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Holy Week is the last week of Lent, the week immediately 
preceding Easter or Resurrection Sunday.  It is observed in 
many Christian churches as a time to commemorate and enact 
the suffering (Passion) and death of Jesus through various 
observances and services of worship. While some church 
traditions focus specifically on the events of the last week of 
Jesus’ life, many of the liturgies symbolize larger themes that 
marked Jesus’ entire ministry. 

Increasingly, churches are realizing the value of Holy Week 
services. This has a solid theological basis both in Scripture 
and in the traditions of the Faith. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the 
German theologian who was executed by the Nazis, wrote of 
the Cost of Discipleship and warned of “cheap grace” that did 
not take seriously either the gravity of sin or the radical call to 
servanthood: “When Jesus bids a man come, he bids him come 
and die.” 

It is this dimension that is well served by Holy Week 
observances, as they call us to move behind the joyful 
celebrations of Palm Sunday and Easter, and focus on the 
suffering, humiliation, and death that is part of Holy Week. 
It is important to place the hope of the Resurrection, the 
promise of newness and life, against the background of 
death and endings. It is only in walking through the shadows 
and darkness of Holy Week and Good Friday, only in realizing 
the horror and magnitude of sin and its consequences in 
the world incarnated in the dying Jesus on the cross, only in 
contemplating the ending and despair that the disciples felt on 
Holy Saturday, that we can truly understand the light and hope 
of Easter Sunday morning!

In observing this truth, that new beginnings come from 
endings, many people are able to draw a parable of their own 
lives and faith journey from the observances of Holy Week. 
In providing people with the opportunity to experience this 
truth in liturgy and symbol, the services become a powerful 
proclamation of the transformative power of the Gospel, and 
God at work in the lives of people.

The entire week between Palm Sunday and Holy Saturday 
is included in Holy Week, and some church traditions have 
daily services during the week. However, usually only Palm 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday are times of special 
observance. 

Palm Sunday (or Passion Sunday) 
Holy Week begins with the sixth Sunday in Lent.  This Sunday 
observes the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem that was 
marked by the crowds who were in Jerusalem for Passover 
waving palm branches and proclaiming him as the messianic 
king. The Gospels tell us that Jesus rode into the city on a 
donkey, enacting the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9, and in so 
doing emphasized the humility that was to characterize the 
Kingdom he proclaimed. The irony of his acceptance as the new 
Davidic King (Mark 11:10) by the crowds who would only five 
days later cry for his execution should be a sobering reminder 
of the human tendency to want God on our own terms.

Traditionally, worshippers enact the entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem by the waving of palm branches and singing 
songs of celebration. Sometimes this is accompanied by a 
processional into the church.  

This Sunday is also known as Passion Sunday to commemorate 
the beginning of Holy Week and Jesus’ final agonizing journey 
to the cross.  The English word passion comes from a Latin word 
that means “to suffer,” the same word from which we derive the 
English word patient.

In most Protestant traditions, the liturgical color for the Season 
of Lent is purple, and that color is used until Easter Sunday. 

Increasingly, many churches are incorporating an emphasis 
on the Passion of Jesus into services on Palm Sunday as a 
way to balance the celebration of Easter Sunday.  Rather 
than having the two Sundays both focus on triumph, Passion 
Sunday is presented as a time to reflect on the suffering and 
death of Jesus in a Sunday service of worship. This provides an 
opportunity for people who do not or cannot attend a Good 
Friday Service to experience the contrast of Jesus’ death and 
the Resurrection, rather than celebrating the Resurrection in 
isolation from Jesus’ suffering. However, since Sunday services 
are always celebrations of the Resurrection of Jesus during the 
entire year, even an emphasis on the Passion of Jesus on this 
Sunday should not be mournful or end on a negative note, as 
do most Good Friday Services (which is the reason the Lord’s 
Supper is not normally celebrated on Good Friday).

cont on page 2

• Palm/Passion Sunday  • Holy/Maundy Thursday  • Good Friday 

 
The following article prepares us for the conclusion of our 
Lenten journey, Easter.  Instead of going with the flow, 
knowledge of what’s to come and understanding each 
moment of the season will shed brighter light on the Holy 
relationship God extends to us.

The DayS of holy Week
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leNT
The Lent season comes to an end in April.  We thank all who have 

volunteered to participate in this season.  We want to remind you of the 

following dates:

fellowship event:  “Here’s Your Sign!” Please join us on Saturday, April 6th , 

from 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm to learn how to create beautiful signs that you will 

be able to display in your home. Our own Jess Bedsole, of Sparkles & Crafts 

will lead us.

Christian ed: April 7th , please join us after worship in the library for the 

class “Breaking down the Lord’s Prayer” to be led by our own  Maggie Van 

Houten.

Palm Sunday: Remember to bring your full fish banks for the dedication of 

our One Great Hour of Sharing offering on during worship.

Maundy Thursday: Join us on April 18th for dinner at 5:30 pm.  Then at 7:00 

pm we will convene to the Sanctuary for Maundy Thursday Service.    

Good friday: Please join us for worship on April 19th at 7:00 pm

eaSTeR: CoMe aND See...Go aND Tell 
April 21 – June 8, 2019

We will begin the season of Easter with Easter Sunday on April 

21. All guests and members are welcome to join  in fellowship 

following the worship service for a continental breakfast. Also 

following worship will be the annual Easter Egg Hunt for nursery-

aged children. Older kids are welcome to join as helpers for the 

little ones. Weather permitting, this will be outside. 

On April 28, Pastor RJ will lead a Christian Education class titled 

Little Known Facts about Easter Story People.

Every week in the Easter season, the congregation will partake in 

communion featuring “special” breads such as crackers, muffins, 

pancakes, and more! As a celebration for how special Jesus is to us, 

we will celebrate Him every week through these special breads.

Mark your calendars for additional special events: 

May 10: Getting To know you Pot luck 

June 8: Second-annual PCoP field Trip to  

Chicago Botanic Gardens –  BoX lUNCh PRoVIDeD!

Easter Team Members are Anita Kern, Jess Bedsole, Bev Auer, Jinny 

Chieu; Elaine Schmucker and Ingrid Mikolajczyk , consultants

Maundy Thursday, or holy 
Thursday

There are a variety of events that are 
clustered on this last day before Jesus 
was arrested that are commemorated 
in various ways in services of worship. 
These include the last meal together, 
which was probably a Passover 
meal, the institution of Eucharist or 
Communion, the betrayal by Judas 

(because of the exchange with Jesus 
at the meal), and Jesus praying in 
Gethsemane while the disciples fell 
asleep. Most liturgies, however, focus 
on the meal and communion as a way 
to commemorate this day.

During the last few days, Jesus and 
his disciples had steadily journeyed 
from Galilee toward Jerusalem. On the 
sunlight hillsides of Galilee, Jesus was 
popular, the crowds were friendly and 

the future was bright. Even his entry 
into Jerusalem had been marked by 
a joyous welcome. But in Jerusalem 
there was a growing darkness as the 
crowds began to draw back from 
the man who spoke of commitment 
and servanthood. There was an 
ominous tone in the murmuring of the 
Sadducees and Pharisees who were 
threatened by the new future Jesus 
proclaimed.

Holy Week...cont

cont on page 3
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Holy Week...cont

118 
GUeSTS WeRe hoUSeD IN 
MaRCh ThRoUGh PaDS

Stewardship Report
Based on the gift each one has received, use it to serve others, as good managers of the varied 

grace of God.  – 1 Peter 4:10

“Money is not the only commodity that is fun to give.  We can give time, we can give our 

expertise; we can give our love or simply give a smile.  What does it cost?  The point is none of 

us can ever run out of something worthwhile to give.”   -  Steve Goodier

We at PCOP enable all our members to serve in some capacity on a Season team where they 

share their time and talents with others in the creation of themes, CE opportunities, mission 

projects and fellowship activities which enrich the human spirit.  These experiences along with 

monetary giving, serving on the PADs, Kids Hope, and Garden ministries as well as in the choir 

provide an opportunity to serve others.  One feels like home being part of PCOP ministry.

We have a challenging financial year. through the end of February we had a net deficit of 

$13,820 largely due to the timing of a major annual expense paid in January.  One way our 

members can help is to pay their $34.40 per capita if they have not already done so.  We have 

had budgeted deficits the past seven years yet have ended up with modest surpluses each year.  

As stewards we also pray for the financial health of PCOP with the following prayer.

Dear God, 

Please give each of us Your comfort and strength and as we pursue your mission for us here at PCOP.  

Give us the vision, skills and understanding as good managers of the varied grace of God.  Amen.

Even as Jesus and his disciples came 
together to share this meal, they 
already stood in the shadow of the 
cross. It was later that night, after the 
meal, as Jesus and his disciples were 
praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
that Jesus was arrested and taken to 
the house of Caiaphas the High Priest. 
On Friday he would die.

There is some difference in the 
chronology of these events between 
the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke) and John’s account. In the 
Synoptics, this last meal was a Passover 
meal, observing the exodus of the 
Israelites from Egypt when death 
“passed over” the Hebrew homes as the 
tenth plague fell upon the Egyptians. 
Yet, in John’s account the Passover 
would not be celebrated until the next 
day. And while the Synoptics recount 
the institution of Communion during 
this final meal, John instead tells us 
about Jesus’ washing the disciples’ feet 
as a sign of servanthood. 

In any case, this Thursday of Holy Week 
is remembered as the time Jesus ate 
a final meal together with the men 
who had followed him for so long. We 
do not have to solve these historical 

questions to remember and celebrate 
in worship what Jesus did and taught 
and modeled for us here, what God 
was doing in Jesus the Christ. And the 
questions should not shift our attention 
from the real focus of the story: the 
death and resurrection of Jesus.

Traditionally in the Christian Church, 
this day is known as Maundy Thursday. 
The term Maundy comes from the Latin 
word mandatum (from which we get 
our English word mandate), from a verb 
that means “to give,” “to entrust,” or “to 
order.” The term is usually translated 
“commandment,” from John’s account 
of this Thursday night.  According 
to the Fourth Gospel, as Jesus and 
the Disciples were eating their final 
meal together before Jesus’ arrest, he 
washed the disciples’ feet to illustrate 
humility and the spirit of servanthood. 
After they had finished the meal, as 
they walked into the night toward 
Gethsemane, Jesus taught his disciples 
a “new” commandment that was not 
really new (John 13:34-35):

A new commandment I give to you, that 
you love one another; even as I have 
loved you, you also ought to love one 
another. By this everyone will know 

that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.

The sharing of the Lord’s Supper, or 
sacrament of thanksgiving, on Maundy 
Thursday is the means by which most 
Christians observe this day. There 
is a great variety in exactly how the 
service is conducted, however. In 
some churches, it is traditional for 
the pastor or priest to wash the feet 
of members of the congregation as 
part of the service (John 13:3-15). 
In some church traditions all of the 
altar coverings and decorations are 
removed after communion is served 
on Maundy Thursday, symbolizing 
the abandonment of Jesus by his 
disciples and the stripping of Jesus 
by the soldiers prior to his crucifixion. 
Psalm 22 is sometimes either read or 
sung while the chancel decorations are 
being removed. This, like the darkness 
often incorporated into a Good Friday 
service, represents the humiliation of 
Jesus and the consequences of sin as 
a preparation for the celebration of 
new life and hope that is to come on 
Resurrection Day.  

However it is celebrated, the Eucharist 
of Maundy Thursday is especially tied 

cont on page 4
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Holy Week...cont

PCUSa 101 – IS PCUSa “lIBeRal”?

Liberal is derived from a root word liber, meaning “free”.  It does 

not mean anti-conservative as many liberals and conservatives 

seem to misunderstand.  

Ever since our denomination opened up the doors to accept 

the GLBTQ  community in marriage and ordination, many 

conservative congregations have left our denomination.  We, 

the Presbyterian Church of Palatine, have seen members leave 

who could not accept this open-door announcement, and/or 

be deemed part of a “liberal” denomination.

Jesus said:

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another:  

just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another”  John 

13:34

According to our Book of Order...

F-1.0302a.   The Unity of the Church  

Unity is God’s gift to the Church in Jesus Christ. Just as God is 

one God and Jesus Christ is our one Savior, so the Church is 

one because it belongs to its one Lord, Jesus Christ. The Church 

seeks to include all people and is never content to enjoy the 

benefits of Christian community for itself alone. There is one 

Church, for there is one Spirit, one hope, “one Lord, one faith, 

one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and 

through all and in all” (Eph. 4:5–6). 

Our denomination is not “liberal”.  We are “INCLUSIVE”.   

Many churches who accept the GLBTQ community describe 

themselves as “open and welcoming communities”.  But are we 

not Christians who ought to be open and welcoming without 

being categorized as “liberals”, since it is what Jesus taught us 

to be?

In order to welcome everyone without the feelings of 

compromising the “truth” individuals believe to be, let’s see this 

in another way…

Our denomination allows each congregation to decide on the 

spectrum of “inclusion”.  The very reason PC(U.S.A.) as a whole 

decided to act on the acceptance of GLBTQ ordination and 

marriage is to give congregations throughout the country 

an option to be fully inclusive, to have all doors open, while 

reminding other congregations that this door is available for 

them to open when they are ready to do so.

How can we state that we are inclusive when our doors are 

only partially open?  Within our denomination, there are many 

doors for each degree of traditional beliefs and liberal beliefs.  

The traditionalists, also known as conservatives, seem to have 

misunderstood the opening of all of these doors as the closing 

of their doors.

PC(U.S.A.) is saying that God created all of us and wants us 

to see the beauties in our own uniqueness.  We don’t have 

to like all aspects of all people, and it is O.K. to struggle with 

acceptance.  However, it is critical for everyone to have a 

chance to belong to a faith community.  And our denomination 

allows options for all God’s people, and to all the churches 

within our denomination.

Disagreement is not exclusion.  Disagreement is an opportunity 

for us to recognize differences and remember the love Jesus 

taught us to live and share.  It is not about one against another.  

It is about one and one and one and one….all created to live 

and receive in mercy and grace.

to the theme of remembering. As 
Jesus and his disciples followed the 
instructions in the Torah to remember 
God’s acts of deliverance in their 
history as they shared the Passover 
meal together, so Jesus calls us to 
remember the new act of deliverance 
in our history that unfolds on these last 
days of Holy week.

Good friday, or holy friday 
Friday of Holy Week has been 
traditionally been called Good Friday 
or Holy Friday. On this day, the church 
commemorates Jesus’ arrest (since 
by Jewish customs of counting days 
from sundown to sundown it was 
already Friday), his trial, crucifixion 
and suffering, death, and burial. Since 
services on this day are to observe 
Jesus’ death, and since Eucharist is 
a celebration, there is traditionally 
no Communion observed on Good 
Friday. Also, depending on how 
the services are conducted on 

this day, all decoration is removed 
from the sanctuary and candles are 
extinguished.  They are left this way 
through Saturday, but are always 
replaced with white before sunrise on 
Sunday.

There are a variety of services of 
worship for Good Friday, all aimed at 
allowing worshippers to experience 
some sense of the pain, humiliation, 
and ending in the journey to the cross. 
Usually, a Good Friday service is a 
series of Scripture readings, a short 
reflection, and a time of meditation 
and prayer.  One traditional use of 
Scripture is to base the service on 
the Seven last Words of Jesus as 
recorded in the Gospel traditions.

father, forgive them . . . (luke 23:34)
This day you will be with me in 
paradise (luke 23:43) 
Woman, behold your son . . .(John 
19:26-27) 

My God, my God . . . (Matthew 27:46, 
Mark 15:34) 
I thirst.  (John 19:28) 
It is finished! (John 19:30) 
father into your hands . . . (luke 
23:46)

Another common service for Good 
Friday is Tenebrae (Latin for “shadows” 
or “darkness”). Sometimes this term is 
applied generally to all church services 
on the last three days of Holy week. 
More specifically, however, it is used of 
the Service of Darkness or Service of 
Shadows, usually held in the evening 
of Good Friday. Again, there are 
varieties of this service, but it is usually 
characterized by a series of Scripture 
readings and meditation done in 
stages while lights and/or candles are 
gradually extinguished to symbolize 
the growing darkness not only of 
Jesus’ death but of hopelessness in the 
world without God. The service ends 
in darkness, sometimes with a final 

cont on page 5



5

Holy Week...cont

We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians; our heart is wide 

open. You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted in your 

own affections. In return (I speak as to children) widen your 

hearts also.

Don’t miss the opportunity to open up your hearts!  

(Physically)

One of the best places to stretch our chest muscles, which 

we shorten throughout the day, is in DOOR WAYS!

 1.  Stand next to a doorway with the arm closest to the  

     frame bent 90 degrees.

 2.  Make sure your elbow is the same height as your  

      shoulder.

 3. Press your hand into the door frame at the same  

     time bringing your shoulder forward.

 4.  Remember to keep your shoulder down.

 5.  Don’t forget to breathe!  Exhale during the  

      stretching.

 6.  Repeat for the other side.

aPRIl healTh

candle, the Christ candle, carried out of the sanctuary, symbolizing the death of Jesus. Often the service concludes with a loud 
noise symbolizing the closing of Jesus’ tomb. The worshippers then leave in silence to wait.

Good Friday is not a day of celebration but of mourning, both for the death of Jesus and for the sins of the world that his death 
represents. Yet, although Friday is a solemn time, it is not without its own joy. For while it is important to place the Resurrection 
against the darkness of Good Friday, likewise the somberness of Good Friday should always be seen with the hope of Resurrection 
Sunday. 

-Dennis Bratcher, Copyright ©, Dennis Bratcher - All Rights Reserved

A memorial service 
honoring the life of  Betty 
Bruce is planned for 
Saturday, May 11, at 11:00 
a.m. here at PCOP.

A service celebrating the 
life of  Bev May will be 
held here at PCOP on 
Saturday, May 18, at 11:00 
a.m.

Virginia Hasbach’s life 
will be celebrated here on 
Saturday, June 22.
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april 2019

8am Men’s Group

8am Men’s Group @
Billy’s 
3p Here’s Your Sign

7p Bible, Beer & Bros 
(Peter Van Houten’s)

8am Men’s Group7p Good Friday  
Worship

8am Men’s Group

7pm Deacons

7pm Stewardship

7pm Session

9:30a Spiritual 
Fitness 
5:30p Maundy 
Thursday Dinner  
7p Maundy Thursday 
Worship

9:30a Spiritual 
Fitness

9:30a Spiritual 
Fitness

7p PADS

9a Grace Circle 
7p Rebecca Circle 
7p PADS

9:30a PW Board 
7p PADS

9a Choir 
10a Worship  
11:15a Fellowship 
11:30a Choir 
11:30a Adult Ed 

9a Choir 
10a Worship 
11:15a Fellowship 
11:30a Choir 
7:30p ALPHA

9a Choir 
10a Worship 
11:15a Continental 
Breakfast 
11:30a Easter Egg 
Hunt

9a Choir 
10a Worship 
11:15a Fellowship 
11:30a Choir  
11:30a Adult Ed

Visit us online at palatinepres.org 
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We Pray for…
Nancy Chierico, in 

rehabilitation at The 

Moorings

Janet Bedsole, 

undergoing treatment 

for cancer

an end to terrorism 

in our nation and 

throughout the world

Vilmarie Cintrón-olivieri 

and Cindy kohlmann, 

Co-Moderators of the 

223rd  PC(USa) General 

assembly

Jinny Chieu, Marge 

Weld, Jim ekeberg, 

the Bastiani family, 

Judy Bovenmyer, 

Jack Bovenmyer, Van 

Brokaw, and kathy 

Bradley for healing

those who have suffered 

loss as a result of 

natural disasters

peace in our hearts, 

our families, our 

communities, our nation 

& our world


