
                               Presbyterian Church of Palatine,  October 2014 

Spirit Sightings 

Coming this month!! 

October 1, 8, 15 22 and 

29 at 7 pm- PADS 

October 4, 11, 18 & 25 at 

8 am - Men’s Group 

October 5 at 5 pm-Feast 

on Faith :  

International Food  

Tasting 

October 6, 13, 20 & 27 at 

7 pm - Boy Scouts #182  

October 10 at 9:00  am - 

PW Board 

October 12 & 16 at 7:30 

pm - ALPHA ministry 

October 14 at 7 pm -  

Deacons 

October 15 at 9:15 am - 

Grace circle 

October 15 at 7 pm -  

Rebecca Circle 

October 20 & 27 at 7 pm 

- Study of the Goldfinch  

October 24 at 2 pm -  

Apple pie making  

followed by pick up 

October 25 at 10 am -

Apple pie making /pick 

up 

October 26 at 11:30 am - 

Advent/Christmas Tea 

Planning meeting 

October 28 at 7 pm -  

Session 

 

On Sunday, September 7, we kicked off a new chapter in the life story of PCOP. This 
chapter is marked by a new statement of our identity and purpose—who we are, and 
what we are called to do. We are excited to live into this new vision of God’s purpose 
for us! 

We are found by grace 

again and again, 

for the Spirit is always calling, 

breathing life, creating community, 

bringing together all kinds of people. 

 

We are fed by grace 

at Christ’s table, 

where no reservations are necessary. 

There is room at the table for all 

to know abundant bread of life and word of hope, 

a place to hear and be heard, 

to be fed and to feed, 

as we pray, sing, learn, and serve 

together. 

 

So we follow by grace 

seeking to be living examples 

of Christ’s welcome, 

offering food and shelter, 

nurture and comfort, 

challenge and opportunity, 

serving God by serving our neighbors 

until all sit together at table in God’s kingdom. 

 

Thank you to the session, deacons and all who participated throughout the visioning 
process.  This is a well thought out description of who we are and why the  
Presbyterian Church of Palatine is a wonderful place for friends to gather, worship 
and serve the Lord!  

WHO ARE WE, AND WHAT ARE WE CALLED TO DO? 



SPOTLIGHT ON PCOP 

 

  

Applemania is 
back! 

i 

Unbaked 9 inch apple pies, ready for your oven or freezer, will be avail-
able for purchase.  These pies are homemade and use Kelly Gordon’s  
home recipe.  We know you will love the flavor and appreciate the time 
that goes into making these delicious treats.  Each pie costs only $10 
and must be pre-ordered by October 12. They are perfect for your  
Thanksgiving dinner, special treat or gift to that thoughtful neighbor. 
Pies will be available for pick up at the church on Friday evening,  
October 24 and Saturday, October 25.  Contact Kelly Gordon  
(847-749-0231/ nodrogkb@yahoo.ca) or Judy Lundeen (847-358-4666 /
judy@lundeens.org) for more information or to help with the prepara-
tion of the pies.  All proceeds will be shared between PCOP and the 
American Cancer Society.  What a great way to help two organizations 
with one easy purchase.   

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

These are exciting times for PCOP.  The Harvest 1 team is hard at work 
enriching our lives with the theme “leaving home to come home.”   
Harvest 2 team is in the planning stage.  Your continued financial  
support helps us to do great and exciting things.   
 
How are we doing financially at the end of August?  
Better than we had expected!  In August we were able 
to pay all the bills and put some money into savings!  
August expenses were less than income by $5,052 and 
we were able to put $2,791 into savings.  If income and 
expenses go as budgeted, we expect to have a cash 
shortage of about $20,000 by year end. 
 
The encouraging trends continue.  Through your generosity, at the end 
of August, pledges are ahead of budget by $15,405.  Of the 65 pledges, 
21 are ahead of their commitment, 25 are meeting their commitment 
and 19 are behind their commitment.  The second fund drive resulted in 
additional commitments of $11,195.  Through the end of August we 
have received $8,950 or 80% of the additional commitment.  Thanks to 
everyone for their financial support of PCOP.  Please continue to dig 
deep and help us break even at year end. 
 
We are partnering with the Presbyterian Foundation Mission Exchange 
for on-line giving.  Our account has been established and we have just 
received our Welcome and Start-up kit.  We have much work to do  
before we roll out this program.  Our goal is to have this on-line  
program up and running before Commitment Sunday. 
 
Thank you for your continued support with time, talent and bounty. 
 
Go in peace.  Share God’s love through stewardship.  Thanks be to 
God! 

I’m Kelly Gordon.  I was born and 
raised in Cochrane, Ontario Canada and 
I am the youngest of 13 children. I 
moved to Palatine in June 2008 after 
marrying Larry Knight at my home 
church in Cochrane and joined PCOP in 
November of that year.  I am currently 
an elder and Presbyterian Women board 
member.  As well I serve as chair of 
Grace circle and a site director for our 
PADS homeless shelter.  I recently  
accepted the position of director of Kids 
Hope USA.  I was asked to answer the  
question “What is the most exciting  
project you have been part of at PCOP?”  
I’ve had the joy of participating in many 
exciting projects at PCOP.   However,  
if I have to pick one, it would be Kids 
Hope.  After the 2-day director’s  
training, we were told not to expect too 
much from our congregations.  Let me 
tell you - not only I but my program  
coordinator and the IL-IN Regional  
Director—are blown away by the  
amazing support this church has shown 
for this program. The principal, support 
staff and teachers from Winston are  
excited and grateful that there will be 9 
children who will benefit this year from 
Kids Hope.  

PEACEMAKING 

October 5 is our annual peacemaking 
offering.  This offering supports the 
peacemaking of the church at every 
governing level and provides  
opportunity to witness to God’s gift of 
peace in the world.  We keep 25% of the 
offering.  The Peacemaking offering 
will be accepted anytime during the 
month of October. 



 
SEASONAL STRUCTURE EXPLAINED 

Save the Date! 

This year for the Feast of Christ the King—
the last Sunday in the liturgical year—we 
will be doing something Unexpected! We 
are moving Sunday morning onto Saturday 
evening for this one week—so instead of 
worship at 10am on Sunday November 23, 
we will have a potluck and communion  
service on Saturday November 22, from  
5-7pm. Then we will be able to practice 
keeping Sabbath on Sunday—with the  
unexpected gift of a free day, what might 
Christ our King do in that time of listening 
and rest?  

The Unexpected Bounty Potluck is also a 
great time to make your favorite recipe that 
you’d like included in the PCOP cookbook. 
We will have a photographer on hand to 
take pictures of dishes.  All you need to do 
is bring the dish and recipe! 

The Harvest 2 team looks forward to  
sharing in God’s unexpected bounty—of 
food, fellowship, and time—with you on 
Saturday November 22. 

Who does what now? 

The new Seasonal Structure is off to a wonderful start! The Harvest 
1 team has been working hard helping us Leave Home to Come 
Home. The Harvest 2 team is watching for God’s activity in  
Unexpected places. Already there’s energy and inspiration flowing 
through these teams, and we can’t wait to see what future teams 
hear from the Spirit! 

With the change from standing Ministry Teams to Season Teams, a 
few things have shifted. For one, the deacons are now spending 
their time primarily caring for their parishes. For another, Anita is 
able to focus on administration and hospitality, because many of the 
week-to-week recruitment tasks are now the Season Team’s  
responsibility. 

Each Season Team is responsible for getting ushers, liturgists,  
fellowship hosts, nursery volunteers, welcome center attendants, 
and any teachers they might need. So don’t be surprised if someone 
other than Anita asks if you’d be willing to read, or make coffee, or 
help receive the offering. The teams are working hard to ensure that 
we don’t get burned out by always being asked to do the same 
things week after week—sometimes we just need to worship, after 
all! 

You will have the opportunity to sign up for a 2015 team on  
November 9, when we commit to be good stewards of our  
resources of both money and time. Each team studies Scr ipture 
together, discerns what the Spirit is saying to the church in this time, 
and then plans around that theme—including asking for help with 
worship, fellowship, education, and mission. As we live into this 
new structure, there may be bumps along the road, but we believe 
that God is moving in this place, and we’re excited to follow!   

News from Harvest 2: Unexpected 

God is always acting in surprising ways and speaking through  
unexpected people! The Harvest 2 team has been reading stories of 
David, Solomon, Elisha, Micah, Isaiah, and Jeremiah, and now is on 
the lookout for what Unexpected thing God might be doing next.  
So keep your eyes and ears and hearts open, because you never 
know what God might be up to—it might be a new thing! 

During the Harvest 2 season (October 19-November 23), look  
forward to the following:  God speak-
ing through a novel rather than a tradi-
tional adult-ed class, through voices of 
people we don’t hear from often, 
through the Unexpected Bounty of a 
Harvest potluck on November 22. 

The Harvest 2 team is Bill Bedsole, 
George and Judy Craig, Janet Bedsole, 
Pam Anderson, and Sheila Ford. 

We look forward to seeing how the Harvest 2 team will share their 
unique talents to help us grow closer to God! 

 

 

Harvest 2:  An Unexpected  

Mission Activity 

2014 Barrington CROP Hunger Walk 

Sunday, October 19 at 1:00 pm (registration 

at 12:30 pm) 

This annual community hunger education 

and fund raising event is sponsored by 

Church World Service, an international  

ecumenical relief, development and refugee 

resettlement agency that provides assistance 

in the U.S. and worldwide.  All of the funds 

raised go to the World Church Service with 

25% allocated to local agencies that provide 

food to the needy.  While the PCOP youth 

group has participated for many years, this 

year the whole church is encouraged to join 

the fun.  For more information, contact Bill 

Bedsole at 847-989-5560 or 

billie67@hotmail.com.  



OVERHEARD 

We give thanks: 

For those who tend our church garden 

For God’s faithfulness and blessings 

For peacemakers 

For new jobs … Caroline & Nate 

For Young-jee’s return 

For Ingrid’s 8 years of faithful service and leadership 

For the safe return of Dianne and Jerry Shields and Rose Taul from 
Ghana 

Are you a night owl or early riser?  Do you like to make a  
difference in people’s lives?  We need your  help for  the second 
(10:45 pm to 3 am) and third shifts (2:45 am to 7 am). You will 
need to complete one mandatory training session at Journeys.  
Please consider volunteering for at least one shift during the PADS 
season, October through April.  We are also currently seeking a 
Volunteer Coordinator and a Supply Coordinator to join our 
team.  Neither position is complicated or requires a large time 
commitment.  If you are interested in helping with PADS, please  
contact the church office (847-358-4650) for more information.  

In response to a request at our volunteer meeting last month, you 
now have the opportunity to monetarily help fund the PADS shelter 
at PCOP.  There are envelopes on the bulletin board in the narthex 
that indicate the items needed.  The PADS team will shop for the 
items.  Simply put a monetary donation in the  envelope and drop it 
in the weekly collection plate.   

PADS SHELTER  

We pray for: 

The Haggett family as they rebuild their home after a fire 

Wisdom for world leaders 

Peace 

Victims of violence 

The school girls kidnapped in Nigeria and for their families 

All who are homeless 

Jim Ekeberg, Lucille Van Dyke, Jeff Kern, Lu Noesges, Jack  
Bovenmyer, Van Brokaw, Judy Bovenmyer and Fred Barr for  
continued healing 

Peace in our hearts, our families, our communities, our nation and 
our world 

The Palatine Sparrow’s Nest store, still 
looking good following the installation 
of new shelving and rearranging of the 
store by PCOPers on Worship through 
Service Day, needs our help again! 

On Monday, October 13, they will close 
for business in order to transform the 
store into a Winter Wonderland between 
the hours of 9:00am and 3:00pm (lunch 
provided – last year it was pretty  
amazing!) 

What a fun way to spend part of your day 
while helping one of our neighbors. The 
Sparrow’s Nest stores provide the bulk 
of funding for Home of the Sparrow with 
100% of their net proceeds going to  
support the shelters. 

 Help is also needed from 11:30am – 
1:30pm on Sunday, October 12, to put up 
Christmas lights and trees. 

 Oh! And, don’t forget – Dairy Queen is 
just a few doors away – a blizzard seems 
appropriate while winter wonderlanding! 

 Please let the office know if you will be 
able to help – even an hour of your time 
would be much appreciated. 

“ We are called to be God’s people who 
are sent...We are blessed to bless  
others” Part of Rev. Jana’s sermon on  
September 14. 

FLAT JESUS’ TRAVELS 



 

Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

October 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

7pm-12am PADS 

2 

12-7 am PADS 

7-8 pm AA 

3 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

4 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group (Billy’s  
Pancake House) 

5 

9-9:45 am Confirmation 
Class 

10-11 am Worship (Kick-off 
Sunday, with communion) 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

5-7pm Feast on Faith 
Tailgating Party and 
Bible Study   

6 

10 - 11:30 am AA 

7 - 8 pm AA 

7 - 8:30 pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

7 

8:30 - 9:30 pm AA 

 

8 

7pm-12am PADS 

9 

12-7 am PADS 

7-8 pm AA 

10 

Office closed 

9-11:30 am PW Board 

10-11 am AA 

11 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

12 

10– 11 am Worship, Kids 
Hope Volunteers  
Commissioning 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

7:30-9:30 m ALPHA  
ministry 

 

13 

10 - 11:30 am AA 

10am - 3 pm  
Sparrow’s Nest  
Winter Wonderland 
Transformation 

7 - 8 pm AA 

7-8:30 am Boy 
Scouts #182 

14 

7-8:30 pm  
Stewardship 

7- 9 pm Deacons 

8:30 - 9:30 pm AA 

15 

9:15-11:15 am 
Grace circle 

7-9 pm Rebecca 
Circle 

7pm-12am PADS 

16 

12-7 am PADS 

7– 8 pm AA 

17 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

 

18 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

 

19 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

 

 

20 

10 - 11:30 am AA 

7 pm Study of the 
Goldfinch (Panera) 

7 - 8 pm AA 

7-8:30 am Boy 
Scouts #182 

21 

8:30 - 9:30 pm AA 

 

22 

7pm-12am PADS 

23 

12-7 am PADS 

7-8  pm AA 

24 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

2-7 pm Apple pie  
making 

4-7 pm Apple pie  
pick-up 

25 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

10 am-3 pm  
Apple pie 
making/pick up 

 

26 

10-11 Worship 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30 am-4 pm Advent/
Christmas Tea Planning 
Meeting 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA ministry 

27 

10 - 11:30 am AA  

7 pm Study of the 
Goldfinch (Panera) 

7 - 8 pm AA 

7 - 8:30 pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

28 

7-9:30 pm Session 

8:30- 9:30 pm AA 

29 

7pm-12am PADS 

30 

12-7 am PADS 

7-8 pm AA 

31 

Office closed 

10-11 am AA 

 


