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PCOP Hosts Im-
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Special dates to note 
 
Special dates to  
remember: 

 

 September 5 - 
Kids Hope  
meeting 

 September 6 - 
PADS volunteer 
meeting 

 Sept 10 - Joint 
Deacons/Session 
Meeting 

 September 13 - 
Open Forum on 
Homelessness 

 September 19 - 
Presbytery  
Assembly 

 September 30 - 
PW Rummage 
Sale 

September 2017 

1 

All Are Welcome:  A Conversation about Homelessness 
in the Northwest Suburbs 

Hosted by the PCOP Session. 
 

September 13, 7:00 – 8:30pm 
 

An informative conversation will be held on the homeless  in our  
community, the organizations that provide assistance to them, and how  
individuals, families, and students are helped in time of need.  Guest 
speakers for the evening include Beth Nabors, Executive Director for 
Journeys the Road Home and Mark J. Kovack, D211 Associate  
Superintendent for Student Services.  Please plan on joining us for this 
informative session at the church.  Light refreshments will be served. 
 
 

PADS Volunteer Planning Kick–Off Gathering 
 

Wednesday, September 6, 2017  6:30 P.M. 
 

 
Please consider volunteering at our PADS homeless shelter each 
Wednesday night October through April.  We especially need people 
to work the night shifts and be available for emergency substitutes.    

 
Ice Cream and beverages will be served 
 
 
**Bring your calendar so we can do shift planning for 
the coming season! 
 
**Can’t make the meeting, but want to sign up for the dates you 
want? Email Deanna (deannabrown60@yahoo.com) or call Elaine 
847-776-5816. 
 
 
800 EAST PALATINE ROAD 
PALATINE, ILL. 60074 
 
 
Questions call or email 
Kelly Gordon kgcanuck62.gmail.com /  
847-848-3467 or 
 

Anita Kern office@palatinepres.com /  
847-358-4650 

mailto:deannabrown60@yahoo.com
mailto:office@palatinepres.com
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GOD CALLS US TO BE PARTNERS 
When we partner with God, we become part of the story God writes. 
 
September 10 – October 15 
 
In the scripture readings for the Harvest 1 season, we see God creating the earth and the  
heavens and calling them “good” and “very good.”  God calls humankind to care for all that 
God has created.  We follow God’s story as God calls Abraham, Jacob, Moses, and Samuel, 
and grants them all they need to follow their call in spite of their hesitations and doubts.  We 
see God working through imperfect people to accomplish great things.   
 
During this season, we will seek to learn more fully what it means to listen for God’s call and 
to strive to follow that call in our lives. 
 
Worship 
With the cooler weather, we will return to the Sanctuary for 10:00 a.m. worship.  The season is 
filled with opportunities to honor our partnership with God and each other with the following 
celebrations:   

The baptism of Lux Strickland Judd - September 17  
Commissioning of our Kids Hope mentors and prayer partners – September 24 
Joining with Christians around the globe in celebrating communion on World Communion 

Sunday – October 1 
Commissioning of our PADS volunteers – October 8 

 
Fellowship 
 
The Harvest 1 season will kick off September 10 with a special luncheon following worship.  
Lunch will be supplied by the Harvest 1 team.  As part of this luncheon event, we will make 
artwork that focuses on spiritual gifts that God provides to enable His people to be partners in 
bringing God’s kingdom to earth. 
 
For fellowship during the rest of the season, the team will provide beverages and invites you to 
bring snacks to share.  Sweet or savory, all items are welcome on the fellowship table! 
 
Mission 
Peace and Global Witness Offering  
 
This offering, established in 1980, builds upon PC (USA)’s commitment to peacemaking by 
addressing systems of injustice across the world.  Congregations retain 25% of the offering, 
Presbyteries and Synods receive 25%, and 50% goes to the General Assembly for national and 
international peacemaking programs. 
 
The portion of the offering that PCOP retains will be donated to the Palatine Food Pantry, to 
provide much-needed assistance to families in need in our immediate community.   
 
(continued on page 3) 
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(continued from page 2) 

 

Christian Education 
To learn more about how we might better listen for how God is speaking to us, we will read and 
discuss the book Listening Hearts:  Discerning Call in Community.  The Rev. Diane Shields 
will lead the discussion in this three-part class, which will meet after worship on September 24, 
October 1, and October 8.  Copies of the book will be available at no charge.  Lunch will be 
provided.   
 
Harvest 1 Team:  Kathy Ekeberg, Mary Kenter, Jan Lohs, Lyn Nawrot;   
Consultant:  Betty Bruce  

Pentecost 2 
 
 

They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love 
 
September 3 is the last Sunday of our season. Our team feels blessed by all of the support that 
we have received over the last seven weeks. 
 
We were able to enjoy a more intimate (and cool) setting by worshipping together in the Cosby 
Room each Sunday. Most Sundays we celebrated communion, and we were blessed to have 
amazing guest preachers each week. 
 
Our team was excited to support The Night Ministry this season. Those who stayed for lunch 
after worship on July 30, August 6, and August 20 (about 25 people) learned about the much 
needed work they do both through watching the documentary Homestretch  and listening to  
Megan Hoxhalli speak to us. (If you missed the documentary, the DVD is available in the  
office.) 
 
We were so grateful to see our trunk overflowing with the congregation’s donations of toiletries 
and other necessities for the people working at The Night Ministry to hand out to many adults 
and children in need in the city of Chicago. Amazing. 
 
We wish to thank all of the people that helped us out this season with providing delicious food 
for fellowship, ushering, serving communion, greeting people at the welcome center, helping in 
the nursery, serving as liturgist, preaching, participating in our educational offerings, and  
donations to The Night Ministry, and a special thank you to Anita for all of her help. 
 
The Pentecost 2 Season Team 
 
Bruce and Barbara Churchill, Bev Auer, Judy Lundeen, John and Linda Baumgart 
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In the pews, you might see green cards that invite you to 

consider how you have offered a gift of service this week or 

month. Whether you volunteered for something here at 

church or elsewhere, please fill out that card and place it in 

the offering plate as a way to mark that our time is  a gift 

from God, which we return to God in gratitude. We are  

invited to offer our whole selves, out of God’s abundant 

blessing, and marking our offering of service is one way we 

do that. 

For the month of August, an offering of  41.5 volunteer 

hours have been reported. 
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Garden Ministry 

 

In August, we have been going over to the Pantry two 

times a week. With the hotter temperatures, the tomatoes 

and peppers have taken off!  This month we were able to 

continue taking over green beans, jalapenos, zucchini,  

cucumbers, bell peppers, and Swiss chard. New this month  

are lots and lots of tomatoes and butternut squash. Next 

month the onions will be ready! 

 

The Pantry is always very appreciative of all the produce that comes from our garden! Produce 

from our garden is a welcome addition to the canned food that the guests at the pantry receive.  

If you have additional produce from your home gardens that you would like to donate, the  

pantry accepts donations on Mondays and Thursdays. 

 

In addition to the plots, our quiet gardener George Auer has been busy sprucing up the  

landscaping around the front of the church.  In addition to the weeds he has been tackling, he 

has planted an assortment of beautiful flowers and hostas in the raised planters.  Make sure you 

take a look at his hard work before fall comes around. Can we say a big “Thank You to 

George.”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come out to the garden and see what’s coming up next! 

Pam Anderson, George Auer, Tim Bradley, Deanna Brown, Jim Ekeberg, Marge Pearson, Curt 

Peterson, and Alex, Jim & Lyn Nawrot 



 

Answers on page 9 
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From Bruce Churchill, Elder 
 
 

 
Sharing God’s Bounty with others in need. 

 
The Pentecost 2 Team collected items requested by The Night Ministry and the response has 
been overwhelming (see photo below).  We are a very generous congregation.  This is truly a 
gift from our hearts and will help so many people who have much less than we do. 

 
Often, I touch on the portion of our giving that comes from the 
heart.  This is giving that goes beyond the budget needs and is a 
gift that comes from our desire to share our God given gifts with 
others.  Last month we looked at the mission projects that our 
season teams have sponsored.  Each project has been  
supported by the gifts that we have given from our hearts.  In  
making these gifts we first think about what we are blessed to 
have and we evaluate how that mission project will benefit those 

who have much less.  The last step in this process is to determine how much of our bounty we 
will share to support that project.  Whether it is a small donation or a large donation, someone’s 
life will be impacted by our generosity. 
 
Over the last five years we have been blessed with a small budget surplus that has enabled us to 
add a little to our reserves.  Several of those years that surplus was achieved by a staff member 
leaving and that position not being filled for many months, if at all.  This year our results are 
skewed because we are not paying a pastor’s salary.  As I report the July results, please bear in 
mind that starting in May we have not paid a pastor’s salary.  We ended July with income  
almost equal to our expenses and post a $67.37 loss for the month.  Year to date we have a 
$6,753.14 surplus, but if we had been paying a pastor’s salary we would be reporting a $14,000 
loss. 
 
Please continue to give not only to support the budgetary needs of our church but also from the 
heart supporting our mission projects. There are four vehicles through which you can make a 
monetary contribution; the offering plate, by dropping off your gift at the office, by check or 
cash through the US Mail, and, through the giving portal on our website www.palatinepres.org. 
 
We will close with A Stewards Prayer that was provided to us by George Craig. 
Our heavenly Father, throughout this day help me to remember that a very real portion of your 
Kingdom has been placed in my keeping. Therefore, teach me to love you:  
With all my heart... that I may love those whom you love, giving back to the most unlovable 
and difficult, your own everlasting mercy and compassion;  
With all my soul...that I may seek fresh ways in which your divine power may surge through 
my commonplace routine from morning till night;  
With all my strength...that my hands may work the works of God who sent me, that my  
energy may be poured out for the needs of your family, until all I own or earn or gain may be 
spent in a stewardship of loving kindness; and,  
With all my mind...that I may think your thoughts from moment to moment, making  
beautiful and significant each expenditure, always placing you first, that your Kingdom may 
come through my sharing, my caring, my daring for your name's sake. Amen. 
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Presbyterian Women's Purpose 
Forgiven and feed by God in Jesus Christ and empowered by the 

Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to nurture our faith through prayer 
and Bible study, to support the mission of the church worldwide, 

and to build an inclusive, caring community of women that 
strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses to the 

promise of God's kingdom. 
 
We would like to invite all women of the church to become involved in Presbyterian  
Women.  Did you know that as a member of PCoP you are automatically a member of PW?   
 
There are many opportunities to join your sisters in Christ through PW.Circles will start up on 
September 20, and continue to meet on the 3rd Wednesday of each month through May for  
fellowship and Bible study.  Grace Circle meets at 9:15 a.m. at the church.  Babysitting is  
provided when needed and a light brunch is served.  Rebecca Circle meets at the home of the 
hostess at 7:00 p.m.  Dessert is served.   
 
We hold two rummage sales each year in the fall and spring, and a Cookie Walk in  
December.  The proceeds of these events go to mission, both local and world-wide and to our 
own church needs.  Many hands make light work, and we need many hands to make these  
projects successful!  And believe us, we also have a lot fun in the process! 
 
Our annual retreat is scheduled for April 20-22, 2018 at St. Mary's of the Lake in  
Mundelein.  The Rev. Elizabeth Jameson, pastor at St. Simon's Episcopal Church in Arlington 
Heights will be leading the retreat this year.  Anyone who has been on retreat seems to return 
year after year.  This is a wonderful weekend!  We urge you to join us; you won't be  
disappointed!  We also have two social gatherings each year.  These will be publicized in Spirit 
Sightings and the weekly Tidings, so keep a look out. 
 
We sincerely hope to see all of you at all of these events as we journey together through  
fellowship, study, prayer and service.   
 
In Christ, 
Kelly Gordon and Janet Bedsole 
Co-Moderators 

 
You’re Invited!  

 
All women are invited to attend our first PW circle Bible study on Wednesday, September 20. 
We will be discussing Chapter 1 of the 2017-2018 Horizons Bible study, Cloud of Witnesses: 
The Community of Christ in Hebrews by Melissa Bane Sevier. Study guides are available for 
purchase in the church office at a cost of $12.00. There are large print study books available. 
Grace Circle meets at 9:15 a.m. at the church. Childcare is available upon request. If you have 
questions, please contact Janet Bedsole at (847)358-5128 / jbedsole@live.com . Rebecca  
Circle meets at 7:00 p.m. for dessert and Bible study in a member’s home. Elaine  
Schmucker, (847) 776-5816, can answer any questions. 

tel:(847)%20358-5128
mailto:jbedsole@live.com
tel:(847)%20776-5816
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Fall Rummage Sale 
  

Mark your calendars! Our Fall Rummage Sale and Bake Sale will be held on Saturday,  

September 30 (one day only). It's time to start collecting items to donate! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kids Hope USA pairs church members with at-risk children through one-on-one mentoring  
relationships – one mentor, one hour, one child.These children need someone who can be  
present at the critical time in their lives when values are formed, when self-esteem is developed 
and when basic academic and problem-solving skills are acquired. For the last two years  
mentors, supported by prayer partners and two substitutes, have built relationships with  
elementary students at Winston Campus. Those relationships will continue to grow this year 
and we hope to build more! If you would like to volunteer one hour each week to mentor a 
child, contact PCOP’s Kids Hope Director, Kelly Gordon (847)749-0231 or email her 
at kgcanuck62@gmail.com.  

 

 

tel:(847)%20749-0231
mailto:kgcanuck62@gmail.com
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This offering builds upon the Presbyterian commitment to peacemaking established in 1980. 
The Peacemaking Offering gives us a concrete way to contribute to the work of pursuing a 
peaceful and just world. Traditionally received each year on the first Sunday in October (World 
Communion Sunday), the offering supports the peacemaking efforts of the church at every  
governing level and provides opportunity to witness to God’s gift of peace in the world 
 Congregations retain 25% of the offering; Presbyteries and Synods receive 25%, and 50% is 
forwarded to General Assembly for national and international peacemaking programs. The 
Peace and Global Witness Offering will be accepted anytime during the month of October.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PADS 
  

Our PADS Leadership Team would welcome you as a volunteer! October 4 we will open our 
doors to the homeless in our community, providing shelter, meals and fellowship eve-
ry Wednesday evening through April 30. All volunteers must attend one mandatory training 
session at Journeys, 1140 E. Northwest Highway, in Palatine. The one hour orientation focuses 
on the agency’s organizational structure, how to interact with the homeless, and general  
volunteer opportunities at the PADS sites and the HOPE Center. Now is the time to schedule a 
training session so you’ll be ready to serve when we open our doors in October. A full list 
of training sessions is available at www.journeystheroadhome.org) or in the church office.  
Registration is not required. If you have questions or need more information about PADS, 
please contact Deanna Brown (deannabrown60@yahoo.com / 847-858-1776) or Elaine 
Schmucker (847-776-5816). 

   Answers to crossword puzzle on page 5. 

http://www.journeystheroadhome.org/
mailto:deannabrown60@yahoo.com
tel:(847)%20858-1776
tel:(847)%20776-5816


 

for peacemakers 

for those who tend our garden 

for caregivers 

for the gifts shared by the Rev. Jan 
Edmiston is service to the  

Presbytery of Chicago 

for the birth of Molly Allison, 

daughter of Lesley & Joe Brand, 

granddaughter of Jennifer & Allan 

Garraway  
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an end to discrimination 
 

our PNC 
 

an end to terrorism in our nation and throughout the 
world 

 
those who have suffered a loss due to natural  

disaster 
 

 refugees 
 

all who are homeless 
 

Lyn Nawrot, Lillian Grandt and Doris Heilman,  
recovering from knee replacement surgery 

 
 Carol Reagan, the Bastiani family, Chris Barr, Judy 

Bovenmyer,  Jack Bovenmyer,  
Van Brokaw and Kathy Bradley for continued 

 healing 
 

      peace in our hearts, our families, our  
communities, our  

nation & our world 
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Presbyterian Church of Palatine 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Office closed 

2 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group at Billy’s 

Pancake House 

 

3 

10-11 am Worship  

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

7:30-9 :00pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

4 

Office closed 

 

5 

7 pm Kids 

Hope  

Mentors & 

Prayer  

Partners 

 

6 

6:30-7:30 pm  

PADS volunteer 

meeting 

7 

7-9 pm PNC 

 

8 

Office closed 

 

 

 

9 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 
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10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

12:30 pm Joint  

Deacon/Session  

meeting 
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12 

7-8:30 pm 

Stewardship 

13 

9-11 am PW 

board 

7-8:30 pm Open 

Forum on 

Homelessness 

14 

7-9 pm PNC 

 

 

 

15 

Office closed 

 

 

16 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

 

17 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

7:30-9 pm ALPHA  

Ministry 

 

 

18 

 

19 

4-9 pm  

Presbytery 

Assembly, 

Wheaton 

First 

20 

9:15-11:30 am 

Grace Circle 

7-9 pm Rebecca 

Circle 

 

 

 

21 

7-9 pm PNC 

 

22 

Office closed 

 

 

 

 

23 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

 

24 

10-11 am Worship 

11:15-11:45 am  

Fellowship 

 

25 26 

7-9:30 pm 

Session 

 

27 

 

28 

7-9 pm PNC 

29 

Office closed 

 

 

30 

8-9:30 am Men’s 

Group 

8:30 am-2:30 pm 

Rummage Sale 
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