
                               Presbyterian Church of Palatine October 2015 

Spirit Sightings 
 
 
 
October 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 at 8 
am - Men’s Group 
October 3 at 9 am - Inquirer’s 
class 
October 4 & 11 at 8:30 am - 
Breakfast Club 
October 4, 11, 18 & 25 at  
10 am - Worship 
October 4, 11, 18 & 25 at 11:15 
am - Fellowship 
October 4, 11, 18 & 25 at 11:30 
am - Choir Rehearsal 
October 4 & 18 at 7:30 pm -  
ALPHA Ministry 
October 5, 12, 19 & 26 at  
7 pm - Boy Scouts #182 
October 7 at 11 am - PW Botanic 
Gardens outing 
October 7, 14, 21 & 28 at  
7 pm - PADS 
October 9 at 6 pm - Harvest 1  
Pre-Concert Gathering 
October 9 at 7:30 pm -  
Carpenter’s Concert 
October 11 at 11:30 am -  
Advent/Christmas Planning 
October 14 at 9 am - PW Board 
October 19 at 6 pm - Adult study 
at Panera 
October 20 at 7 pm -  
Stewardship 
October 21 at 9 am - Grace Circle 
October 21 at 7 pm -  
Rebecca Circle 
October 26 at 6 pm - Adult study 
at PCOP 
 
October 27 at 7 pm -  
Session 
October 30 & 31 -  
Applemania 

 

It is not too late to buy tickets!   

Close to You: The Music of the Carpenters is coming to PCOP!   

Singer and playwright Lisa Rock along with six other musicians 
will be bringing the music of the Carpenters to PCOP on  
October 9 at 7:30 p.m..  Karen Carpenter’s voice was lower than 
most female vocalists, and Rock’s four octave range allows her 
to sing hits like “We’ve only Just Begun” and “Rainy Days and 
Mondays” in their original key, keeping the songs genuine.   
Purchase tickets online for $22.50 (www.palatinepres.org) or in 
the church office for $20.  Some tickets may be available at the 
door the night of the concert for $25.    

This is a wonderful way to enjoy music, fellowship and support 
OUR church.  This concert is intended to be our major  
fundraiser this year, so we hope everyone will invite their 
friends and neighbors, and help get the word out so that we can 
raise money to support the ministry and mission God is doing 
here. 

Harvest 1 invites you to join us from 6-7 pm for hors d’oeuvres 
and beverages prior to the concert.  Please help us plan  
accordingly by signing up on the poster by the entryway or by 
emailing the church office (office@palatinepres.com). 



Worship Through Service a success! 
35 of us gathered on a very hot Labor Day weekend to serve God by serving our neigh-
bors. Tuesday morning I arrived to a thank-you email from Andy, the Winston Elementary 
principal, in awe of how much work had been done to transform the overgrown jungle out 
front into an inviting garden. When I stopped by at the Sparrow’s Nest to check on our 
workers who were transforming a dusty jumble into a sparkling shopping experience, store 
manager Maha was gushing to me about how glad she was to see us, because there is just 
too much to be done and they have very few paid staff, preferring to rely on volunteers so 
that more of their store proceeds can go to support women and children. I watched as Bob 
A joined a handful of incredible women transforming piles of seemingly random supplies 
into bags of trail mix for the Night Ministry and handmade notecards for those in need of a 
pick-me-up. When I walked into the Food Pantry, I could smell the Clorox Wipes as soon 
as I got through the door, and Barb was there telling me over and over that she looks for-
ward to our coming all year long. Everywhere I went, you all were smiling, working hard, 
laughing and talking and getting to know one another. It was fun to see the pictures on the 
slideshow during lunch, too! If you would like to see them, they are posted on the church 
website (palatinepres.org). Thank you to all of you for your hard work and dedication—in 
the sun and humidity, in the dust and the confusion, you all truly gave our neighborhood a 
glimpse of God that Sunday morning. And we know that our partners can’t wait for us to 
come back again! 

~ Teri 

Harvest 1 
September 8 – October 17 

Names to Faces 
 During the season of Harvest 1 we have celebrated the beginning of the 2015-2016 seasons of PADS and 
Kids Hope by participating in the commissioning of the volunteers involved with both of these ministries. Those 
attending our Breakfast Club on Sunday mornings from 8:30-9:30 a.m. have enjoyed delicious breakfast  
casseroles, pastries and fruit while engaging in discussion of part one of We Make the Road by Walking. There 
are still two Breakfast Club dates, October 4 and 11, if you’d like to attend - all are welcome! 
 The Harvest 1 season coincides with PCUSA’s Season of Peace, which ends on World Communion  
Sunday, October 4. The Offering gives us a concrete way to contribute locally and nationally to the work of 
peace. It is the offering that funds the Peacemaking Program for our denomination, enabling us to bring in  
International Peacemakers, share conferences and advocate for active nonviolent solutions to conflicts. Gifts to 
the offering will support Syrian refugees, providing funds for school supplies, teachers and a place to learn so 
that children can continue their education. 
You and your guests are invited to join us for a Pre-Concert Gathering on October 9 from 6:00-7:00 p.m. We will 
provide hors d’oeuvres and beverages to enjoy prior to the Close to Y ou – the Music of the Carpenters concert 
which begins at 7:30 p.m. Please let us know if you (and guests) will be attending by signing up on the poster in 
the entryway or contact the church office (office@palatinepres.com / 847-358-4650) so we can plan  
appropriately. 

Janet Bedsole, Allan & Jennifer Garraway, Katrina Keiffer, Anita Kern, Lyn Nawrot 

mailto:office@palatinepres.com


Harvest 2 
October 18 – November 22 

Characters of Faith 
Have you ever wondered about the Characters of Faith - Commitment, Praise, Wisdom, Courage, Love and Justice/
Awe? During the Harvest 2 season we will learn about these characters and discover where we see them here at 
PCOP and in our individual lives.  
 Join us as we celebrate Characters of Faith at a Harvest Service and pot luck luncheon on Sunday, November 15 at 
noon (note the change from our regular 10:00 a.m. worship service). 

Adult Education: Meet the Saints 
Panera, Monday evenings at 6 p.m. (October 19; November 2, 9, 16, 23. October 26 we will meet at PCOP).  
Who is a Saint? Not just special people, not necessarily canonized by the Pope, but ordinary people who live faithful 
lives! According to our Reformed Tradition, all of us are the saints of God.  
As in worship we will be reminded of the many ways people have served God throughout history, and we will sing 
of the saints and declare “I mean to be one too!”—so in our Monday night study at Panera we will learn about some 
of those saints who particularly seem to embody the characters of commitment, praise, wisdom, courage, love, and 
justice. Some of these people lived in the first centuries after Jesus, and some lived just a few decades ago. Come to 
learn more about their lives and how they can inspire us!  
There will be a study packet available from the office beginning October 18. 
 

Mission 
Please help us support the Palatine Township’s 2015 Thanksgiving Dinner Basket Program. This endeavor assists 
low-income families in our community by providing them with all of the ingredients needed to prepare a traditional 
Thanksgiving dinner. You can help by donating something as simple as a can of green beans, a box of jello, a bag of 
stuffing mix, or any of a number of other suggested items. Look for a poster in the entryway and sign up to provide 
one or several ingredients for our baskets.  
Harvest 2 is joining with Presbyterian Women to support WINGS (Women in Need Growing Stronger) by providing 
basic necessities from their “wish list”. A list of items needed will be posted on the bulletin board in the narthex  
during the length of our season. 

PADS 
We need your help in providing lunch items for our guests during the 2015-2016 season.  Items 
such as individual bags of chips and cookies, lunchmeat and cheese for sandwiches, juice boxes 
and individual pieces of fruit (apples, oranges, etc.) are needed for the sack lunch our gests may 
take with them.  We are asking you to sign up to provide one of these items each week for one 
month.  Look for sign-up sheets in the narthex and thanks for your help! 
Our PADS Leadership Team would welcome you as a volunteer!  October 7 we will open our 
doors to the homeless in our community, providing shelter, meals and fellowship every Wednesday evening through 
April 30.  All new volunteers must attend one mandatory training session at Journeys, 1140 E. Northwest Hwy, in 
Palatine and one short orientation here at PCOP.  Now is the time to schedule a training session so you’ll be ready to 
serve when we open our doors in October.  A full list of training sessions is  
available at www.journeystheroadhome.org or in the church office.  Registration is not required.  If you have  
questions or need more information about PADS, please contact Deanna Brown (847-858-1776/ 
deannbrown60@yahoo.com) or Elaine Schmucker (847-776-5816). 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hi everyone!  It’s me – Christopher Kenter.  Deanna asked me to be this month’s spotlight person, so I guess I will 
share a little about myself. 
 
As you all know, I am part of the Kenter family that attends church here at PCOP.  I have been coming here all of my 
life.  Palatine is where I have grown up.  I started attending PCOP with my Mom, Dad, & Ryan in 1992 when I was a 
new born infant.  My grandmother, Florence Beaujon - who is a retired Presbyterian Minister, baptized me here at 
PCOP when I was just a baby. 
 
I like coming to church every week because I love praying, hearing the sermons, being on the sound board team, and 
ushering once in awhile.  I also enjoy helping out at PADS.  Ryan, my Dad, and I have been volunteering for a few 
years.  We usually help do set-up, serve dinner, and do the dishes – something I get plenty of practice at because I 
have to do the dishes at home on odd numbered days.  Recently I helped Larry Knight with a project building some 
things in the basement – and I went home with all my fingers still in good shape! 
 
I like being involved in the church because this place is special.  My relationship with God has been shaped by being 
here and taking part in the Christian Education program as a young person.  I have also made some good friends here 
and I know people care about me.  I hope to make more friends here as we grow as a Christ centered place. 
 
See you soon…. 

Mission 
Syrian Refugees Crisis 

Since the beginning of 2015, over 100,000 displaced persons from Syria, Northern and Middle Africa, Afghanistan 
and Iraq have been registered in Hungary alone, but the authorities are unable to handle all of the needs of the  
immigrants as the numbers continue to rapidly increase.  All countries surrounding the crisis region are feeling the 
same strain on their resources and the situation will only continue to grow more dire. 

For the past four years, the crisis in Syria has been escalating.  Unimaginable violence and unrest across the Middle 
East and Northern Africa has grown to a level that has created one of the greatest humanitarian crises in current 
memory.  Not since the Second World War have we seen such high numbers of refugees and displaced persons  
desperately seeking safety and refuge in lands not their own. 

Over the last few months  we have been confronted with a visible image of exactly what is at stake:  the lives - many 
of which have been lost - of men and women and small children… all of whom are beloved children of God.   

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is responding to this crisis of forced migration in Europe in cooperation with 
our fellow members of ACT Alliance in working to provide support and refuge to those in need.  This response is in 
addition to the ongoing work PDA has been doing with Syrian refugees in Lebanon and Jordan, as well as Syrians 
remaining in their own country since 2011. 

In addition to offering prayers, you may share your financial blessings to help with needs of the forced migrants. 
Gifts to  the Peace and Global Witness offering will support Syrian refugees who hope for an end to violence and a 
peaceful future for their children.  You may also donate directly by check with DR000156 – International Refugee in 
the memo mailed to :  

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
P.O. Box 643700 
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700 



Our financial year is 2/3 over and we are still in the black!   
Historically, at the end of August, we will have collected 66% of our 
annual pledged and expected loose offering.  This year, for the same 
time period, you have donated 80% of our pledged and expected 
loose offering!  If this giving trend continues we could actually  
receive donations in excess of $200,000 this year.  Bravo! 
For the month of August income exceeded expenses by $1,992.94.  
Year to date income has exceeded expenses by $10,926.03.  This 
bounty has generated a favorable cash position that is now allowing 
us to do some much needed building maintenance.  In early  
September we cleaned the carpets in the Library, Cosby Room and 
half of the main hallway.  This fall we will have a contractor tuck 
point the brick exterior of our buildings.  See the article on tuck 
pointing that is included in this issue of the Spirit Sightings for  
further information about this work. 

Not only are we generous with our financial resource, we are also 
very generous with our resources of time and talent.  On Service  
Sunday we cleaned shelves at the Palatine Food Pantry, cleaned and 
arranged items at the Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Shop and cleaned and 
weeded the garden beds at the Winston School.  We also made snack 
bags for the Night Ministry.  The gardeners have raised a bounty of 
fresh vegetables that have been delivered to the Palatine Food Pantry 
with many thanks from our less fortunate brothers, sisters and  
families.  Now it is time for the PADS and Kid’s Hope programs to 
begin and these programs will be successful with our donation of 
time and talent. Thank you all for your participation in our mission 
projects. 
We will close with the scripture and the prayer from the Upper Room 
for Friday September 25. The King will reply, “I tell you the truth, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40 (NIV) 
Dear God, thank you for the persons that you bring into our lives.  
Help us see others through your love and know they are your children 
and our brothers and sisters.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen  (Robert 
McClure Terhune – Tennessee) 

PINKIE’S TRAVELS 

GARDEN OUTING 
PW would like to invite all PCOP women and 
their friends to an outing at the Chicago  
Botanic Gardens on Wednesday, October 7.  
We will be meeting at the church at 11:00 a.m. 
and carpooling to the gardens.  There is no 
cost to enter the Botanic Gardens and the park-
ing ($25 per car) will be paid by PW.  We are 
planning to enjoy lunch at the Garden View Café (a cafeteria style 
restaurant) at noon.  A menu and information about the Botanic Gar-
dens are on the bulletin board by the office. 

 
 
 
 
 
In too many places around the world, peace 
is merely a hope.  Conflicts between nations, 
people, and ideas put peace at risk  
throughout the world.  There are also  
conflicts just around the corner—bullying; 
spousal, child and elder abuse; human  
trafficking and forced labor; structural  
racism.  The Peace and Global Witness  
offering, received on World Communion 
Sunday, supports a wide range of ministries 
devoted to peacemaking and reconciliation. 

The things Pinkie the Presbyterian  
Flamingo reminds us when we are  
together:  Followers of Jesus are flexible, 
going however the Spirit goes; We are 
filled with the Spirit who is represented as 
a flame (flamingo means flame); We are 
what we eat (people should be able to see 
Jesus when they see us). 

Pastor Teri out of the office October 12-
21. 

The pastor will be away from Monday  
October 12 through Wednesday October 
21, returning Thursday October 22. There 
will be elders on call while she is away, so 
please contact your deacon or the elder on 
call if you have a pastoral need.  
Sunday, October 18, The Rev. Eric  
Heinekamp, the business affairs director of 
Chicago Presbytery, will be our guest 
preacher, leading us in worship and  
encountering the living word. 



OVERHEARD 

for peacemakers 
for God’s grace 

for our PADS leadership team 
our KIDS Hope Mentors and Prayer Partners 

for the birth of Isabelle Ana-Francesca, daughter of Kiersten  
Lundeen and Sam Cannizzaro, granddaughter of Judy Lundeen  

 

We Pray for… 
the ministry of Dianne & Jerry Shields and Rose Taul, serving 

in Ghana 
Syrian refugees 

those affected by natural disasters 
the school girls kidnapped in Nigeria, and for their families 

Christians in the Middle East 
an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the world 

all who are homeless 
Rev. Kathy Collier, Ron Roemer, Jim Ekeberg, Jack Bovenmy-
er, Judy Bovenmyer and Kathy Bradley for continued healing 
peace in our hearts, our families, our communities, our nation 

and our world 
We Pray to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

During the children’s  
moment on 9/27, Rev. Teri 
talked to the children about 
names.  Billy Bedsole’s  
parents continued a family 
tradition in naming Billy—
he is the fifth of his name!  

 

In the pews, you might see green 
cards that invite you to consider how 
you have offered a gift of service 
this week or month. Whether you 
volunteered for something here at 
church or elsewhere, please fill out 
that card and place it in the offering 
plate as a way to mark that our time 
is  a gift from God, which we return 
to God in gratitude. We are invited 
to offer our whole selves, out of 
God’s abundant blessing, and  
marking our offering of service is 
one way we do that. 

For September , an offering of   81      
volunteer hours have been reported! 

Forget the checkbook? You can support 
our mission online anytime using your 
credit or debit card! Just visit 
www.palatinepres.org/
donate and you will nev-
er have to write another 
check for the offering 
plate.  

Kids Hope USA 
  

Kids Hope USA pairs church members with at-risk children 
through one-on-one mentoring relationships – one mentor, one 
hour, one child. These children need someone who can be present 
at a critical time in their lives when values are formed, self-
esteem is developed, and basic academic and problem-solving 
skills are acquired. Last year nine mentors, supported by nine 
prayer partners and two substitutes, built relationships with nine 
elementary students at Winston Campus. Those relationships will 
continue to grow this year and we hope to build more! If you 
would like to volunteer one hour each week to mentor a child, 
contact PCOP’s Kids Hope Director, Kelly Gordon (847) 749-
0231 or email her at kgcanuck62@gmail.com. 

http://www.palatinepres.org/donate
http://www.palatinepres.org/donate
tel:%28847%29%20749-0231
tel:%28847%29%20749-0231
mailto:kgcanuck62@gmail.com


Tuck Pointing 
We have a nice and inviting building that is home to many groups in our community as well as our church. Over the 
past 60 years, faithful stewards have done much to maintain a safe and attractive place to worship and learn, for peo-
ple to sleep in the winter, for people to be supported in addiction recovery, to gather and make friends, and so much 
more.  We want to continue to maintain these buildings so that God can continue to use them as part of the kingdom 
work.  
To that end, at the September 22nd Session meeting the following motion was unanimously approved: 
Motion: To contract Amsterdam Enterpr ises to perform the work included in their  quotation of 8/25/15 for  
the tuck-pointing of the Northwest Building ($8900), quotation of 9/14/15 for Roof Maintenance -Flat Section 
Northwest Building ($2400), quotation of 9/14/15 for Northwest Building - (4) Firewalls on the Flat Section ($1800) 
and quotation of 9/14/15 for Flower Boxes on the Southwest Side of the Main Building ($1270). Total cost of work 
is $14,370. Work to be completed in 2015. 
So what is tuck pointing and why are we having this work done this year?  According to Popular Mechanics maga-
zine, tuck pointing is the process of replacing deteriorating mortar in the joints between bricks. Also known as 
"pointing" and "repointing," tuck pointing is necessary when the mortar becomes loose, which threatens the stability 
of the structure that it supports.  Brick walls can last up to 100 years if properly maintained.  Mortar joints typically 
last 20-30 years depending on exposure to different kinds of weather.  Our buildings are over 60 years old and are in 
need of maintenance.   
We began the process of obtaining quotes for this work in 2013.  At that time the estimated cost for the work to the 
CE wing only was $10,000.  In August we had the work estimated again and included the Sanctuary building.  We 
saw a significant deterioration in the brickwork from 2013 to now.  In an effort to hold the cost to the budgeted 
$10,000 we asked the contractors to break the estimates out by building and type of work so that we could pick and 
choose what we would do.  After much discussion it was decided that the best thing to do was to do all or none.  
Session agreed with the Facilities Committee that we would do all this year to protect the integrity of our buildings. 
In the 2015 budget we included $10,000 for tuck pointing. We are doing more than just tuck pointing as we have 
identified the root cause of some of the issues we are having and are making repairs to correct these issues. We also 
are correcting some issues with the Sanctuary building, especially with the flower boxes where there are loose cap 
stones and limestone blocks that are out of position. The partially demolished flower box by the emergency exit will 
be removed eliminating a safety issue there.  All this has contributed to the cost overage to budget of $4,370.   
Our church’s house needs this work in order to continue offering the hospitality that is at the core of who we are. 
Please pray for the ministry that happens inside these walls, and if you see a worker feel free to thank them!  And if 
you feel called to contribute an extra offering for the upkeep of this house for our church family, please write in the 
memo line on your check or make a note in your online giving. Thank you!  
 

Parking Lot News 
You may have noticed that we have changed the configuration of the parking spots that are painted with the church 
logo. If you come to the church during school hours especially, please plan to park in one of those spots if any area 
available.  
*If you arrive at the church during school drop-off or pick-up (7:30-8am, 2:15-2:45pm), or during a school event 
such as open house or a concert, you may see cones blocking those church spaces. Those are so you can park 
there! There will also likely be a school staff member in the parking lot trying to ensure that all drivers are respect-
ing the fire lane, handicapped spots, and church spots. Those staff will gladly move cones for you if you tell them 
you are coming to the church.  
*If you need to park near the door to unload, please use your flashers so it’s clear you are not simply parked in the 
fire lane, and try not to leave your car unattended for more than a few minutes. 
We are grateful for our partnership with Winston Campus, District 15, and the Palatine Police Department, and we 
endeavor to ensure that the parking lot is safe and accessible to all. Don’t hesitate to ask for help, or to park in one of 
our marked spots!  



 

Presbyterian Church of Palatine 
  
 

 October 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       
  

 

  1 2 

Office closed 

3 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group, Billy’s 
Pancake House 

9 am– noon  
Inquirer’s class 

4 

8:30-9:30 am Breakfast Club 

10-11 am Worship/World 
Communion  

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30 am-12:30 pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA Ministry 

5 

7-8:30 pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

6 

 

 

7 

11 am - PW  
Botanic Gardens 
Outing 

7 pm-12 am 
PADS 

 

8 

12 -7 am PADS 

 

9 

Office closed 

6-7 pm Harvest 1 
Pre-Concert  
Gathering 

7:30-9:30 pm  
Carpenter’s  
Concert 

 

10 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

 

11 

8:30-9:30 am Breakfast Club 

10-11 am Worship  

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30 am-12:30 pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

11:30 am-3:30 pm Advent/
Christmas Planning 

 

12 

7:00-8:30 pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

13 

 

14 

9-11 am PW 
Board 

7 pm –12 am 
PADS 

 

 

15 

12-7 am PADS 

 

16 

Office closed 

 

17 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

18 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30 am-12:30 pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA Ministry 

 

 

 

19 

6 pm - Adult study 
at Panera 

7-8:30pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

 

20 

7-8:30 pm  
Stewardship 

 

 

21 

9 –11 am Grace  
Circle 

7-9 pm Rebecca 
Circle 

7 pm-12 am 
PADS 

22 

12-7 am PADS 

 

23 

Office closed 

 

24 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

 

25 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship  

11:30 am-12:30 pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

 

 

 

26 

6 pm - Adult study 
at PCOP 

7-8:30pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

27 

7-9:30 pm  
Session 

28 

7 pm—12 am 
PADS 

29 

12-7 am PADS 

30 

Office closed 

Applemania 

31 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

Applemania 


