
1

Membership is not simply an opportunity to say, “I’m a part of a 

club”, but rather a scriptural expression of covenant connectedness 

to a church.

There are three things that help us understand why church 

membership is a part of the covenant.

1. Membership Reflects the identity of the Church. 

First, membership is a reflection of the community already existing 

in the body. Paul says we are a body. Can one part say to the other, 

“I’m not part of you?” No, it is already a part. But too often we live as 

if we are separated.  Too many Christian gatherings look like piles 

of dismembered body parts instead of a healthy body with the 

intentional purpose of serving God.  The value of membership is an 

affirmation of the establishment of the faith community.  

2. The Bible Teaches Covenant Community. 

We find in Paul’s letters to the church at Corinth that they were 

putting people out of the body.  Scripture teaches us that we can be 

a part of the body, and we can be apart from the body.  While there 

seems to be flexibility according to various bodies, the recognition 

of belonging by membership in community is strongly addressed.  

3. People Need Church Membership. 

Membership is not just for the sake of the faith community, but also 

for the sake of the individual.  At the end of the day we’re redeemed. 

We’re placed in the body. The bible specifically says Jesus Christ 

has redeemed us as the body.  In Colossians 1, we are reminded 

that God has transformed us from the domain of darkness into the 

kingdom of the Son he loves. In this kingdom, we are called as a 

faith community where we function as God’s people.

Membership Matters 

God makes us a part of the larger family when we are called into a 

faith community. Therefore, our covenant in the local body to live in 

the community with certain established principles and standards is 

important.

Membership doesn’t save us. But it enables us to grow and become 

spiritually mature in Christ. Not only should we be members of 

the body, each of us should also be able to express the value of 

membership. Therefore, people of a faith community ought to 

embrace the nature of church membership. 
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And God said to him, “I am God almighty; be fruitful and increase in number.  A nation and a community of 
nations will come from you, the kings will be among your descendants.  The land I gave to Abraham and Isaac 

I also give to you, and I will give this land to your descendants after you.”  Genesis 35:11-12

The Price of Church Membership (Part II)

 
KIDS HOPE
Katherine Roussos (½ bilingual teacher) - The Kids Hope 

program has made a wonderful impact on the students 

at WCE. This year, I have a student who participates in the 

program. Every Wednesday, he is so excited to see his mentor 

and always waits impatiently for her to arrive. After each 

session, he is very excited to tell me what activities they 

completed together. It is so wonderful to see this student 

with such a big smile on his face after each session. Having 

such a positive and kind mentor has truly made such a 

difference in his life! Thank you so much mentors for all that 

you do and the impact that you have on our students!
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ADVENT
This season can be full of highs and lows, but one thing is constant 

God’s light throughout the generations from Isaiah 42:6 “A covenant 

to the people, a light to the nations,” to Matthew 5:13 “You are the 

light of the world”. 

The first event of the season is an evening of pot luck food, board 

games, and stories of our Christmas traditions. Doors open 5pm 

Dec 9th. The week thereafter, we will settle into a movie of the 

nativity story as seen through the eyes of young Mary. Lunch and 

popcorn will accompany the movie showing after service on Dec 

16th. 

We shift our focus to the community on Dec 21st. Invite friends 

and family to go caroling and wrap gifts at Solstice Senior Living 

starting 2pm. That evening, the sanctuary will be open 7:00-8:30pm 

for quiet prayer and reflection on that longest night. And of course, 

Christmas Eve service starts at 4:30pm, and the year-end service on 

Dec 30th will be of lessons and carols.

There are two missions this season. In consultation with Journeys, 

we will assemble three kits of bathroom and cleaning essentials for 

deserving families as they move into new homes. The Christmas 

Joy Offering will support church workers and Presbyterian-related 

schools. Please consider supporting one or both missions.

HARVEST 2 2018 
October 21 – December 1

Gratitude!

Thank you to all who participated in worship, helped fill our 

Thanksgiving dinner baskets, and shared a sweet or savory treat 

for fellowship during H2!  We are especially grateful for Maggie 

Van Houten and her leadership of adult education as we took 

a more in depth look at scripture readings each Sunday. And, 

a special thank you to our PCOP choir and instrumentalists for 

sharing their gifts and providing such amazing music every 

Sunday during the season.

We are blessed to be a congregation found by Grace, fed by 

Grace, so we can follow by Grace!

Sheila & Frank Ford, Judy Lundeen, Judy & George Craig, Anita Kern
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PC(uSA) 101
The Brief Statement of Faith

Preface  In 1983 the two largest Presbyterian churches in the 

United States reunited. The “Plan for Reunion” called for the 

preparation of a brief statement of the Reformed faith for 

possible inclusion in The Book of Confessions. This statement 

is therefore not intended to stand alone, apart from the 

other confessions of our church. It does not pretend to be 

a complete list of all our beliefs, nor does it explain any 

of them in detail. It is designed to be confessed by the 

whole congregation in the setting of public worship, and it 

may also serve pastors and teachers as an aid to Christian 

instruction. It celebrates our rediscovery that for all our 

undoubted diversity, we are bound together by a common 

faith and a common task.

The Statement (Part I)

In life and in death we belong to God.  Through the grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ,

the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we 

trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom 

alone we worship and serve.

We trust in Jesus Christ, Fully human, fully God.  Jesus 

proclaimed the reign of God:

preaching good news to the poor and release to the 

captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the 

children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, 

eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to 

repent and believe the gospel.  Unjustly condemned for 

blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the 

depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the 

world.  God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his 

sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us 

from death to life eternal.

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In 

sovereign love God created the world good and makes 

everyone equally in God’s image male and female, of every 

race and people, to live as one community.  But we rebel 

against God; we hide from our Creator.  Ignoring God’s 

commandments, we violate the image of God in others and 

ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, 

and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.  We 

deserve God’s condemnation.  Yet God acts with justice and 

mercy to redeem creation.  In everlasting love, the God of 

Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all 

families of the earth.  Hearing their cry, God delivered the 

children of Israel from the house of bondage.  Loving us 

still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.  Like a 

mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father 

who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.
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Praise the LORD. Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love 

endures forever. Psalm 106:1

Having just celebrated Thanksgiving and taking time to count our 

many blessings, it is an appropriate time to consider our gratitude 

for our church and its many ministries. Recently, members were 

asked to make a commitment with their time, talent and money to 

help support these in the coming year. 

Your Stewardship Ministry Team would like to share the results 

from Giving Sunday. We have received 45 responses. 40 of those 

are monetary pledges in the amount of $164,320. This is something 

we should celebrate! From about the same time last year, we had 

36 responses (32 monetary pledges) totaling $132,036. We are still 

waiting for those of you who have not yet responded with a pledge. 

Commitments can be made at any time. However, it is most helpful 

for the Stewardship team and the Session to have a clear picture 

of our financial expectations to make plans and budgets for the 

next year. Therefore, it is best to make your commitment sooner 

than later. Also, please know that if the need arises, changes can be 

made to your commitment during the year, but do let the financial 

secretary know.

Although our church financial commitments are made once a year, 

stewardship itself is year-long. The following are thoughts that came 

out of reading the Presbyterian Foundation’s Stewardship Manual. 

Stewardship is how we live out our calling as followers of Christ.

Stewardship is what we do after we say that we believe.

In our lives as stewards, the gifts we offer—time, talent and financial 

resources—are holy gifts. They are symbols of love and signs of grace 

that are offered out of joy and devotion.

Stewardship is a way of life, not a once a year event, and, of course, 

it is not only about our financial giving. We need to take all of these 

things to heart. We are grateful for the many people that signed up 

for season teams for the coming year. That is a true offering of time 

and talents.

For of Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things; to whom be 

glory forever. Romans 11:36

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 

from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 

of turning. James 1:17

A big and very important part of our giving to the church is our 

realization and understanding that everything we have is from 

God. Our giving back to the church for God’s work is our heartfelt 

gratitude for all God has done for us. This is what makes giving to 

the church different from other giving that we may do.

Our hope is that you find great joy in making and fulfilling your 

commitments of time, talent and money for the coming year.

Finally, if you find that you are among those who are behind in your 

2018 pledge, please make every effort to pay it off by the end of 

the year. It is a fact that the work of this church does depends on 

the financial resources and gifts of its members. It cannot be done 

without it.

As we enter the season of Advent, please remember the joy that 

comes with giving and sharing, and may generosity be part of all 

you do now and always.

 

Do you feel the tension in your neck and your shoulders?  These 

tensions are most likely caused by tight chest and back muscles.  

So, what does this mean?  It means you need to strengthen those 

muscles in a variety of exercises as prevention.  In the meantime, 

we can remedy the pain from that stress tension by doing the 

right stretches.

One stretch that can help is by rolling shoulders.  For 

effective relief instead of randomly moving your shoulders in 

circles, concentrate on the shoulder blades.

 1.  While inhaling, extend and push the arms to the front  

    separating your shoulder blades.

 2.  Make sure the shoulders are not rising up to your neck.

 3.  Keeping your shoulders down, slowly bring your arms up  

    while you exhale.

  

 

 

 

4.  Inhaling, take your arms back drawing a circle, squeezing  

            your shoulder blades together which will open up your  

          heart.

 5.  Exhaling, bring your arms back to your sides.

 6.  Repeat at least three times.

Keep doing this throughout the day and you should feel 

relief.  If you have any questions, your go-to trainer is 

available in the PCOP pastor’s office!

HOLIDAY STRESS! 
By RJ Kang
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8am Men’s Group

8am Men’s Group @
Billy’s

8am Men’s Group5p Tamarack 
Gathering 
7-8:30p Open 
Sanctuary

7pm Stewardship

7pm Session7pm PW Board

9:15a PW Board 
7p PADS

9:15a Grace Circle 
7p Rebecca Circle 
7p PADS

7p PADS

7p PADS

9a Choir 
10a Worship/
Communion  
11:15a Fellowship 
11:30a Choir

9a Choir 
10a Worship/
Communion  
11:15a Fellowship 
11:30a Choir 
5p Pot Luck & Games 
7p ALPHA Ministry

9a Choir 
10a Worship /
Communion  
11:15a Fellowship 
11:30a Adult Ed 
11:30a Choir 

9a Choir 
10a Worship/
Communion  
11:15a Fellowship 
11:30a Choir 
7p ALPHA Ministry

9a Choir 
10a Worship/
Communion  
11:15a Fellowship 
11:30a Choir 

Visit us online at palatinepres.org 

4:30p Worship/
Communion

Office Closed

Office Closed
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we Pray for…
Bev May, who 

underwent hip surgery 

last week

Janet Bedsole, 

undergoing treatment 

for cancer

an end to terrorism 

in our nation and 

throughout the world

those who have suffered 

loss as a result of 

natural disasters

an end to discrimination

all who are homeless

Vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri 

and Cindy Kohlmann, 

Co-Moderators of the 

223rd  PC(uSA) general 

Assembly

Jinny Chieu, Marge 

weld, Jim Ekeberg, 

the Bastiani family, 

Judy Bovenmyer, 

Jack Bovenmyer, Van 

Brokaw, and Kathy 

Bradley for healing

peace in our hearts, our 

families, our 

communities, 

our nation & 

our world


