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PADS at PCOP  
On November 4, 2009 PCOP re-opened as a PADS site after a five year 
break. As we prepare to open our doors to welcome guests on October 4, 
celebrating the beginning of our ninth year serving the homeless in our 
community, it’s interesting to note what has changed and what has  
remained the same.    
 
The total number of guests signed in during the season has grown by 
about 200, from 576 in 2009/2010 to 768 in 2016/2017. Some of the 
guests we welcomed in 2009 we will see again this season, but many 
will be new. We have seen the number of women and families increase 
over the years and have worked to rearrange our space to accommodate 
those population shifts. 
 
Volunteers have logged approximately 1395 hours per season staffing 
the various shifts (site director, food coordinator, set up & serve, 1st, 2nd, 
3rd shifts and clean-up), or almost 11,140 hours over 8 years. That 
doesn’t count the many hours spent by members of our partner churches 
preparing the 232 dinners served. Prince of Peace Lutheran, St.  
Nectarios Greek Orthodox, St. Theresa Catholic, Countryside Unitarian 
Universalist and St. Philip’s Episcopal have been ecumenical partners in 
this ministry from the beginning and are still going strong.  
Undocumented volunteer hours include restocking supplies, preparing 
paperwork, scheduling volunteers, doing laundry and delivering  
leftovers to Journeys.  
 
Some of the biggest changes in the eight years involve Journeys and the 
services they provide to guests. In addition to the PADS program, the 
Hope Center at Journeys provides over 30 free services including case 
management; job, mental health and housing counseling; healthcare and 
legal referrals; laundry and shower facilities; mail services; clothes  
closet and food pantry. The Pathways Housing Readiness program offers 
assistance in preparing clients to become housing ready. Once housed, 
the clinical team provides support and counseling services to promote 
stability. In 2016/2017 Journeys documented 164 clients who were able 
to get off the streets, out of shelters, and into permanent stable housing.  
 
As we prepare to open our doors to the homeless in our community, 
providing shelter, meals, and fellowship every Wednesday through the 
end of April, we hope you will consider volunteering to serve. If you 
have questions or need more information about PADS, please contact 
Deanna Brown (deannabrown60@yahoo.com / 847-858-1776) or Elaine 
Schmucker (847-776-5816).  
 
The PCOP PADS Leadership Team 
Tom Kenter, Wayne Mroz, Kelly Gordon, Anita Kern, Jan Anderson, 
Barbara Churchill, Sue Rudnick, Deanna Brown, Elaine Schmucker, 
Pam Anderson 

mailto:deannabrown60@yahoo.com


 Harvest 2 
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October 22 thru December 2 
 

This year’s Harvest 2 theme is Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow, which we  

discerned from this season’s liturgical readings.  The scripture readings this season speak about 

how God provided for the welfare of the Old Testament people.  He is still providing all that we 

need. 

 

Worship:  We will be having communion each Sunday by intinction.   Each Sunday there 

will be a special message as we Praise God From Whom All Blessing Flow.  Stewardship  

Sunday is November 12, 2017.  This is the day we will commit to supporting our ministry here 

at PCOP with your Time, Talent, and Finances.  

 

Christian Education Opportunities: 

The 500 year celebration of the Reformation is on Sunday, October 29, 2017.  We will offer 

classes on October 29 & November 5 following worship for discussion of the book “Being  

Reformed: Faith Seeking Understanding, The Protestant Reformation”.  Books will be available 

starting October 22.   A light lunch will be served. 

 

Mission Projects: 

We will be supporting the Palatine Township’s 2017 Thanksgiving Basket Program by  

collecting items to fill three baskets with all of the ingredients needed to prepare a traditional 

Thanksgiving dinner for local families in need. These items need to be placed in the baskets in the 

Narthex by Sunday, November 5, 2017. Please see the sign up board in the Narthex and sign up to 

provide one or several ingredients for our baskets.  

 

We will also be collecting items for WINGS (Women in Need Growing Stronger). See bulletin 

board for a list of the needed items.  

 

Fellowship:  

Mark your calendars: A Potluck Dinner will be held on Saturday, October 28, 2017 from  

6:30 - 9:00 pm.  The dinner will feature a guest speaker from WINGS who will share the  

organization’s work with adults and children who are escaping from domestic violence and 

abuse.  Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Narthex if you plan to attend. 

 

Fellowship after worship each Sunday will be a potluck.  So show off your talents in baking, 

cooking, and picking out delicious fruits.  Coffee and juices will be provided.  

 

Serving Opportunities:  

This season includes Stewardship.  Please see the signup sheets in the Narthex where you can 
provide your time & talents this season.  We are in need of ushers, liturgists & welcome center 

staffing.  
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Harvest 1 

GOD CALLS US TO BE PARTNERS 
When we partner with God, we become part of the story God writes. 
 
September 10 – October 15 
 
We see in the narrative lectionary scriptures this worship season that God calls humankind into 
partnership with Him, and that God doesn’t wait until people are “perfect” to invite them.  God 
provides all that Abraham, Jacob, Moses, and Samuel need to respond to their call, helping 
them overcome their imperfections, doubts and hesitations.  These stories give us confidence to 
trust that God will provide for us, too, if we listen for and strive to follow God’s call in our 
lives. 
 
Worship 
We are following our regular worship schedule of Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary, with 
Communion by intinction each Sunday. 
 
On September 17, we celebrated the baptism of Lux Strickland Judd, and on September 24, 
Kids Hope mentors and prayer partners were commissioned.   
 
On October 1, World Communion was celebrated and the Peace and Global Witness  
offering  was received. The Rev. Sung Yeon Choimorow led the service and the New Elim  
Korean Church liturgical dance team provided a special time of reflection as we began worship. 
On October 8 our PADS volunteers will be commissioned and on October 15 we will celebrate 
the baptism of Molly Allison, daughter of Lesley and Joe Brand.  
 
Fellowship 
The Harvest 1 season kicked off September 10 with a special luncheon following worship and 
“spiritual gifts bingo”. Everyone who played was a winner! 
 
For fellowship during the rest of the season, the team will provide beverages and invites you to 
bring snacks to share.  Sweet or savory, all items are welcome on the fellowship table! 
 
Mission 
Peace and Global Witness Offering  
Blessed are the peacemakers.  This offering, established in 1980, challenges us to view the 
world not as a place where conflict is inevitable, but where Christ’s peace is possible.  The  
programs that are supported by the Peace and Global Witness Offering help foster peace,  
justice, and reconciliation, even in the midst of war, violence, and division – around the world 
and in our country and community.   

 
A total of 25% will be retained by PCOP to help stock the shelves of the Palatine Food Pantry 
with much-needed assistance to low-income families in our immediate community.  Another 
25% will be used by Presbyteries and Synods for ministries of peace and reconciliation.  The 
remaining 50% will be used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and  
justice in cultures of violence, including our own (e.g., gun violence that claims many  
American lives). 

 
 



 (continued from page 3) 

 
We also are collecting non-perishable goods for the food pantry through October 15.  Please 
check the bulletin board in the narthex for shopping lists of needed items.  Monetary donations 
also are welcome. 
 
Christian Education 
To learn more about how we might better listen for how God is speaking to us, we are reading 
and discussing the book Listening Hearts:  Discerning Call in Community.  The Rev. Diane 
Shields is leading the discussion for this three-part class, which continues after worship on  
October 1 and October 8.  Copies of the book are available at no charge.  Lunch will be  
provided.   
 
Harvest 1 Team:  Kathy Ekeberg, Mary Kenter, Jan Lohs, Lyn Nawrot;  Consultant:  Betty 
Bruce 
 
 

Garden Ministry 
 

In September, the continued warm weather helped the garden produce.  The first half of the 

month, we were able to send produce over to the Pantry two times a week!  Tomatoes,  

peppers, green beans, jalapenos, zucchini, cucumbers, bell peppers, butternut squash, and 

Swiss chard were still being picked and we finally were able to harvest two big bags of yellow 

onions.  The Brussel sprouts that have been growing all summer are 

almost ready and will be picked after the first frost. 

 

The Pantry is always very appreciative of all the produce that comes 

from our garden! Produce from our garden is a welcome addition to 

the canned food that the guests at the pantry receive. Working in the 

garden is a wonderful way to help others and also have a little fun 

getting your hands dirty. Consider joining our team next year.  Many 

hands make light work!  

 

A big “Thank You” to Deanna Brown who picked up the slack this summer and made regular 

trips over to the Pantry to deliver our produce!   

 
Pam Anderson, George Auer, Tim Bradley, Deanna Brown, Jim Ekeberg, Marge Pearson, Curt 

Peterson, and Alex, Jim & Lyn Nawrot 
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In the pews, you might see green cards that invite you to 

consider how you have offered a gift of service this week or 

month. Whether you volunteered for something here at 

church or elsewhere, please fill out that card and place it in 

the offering plate as a way to mark that our time is  a gift 

from God, which we return to God in gratitude. We are  

invited to offer our whole selves, out of God’s abundant 

blessing, and marking our offering of service is one way we 

do that. 

For the month of September, an offering of  47 volunteer 

hours have been reported. 
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Volunteer Opportunity 

Monday, October 9  10 am to 3 pm 

 

Join us to help the Sparrow’s Nest thrift store transform 

into a winter wonderland in preparation for the holidays. 

Accomplishing this transformation takes many  

volunteers!  Come for an hour or stay for the day - 

lunch is provided.   The Sparrow’s Nest is located in the 

Palatine Plaza, 275 E. Northwest Highway, Palatine. 

PADS Help Needed! 

 

We currently have needs for additional PADS help outside of staffing our Wednesday night 

site.  We would love to have you join this important ministry, providing housing for those  

temporarily without a home.  

1. We need an individual to provide 20 to 25 pieces of fresh fruit (small apples and oranges) 

each week.  This could be shared by a few people alternating weeks. 

2. We need people to help fold clean laundry every other Saturday at 11 a.m. at the church.  

This should only take about 1 hour and Deanna will provide home made treats! 

3. We need an able-bodied person to carry food from the Deacon’s kitchen to the PADS 

kitchen downstairs on Wednesday afternoons.  

 

If you are able to help, please contact Deanna Brown, deannabrown60@yahoo.com or  

847-858-1776 
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From Bruce Churchill, Elder 
 
 

 
A MESSAGE FROM THE STEWARDSHIP/FINANCE TEAM 

 
Soon, the Harvest 2 Team will be conducting our annual pledge drive.  Here are 

some thoughts that may help you to discern how much you will pledge for 2018. 

 
What is a pledge? 
A pledge is an intentional decision to support our church with financial giving.  When we plan 
ahead for our giving, we make a conscious decision about spending our money in ways that 

reflect our faith and values.  Receiving your pledge allows the Session to plan wisely for the 
uses of our resources in support of the mission and ministry to which God has called us.  Your 
pledge lets the Session plan more accurately for the ministry we can accomplish. 

 

How do I pay my pledge? 
You may pay weekly, monthly, quarterly or yearly by cash, check, credit card or electronic 

fund transfer (ETF). You can pay by debit or credit card by going to our website 

(www.palatinepres.org) and using the Donate button. 

 

Can I change my pledge? 
Your pledge amount may be changed, increased or decreased during the year, at any time as 

your financial circumstances change.  Please let our Financial Secretary, Linda Baumgart, 

know if you are changing your pledge. Linda’s email address is financial@palatinepres.com. 

 

Why should I give to our church? 
People give for a variety of reasons.  Here are a few of them. 

To return a portion of my blessings – a sense of gratitude 

To support the ministry and mission of our church – a sense of generosity 

Because I’m supposed to – a sense of duty 

To pay my own way – a sense of fairness 

 

A final thought 
The Christian life is shaped by gratitude – gratitude for the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit.  It is by God’s grace that we receive the gift 

of our own lives, and so, we are called to shape the whole of our lives by our grateful response.   

 
Thank you, in advance, for responding to our pledge drive.  If you receive a pledge card in the 
mail you can respond by mailing the completed card to the church, by putting the completed 
card in the collection plate or by placing the completed card directly into Linda Baumgart’s 
mail box which is located just outside the church office.  If you don’t receive a pledge card in 
the mail and wish to pledge, you can pick one up at the Welcome Center.  We accept pledges 
all year long!  
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Peace and Global Witness Offering 
 

The Peace & Global Witness Offering challenges us to look at the world not as a place where 
conflict is inevitable, but where Christ’s peace is possible. The programs supported by the 
Peace & Global Witness Offering help bring people tables of peace, justice, and reconciliation 
even in the wilderness of war, violence, and division. In places of abiding conflict, the Peace & 
Global Witness Offering supports the work of Presbyterian mission co-workers to bring  
together former enemies and begin healing the spiritual wounds of war. In congregations closer 
to home, support from the offering enables efforts to turn back the tide of gun violence that 
claims too many American lives. In other communities, it’s facilitating a transformative  
dialogue about the difficult subject of race to find new common ground. Individual  
congregations are encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this offering to connect with the global 
witness of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain an additional 25% for ministries of peace and  
reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for 
peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of 
education and Christian witness. More information and “Path of Peace” daily devotions can be 
found at http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peace-global.html  

 

PADS 
  

Our PADS Leadership Team would welcome you as a volunteer! October 4 we will open our 
doors to the homeless in our community, providing shelter, meals and fellowship every 
Wednesday evening through April 30. All volunteers must attend one mandatory training  
session at Journeys, 1140 E. Northwest Highway, in Palatine. The one hour orientation focuses 
on the agency’s organizational structure, how to interact with the homeless, and general  
volunteer opportunities at the PADS sites and the HOPE Center. Now is the time to schedule a 
training session so you’ll be ready to serve when we open our doors in October. A full list 
of training sessions is available at www.journeystheroadhome.org) or in the 
church office. Registration is not required. If you have questions or need more 
information about PADS, please contact Deanna Brown 
(deannabrown60@yahoo.com / 847-858-1776) or Elaine Schmucker (847-776-
5816). 

    

     Answers to puzzle on page 6.  

 
4-letter words: gain, pain, lens, mote, page, nuts, nest, sent, rant, 

rain, pain; 5-letter words; giant, paint, tents, notes, stone, stout, 

motor, mount; longer words: morning, routes, giants, mounts,  

promote, raging.   

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peace-global.html
http://www.journeystheroadhome.org/
mailto:deannabrown60@yahoo.com
tel:(847)%20858-1776
tel:(847)%20776-5816
tel:(847)%20776-5816


 

for peacemakers 

for those who tend our garden 

for caregivers 

for Kids Hope USA mentors and prayer  

partners 

for our PADS volunteers 
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an end to discrimination 
 

our PNC 
 

an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the 
world 

 
those who have suffered a loss due to natural  

disaster 
 

 refugees 
 

all who are homeless 
 

 Lyn Nawrot, Lillian Grandt, Doris Heilman, Carol 
Reagan, the Bastiani family, Chris Barr,  

Judy Bovenmyer,  Jack Bovenmyer,  
Van Brokaw and Kathy Bradley for continued 

 healing 
 

      peace in our hearts, our families, our  
communities, our  

nation & our world 
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Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9-10 am Choir rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship  

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am– 12:30 pm 

Choir rehearsal 

11:30am-12:30 pm 

Adult Education 

7:30-9 :00pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

2 3 4 

7 pm - 12am 

PADS 

5 

12 - 7 am 

PADS 

7-9 pm PNC 

6 

Office closed 

7 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group at Billy’s 

Pancake House 

 

 

8 

9-10 am Choir rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship  

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am– 12:30 pm 

Choir rehearsal 

11:30am-12:30 pm 

Adult Education 

 

9 

7 pm -  

Deacons 

 

10 

7 pm  

Harvest 2 

Planning 

 

11 

9-11 am PW 

board 

7 pm - 12am 

PADS 

12 

12 - 7 am 

PADS 

7-9 pm PNC 

 

13 

Office closed 

 

 

 

14 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

 

 

 

15 

9-10 am Choir rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am– 12:30 pm 

Choir rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

16 

 

17 

7-8:30 pm 

Stewardship 

18 

7 pm - 12am 

PADS 

9:15-11:30 am 

Grace Circle 

7-9 pm Rebecca 

Circle 

19 

12 - 7 am 

PADS 

7-9 pm PNC 

 

 

 

20 

Office closed 

 

 

21 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

 

22 

9-10 am Choir rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am– 12:30 pm 

Choir rehearsal 

23 

 

24 

7-9:30 pm 

Session 

25 

7 pm - 12am 

PADS 

 

 

 

 

26 

12 - 7 am 

PADS 

7-9 pm PNC 

 

27 

Office closed 

 

 

 

 

28 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

6:30 - 8:30 pm 

Harvest 2 Dinner 

                29 

9-10 am Choir rehearsal 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

11:30am-12:30 pm 

Adult Education 

11:30am– 12:30 pm 

Choir rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

30 31 
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