeting: November 20 
 Season: January 6 - February 28 (7 weeks) 
 
Lent –Scripture readings from Luke 9.51 – Luke 23 
We journey toward the cross, seeking God’s will. Includes Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, 
and Good Friday. 
 Planning meeting: January 8; Holy Week Planning Meeting February 26 
 Season: March 1 – April 15 (6.5 weeks) 
 
Easter –Scripture readings from Luke 24, Acts 6-8 & 15, Galatians 1-3  
Christ is Alive! We are Resurrection People! 
 Planning meeting: February 12; Holy Week Planning Meeting February 26 
 Season: April 16 – June 3 (7 weeks)   
 
Pentecost 1 –Scripture readings TBA 
The Holy Spirit is moving! 
 Planning meeting: April 9  
 Season: June 4 – July 22 (7 weeks) 
 
Pentecost 2 –Scripture readings TBA 
We grow with God. This season includes Labor Day. 
 Planning meeting: June 4 
 Season: July 23 – September 4 (7 weeks) 
 
Harvest 1 –Scripture readings from Genesis and Exodus 
We come together to hear God’s story yet again, from the beginning. 
 Planning meeting: July 23 
 Season: September 5 – October 21 (6 weeks) 
 
Harvest 2 –Scripture readings from 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, Jonah, Isaiah, Jeremiah 
We give thanks for God’s generous providing. This season includes the stewardship pledge 
campaign. 
 Planning meeting: August 27 
 Season: October 22 – December 2 (6 weeks) 
 
Advent/Christmas –Scripture readings from Daniel, Joel, Isaiah, and Luke 
We await Christ’s incarnation yet again, making room & preparing the way. Includes Christ-
mas Eve, and may include Live Nativity if team wishes. 
 Planning meeting: October 1or 8 
 Season: December 3 – January 6 (6 weeks) 
 
 

4 4 2 4 4 



 

5 

Advent  Season 2016—OPENING TO THE LIGHT 
 
Advent (November 27 through January 7) will be a time for all of us to be “Opening to the 
Light”.  In searching for our theme, the topic of “light” seemed to spring forth.  We invite the 
whole congregation to consider what it means to be “opening to the light” this Advent/
Christmas season.   
 
Highlights of the Advent Season 
 
 We will be making origami stars to hang in the sanctuary symbolizing more and more light. 

All are invited to help make stars throughout November.  Please ask a team member for  
instructions and materials. 

 On Wednesday, November 30th, at 6:30 p.m., we will share a pizza dinner and hear a guest 
speaker from  “A Better Life For Kids” introduce our mission opportunity for the season.  
We will also have fun making stars for the sanctuary! 

 Special Worship Services:  
Wednesday, December 21, 2016—7:00 p.m. Longest Night  

      Saturday,     December 24, 2016—5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight   
      Sunday,       December 25, 2016—10:00 a.m.      Christmas Day  
      Sunday,       January 1, 2017—10:00 a.m. New Year’s Day Lessons in Carols  
 
Christian Education 
 
 Following worship during Advent, there will be opportunities to experience Poetry, Art and 

Music of the Season. 
 
Mission 
 
 Our Mission Opportunity is “A Better Life For Kids” in Ghana, raising money to build three 

homes that will house kids displaced with the closing of orphanages.  More information will 
be forthcoming, but this seemed like a perfect time to support a mission that reminds us of 
the Christ child and his family who found no room at the inn.  Here we have an opportunity 
to open a door! 

 
Look for future announcements about ways in which we will be “opening to the light” during 
Advent! 
 
Advent Team members are Larry Knight, Kathy Ekeberg, Curt Peterson, Robin Dillon, Nancy 
Briggs, Kara Strickland.   
 
 

Wednesday Nov 30th at 
6:30 pm  for an evening of 
dinner, fellowship, craft  
project and speaker  
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 October 16 – November 26   
 
Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and he will provide you everything you need [Luke 
12:31].  In the Harvest 2 season our theme is “God Provides” and we have chosen a hymn for 
the season “For Your Generous Providing” . 
 
Worship 
 
On November 13, Commitment Sunday, we will celebrate all that God has provided us as we 
gather to offer our pledges of time, talent and financial support.  You will have the  
opportunity to serve on a season team by signing up during worship. The Stewardship letter 
and pledge information was  mailed out during the week of October 23. 
 
Communion will be served by intinction on Christ the King Sunday, November 20.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
Fellowship 
 
During the Harvest 2 season, we will be providing coffee and drinks during the fellowship 
hour.  Members are encouraged to bring refreshments to share.  Let’s see how God Provides. 
 
Mission 
 
On Friday November 18, we will have a church wide event at the Feed My Starving Children 
(FMSC) in Libertyville from 8:00 – 9:30pm.  We will have appetizers and desserts at the 
church from 5:30 – 7:00 pm, followed by carpooling to their location in Libertyville.  FMSC 
is a non-profit organization empowering volunteers to pack meals for the malnourished in 
nearly 70 countries. 
 
Your Harvest 2 Team:  Judy and George Craig, Sheila and Frank Ford, and Judy Lundeen   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cookie walk is coming up on December 10.  PW needs bakers and Christmas 
treasures donations to make this a success!  More to follow. 

Harvest 2 

Did you attend the Worship 
Service on October 1?  If so, 
did you receive one of the 10 
pink envelopes?  We are  
looking forward to hearing 
how you have used the money 
to pay it forward.  
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Giving Tuesday – November 29th, 2016 
 
They are coming….  Those days that have come to signal the start of the holiday season.  Yes 
I am talking about Black Friday, Small Business Saturday, Cyber Monday, and the latest  
edition  – Giving Tuesday. 
 
I assume you are all well versed in Black Friday and Cyber Monday, and Small  
Business Saturday is a fairly self-explanatory way to support your local community – enough 
said of those.  My focus here is to shamelessly put in a plug for Giving Tuesday.  Giving 
Tuesday began five years ago.  Giving Tuesday is a global day of giving and in my opinion 
kicks off the charitable season when many of us are celebrating the blessings and abundance 
we are granted by God’s love.  Giving Tuesday is intended to help others through the gift of 
your time, your goods, your voice, and monetary donations. 
 
The idea behind Giving Tuesday is actually a simple one.  It seeks to remind us to come  
together with our families, our community, and the organizations we belong to in order to find 
a way to give back and have an impact.  So as you consider how to participate in Giving  
Tuesday, why not donate to an organization that impacts your life.  Remember that PCOP is a 
community you are a valuable part of.  Please take this opportunity to share some of your 
bounty with PCOP so that we as a collective group can pool our financial resources to have a 
greater impact. 
 
You can make a difference! 
 
Peace & grace 
Tom Kenter 



 

Applemania is Back! 
______________________ 

 
 

Unbaked 9” apple pies, 
ready for your oven or 
freezer, will be available for 
pick-up here at the church 
Friday evening, November 
11 and Saturday, November 
12.  Each pie costs $12 and 
must be pre-ordered by  
October 30.  Contact Kelly 
Gordon (847-496-5114/ 
kgcanuck62@gmail.com) 
for more information or to 
help with the preparation of 
the pies.  All proceeds will 
be shared between PCOP 
and the family of the late 
Sgt. LJ Marak. 
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In the pews, you might see green cards that invite you to 
consider how you have offered a gift of service this week or 
month. Whether you volunteered for something here at 
church or elsewhere, please fill out that card and place it in 
the offering plate as a way to mark that our time is  a gift 
from God, which we return to God in gratitude. We are  
invited to offer our whole selves, out of God’s abundant 
blessing, and marking our offering of service is one way we 
do that. 

For the month of October, an offering of  122.75 volunteer 
hours have been reported! 
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Let’s start by reviewing the September results.  In September, we spent more than we  
received by $1,627.00.  This gives us a year to date loss of $1,290.65.  Contrary to what you 
are thinking right now, this is good news because our budget expected us to be losing 
$33,827.30 at the end of September. 
 
But, we cannot pat ourselves on the back just yet, because we have three more months to 
overcome the projected year end loss of $22,930.  Hopefully, in January we can pat  
ourselves on the back saying “job well done” because we have again turned the projected 
loss into a gain!  We have recorded a small gain each year for the last four years and we 
hope that trend continues! 
 
So, let’s look at the pledging scorecard.  For the year, we have pledged $178,816.  Through 
September, we have received in envelop offering $132,245 and we are actually $2,633.67 
ahead of our budgeted pledge commitment.  This is wonderful, but could be so much better 
if everyone were able to be up to date with their pledge. We are praying that the fourteen 
pledges that are behind by $6,822.00 will be made whole by the end of the year. We also 
pray that the thirty-three pledges that are up to date or ahead of commitment by $4,336.00 
are able to remain that way.  
 
How are we able to make to make a financial commitment (pledge) to our church? First by 
believing the message in 1 Chronicles 29.14. “ But who am I, and what is my people, that 
we should be able to make this freewill-offering? For all things come from you, and of your 
own have we given you.”  Then by embracing the message in 2 Corinthians 9:7. “Each  
person should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under com-
pulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  We are able to make a financial commitment 
when we believe that God provides and then we look deep into our heart and determine 
what portion of this gift we are willing to commit so that our church can fund the ministries 
that God is calling us to do.    
 
Our pledge is a gift from the heart, willingly and cheerfully returning to God a portion 
of what God has given to us. 
 
November 13th is Commitment Sunday.  We accept pledge cards all year long, but if you are 
able, please quickly return your pledge card so that it can be counted with the others on 
Commitment Sunday. 
 
Lord, please help us to be able to recognize the abundance in our life, an abundance that has 
been provided by you.  Lord, please help us to discern the portion of that abundance that we 
will return to you though our pledge so that we can continue to minister to our church  
family, our community, our country and our world.  Amen. 
 

Elder – Bruce Churchill 
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______________________ 

Thank you all so much for 
your thoughtfulness in  
celebrating my birthday! It 
was a joy to have a surprise 
party with all of you, and to 
receive so many beautiful 
cards. I am so grateful for 
each of you, and glad to 
have had fun together! 
Thanks for marking one of 
my favorite days with me.   
 
~Teri 
 
 
 
 

 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) - Hurricane Matthew 

 
Hurricane Matthew has caused death and destruction across the 
Caribbean and southeastern United States, including more than 800 
dead, thousands injured, and the destruction of communities and 
crops, especially in Haiti.  Many impacted areas were still  
recovering from previous flooding and other disasters.  Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance (PDA) is supporting the delivery of emergency 
aid to those impacted, working with our partners in the ACT  
Alliance (Action by Churches Together) and local staff who had 
been monitoring the completion of prior earthquake and hurricane 
projects. 
 
In Haiti, PDA is leveraging long-standing church partnerships to 
assess damage and to develop long-term disaster recovery and  
rebuilding strategies.  Ecumenical partner ACT Alliance has  
already issued an appeal for over $1 million to assist relief efforts in 
Cuba, and is working with partners throughout the Caribbean to 
evaluate needs in Jamaica, the Bahamas, and beyond.  After  
immediate needs are addressed, PDA will remain, drawing upon its 
strong relationships and effective prior development efforts in the 
region. 
 
Throughout the southeastern United States, PDA has reached out to 
pastors and presbytery leaders in areas impacted by the storm.   
Extensive flooding and storm surges throughout the region have 
damaged many homes and churches.  National Response Team 
members are mobilizing to visit affected presbyteries and to support 
local development of disaster response and recovery plans.  In the 
coming weeks, PDA will begin deploying teams into as many as 
seven presbyteries and providing assistance to congregations  
mucking out as the waters recede. 
 
Your donations to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering make 
possible response and long term recovery & rebuilding efforts. 
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for peacemakers 
for our PADS volunteers 

Guest Preachers Nancy Dolan and Mark Schimmelpfennig 
for our Kids Hope mentors and prayer partners 
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We Give Thanks to God…. 

We Pray for … 
Denise Anderson and Jan Edmiston, Co-Moderators  

of the 222nd PC(USA) General Assembly 
 

those who have suffered loss due to acts of terrorism 
 

those who have suffered loss as a result of natural disasters 
 

an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the world 
 

Syrian refugees 
 

all who are homeless 
 

Lu Noesges, dealing with health issues 
 

Jean and Barbara Bastiani, caring for son/brother Greg 
 

Martha Holmes, Chris Barr, Jim Nawrot, Judy Bovenmyer,   
Jack Bovenmyer, Van Brokaw and Kathy Bradley for continued 

healing 
 

      peace in our hearts, our families, our communities, our nation 
& our world 
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Presbyterian Church of Palatine 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 2 

7pm-12 am 
PADS 

3 
12 –7 am 
PADS 

4 
Office closed 

5 
8-9:30 am 
Men’s Group 
 

6 
9-9:45 am Choir  
Rehearsal 
10-11 am Worship 
11:15-11:45 am  
Fellowship 
11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
4 pm - Boy Scout Troop 
182 Court of Honor, Jack 
Benzo 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

9 am - PW 
board 
 
7pm-12 am 
PADS 

10 
12 –7 am 
PADS 
 
 

11 
Office closed 
 
1-8 pm  
Applemania 
 
 

12 
8-9:30 am 
Men’s Group 
 
8am-3pm 
Applemania 
 
 
 

13 
9-9:45 am Choir  
Rehearsal 
10-11 am Worship 
11:15-11:45 am  
Fellowship 
11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30-9 pm ALPHA  
Ministry 

14 
 

15 
3:30-5 pm 
Stewardship 

16 
7pm-12 am 
PADS 
 
9:15 am Grace  
Circle 
 
7-9 pm  
Rebecca   
Circle 

17 
12 –7 am 
PADS 

 
 
 

18 
Office closed 
 
 

19 
8-9:30 am 
Men’s Group 
 
 

20 
9-9:45 am Choir  
Rehearsal 
10-11 am Worship 
11:15-11:45 am  
Fellowship 
11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

21 
 

22 
7-9:30 pm 
Session 

23 
Office closed 

7pm-12 am 
PADS 

 
 
 
 

24 
Office closed 

12 –7 am 
PADS 

25 
Office closed 
 
 

 
 

26 
8-9:30 am 
Men’s Group 

27 
9-9:45 am Choir  
Rehearsal 
10-11 am Worship 
11:15-11:45 am  
Fellowship 
11:30am-12:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30-9 pm ALPHA  
Ministry 

28 
 

29 30 
6:30 pm  
Dinner and 
guest speaker 

 
7pm-12 am 
PADS 

   

12 


