
                               Presbyterian Church of Palatine,  December 2014 

Spirit Sightings 
Coming this month!! 

December 1, 8, 15, 22 
and 29 at 7 pm - Boy 
Scouts #182  

December 2 at 6 pm - 
Session 

December 3, 10, 17, 24 
and 31 at 7 pm- PADS 

December 6 at 9 am - 
Cookie Walk 

December 6, 13, 20 and 
27 at 8 am - Men’s 
Group 

December 7, 14, 21 and 
28 at 10 am - Worship 

December 7 and 14 at 
11:15 am - Fellowship 
(Lunch & Bible Study) 

December 7 and 21 at 
7:30 pm - ALPHA  
ministry 

December 10 at 9 am - 
PW Board 

December 16 at 7 pm - 
Stewardship 

December 17 at 9:15 am 
- Grace Circle 

December 17 at 7 pm - 
Rebecca Circle 

December 21 and 28 at 
11:15 am - Fellowship 

December 21 at 7 pm - 
Longest Night Worship 

December 24 at 5 pm - 
Worship/Communion  

 

 

It seems autumn has disappeared with the speed of light and Advent is knocking at 
the door! The Advent/Christmas Team has been hard at work preparing for this 
“most wonderful time of the year”. Our theme for the next 5 weeks (Nov.30 - Dec 
28) will be “Messengers of Light”.  
God sent a message of love to us in Jesus. That message was announced by a  
brilliant light over Bethlehem. Jesus is truly the light of our lives. In response we 
must shed light for others as we travel on our way through life. By season’s end we 
hope these words (and its tune) will stick in your heart and inspire you to be 
a Messenger of Light: 

 
We are each other’s angels 
And we meet when it is time 
We keep each other going 

And we show each other signs. 
 
Our regular worship times will be 10 am Nov. 30, Dec 7, Dec. 14, Dec. 21 and Dec. 
28. On Dec. 21 we will have a Longest Night Candlelight Service at 7 pm for those 
who wish a quiet, contemplative interlude in an often busy season, are missing  
someone special or are unable to attend on Christmas Eve. 
Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be on Wednesday, Dec. 24 at 5 pm. Our 
last service of the season will be “Lessons and Carols”  on Dec. 28. 
Our mission opportunities are threefold: we will be collecting our annual JOY  
Offering, filling gift bags for our PADS guests and providing living essentials for 
Home of the Sparrow. There is information on the bulletin board in the Narthex so 
please stop by and see how you can bring some light into the lives of PADS guests 
and/or young single mothers struggling to make ends meet as they raise their  
children. 
Educational opportunities will include weekly Children’s Messages during worship 
and for adults we will serve a “Light Lunch” after worship followed by a Bible study 
on Dec  7 and 14.  
We hope to plant seeds in your hearts that will inspire you to be a Messenger of 
Light in new ways and at unexpected times all through the year....all through your 
life. 
If you want any further information or have any questions, please contact one of the 
Advent / Christmas Team Members: Bruce and Barbara Churchill, Bev Auer, CJ 
Narrajos, Mary and Christopher Kenter. 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 



GIVING TUESDAY  
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Joy Offering 

  
The Christmas Joy Offering is one of four 
special offerings designated by the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) to provide congregations direct 
ways of supporting specific causes that help 
those in need. This offering is shared equally 
by the Board of Pensions, which provides 
critical assistance to both active and retired 
Presbyterian Church workers and their  
families to meet unexpected needs,   
and Presbyterian-affiliated racial ethnic 
schools and colleges which enable students 
to develop their gifts and find their calling. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Mission 
Be a Messenger of Light to our PADS guests 
and Home of the Sparrow supported families 
by donating items needed in their daily lives. 
Check the bulletin board in the narthex to see 
which essentials you might be able to provide 
and bring them to worship during the season 
of Advent for placement under the trees in 
the chancel area. Monetary donations will 
also be gratefully accepted and we’ll do the 
shopping for you.  Please write “Advent  
Mission” in the memo of your check and 
place it in the offering plate or leave in the 
church office.  



SPOTLIGHT ON PCOP 

This has been a year of unexpected events. Unexpectedly we have had 
water in the basement twice and insurance has paid for most of the  
restoration work. Our operating budget absorbed the deductible and 
some additional work we had done during the restoration. Unexpectedly 
in August our CE Director and Choir Director resigned and have not 
been replaced, reducing our staff and our CE expenses. Earlier this year 
our Youth Director requested that his salary be suspended and that has 
helped to further reduce the staff expense. We did not expect a mild 
summer with lower than expected air conditioning costs.   We had 
planned to do some tuck pointing work to the building exterior 
(estimated at $10,000 and included in the 2014 budget) that has not 
been done and will be pushed off for yet another year. The reduced 
spending from these events combined with increased giving and more 
than expected facility fees has resulted in an abundance in October of 
$2,223.04 and year to date October of $7,233.30.  If these giving and 
spending trends continue we could, unexpectedly, break even this year. 
The 2015 pledge drive continues.  As of Sunday November 16 we have 
received 58 pledges.  Four of the pledges are prayer pledges and 54 are 
monetary.  The total pledged is $163,768.  For comparison, this year 
(2014) we have 65 monetary pledges and the total of those 65 monetary 
pledges is $199,121.  We hope to receive additional pledges as we  
believe that we have at least 65 pledging units in our congregation. 
A 2015 budget has been produced by the Stewardship team.  This  
budget will go to Session on December 2nd for modification and  
approval.  If the budget were to be approved without modification we 
are almost $100,000 short in receipts.  Please pray for strength, insight 
and creativity for our Session as we deal with this very challenging 
budget.  
Have you noticed the “start ONLINE GIVING today!” button on our 
web site www.palatinepres.org ?  To go directly to our giving page use 
www.palatinepres.org/donate. Please click on this button and explore 
how you can contribute to our church online. 
 
We are found by grace 
We are fed by grace 
So we follow by grace. 

My name is Pam Anderson and I have 
been a member of PCOP since 1983! 
Guess that makes me an old-timer. In 
that time, I’ve been involved in many 
programs including Deacons, Garden 
Team, Library Team, Stewardship, and 
PADS. For four years, I was also Treas-
urer of the Palatine Presbyterian Wom-
en's group. 

Recently, I was a member of the Harvest 
2 Team, faithfully attending weekly 
book discussions on The Goldfinch and 
participating in its other activities. I en-
joy reading, and other interests include 
cooking, art, and volunteering at Jour-
neys, which offers services to the home-
less, and Habitat for Humanity. 

I grew up in Arlington Heights and now 
make Buffalo Grove my home, sharing 
my life with two adorable cats, Missy 
and Ivy. Being a member of PCOP has 
meant a great deal to me, and I treasure 
the friends I have made and the opportu-
nities to worship and serve others over 
the years. 

Year End Giving 
 
To ensure that your 2014 Giving Statements accurately reflect your  
year-end offering, please make certain that your checks are dated in 
December, 2014. They must be received in the church office by end of 
day December 31, 2014 or post marked no later than December 31, 
2014 to be considered a 2014 donation.   
  
2015 Offering Envelopes are available in the narthex below the bulle-
tin board. If you have questions about the envelopes or your 2015 
pledge, please contact Financial Secretary 
Linda Baumgart (lbaumgart88@gmail.com / 847-705-7285). 

FLAT JESUS’ S TRAVELS 

http://www.palatinepres.org
http://www.palatinepres.org/donate
mailto:lbaumgart88@gmail.com
tel:847-705-7285


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our friends at the Sparrow’s Nest Thrift Store 
(275 E. Northwest Highway) are always looking 
for volunteers to help with sorting donations, 
pricing items and merchandising.  If you have a 
few spare hours each week and would like to 
help them out, contact Teagan Andrews,  
Volunteer Coordinator, at 815-271-5444 x24/ 
tandrews@HOSparrow.org.  They are open 
Monday through Friday from 10 am to 7 pm and 
10 am to 5 pm on Saturday.  All profits from the 
store go to support Home of the Sparrow which 
serves as a transitional shelter program providing  
housing and supportive services for homeless 
women and their children  Each year, more than 
165 homeless women and children reside in 
Home of the Sparrow’s shelters and scattered 
site apartments.  At any given time, up to 65% of 
residents are children. Since Home of the  
Sparrow’s program began, over 2,500 women 
have received help and hope and ultimately lives 
of independence and  self-sufficiency  For more 
information about the organization visit  
www.h-o-s.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Palatine Township Senior Center is  
seeking volunteers to deliver meals to  
homebound senior citizens in the community.  
Meals are delivered between 10:30 am and 12:30 
pm and days are flexible.  Substitute drivers are 
also needed.  Whether you can commit to one 
day a week or one day a month, you will help 
reach people who truly appreciate your time and 
your kindness.  Contact Nancy Stawicki at  
847-991-1112,x 227 to volunteer.  

Jewel/Osco Cookware Promotion 
 
Presbyterian Women are collecting “saver stamps” from  
Jewel/Osco in order to redeem Cuisinart cookware pieces for 
the kitchen in fellowship hall. So far your donations have  
allowed us to acquire two new six quart covered stock pots – 
perfect for cooking frozen vegetables and pasta for our PADS 
guests on Wednesday nights. Keep them coming! Stamps may 
be left in the PW mailbox or brought / mailed to the church 
office.  



OVERHEARD 

We give thanks: 
For our PADS Leadership Team 
For our Kids Hope USA Prayer Partners:  Jan Anderson, Betty 
Bruce, Judy Craig, Lillian Grandt, Jane Hollander, Elaine Schmuck-
er, Ruth Strickland, Jean Tittle, VanWells 
For peacemakers 
For God’s faithfulness and blessings 
For this year’s Elders: Allan Garraway and Lyn Nawrot 
For this year’s Deacons: Kevin Delzell, Caroline Knoff, Davis  
Taylor, Mary Lou Griffin and Hebron Taylor 
For the Harvest 2 Team and sharing the Unexpected movement of 
the Spirit within PCOP 
The music of Ken McMullen, Eric Engelson, Bill Bedsole,  
Alexandra Baumgart and  John Baumgart 

We pray for: 
Rev. Amy Snedeker, battling cancer 
The Haggett family as they rebuild their home  
Wisdom for world leaders 
Peace 
Victims of violence 
The school girls kidnapped in Nigeria and for their families 
All who are homeless 
Jan Anderson, Jim Ekeberg, Jack Bovenmyer, Van Brokaw, Lu-
cille Van Dyke, Judy Bovenmyer and Fred Barr for continued 
healing 
Peace in our hearts, our families, our communities, our nation and 
our world 

“ Your (PCOP) harvest is the largest 
and most consistent donation of fresh 
food we receive”, Barb Walsh with the 
Township Food Pantry. 

CHURCH STAFF 

 
 
 
 
 

December 6      9:30 a.m. 
Mark your calendars and spread the 
word...it's almost Cookie Walk time! We 
need ALL bakers to help by preparing 
their favorite Christmas cookies. We  
always run out of cookies before we run 
out of customers! Please place your  
cookies in a container labeled with your 
name and type of cookie and drop them 
off in the craft room between 9:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 4, 
or in the Cosby Room between 10:00 
a.m. and 12:00 p.m. on Friday, Decem-
ber 5. Please contact Judy Lundeen at 
847.358.4666 with any questions. All 
proceeds go to mission projects.  This 
year we will also have a Christmas  
treasures table. 

Linda Baumgart, Financial Secretary 

Bill Bedsole, Youth Leader 

Young jee Cho-Park, Accompanist 

George Craig, Treasurer 

Anita Kern, Church Secretary 

 

The Rev. Teri Peterson, Pastor 

 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday  
9 am to 5 pm 

Poinsettias 
  

Poinsettias which will adorn our sanctuary this Advent season and 
Christmas Eve are available for purchase and dedication for 
$10.00. Order forms are available at the Welcome Center and are 
due in the church office by Wednesday, December 17. The plants 
may be taken home after the worship service on Christmas Eve. 



 

Presbyterian Church of Palatine 
December 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

10-11:30 am AA 

7-8 pm AA 

7-8:30 pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

2 

Giving Tuesday 

6- 9 pm Session 

8:30-9:30 pm AA 

3 

7pm-12 am PADS 

4 

12-7 am PADS 

7-8 pm AA 

5 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

6 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group at Billy’s 
Pancake House 

9-11 am Cookie 
Walk 

7 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15 am-12:15 pm  
Fellowship (Lunch and Bible 
Study) 

7:30-9:00 pm ALPHA  
ministry 

 

 

8 

10-11:30 am AA 

7-8 pm AA 

7-8:30 pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

 

9 

8:30-9:30 pm AA 

 

10 

9-11:30 am PW 
Board 

7pm-12 am PADS 

11 

12-7 am PADS 

7-8 pm AA 

12 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

13 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

14 

10–11 am Worship 

11:15 am-12:15 pm  
Fellowship (Lunch and Bible 
Study) 

 

 
 

 

15 

10-11:30 am AA 

7-8 pm AA 

7-8:30 am Boy 
Scouts #182 

 

16 

7– 8:30 pm  
Stewardship 

8:30 - 9:30 pm AA 

17 

9:15-11:15 am 
Grace circle 

7-9 pm Rebecca 
circle 

7pm-12 am PADS 

18 

12-7 am PADS 

7– 8 pm AA 

19 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

 

20 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

 

21 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

7-8 pm Longest Night  
Candlelight Service 

7:30-9:00 pm ALPHA  
ministry 
 

22 

10-11:30 am AA 

7-8 pm AA 

7-8:30 am Boy 
Scouts #182 

 

23 

8:30-9:30 pm AA 

 

24 

Christmas Eve 

7pm-12 am PADS 

5-6 pm Worship/
Communion 
(Intinction) 

25 

Christmas Day 

12-7 am PADS 

7-8  pm AA 

26 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

 

27 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

 

28 

10-11 am Worship service:  
Lessons and Carols 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

 

29 

Office Closed 

10-11:30 am AA  

7-8 pm AA 

7-8:30 pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

 

30 

Office Closed 

8:30- 9:30 pm AA 

31 

New Year’s Eve 

Office Closed 

7pm-12 am PADS 

   

 
 

 

      


