
                               Presbyterian Church of Palatine September 2015 

Spirit Sightings 
 
 
 
 
 
September 3at 6:30 pm - TOP  
September 5, 12, 19 & 26 at  
8 am - Men’s Group 
September 6 at 9 am -Service 
Sunday followed by lunch at 
noon 
September 6 & 20 at 7:30 pm 
- ALPHA Ministry 
September 7 at 7 pm - Fit for 
the Kingdom Walking Group 
September 12 at 9:30 am Fred 
Barr Visitation 
September 12 at 11 am - Fred 
Barr Memorial & Reception 
September 13, 20 & 27 at  
8:30 am - Breakfast Club 
September  13,  20 & 27 at  
10 am - Worship 
September  13, 20 & 27 at 
11:15 am - Fellowship 
September 13, 20 & 27 at 
11:30 am - Choir Rehearsal 
September 14, 21 & 28 at 6:30 
pm - Boy Scouts #182 
September 15 at 7 pm -  
Stewardship 
September 16 at 9 am - Grace 
Circle 
September 16 at 7 pm -  
Rebecca Circle 
September 22 at 7 pm -  
Session 
September 25 at 5 pm - Fall 
Rummage Sale 
September 26 at 9 am -  Fall 
Rummage Sale 
September 30 at 6:30 pm - 
Summer Supper 

Harvest 1 
Names to Faces 

September 8 -  October 17  
The scripture readings during the season of Harvest 1 for 2015 all seem to involve 
naming in some way, beginning in Genesis with “So out of the ground the Lord God 
formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the 
man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every living  
creature, that was its name” and ending with the ten commandments reading in  
Deuteronomy telling us what it means to be a people called by God’s name. As we 
explore these scriptures we hope to come to a better understanding of our current  
relationship with God – how it does not rely only on the faith of our ancestors, but on 
new and renewed covenants. 
During Harvest 1 we will be kicking off the 2015-2016 season for PADS and Kids 
Hope USA. Both of these ministries present opportunities to put names to faces in a 
very real way. PADS volunteers can tell you how the homeless population has 
changed in their eyes as they have gotten to know our guests by name. When praying 
for “all who are homeless”, prayers are lifted for Charlie and Brian and Beth and 
Rory and Hope, and their faces come to mind.  Eighteen members of our  
congregation learned the names of nine elementary students at Winston Campus last 
year as they mentored and prayed for them through the Kids Hope program. They 
have become “our kids” and seeing their faces is usually the highlight of the mentors’ 
week. PADS and Kids Hope volunteers will be commissioned during worship on the 
last two Sundays in September. 
Our Harvest 1 season coincides with the PC(USA) Season of Peace (September 6 – 
October 8) and we will be receiving the Peace and Global Witness offering on  
October 4, World Communion Sunday. This offering supports a range of ministries 
devoted to peacemaking and reconciliation through education programs to raise  
awareness of the many forms of conflict – bullying; spousal, child and elder abuse; 
human trafficking & forced labor; structural racism and political violence. 25% of the 
offering is retained by PCOP and will be donated to Home of the Sparrow (HOS), a 
homeless shelter providing hope, opportunity and support that empowers women and 
children as they journey from homelessness to self-sufficiency. 70% of the women 
served by HOS have domestic violence in their past.  October is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month and we will take time during worship on October 11 to learn more 
about the impact this pattern of behavior has on partners and families. 
 
We hope you will join our Breakfast Club on Sunday mornings from 8:30-9:30am. 
We’ll have lots of fresh-brewed coffee and tasty breakfast casseroles, fruit and pas-
tries to enjoy while we discuss Part 1: Alive in the Story of Creation of We Make the 
Road by Walking. This is the same book used by Pentecost 1 for adult study, so many 
of you may already own a copy. Those of you who would like to purchase one for 
this series of discussions may do so – copies are available below the bulletin board in 
the narthex.  
October 9 we invite you to attend a catered dinner prior to the “Close to You”  
concert. Great food, great company and great music should make for a great evening! 
 
Harvest 1 Team: Allan & Jennifer Garraway, Lyn Nawrot, Katrina Keiffer, Janet 
Bedsole, Anita Kern  



PENTECOST 2 

      We Follow By Grace 
 
 
                  

July 19 through September 12 
Pentecost 2 team: Deanna Brown, Kelly Gordon, Barbara Churchill & Bruce Churchill  
On August 16th we celebrated worship outside on a beautiful, sunny day.  Our music was provided by a wonderful 
Bluegrass group and immediately following the service,  we enjoyed a picnic.  Kids of all ages enjoyed the bouncy 
house and it was a very enjoyable day.  Thanks to all who came, endured the heat and shared this special morning.  
Christian Education 
We have continued to meet for TOP (Thursdays on the Patio) at Emmett's each week, where many people have  
enjoyed the (mostly) good weather, conversation and fellowship throughout the summer. 
 
We had a successful Vacation Bible School from August 3-6 with a small but lively group of children.  Many thanks 
to Robin Dillon and Pastor Teri for leading this,  as well as all of the wonderful volunteers.  
Mission Opportunities 
In early August,  we took the school supplies that were donated through Project Apple Tree to the Palatine Township 
office.  Your generous donations included 16 backpacks,  33 notebooks,  35 folders,  25 boxes of crayons and many, 
many more needed items.  This program,  in it’s 27th year, helped over 1000 children in Palatine last year. 
As we look forward to the last Sunday of the Pentecost 2 season,  we are happy to help 4 more groups here in  
Palatine.  On Sunday, September 6, we will meet in the Cosby Room at 9 a.m. for a brief service before dividing into 
groups to garden at Winston Campus, clean and organize the Palatine Food Pantry and the Sparrow’s Nest thrift 
store, and assemble snack bags for the Night Ministry.  There are projects for all ages and abilities and we hope to 
see everyone that day!  These organizations that we are helping that day are very excited and grateful for our help 
again this year.  We will all return to church for lunch at noon and a chance to share our experiences with one  
another. 
Fellowship 
As we have each week,  we enjoy fellowship in the Cosby Room right after our worship service and we have enjoyed 
lots of tasty snacks that you have provided! 
 
The walking group has continued every Monday night from 7-8PM,  as we talk and pray while getting a little  
exercise.  

  Share the love! Do you have friends or family who may be interested in our church and its 
mission? Share this link with them through email or Facebook: www.palatinepres.org/donate. 
Sharing is caring!  

PADS 
Our PADS Leadership Team would welcome you as a volunteer!  October 7 we will open our doors to the homeless 
in our community, providing shelter, meals and fellowship every Wednesday evening through April 30.  All  
volunteers must attend one mandatory training session at Journeys, 1140 E. Northwest Hwy, in Palatine.  The two 
hour orientations focus on the agency’s organizational structure, how to interact with the homeless, and general  
volunteer opportunities at the PADS sites, HOPE Center, and Development Department administrative offices.  Now 
is the time to schedule a training session so you’ll be ready to serve when we open our doors in October.  A full list 
of training sessions is available at www.journeystheroadhome.org or in the church office.  Registration is not  
required.  If you have questions or need more information about PADS, please contact Deanna Brown (847-858-
1776/ deannabrown60@yahoo.com) or Elaine Schmucker (847-776-5816). 

http://www.palatinepres.org/donate


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Linda Baumgart 
  
I was born in Kansas City, Missouri, but spent most of my years growing up in Deerfield, Illinois. I went to Carroll 
College (now Carroll University) in Waukesha, Wisconsin, where I met my husband John. We were married in 1988 
and have two daughters, Stephanie and Alexandra. Stephanie is pursuing her PhD in the biological sciences 
(emphasis on paleontology, i.e. dinosaurs) at the University of Chicago, and Alexandra is beginning her college  
career studying mechanical engineering at the University of Illinois Champaign-Urbana. Now our nest feels very 
empty, but we are slowly adjusting. I am looking forward to having more time to pursue my creative interests in 
drawing and painting. John is looking forward to me cleaning our house. 
I joined the church in 1991 and have been involved in many aspects of church leadership and church life. I served as 
a deacon. I have been part of the women’s circles during the years. I’ve participated in adult education. I worked with 
the library team. I’ve served for many years on the stewardship ministry team. I have been on staff as the financial 
secretary for over eighteen years (what?!!).  In that capacity, I keep track of members’ (and non-members’) giving, 
write letters, do reports, send out quarterly financial statements and do whatever else comes up. 
I believe the “activity” that I am most passionate about is Alpha Ministry. This is a small-group prayer ministry that 
has been around since 1999. Praying for the needs of this congregation has been a privilege for all of us in Alpha, and 
it is awesome to witness God’s hand in the lives of the people we pray for. 
John and I have raised our girls in this church, and we are grateful to call it home. 

SPOTLIGHT ON PCOP 

Garden Ministry  
The month of August kept us busy with harvesting tomatoes, broccoli, beets, beans, cucumbers, banana peppers, 
summer squash, zucchini, garlic, and red/white/yellow onions. The garden is still producing some of these veggies, 
but still yet to come are bell peppers, brussel sprouts, and hopefully, watermelons and pumpkins.  Where there are 
bare areas, seeds have been planted for fall crops, such as spinach, beans, and lettuce.  
The Palatine Food Pantry has been receiving visits from our group twice a week since the middle of June and their 
clients are very appreciative of the fresh produce. 
If you are interested in joining the garden ministry, please let us know.  We would love to have you join us! 
Mark Hamlen, Mary Baines, Pam Anderson, Jim Ekeberg, Lyn & Jim Nawrot, and the Taylor Family. 



July was a wonderful month.  The average daytime temperature was 
82 degrees and the average nighttime temperature was 63 degrees. 
There were eleven rainy days resulting in 2.95 inches of rain.  This 
was great weather for outdoor activities. The grass, flowers, trees and 
gardens also benefited from the cool and moderately wet weather.  
Our Sunday attendance was reflective of the good weather with about 
57 attending each Sunday. Our normal winter attendance is 70. 
Historically, in July we receive 8% of our annual pledge and loose 
offering. July lived up to this expectation as we received $14,315.73 
in pledge and loose offerings which is 8% of the annual budgeted 
amount.  This great news is further reinforced by the fact that 73% of 
pledges are at or above commitment.  We pray that the 27% of  
pledges that are behind commitment will be able to catch up by year 
end.  If you know that you will not be able to fulfill your financial 
pledge this year please talk to Linda Baumgart, our Financial  
Secretary. Accurate information about pledging helps us make better 
spending decisions.  
In July expenses exceeded income by $9412.22. This is not doom and 
gloom!  Year to date income has exceeded expenses by $8,933.09.  
Your generosity has made this happen! The toughest part of the fiscal 
year is ahead of us and the session has some tough spending  
decisions to make. For instance, some building maintenance, such as 
tuck pointing, has been deferred for the past three years because we 
did not want to take funds from our cash reserves. There are several 
areas of the church roof that have missing shingles.  Due to the  
steepness of this roof this is an expensive repair.  Also, we did not 
budget to clean the carpets in the C.E. wing and those carpets really 
need to be cleaned if for no other reason than to preserve the carpets.  
Stewardship is all about our use of time, talent and treasures.  We  
focus on the stewardship of treasures because we have staff to pay 
and a building to maintain.  On Service Sunday, September 6th, we 
have an opportunity to use our time and talent to help four  
community organizations.  These organizations are The Sparrow’s 
Nest, Palatine Food Pantry, Winston Campus and The Night  
Ministry.  
Let’s end this with a prayer from the Upper Room courtesy of Fred 
Borchelt. “Thank you, God, for your grace and mercy. Help us to be 
faithful stewards of the gifts that you have entrusted to us. Amen” 

FLAT JESUS 

Want to go green? Forget about paper 
checks, check stubs, donation receipts and 
handwritten notes. Using 
www.palatinepres.org/donate to  
support our mission is the paperless way to 
go green!  

$25 Photos gift cards for 
sale! 
Each card costs twenty-five 
dollars and PCOP will retain 
ten dollars from each sale.  Yes 
that’s correct - you pay $25, the 
card’s value is $25 and Photos 
kicks back $10 to PCOP.  It’s a 

win-win deal!  The cards are good for all 
products at  
Photos restaurants, have no expiration date, 
and no monthly fees attached.  Cards are 
available at the Welcome Center, in the 
church office, or see Bruce or Barbara 
Churchill. 

TOP: Theology Thursdays on the Patio! 
Thursdays through September 3 from 6:30 - 8:00 pm 
Come to the patio at Emmett’s (110 N. Brockway,  
Palatine) Thursday evenings for a time of fellow-
ship and learning.  Each week will be a different 
topic which we will explore through a biblical 
and theological lens.  No homework  
necessary, just come on over and find us on the 
patio, where some will be eating, some will be  
drinking and most will be talking! 

October  9th, 7:30 pm 

Close to You: The Music of 
the Carpenters is coming to 
PCOP!  This popular tribute 
band plays all your Carpenters favorites and 
usually sells out wherever they go.  Get your 
tickets today either at the church office or on 
the website (www.palatinepres.org).  Watch 
this space for information about a dinner that 
night too! 

Last 

Day !! 

http://www.palatinepres.org/donate


OVERHEARD 

for peacemakers 
for God’s grace 

for those who tend our church garden  

We Pray for… 
Rev. Kathy Collier, undergoing treatment for cancer 

the ministry of Dianne & Jerry Shields and Rose Taul, serving in 
Ghana 

those affected by severe weather 
the school girls kidnapped in Nigeria, and for their families 

Christians in the Middle East 
an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the world 

all who are homeless 
Gayton Tis, Ron Roemer,  Jim Ekeberg, Jack Bovenmyer, Judy 

Bovenmyer and Kathy Bradley for continued healing 
peace in our hearts, our families, our communities, our nation and 

our world 
We Pray to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

During the Children’s  
Moment on August 23rd, we 
discussed God’s gifts.   
Responses included pets, 
family, clothes, Earth,  
candy, friends, church, food 
and flowers to name a few. 

 

In the pews, you might see green 
cards that invite you to consider how 
you have offered a gift of service 
this week or month. Whether you 
volunteered for something here at 
church or elsewhere, please fill out 
that card and place it in the offering 
plate as a way to mark that our time 
is  a gift from God, which we return 
to God in gratitude. We are invited 
to offer our whole selves, out of 
God’s abundant blessing, and  
marking our offering of service is 
one way we do that. 

For August , an offering of  66.5 
volunteer hours have been reported! 

Forget the checkbook? You can support 
our mission online anytime using your 
credit or debit card! Just visit 
www.palatinepres.org/
donate and you will nev-
er have to write another 
check for the offering 
plate.  

Did you know… 
  
…that every Thursday a small but dedicated and faithful group of 
volunteers pick up bakery goods destined to be thrown away at 
Deerfield Bakery in Buffalo Grove. The goods are transported 
here to PCOP where they are divided and bagged for distribution 
to local organizations which offer support to families in 
need.  Our congregation benefits also from this ministry as we 
enjoy Deerfield Bakery coffeecakes, Danish, doughnuts and such 
during our Sunday fellowship hour. 
  
If you would be able to give of your time on a Thursday around 
5:30 pm to help box up goods at the bakery, transport them to 
church & prepare them for distribution, or are available on 
a Friday morning to help deliver them, please contact Larry 
Knight (847-848-3481 /knightlarry@comcast.net ). You need not 
commit to every Thursday and/or Friday– even helping once a 
month would be wonderful. 

Fall has come and choir begins!  Please 
join us in the Choir Room Thursday,  
September 10 at 5:30 p.m. for a brief  
rehearsal followed by a kick-off  
dinner.  Come share your musical 
gifts! Questions: Email Ingrid at   
music@palatinepres.com  

http://www.palatinepres.org/donate
http://www.palatinepres.org/donate
tel:%28847-848-3481
mailto:knightlarry@comcast.net
mailto:music@palatinepres.com


 

Presbyterian Church of Palatine 
  
 

 September 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       
  

 

1 2 

7-8:30 pm PADS 
Volunteer  
Meeting 

3 

6:30-8 pm TOP, 
Emmett’s 

4 

Office closed 

5 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group, Billy’s 
Pancake House 

 

6 

9 am - Worship through  
Service followed by lunch at  
noon 

6:30-8 pm Boy Scouts #182 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA Ministry 

 

7 

Labor Day 

Office closed 

7-8 pm Fit for the 
Kingdom (Walking 
Group) 

8 

 

 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

Office closed 

 

12 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

9:30-11 am Fred 
Barr Visitation 

11 am-2 pm Fred 
Barr Memorial & 
Reception 

13 

8:30-9:30 am Breakfast Club 

10-11 am Worship (Choir  
Resumes) 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30 am-12:30 pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

14 

6:30-8:00 pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

15 

3-8 pm Presbytery 
Assembly (Glen 
Ellen 1st) 

7-8:30 pm  
Stewardship 

16 

9 am Grace  
Circle 

7 pm Rebecca 
Circle 

17 

 

18 

Office closed 

 

19 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

20 

8:30-9:30 am Breakfast Club 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship 

11:30 am-12:30 pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA Ministry 

21 

7-8:30pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

 

22 

7-9:30 pm  
Session 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

Office closed 

5-8 pm Fall  
Rummage Sale 

 

26 

8-9:30 am Men’s 
Group 

9 am-1 pm  
Rummage Sale 

27 

8:30-9:30 am Breakfast Club 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am Fellowship  

11:30 am-12:30 pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

 

 

 

28 

7-8:30pm Boy 
Scouts #182 

29 

 

30 

6:30-8 pm  
Summer Supper 

   


