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The following articles on season teams are taken from the November 
2016 newsletter article written by Rev. Teri Peterson. 
 
 
What Season Are You?  
 
A short quiz…  
 
What is your favorite color?  
A. White  
B. Green  
C. Red  
D. Blue  
E. Purple  
 
What is your favorite story about Jesus?  
A. Rising from the grave!  
B. Feeding the five thousand  
C. Promising to be with us always  
D. Mary, the inn, shepherds, angels, Magi, the whole pageant  
E. The Last Supper  
 
Which of these hymns would you be perfectly happy to sing every 
week?  
A. Jesus Christ is Risen Today!  
B. Amazing Grace  
C. Spirit of the Living God, Fall Afresh on Me  
D. Joy to the World!  
E. O Sacred Head Now Wounded  
 
What church event do you look forward to all year?  
A. Anything with a brunch  
B. The stewardship pledge drive  
C. Church picnic  
D. Anything by candlelight  
E. Stripping the sanctuary and covering it in black  
 
When do you usually go on vacation?  
A. All winter  
B. Spring break  
C. Summer  
D. Fall  
E. Midwinter  
 
See the next page for your results!  



 Season team quiz 

 

mostly A: You are EASTER! You are all about new life and unexpected plot twists. Not 

just bunnies and chocolate, you radiate hope and promise that there’s more to life than we can 

see on the outside. a mix of A and B: You are EPIPHANY! You are always on the lookout for 

Jesus to “appear in new ways. People are drawn to your light, and you are ready to follow 

wherever God might call.  

 

mostly B: You are ORDINARY TIME! Far  from ordinary, you are constantly growing, 

looking to go deeper and bear more fruit. You love putting your faith into action and being a 

part of God’s kingdom through both study and service.  

 

mostly C: You are PENTECOST! Fiery, ready to come in like a whir lwind and tell the 

good news in any way that works, whether it’s your own language or a brand new thing. You 

love to see new people join the community, and you’re all about letting the Spirit move  

wherever she will.  

 

mostly D: You are ADVENT/CHRISTMAS! God-with-us is your big thing. You like to look 

for light in the darkness, you don’t mind waiting a little for the greatest gift. And you’re not 

above a little spectacle and Gloria-in-excelsis every now and then.  

 

mostly E: you are LENT! For  you, the journey of faith is through the wilderness toward 

Jerusalem. Minor keys, subdued colors, and simple meals characterize your life. You long for a 

deep relationship with Christ, and your prayers are often for others and the world, yet hard to 

put into words. one of each: you are living in the moment, at the ready, following wherever the 

Spirit leads you today. You know that time is not as linear as it appears, nor as segmented as 

calendars would have us believe. You have a deep spiritual connection to God, the world,  

others, and yourself. You are truly going with the flow, walking beside the Lord, ready to serve 

wherever there is need. 2  
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Seasonal Structure 2018 

 

You will have the opportunity to sign up for a 2018 season team on November 12 when we 

commit to be good stewards of our resources of both money and time.  Each team studies 

Scripture together, discerns what the Spirit is saying to the church in this time, determines a 

theme for the season and then plans around that theme for worship, fellowship, education and 

mission. 

 

 

 

 



 

We’re into our fourth year of arranging our church life around the calendar that the church has 

used as a way to tell the Christian story. During evaluation meetings, it was decided that this 

way of being and doing church together is working for us really well, and we will continue it 

for the foreseeable future. The short-term nature of teams means you can serve in ways that fit 

your schedule—whether you travel for the winter or summer, don’t like to take on too much at 

the beginning or end of the school year, or don't want to be locked in to a lifetime committee 

assignment. The changing groups also means we have lots of new ideas flowing, as the Spirit 

uses these small groups to create community and show us God’s word in new ways. Plus you 

can give your input on what we do as a church by working on a season and seeing how the 

Spirit speaks through you. By working together on a team, you will grow closer relationships 

with people, learn more about the Bible, and have your voice and ideas heard.  

 

The year is divided into eight liturgical seasons: Advent/Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, 

Pentecost 1, Pentecost 2, Harvest 1 and Harvest 2. (Those last 4 are often called “Ordinary 

Time.”) During each of the seasons, the Season Team is responsible for the ministry of PCOP. 

After reading and studying the lectionary texts for that season with the pastor, the season team 

develops a theme that will guide their planning for all the church’s ministry for the season,  

including outreach, mission, worship, fellowship, stewardship, and Christian education.  

 

When you sign up for a season, then you must take at least the next two seasons off. So, 

for instance, if you sign up for Lent, then you cannot serve on either Easter or Pentecost 

1, you would next be able to serve on Pentecost 2. In addition, you may only sign up for 

two seasons per year. This ensures that no one gets burned out, that we are able to focus 

on planning and implementing one season at a time, and that the work is spread out evenly 

over the whole congregation. Many hands make light work, and bring new ears to hear where 

the Spirit is leading the church today.  

 

If you are not able to serve the entire season, whether because you aren’t physically able to do 

the work involved or because you can’t commit to the full 3 months of planning and  

implementing, you can be a team consultant! A Consultant attends the whole initial planning 

meeting to study scripture, develop a theme, and begin planning the ministry for the season. 

After that, it’s up to you as the Consultant to say what role you would like to have. Ideally, 

each team has one Consultant, and 2 is the maximum per team.  

 

Consider what season might work for you (you must attend the planning meeting in order to 

serve on the team), and plan to sign up on November 12!  
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2018  Season Teams! 
God provides so abundantly for us in many different ways, and calls us to be generous in response. 
We often think of generosity mainly in terms of financial resources, but we also offer our time and 
energy and talents to the work of God’s kingdom in this place. The green Service Offering 
cards found in the pews give us a way to dedicate our volunteer work, both in and outside the 
church, for God’s glory. And on Dedication Sunday (November 12th) you will be invited to pledge 
your time and energy to a season team alongside your financial pledge for the coming year. 



 Harvest 2 
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October 22 thru December 2 
 
This year’s Harvest 2 theme is Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow, which we discerned 
from this season’s liturgical readings. The scripture readings this season speak about how God  
provided for the welfare of the Old Testament people. He is still providing all that we need.  
 
Worship: 
Worship with communion by intinction will be celebrated in the sanctuary every Sunday 
morning at 10:00 a.m. during Harvest 2. Each Sunday in praise to God for our many blessings, 
members of the congregation will share testimonials about their experiences of being blessed 
through the gifts of home, job, family, diversity, freedom, and faith. 
  
On Commitment Sunday, November 12, we will dedicate our offerings of time, talent, and 
treasure with our monetary pledges and participation in the 2018 Season Team structure. 
 
Christian Education Opportunities:  
In celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, discussion 
of Being Reformed: Faith Seeking Understanding, The Protestant  
Reformation, part 2 will be offered following worship Sunday,  
November 5. The Rev. Joe Morrow will facilitate the discussion and a 
light lunch will be served. You need not have attended Part 1 of the 
class or have read the study guide to participate in the class.  
 
 
 
Mission:  
Mission during Harvest 2 will support the Palatine Township’s Thanksgiving Basket Program 
and WINGS (Women in Need Growing Stronger). 
  
The Thanksgiving Basket Program assists under-resourced families in our community by 
providing them with all of the ingredients needed to prepare a traditional Thanksgiving  
dinner. We have committed to providing three baskets and you can help by donating any of a 
number of suggested items. Look for a poster in the narthex and sign up to provide one or  
several ingredients for our baskets. Donations will be accepted through  Sunday, November 5. 
  
By providing the tools and support necessary to ensure that victims can leave their abusive  
situation and begin building new violence-free lives, WINGS offers a pathway to independence 
for adults and children who are escaping from domestic violence. We hope that you will help us 
support WINGS emergency shelters and transitional and permanent housing by contributing 
items from their wish list. Copies of the list are located on a poster in the entryway. 
 
Fellowship:  
Fellowship after worship each Sunday is potluck style. So show off your talents in baking,  
cooking, and picking out delicious fruits. Coffee and juices will be provided.  
 
Serving Opportunities:  
Thank you to everyone for filling our remaining spots. 
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Stewardship Campaign 2018 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
  
This year Harvest 2’s theme is Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow, which we discerned 
from the season’s liturgical readings.  We have given some thought about what are some of the 
blessings provided by God for which we offer praise.  We think of our Family and the Homes 
that God has provided us.  God provides us with Jobs so we can support our families.  He  
provides us to live in a country where Freedom reigns.  God provides us with Diversity of race, 
socio economic background, and sexual orientation for us to embrace inclusiveness in our lives.  
We are also provided with the ability to openly and freely live out our Faith.    These are only a 
few items that we thought about.  We are sure if you take some time to look at each of your 
lives you will find other blessings provided by God. 
 
The scripture readings this season speak about how God provided for the welfare of Old  
Testament people.  He is still providing all that we need.  In the New Testament, 2 Corinthians 
9:8, we read that God will generously provide all we need; we will always have everything we 
need and plenty left over to share with others.  2 Corinthians 9:10 states that God will provide 
and increase our resources and produce a great harvest of generosity in us. In Matthew 6:21, 
God differentiates between our needs and our wants because God knows that where our  
treasure is, our heart is also.  
 
We as a congregation have freely given our time, talent and money to support various mission 
activities at PCOP.  While we search for a pastor, we have continued to support various mission 
projects through each of our season teams.  We are a weekly PADS shelter site and we support 
the Palatine Township Food Pantry.  We provide our facility for use by others (i.e., New Elim 
Church, Csik Hago School & Scouts, AA, plus many other groups).   We also receive our own 
personal spiritual growth at PCOP. We look forward to bringing on board a pastor who wants 
to join us in the worship, work and fellowship we already enjoy at PCOP through the many 
gifts of the congregation. 
 
It is through the sharing of our gifts that we are able to maintain our facility and pay our staff so 
we can do God’s work in the community and the world.  Our vision statement “Found by 
Grace, Fed by Grace, and Follow by Grace,” best describes who we are as a congregation.  It is 
through your gifts that we can continue to do the ministry work here at PCOP. We prayerfully 
ask that you look at the blessings God has provided in your life.  Please consider praising God 
with your financial support to help fund the ministries that God is calling us at PCOP to do.  
Every pledge helps us plan for the coming year, and every donation counts. Visiting http://
www.palatinepres.org is a quick and easy way to fulfill your pledge. After your prayerful  
consideration, please return your pledge card by Commitment Sunday, November 12, 2017. 
 
Each of you is a special blessing God has provided for PCOP. Thanks be to God! 
                                     
Peace & Grace, The Harvest 2 Season Team 
 
Jan Anderson, Nancy Briggs, Judy & George Craig,  
Sheila & Frank Ford, Katrina Keiffer  

http://www.palatinepres.org
http://www.palatinepres.org


  

6 

In the pews, you might see green cards that invite you to 

consider how you have offered a gift of service this week or 

month. Whether you volunteered for something here at 

church or elsewhere, please fill out that card and place it in 

the offering plate as a way to mark that our time is  a gift 

from God, which we return to God in gratitude. We are  

invited to offer our whole selves, out of God’s abundant 

blessing, and marking our offering of service is one way we 

do that. 

For the month of October, an offering of  113.5 volunteer 

hours have been reported. 
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Applemania is Back! 
  
Unbaked 9” apple pies, ready for your oven or freezer, will be available for pick-up here at the 
church Friday evening, November 10 (5:00 – 8:00 p.m.)  and Saturday, November 11 (10:00 
a.m. - 3:00 p.m.).  Each pie costs $12 and must be pre-ordered by October 30. Contact Kelly 
Gordon (847-848-3467 / kgcanuck62@gmail.com) for more information or to help with  
preparation of the pies. Proceeds will support service dog training costs for a young diabetic 
and also PCOP ministries. 

 

 Elders on Call 

     

October 30 – November 4   Judy Lundeen   847-358-4666 

          

November 5 - 11   Bill Bedsole   847-989-5560 

          

November 12 - 18   Frank Ford   847-991-6317 

          

November 19 - 25   Barbara Churchill   847-340-4087 

          

November 26 – December 2   Allan Garraway   312-399-2132 

          

December 3 - 9   Kara Strickland   847-394-0228 

          

December 10 - 16   Katrina Keiffer   847-287-1248 

          

December 17 - 23   Tom Kenter   630-248-0377 

          

December 24 -30   Bill Bedsole   847-989-5560 

          

December 31 – January 6   Judy Lundeen   847-358-4666 

mailto:kgcanuck62@gmail.com
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From Bruce Churchill, Elder 
 

We are surrounded by God’s benefits. The best 

use of these benefits is an unceasing ex-

pression of gratitude.  – John Calvin 
 

Commitment Sunday, November 12th, is a very important Sunday for the Stewardship/Finance 

team as well as the Harvest 2 team.  Once the pledges (commitments) have been dedicated and 

counted, the Stewardship/Finance team will know the state of the 2018 budget and the Harvest 

2 team will know the success of the pledge drive.  We, Stewardship/Finance and Harvest 2, are 

praying for a very successful pledge drive. 

 

The Stewardship/Finance team is tasked with producing a budget each year.  A budget is an 

estimate of revenue and expenses for a given period of time, typically, as ours is, a calendar 

year.  There are three types of budgets.  A surplus budget is one in which revenue from all 

sources exceeds expenses.  The second, a balanced budget, occurs when revenue is estimated to 

equal expenses.  The third type of budget is a deficit budget, where revenue is estimated to be 

less then expenses.  We typically produce a deficit budget because at the time the budget is  

produced, revenue, pledges plus estimates of loose offering and rents, are estimated to be less 

than expenses. 

 

Expenses, year to year, are fairly constant.  Salaries, building maintenance, energy and day to 

day expenses are very predictable and consistent from year to year. Extraordinary items, such 

as a major building repair, are usually paid from either a capital drive or from reserves.  For 

example, in the last few years we contracted sidewalk maintenance that was paid for by a  

capital drive and we contracted tuck pointing and roof maintenance that was paid from the 

maintenance reserve.   

 
The Stewardship/Finance team and the Harvest 2 team ask that you prayerfully consider  
making a commitment to support the Mission and Ministry of our church.  As the Harvest 2 

team stated in the letter accompanying the pledge card, “Every pledge helps us plan for the 
coming year, and every donation counts.”  Please turn in your pledge card so that it can be  
dedicated on Sunday November 12th.  Thank you. 

“As good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gifts each of 

you has received.” 

I Peter 4:10 
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PADS Homeless Shelter 
  

PADS Volunteer Opportunities 
  

Our PADS Leadership Team would welcome you as a volunteer! October 4 we opened our 
doors to the homeless in our community, providing shelter, meals and fellowship every 
Wednesday evening through April 30.  We are in need of men to wor k second shift  (11 pm to 
3 am) and third shift (3 am to 7 am).  All volunteers must attend one mandatory training  
session at Journeys, 1140 E. Northwest Highway, in Palatine. The one hour orientation focuses 
on the agency’s organizational structure, how to interact with the homeless, and general  
volunteer opportunities at the PADS sites and the HOPE Center. A full list of training sessions 
is available at www.journeystheroadhome.org) or in the church office.  
Registration is not required. If you have questions or need more information about PADS, 
please contact Deanna Brown (deannabrown60@yahoo.com / 847-858-1776) or Elaine 
Schmucker (847-776-5816). 

In addition to shift volunteers on Wednesday nights/Thursday mornings, 
we have the following needs: 

- an individual to provide 20 to 25 pieces of fresh fruit (small apples and oranges) each 
week. This could be shared by a few people alternating weeks. 

  
- people to help fold clean laundry every other Saturday at 11:00 a.m. (10/28; 11/11, 
11/25; 12/9, 16, 23, 30) at the church. This should only take about 1 hour and Deanna 
Brown will provide homemade treats! 

  
            - an able-bodied person to carry food from the Deacon’s kitchen to the PADS kitchen 
downstairs on Wednesday afternoons. 
  
To help please contact Deanna Brown, deannabrown60@yahoo.com / 847-858 -
1776. 

During the month of October, we welcomed 108 guests to our site.  

Answer to puzzle on page 5:  “I will give thanks to you, Lord, will all my heart; I will tell of 

all your wonderful deeds.”  Psalm 9:1, NIV. 

http://www.journeystheroadhome.org/
mailto:deannabrown60@yahoo.com
tel:(847)%20858-1776
tel:(847)%20776-5816
mailto:deannabrown60@yahoo.com
tel:(847)%20858-1776
tel:(847)%20858-1776
tel:(847)%20858-1776


 

for peacemakers 

for educators 

for Kids Hope USA mentors and prayer  

partners 

for our PADS volunteers 
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an end to discrimination 
 

our PNC 
 

an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the 
world 

 
those who have suffered a loss due to natural  

disaster 
 

 refugees 
 

all who are homeless 
 

 Jim Ekeberg, Terry Denton, Carol Reagan, the  
Bastiani family, Chris Barr, Judy Bovenmyer,   

Jack Bovenmyer, Van Brokaw and Kathy Bradley for 
continued healing 

 
      peace in our hearts, our families, our  

communities, our  
nation & our world 
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11 12 

 
 

 

Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

7 pm - 12am 

PADS 

2 

12 - 7 am 

PADS 

7-9 pm PNC 

3 

Office closed 

4 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group at Billy’s 

Pancake House 

 

 

5 

9-10 am Choir rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship  

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am-1:00 pm Adult 

Education 

11:30am– 12:30 pm 

Choir rehearsal 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

9-11 am PW 

board 

7 pm - 12am 

PADS 

9 

12 - 7 am 

PADS 

7-9 pm PNC 

 

10 

Office closed 

4-7 pm  

Applemania 
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8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

9am-3pm  

Applemania 
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9-10 am Choir rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am– 12:30 pm 

Choir rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

7 pm - 12am 

PADS 

9:15-11:30 am 

Grace Circle 

7-9 pm Rebecca 

Circle 

16 

12 - 7 am 

PADS 

7-9 pm PNC 

 

 

 

17 

Office closed 

 

 

18 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

 

19 

9-10 am Choir rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am– 12:30 pm 

Choir rehearsal 

 

 

20 

 

21 

7-8:30 pm 

Stewardship 

22 

Office closed 

7 pm - 12am 

PADS 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

Office closed 

12 - 7 am 

PADS 

 

24 

Office closed 

 

 

 

 

25 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

                26 

9-10 am Choir rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am– 12:30 pm 

Choir rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

27 28 

7-9:30 pm 

Session 

29 

7 pm - 12am 

PADS 

30 

12 - 7 am 

PADS 
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