
                               Presbyterian Church of Palatine,  March 2015 

Spirit Sightings 
Coming this month!! 

March 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 at 10 
am - Worship 

March 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 at 
11:15 am - Fellowship, bring an 
item to share  

March 1 at 4:30 pm—Boy 
Scouts #182 Court of Honor 

March 2, 9 & 30 at 7 pm - Boy 
Scouts #182   

March 4, 11, 18 & 25 at 7 pm- 
PADS 

March 5, 12, 19 & 26 at  
9:30 am– Bible Study 

March 6 at 6 pm - Dinner and a 
movie (part 2) 

March 7, 14, 21 & 28 at 8 am - 
Men’s Group 

March 7 at 8 am - LEAD (4th 
Presbyterian) 

March 8 & 22 at 7:30 pm -  
ALPHA ministry 

March 11 at 9 am - PW Board 

March 14 at 5:30 pm - Pot Luck 
Dinner 

March 14 at 7 pm - Hope  
College Symphonette Orchestra 

March 15 &22 at 6:30 pm - Boy 
Scouts #182 

March 17 at 7 pm -  
Stewardship 

March 18 at 9:15 am - Grace 
Circle 

March 18 at 7 pm -  
Rebecca Circle 

March 22 at 12:00 pm -  
Pentecost team planning  
meeting 

March 24 at 7 pm -  
Session 

 

 

We are found by grace, we are fed by grace, so we follow by grace: it’s a beauti-
ful sentiment, it came about after a year of work and prayer and conversation, and it 
is also much more than a pretty statement! This answer to the question of “who are 
we and what are we called to do” is also the framework around which the leadership 
shapes the life of the church. The Session is made up of Ruling Elders—who are so 
called because they are to act as a ruler, measuring our faithfulness and leading us as 
we seek to come into line with who God calls us to be. The Deacons work on this 
same goal, guiding us as we care for each other and help one another along this jour-
ney of faithful life.  
Together, the elders and deacons have spent the past two months praying, discussing, 
and working on articulating some goals for 2015. Now that we have a clearer vision 
of God’s call, how will we live it out in specific ways? The goals we set are designed 
to be specific enough that we know how to work toward them, and we know how to 
measure if we have been successful. 
The session has discerned, with the help of deacons and the Holy Spirit, five goals 
we would like to work toward this year. These cannot be session’s alone—we will 
need the whole Body to work together! These five goals are organized around our 
statement—we are found, we are fed, so we follow. Please note that these goals do 
not replace the activities we do in each area already (such as ongoing mission pro-
jects, education opportunities, or things that are discerned and planned by a season 
team). These are goals we would like to accomplish on a broader level. 
We are Found by Grace: 
~Find and Create ways to share our experiences of God’s grace with each other. 
~Strengthen our community by getting to know one another on a deeper level. 
We are Fed by Grace: 
~Look for new ways of learning, singing/music, and communion that will be mean-
ingful to a variety of different people and learning styles. 
~Ensure plenty of opportunities to socialize, gather, and be fed both physically and 
spiritually. 
So we Follow by Grace: 
~Have an event that appeals to a broad audience outside the congregation, bringing 
people in for a reason, at least once per quarter. (For example, the first will be the 
Hope College Symphonette concert.) 
 
Do you have ideas for how we can accomplish these goals and move further along 
the path of faithfulness as a community? Please speak to an elder or the pastor, 
AND: sign up for a season team! Many of these things will be carried out by those 
teams, and we need every mind, body, and spirit to help as we seek God’s way  
together.  

WHO ARE WE AND WHAT ARE WE CALLED TO DO? 



LENT TEAM  

Lent Season:  Anticipate Grace; Share the Journey 
Throughout the Season of Lent, we learn through Jesus’s journey.  We anticipate the gift of Grace He provided.  We 
learn that we need to Share the Journey as Jesus did with his disciples.  This Season is all about anticipating the 
Grace we receive with no strings attached… it is just a gift.  We look forward this Season in Sharing this Journey 
through Worship, fellowship hour, Christian Education, and Mission Opportunities. 
the Lent team: Jan Anderson, Jess Bedsole, Deanna Brown, Judy Craig, George Craig, Marge Pearson 
 

Lent: Anticipate Grace; Share the Journey Fellowship Hour 
 
Fellowship hour during Lent (February 21 – March 29) Coffee, tea and juice will be provided and we are asking  
people to bring something to Share the Journey during fellowship.  Maybe you like to bake, maybe you are into 
healthy foods, or maybe you are just a junk food junkie.  No matter what you bring, fellowship hour will definitely 
reflect a shared journey.  
 

Lent:  Christian Education Offerings:  
 
Rev. Teri will be offering a Thursday morning bible study.  Starting on February 26th – March 26th from (9:30 – 
11:00 a.m.). Topic: Matthew the rest of the story you won’t hear during Sunday worship so we can better see and  
anticipate how God is working.   Home-baked goods and coffee will be supplied (yum).  Come and share the journey  
anticipating the grace we have been given. 
 
Dinner and a movie.   When: Friday, February 27th and March 6th.  From 6:00 – 8:00 pm.  Child care to be provided.  
Come and spend the evening watching the movie, “The Gospel according to Saint Matthew” (we will watch ½  the 
movie each night).  Enjoy a wonderful meal and lively discussion.  You need do nothing… just show up and enjoy.  
This is a great opportunity to bring a friend! 
 

Lent: Mission Opportunities 
 
Hope College Chamber Orchestra Tour, Directed by Ingrid Lestrud, will be providing a Saturday evening concert on 
March 14th. A potluck dinner will be at 5:30 p.m. followed by the concert at 7 p.m. The following Sunday they  
provide special music during the Worship Service.    We need your help.   The Orchestra has 18 members and we will 
need homes to house them on Saturday evening, provide a little breakfast on Sunday morning plus a lift to church.  
We need to house them in pairs or more, and they can share a room as long as they have a bed or futon to sleep.   
Please contact Rev. Teri if you can house these talented musicians.  This is your opportunity for anticipated grace to 
share the journey with these students. 
 

Have you ever thought what happens with our PADS guests when the season ends?  What types of things could they 
use throughout the spring and summer to help in their lives?   Check out the list of items that can be donated for our 
guests on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  Please place those items in the basket in the Narthex by Sunday, March 
29th.  Anticipate Grace; Share Their Journey. 
 
Are you are looking for a way to share the journey of the Kids Hope program.  Our mentors could use travel size 
games that are educational, without being educational specifically games such as Yahtzee, Boggle, Connect Four, 
Guess Who and Uno.  Please put your offerings in the basket below the bulletin board.  
 



SPOTLIGHT ON PCOP 

It is hard to believe that it is March and we are looking forward 
to the first day of spring on the 23rd.   January and February 
have been very cold and we have used our church building as a 
warming center six times.  The cold weather has impacted our 
Sunday service attendance and, because of snow and cold, we 
did cancel service one Sunday.   Consequently our giving is 
lower than expected for the first two months. 
There are two ways to give when it is too cold to go out of the 
house.  The first, and preferred is to use your bank’s online bill 
payment system. Your bank will send a check to the church per 
your instructions. You can instruct the bank to do this one time 
or monthly. The second is to use the Presbyterian Mission  
Exchange Online Giving Service.  To do this go to our web 
page, www.palatinepres.org and click on DONATE at the top of 
the page.  This takes you to our donation page.  Then click on 
the Make A Difference/Donate button.  You are then redirected 
to our online giving page where you'll have options for where to 
direct your donation: 
the general fund, which we use for  day-to-day ministry;  
mission funds, which are for  var ious special mission projects 
and partnerships; 
memorial funds, in honor  and memory of other s. There will 
be an opportunity to make a note, much as you would in the 
memo line of a check, if you wish to give further direction to the 
finance team on the use of your gift.  
 
Have you reported your volunteer hours on one of the green 
cards?  We are collecting volunteer hours both at our church and 
out in the community.  Why are we doing this?  Because we are 
also stewards of time and talents.  Along with our financial  
results we will report these volunteer hours at the annual  
meeting next year. 
 
Last month we talked about dreams and goals.  We have  
continued to dream and at our February Session meeting we 
drafted a set of goals for 2015.  Look for Pastor Teri’s article in 
this newsletter where she will share with you our goals. 
 
I’d like to close with the passage from Jeremiah 29:11.  Surely I 
know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your 
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 
 
Elder, Bruce Churchill 
 

In order to be more hospitable to guests, if you are able to park 
a bit farther away on Sundays, please do.  We would like to 
leave the closest few spots for guests and those who are less 
mobile.  You may even see “guest parking” signs go up during 
the season of Lent as a reminder to all of us to make space for 
newcomers in our midst.  Thank you! 

PARKING LOT HOSPITALITY 

Hello, I’m Ingrid! I am excited to be joining 
you as your music director.  
I studied at Illinois Wesleyan, Arizona State, 
and in Vienna, Italy, and Alaska. I currently 
sing with the Chicago Symphony Chorus, I 
teach, and I am a freelance classical soprano 
soloist. I come from a long line of  
Presbyterian musicians—my grandmother 
often sang at Riverside Presbyterian, where 
my parents were married, where I was bap-
tized, and where my husband Tom and I were 
married. 
In addition to music I also enjoy hiking, 
kayaking, sailing, pottery, traveling, and  
cardamom rolls.  
Something you wouldn’t know about me:  
during my first opera role as Micaëla in  
Carmen, I sang Acts I & III on stage and 
spent Acts II & IV in the orchestra pit as  
second bassoonist! 
I look forward to getting to know each of you, 
and joining with you in making a joyful noise 
to the Lord. 

Join us on Friday, March 6 from 6-8 pm for 
part two of the movie “The Gospel According 
to Saint Matthew” by Pasolini.  We will pro-
vide a catered dinner from Chipotle, so just 
bring yourself and a friend!  Babysitting will 
be available. 

http://www.palatinepres.org


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FLAT JESUS’ S TRAVELS 

A few volunteers are needed to help with  
collating the bulletin once or twice a month on 
Thursday afternoons.  We start at 3:00 p.m. and 
are usually finished in 40 minutes to an hour.  If 
you’d be interested in helping, please contact the 
church office (prespal@sbcglobal.net/  
847-358-4650).  Thank you for considering! 

L.E.A.D 2015 
Saturday, March 7 

Leadership, Education & Development for the 
Whole Church 

Everyone is invited to attend this day of  
workshops organized by McCormick  
Theological Seminary and Chicago Presbytery’s 
Empower Ministry Mission Priority Leadership 
Team.  Brochures with a complete listing are in 
the narthex. 

On March 13-15 Presbyterian Women will be 
holding their annual retreat at St Mary of the 
Lake in Mundelein. Our theme for this year is 
“Wasting Time with God”. We’ll be finding our 
own individual prayer paths as we step away 
from our busy day to day lives and spend time 
focusing on the “health and well-being” of our 
inner lives. We’ll be using several  
resources.....one of which is chapter 8 of Rev. 
Teri’s book Who’s Got TIME?.  Along the way 
we’ll reconnect with each other, enjoy a dinner 
out on Friday evening, laugh a lot, sometimes 
cry a little and come home refreshed and  
renewed. The cost this year is $175 for a single 
room and $155 for a double.room. Contact Judy 
Lundeen about scholarship money  
available (847-358-4666 / judy@lundeens.org). 
Look for a sign-up poster with registration slips 
in the entryway. WE WOULD LOVE TO 
HAVE YOU JOIN US! 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 

Jesus doesn’t seem to have appropriate footwear to go out in 
a blizzard, so he’s glad everyone stayed safe during the snow 
day that happened on a Sunday morning! For those who 
missed the sermon and service posted on the website, here’s a 
little taste: 
To be righteous is to be in right relationship with God. So Je-
sus says that we must have a relationship with God that ex-
ceeds that of the Pharisees, if we are to experience God’s 
kingdom. 
The way Matthew tells it, the Pharisees have a relationship 
with the law, not with God. They have a relationship with the 
institution of which they are a part, not with God. They have a 
relationship with their standing in the community and the 
ways they can maintain it, not a relationship with God. 
… What if the beatitudes are a description of a life lived in 
close friendship with God? Just as later Paul will write that 
the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
gentleness, faithfulness, generosity, and self-control…nine 
fruits, incidentally…maybe the beatitudes are another way of 
describing the fruit of a with-God life? 
Or perhaps the beatitudes are the salt of a with-God life. What 
happens if we read Jesus’ saying that we salt of the earth and 
light of the world through a relationship lens, rather than a 
rules lens?  
… To be light is to allow others to see the glory of God—not 
the glory of ourselves. To be salt is to allow others to taste 
Christ’s goodness, not our own usefulness or worthiness. 
And more importantly, salt does something to people. Salt 
makes us thirsty. After a salty snack, we reach for the water. 

Did you catch that?  Y ou are the salt of the earth. 
We are the salt of the earth, the thing in this world that makes 
people thirst for living water. 

SUMMER SUPPERS 
We have been given the opportunity to offer 
summer suppers again this year, on the 4th 
Monday and the 5th Wednesday of each month.  
In order to do this, we need a team of dedicated 
volunteers.  If you are interested, please contact 
Kelly Gordon (847-496-5114 
or  kgcanuck62@gmail.com)  by March 10. 

tel:%28847-358-4666
mailto:judy@lundeens.org
mailto:kgcanuck62@gmail.com


OVERHEARD 

We give thanks: 
For the gift of Jesus Christ 

For peacemakers 
For God’s faithfulness and blessings 

For our PADS Leadership Team and staffing our church as a 
warming center on sub-zero days 

For Rev. Julia Seymour and Rev. Dianne Shields for leading us in 
worship 

We pray for: 
Rev. Amy Snedeker, battling cancer 

The Haggett family as they rebuild their home  
Wisdom for world leaders 

Peace 
Victims of violence throughout the world 

The school girls kidnapped in Nigeria and for their families 
All who are homeless 

Ron Roemer, Jeff Kern, Jim Ekeberg,  
Jack Bovenmyer, Judy Bovenmyer, Van Brokaw,  

Lucille Van Dyke, and Fred Barr for continued healing 
Peace in our hearts, our families, our communities, our nation 

and our world 

“Epiphanies are powerful calls and 
claims in our lives”, Rev. Dianne 
Shields, during her sermon on February 
15. 

 

In the pews, you might see green 
cards that invite you to consider how 
you have offered a gift of service 
this week or month. Whether you 
volunteered for something here at 
church or elsewhere, please fill out 
that card and place it in the offering 
plate as a way to mark that our time 
is  a gift from God, which we return 
to God in gratitude. We are invited 
to offer our whole selves, out of 
God’s abundant blessing, and  
marking our offering of service is 
one way we do that. 

For February, an offering of  83.5 
volunteer hours have been reported.  
Can we beat 100 hours in March? 

2015 CHURCH OFFICERS  

Clerk of Session:  Kelly Gordon 
ELDERS: 
  Class of 2015  Class of 2016        Class of 2017     
  Kelly Gordon  Kathy Ekeberg       Allan Garraway 
  Bruce Churchill Nate Photikarmbumrung  Bill Bedsole 
  Tom Kenter  Susan Mitz             
  
DEACONS: 

  Class of 2015  Class of 2016  Class of 2017 
  Larry Knight  Mary Baines  Lyn Nawrot 
  Judy Craig  Janet Bedsole  Nancy Briggs   
  Jennifer Garraway Bill Heine  CJ Narrajos 



 

Presbyterian Church of Palatine 
March 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am 
Fellowship, bring an item to 
share 

4:30-9 pm Boy Scouts Troop 
182 Court of Honor 

2 

10-11:30 am AA 

7-8 pm AA 

7-8:30 pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

3 

8:30-9:30 pm AA 

4 

7pm-12 am PADS 

5 

12-7 am PADS 

9:30-11 am Bible 
Study with Rev 
Teri 

7-8 pm AA 

6 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

6-8 pm Dinner & a 
Movie, part 2 

7 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group at Billy’s 
Pancake House 

8 am-3 pm LEAD 
(4th Presbyterian) 

 

8 

10-11 am Worship/
Communion 

11:15-11:45 am  
Fellowship, bring an item to 
share 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA ministry 

 

 

9 

10-11:30 am AA 

7-8 pm AA 

7-8:30 pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

 

10 

7-9 pm Deacons 

8:30-9:30 pm AA 

 

11 

9-11 am PW Board 

7pm-12 am PADS 

12 

12-7 am PADS 

9:30-11 am Bible 
Study with Rev 
Teri 

7-8 pm AA 

13 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

14 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

5:30 pm Pot Luck 
Dinner 

7:00 pm Hope 
College  
Symphonette  
Orchestra 

15 

10–11 am Worship/
Communion 

11:15-11:45 am  
Fellowship, bring an item to 
share 

6:30-8 pm Boy Scouts #182 

 

 

16 

10-11:30 am AA 

7-8 pm AA 

 

17 

7-9:30 pm  
Stewardship 

8:30 - 9:30 pm AA 

18 

9:15-11:15 am Grace 
circle 

7-9 pm Rebecca circle 

7pm-12 am PADS 

19 

12-7 am PADS 

9:30-11 am Bible 
Study with Rev 
Teri 

7– 8 pm AA 

20 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

 

21 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

 

22 

10-11 am Worship/
Communion 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship, 
bring an item to share 

6:30-8 pm Boy Scouts #182 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA ministry 

23 

10-11:30 am AA  

7-8 pm AA 

 

24 

7-9:30 pm Session 

8:30- 9:30 pm AA 

25 

7pm-12 am PADS 

26 

12-7 am PADS 

9:30-11 am Bible 
Study with Rev 
Teri 

7-8  pm AA 

27 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

 

28 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

29 

Palm Sunday 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship, 
bring an item to share 

30 

10-11:30 am AA  

7-8 pm AA 

7-8:30 pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

31 

8:30- 9:30 pm AA 

    


