
 

Spirit Sightings 
Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

Special dates to note 

 October 1 - Worship with 
pot luck dinner 

 October 3 - H1 Faith at the 
Movies 

 October 6 - Cookie baking 
for Night Ministry 

 October 7 & 8 - PW  
Rummage Sale 

 October 9 - Advent/
Christmas Planning 

 October 21 - Rebecca  
circle (note change in day 
of the week) 

 October 23 - guest  
preacher Nancy Dolan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In the scripture reading for October 1, we heard that the explanation 
for celebrating the Exodus each year is “It is because of what the 
Lord did for me when I came out of Egypt.” Not just what God has 
done in the past, or for the world, but what the Lord did for me. 
 
This season, let’s each think about what the Lord has done for me. 
When you look at your life—from the beginning until now—where 
do you see God’s hand? Where has God provided? Where has God 
been trustworthy and faithful? What has God done for you? This 
might be people who have come into, or gone out of, your life…
experiences you’ve had…things you’ve lost or found…times when 
you have been lost or found…resources when you needed them…
freedom from something…a call or opportunity to do something…
you get the idea.  
 
Similar to “counting your blessings,” this exercise gives us some 
perspective. But this even goes beyond the typical blessing-
counting and asks us to look specifically for where we see God  
actively working in our own individual lives. 
 
When you are “finished” making a list of all the things God has 
done for you, perhaps also make a list of what God has done for 
PCOP. Where has God guided, prodded, gifted, challenged, and 
graced this church community?  
 
How would you finish this sentence? “It is because of what the 
Lord did for me when _____.” Or perhaps “This is what the Lord 
did for me when ______: God ______.”  
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Harvest 2 
 October 16 – November 26   
 
Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and he will provide you everything you need [Luke 
12:31].  In the Harvest 2 season our theme is “God Provides” and we have chosen a hymn for 
the season “For Your Generous Providing” . 
 
Worship 
 
We will have guest preachers during Teri’s vacation on October 23rd and 30th.. 
Stewardship Sunday will be November 13.  There will also be some special music during 
worship time. The Stewardship letter and pledge information will be mailed out during the 
week of October 23. 
 
Communion will be served by intinction on November 20.   
  
Fellowship 
 
During the Harvest 2 season, we will be providing coffee and drinks during the fellowship 
hour.  Members are encouraged to bring refreshments to share.  Let’s see how God Provides. 
 
Mission 
 
On Friday November 18, we will have a church wide event at the Feed My Starving Children 
in Libertyville from 8:00 – 9:30pm.  We will have appetizers and desserts at the church from 
5:30 – 7:00 pm, followed by carpooling to their location in Libertyville.  FMSC is a  
non-profit organization empowering volunteers to pack meals for the malnourished in nearly 
70 countries. 
 
Your Harvest 2 Team:  Judy and George Craig, Sheila and Frank Ford, and Judy Lundeen   
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September 11 – October 9  
 
In God We Trust 
 
The Harvest 1 season is coming to a close, but we hope to finish strong! We have looked at 
scripture in the movies, trusted God and practiced Sabbath, and enjoyed a potluck dinner and 
communion service with a jazz trio. We still have Mission opportunities going on: cookie  
baking Thursday, October 6 from 4-6 pm at PCOP and you can still give to the very important 
Peace and Global Witness Offering—25% of which will go to help the young men at  
FACE-IT turn their lives around, and the remainder of which funds important peace and edu-
cation work around the world during this time of strife (see page 8). Please give generously. 
 
Your Harvest 1 Team: Bill Bedsole, Katrina Keiffer, Pam Anderson  

Harvest 1 



 

Extra Sunday = Extra 
Giving 
 
______________________ 

 
 

Fulfilling PCOP’s mission of 
being Found by Grace, Fed by 
Grace, and Following by Grace 
requires funding, and while we 
have worked hard to keep  
expenses down (they are  
significantly below even our 
budgeted expenses—great 
job!), our income still doesn’t 
quite match up. To help offset 
the deficit, Session will be  
conducting various fundraisers 
& stewardship drives during 
the 2nd half of the year.  
One opportunity to reduce the 
deficit is “Extra Sunday – Extra 
Giving”.  October has 5  
Sundays, and the Session is 
asking you to prayerfully  
consider giving something  
extra on the 5th or “Extra”  
Sunday of the month.   
Together we can overcome 
our deficit, and continue to 
support the members of our 
community that have come to 
rely on us. 
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In the pews, you might see green cards that invite you to 
consider how you have offered a gift of service this week or 
month. Whether you volunteered for something here at 
church or elsewhere, please fill out that card and place it in 
the offering plate as a way to mark that our time is  a gift 
from God, which we return to God in gratitude. We are  
invited to offer our whole selves, out of God’s abundant 
blessing, and marking our offering of service is one way we 
do that. 

For the month of September, an offering of  48.5 volunteer 
hours have been reported! 

Working at the 
Food Pantry 

Journeys 
mailing at 
PCOP 

Winston School 
campus clean 
up 



 Barbara and I recently spent some time in South Lake Tahoe CA at a  
wonderful resort on the shore of Lake Tahoe.  This was really our first  
experience in the mountains. Lake Tahoe is at an elevation of 6,224 feet.  One 
morning we decided to ride the gondola to the observation deck at Heavenly 
Mountain Ski area. The observation deck is 2000 feet up the mountain (elevation 
8,250 feet).  The view from the observation deck is amazing!  You look out over 
South Lake Tahoe, the lake itself and the mountain ranges beyond the lake.  We did this on a very clear 
day and literally you felt that you could see a thousand miles.  Barbara and I were both struck with the 
same thought while we were on the observation deck.  This is a perfect example of the beauty of God’s 
creation! Limitless blue sky, deep blue lake and brown mountains with occasional patches of snow.  
Magnificent! 
 
Environmental stewardship is very important to the health of Lake Tahoe.  Everywhere you go you see 
reminders to “Keep Tahoe Blue”.  This is an effort to maintain Lake Tahoe’s clarity by preventing  
pollutants from entering the lake. These pollutants provide a source of nourishment for algae and the 
higher amounts of algae in the lake affects its clarity.  When we were there the lake was so clear that you 
could clearly see the bottom in 20 feet of water. 
 
We at PCOP take our stewardship of time and talent seriously. September 4th was Worship through  
Service Sunday. That Sunday we met for a brief service and then we went out into the community and 
completed several service projects.  Barbara and I went to the Palatine Food Pantry and with about six 
other folks, cleaned food storage bins, while another group cleaned the shelving where the food is stored.  
This is a wonderful service project.  We start with prayer, do what we can in the time allotted, and end 
with prayer.  While working we get to know one another much better. We leave there knowing that our 
work is appreciated! 
 
We at PCOP take our financial stewardship seriously also.  The results for August were not as good as 
hoped as expenses exceeded income by $2,670.66. However, at the end of eight months we have a net 
income of $336.35.  The August cash flow statement indicates that at year end expenses will exceed  
income by $22,668. 
 
A lot of water will flow under the bridge between now and year end.  The 2016 budget was approved 
with a $66,085 deficit.  We have potentially reduced that deficit to $22,668.  With continued good  
stewardship of our time, talents and wealth, we can further reduce the deficit.  How can you help?  Keep 
up to date with your pledge and throw something extra into the offering plate each week.  If you haven’t 
paid your or your family’s per capita, please do so before year end. The 2016 per capita is $33.00 per 
member.  There are other simple things that you can do.  If you are the last one to leave the Cosby room, 
please make sure that the thermostat is set back to unoccupied and turn out the lights. If you are the last 
one to leave after a meeting, and no other groups are meeting, make sure all the hallway lights are turned 
off.  We are starting to gather information for the 2017 budget.  As we reviewed the season team  
spending we noticed that again this year spending is below budget due to many items being donated by 
team members.  If you are donating items and have the receipt, please fill out the VOUCHER FOR  
EXTRA GIVING CREDIT that is available from the church office as well as noting the donation in the 
season binder.  This will help us to track non-cash giving and the voucher amount will be included as 
non-cash giving on your annual giving statement. 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw everything off that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and run with perseverance the race marked out for us.   
Hebrews 12:1 
Elder Bruce Churchill 
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July 17 – September 4  
 
Overflowing 
God’s Abundance Moves Us to Action 
In Pentecost 2 2016, we reflected on God’s gifts of transformation, hope, love, grace, trust, 
and healing.  Having received so abundantly, we are called to action.   
 
Worship 
The final Sunday in Pentecost 2, we Worshipped through Service, meeting in the Cosby 
Room for hymns and prayer at 9:00 a.m. and then going into the community to serve  
others or remaining at the church to work on projects that benefitted  local organizations.   
 Opportunities away from the church included helping at the Food Pantry, cleaning up 

the entrance gardens at Winston Campus, and helping some of our senior neighbors.   
 Projects at the church benefitted Journeys the Road Home and Winston Campus. 
Afterwards, we shared our experiences while enjoying a pizza luncheon at the church. 
 
Mission Opportunities 
 FACE-IT Treatment Residence:  FACE-IT is a residential treatment program that  

serves delinquent youth in Lake County.  Through individual, group, and family  
therapy sessions over the duration of their stay, young men who have been  
institutionalized for drug abuse rehabilitation or anger management treatment are given 
the tools to transition back into society.   

 
The P2 team collected personal items for young men in the FACE-IT program.  Items  
included flip flops, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, non-alcoholic mouthwash,  
deodorant, and body wash – filling 15 plastic grocery bags.  When the items were  
delivered, the staff members accepting them were incredibly grateful commenting, “Many 
times when young men are moved from the detention center to the treatment residence 
they are given partially/previously used toiletries which makes them feel as if they do not 
belong.” They also stated that we are the only group that has ever donated such items. 
 
 Palatine Food Pantry:  We took our  work at the township food pantry on  

Worship through Service Sunday a step further by surprising the pantry with items to 
stock the shelves we had just finished cleaning.  The pantry partners with Palatine High 
School to provide weekend “take home” bags for students who receive free breakfast 
and lunch during the week (50% of the student population).   

 
Cereal, granola bars, juice boxes, peanut butter, jelly, fruit cups, pudding cups, Mac & 
Cheese, chicken noodle soup, and SpaghettiOs in amazing abundance donated by PCOP 
members were presented to the pantry and were gratefully accepted! 
 
 Winston Campus School Supplies:  P2 also collected school supplies to create a 

stockpile of basic items that teachers at Winston Elementary can draw from and, thus, 
avoid using their own funds to ensure no child is left lacking what all children need to 

Pentecost 2 
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fully engage in learning in the classroom. Eight bankers’ boxes of supplies were  
delivered. The school social worker was able to provide supplies the opening day of 
school for the children of five families, two of them homeless. 

 
 
The Pentecost team was overwhelmed by the congregation’s generous response to these  
mission projects. It was a true example of sharing our abundance with others, and the  
organizations receiving them were truly grateful. 
 
Education 
P2 continued the Monday evening discussion group begun in P1 as we read the Bible in 90 
days. Those attending were enriched by sharing their observations and questions and  
discussing them. 
 
Theology Thursdays on the Patio (TOP) continued through September 15, from 6:30 – 8:00 
p.m. at Emmett’s. 
 
Your Pentecost 2 Team:  Deanna Brown, Anita Kern, Jan Lohs, and consultants Larry Knight 
and Barbara and Van Wells 
 
 

Pentecost 2 (continued) 

Making meatballs Helping a Palatine Senior 
in her home 
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8 

PW Rummage Sale 
___________________ 

Mark your calendars! The 
Fall Rummage Sale and 
Bake Sale will be held on 
Friday, October 7 and  
Saturday, October 8. It's 
time to start collecting 
items to donate! Items for 
the sale may be placed in 
the area behind the craft 
room in the education wing. 
Baked goods may be 
brought to the church by 
4:00 p.m. on October 7 and 
placed in the deacons’ 
kitchen. 

 
Peace and Global Witness Offering 

 
The Peace & Global Witness Offering challenges us to look at the 
world not as a place where conflict is inevitable, but where Christ’s 
peace is possible. The programs supported by the Peace & Global 
Witness Offering help bring people tables of peace, justice, and  
reconciliation even in the wilderness of war, violence, and division. 
In places of abiding conflict, the Peace & Global Witness Offering 
supports the work of Presbyterian mission co-workers to bring  
together former enemies and begin healing the spiritual wounds of 
war. In congregations closer to home, support from the Offering 
enables efforts to turn back the tide of gun violence that claims too 
many American lives. In other communities, it’s facilitating a  
transformative dialogue about the difficult subject of race to find 
new common ground. Individual congregations are encouraged to 
utilize up to 25% of this offering to connect with the global witness 
of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain an additional 25% for  
ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used 
by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and  
justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through  
collaborative projects of education and Christian witness. 

 
PADS 

Our PADS Leadership Team would welcome you as a volunteer! 
On Wednesday, October 5, we will open our doors to the homeless 
in our community, providing shelter, meals and fellowship every 
Wednesday evening through April 30. All volunteers must attend 
one mandatory training session at Journeys, 1140 E. Northwest 
Hwy, in Palatine. The two hour orientations focus on the agency’s 
organizational structure, how to interact with the homeless, and 
general volunteer opportunities at the PADS sites and HOPE  
Center. A full list of training sessions is available at 
www.journeystheroadhome.org or in the church office. Registration 
is not required. If you  need more information about volunteering, 
please contact Deanna Brown (847-858-1776/  
deannabrown60@yahoo.com) or Elaine Schmucker (847-776-
5816). 

 



 

Join the Harvest 1 team on Thursday, October 6, from 4-6 pm at PCOP for cookie 
baking.  The cookies will be given to the Night Ministry in Chicago. 

for peacemakers 
for our PADS volunteers 

for those who tend our garden 
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We Give Thanks to God…. 

We Pray for … 
Denise Anderson and Jan Edmiston, Co-Moderators  

of the 222nd PC(USA) General Assembly 
 

those who have suffered loss due to acts of terrorism 
 

those who have suffered loss as a result of natural disasters 
 

an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the world 
 

Syrian refugees 
 

school girls kidnapped in Nigeria and for their families 
 

all who are homeless 
 

Jean and Barbara Bastiani, caring for son/brother Greg 
 
 

Martha Holmes, Chris Barr, Jim Nawrot, Judy Bovenmyer,   
Jack Bovenmyer, Van Brokaw and Kathy Bradley for continued 

healing 
 

      peace in our hearts, our families, our communities, our nation 
& our world 
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Kid’s Hope USA 
 

Can you believe it?  We have been partnering with Winston and Kid’s Hope for two years 
making this our third year.  We have seen kids come and go for a variety of reasons,  
including moving on to junior high school.   I know we are making a difference in their lives 
and they are making a difference in ours.  All it takes is one hour each week to make that  
difference for an at risk child.  There are more children that could use a caring adult to show 
them that someone does care enough to be there for them and them alone each week.  Are 
you able to be that adult? 
 
If you are interested in learning more about the program, please contact me (847)749-0231 or 
kgcanuck62@gmail.com.  Another way you can learn more is to attend the Illinois Regional 
Conference on October 15 in St Charles IL. 
 
This year’s theme is “Show Up – Step out of your story and into someone else’s”.  It is based 
on a book written by the president of Kid's Hope, David Staal. 
 
I would like to express my utmost thanks to Jim Ekeberg and Barbara Churchill for the two 
years they gave of their time to their child.  They are moving on to other endeavors and will 
be missed. 
 
Kelly Gordon   

Did you attend the Worship 
Service on October 1?  If so, 
did you receive one of the 10 
pink envelopes?  We are  
looking forward to hearing 
how you have used the money 
to pay it forward.  

tel:%28847%29749-0231
mailto:kgcanuck62@gmail.com
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Presbyterian Church of Palatine 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
8-9:30 am 
Men’s Group 
 
6 pm Worship 
with Potluck 
dinner 

2 
7:30-9 pm ALPHA 
Ministry 
 
 

3 
7 pm H1 Faith 
at the Movies 

4 
 

5 
7pm-12 am 
PADS 

6 
12 –7 am 
PADS 
 
4-6 pm  
Cookie baking 

7 
Office closed 
 
5-8 pm PW 
Rummage 
Sale 

8 
8-9:30 am 
Men’s Group 
 
10am - 1pm PW 
Rummage Sale 

9 
10-11 am Worship 
11:15-11:45 am  
Fellowship 
11:30am-12:30 pm 
Choir Rehearsal 
12:30 - 3:30 pm  
Advent/ 
Christmas Planning 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
7pm-12 am 
PADS 

13 
12 –7 am 
PADS 

 
 

14 
Office closed 
 
 

15 
8-9:30 am 
Men’s Group 
 
 

16 
10-11 am Worship 
11:15-11:45 am  
Fellowship 
11:30am-12:30 pm 
Choir Rehearsal 
7:30-9 pm ALPHA 
Ministry 

17 
 

18 
7-8:30 pm 
Stewardship 

19 
9:15 am 
Grace  
Circle 

 
7pm-12 am 
PADS 

 

20 
12 –7 am 
PADS 

21 
Office closed 
 
7-9 pm  
Rebecca  
Circle 
 

 

22 
8-9:30 am 
Men’s Group 

23 
10-11 am Worship, 
guest preacher Nancy 
Dolan 
11:15-11:45 am  
Fellowship 
11:30am-12:30 pm 
Choir Rehearsal 

24 
 

 26 
7pm-12 am 
PADS 

27 
12 –7 am 
PADS 

28 
Office closed 

29 
8-9:30 am 
Men’s Group 

30 
10-11 am Worship 
11:15-11:45 am  
Fellowship 
11:30am-12:30 pm 
Choir Rehearsal 
7:30-9 pm ALPHA 
Ministry 

31      


