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General Assembly of 
The PC(USA) 

The General Assembly consists 

of commissioners elected by 

presbyteries with half of the 

commissioners being ruling elders 

and half teaching elders. Few will 

ever have been commissioners 

to the General Assembly before, 

but most will have served in one 

of the other governing bodies of 

our church: the session, which 

provides care and oversight 

of a local congregation; the 

presbytery, which provides 

care and oversight of a group 

of congregations; or the synod 

which provides care and oversight 

of several presbyteries.

It reviews the work of synods, 

resolves controversies in the 

church, is responsible for matters 

of common concern for the whole 

church, and serves as a symbol of 

unity for the church.

The General Assembly has several 

specific responsibilities outlined 

in Chapter 3 of the Book of Order. 

The assembly seeks to protect 

our church from errors in faith 

and practice, and is responsible 

for assuring that the expression 

of our theology remains true 

to the biblical standards in 

our historic confessions. The 

General Assembly presents a 

witness for truth and justice in 

our community and in the world 

community. It sets priorities 

for the church and establishes 

relationships with other churches 

or ecumenical bodies.

“Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God.”  Phil. 4:6

“But we will give ourselves continually to 

prayer…” Acts 6:4

The first time I attended worship in a 

church was when I was 16 years old.  

My parents were invited to attend a 

Korean American Presbyterian Church 

in Cincinnati.  It was my family’s 

first exposure to Christianity.  In the 

beginning of worship, an elder of the 

church went up and began his prayer.  

We all bowed, and the prayer lasted 

about 20 minutes.  I thought it was 

the longest 20 minutes I have ever 

endured.  I had no idea what he was 

talking about since the prayer was in 

Korean with theological vocabulary I 

had never heard before.

When I began learning about Jesus 

Christ, I just believed.  Some how, 

everything made sense to me, and 

I loved knowing that the world 

offered love, hope, and peace.  

In the midst of our struggles as 

new immigrant family, Jesus gave 

my family comfort and courage 

and offered the fellowship and 

community we so longed for.  But, 

prayer was something that did not 

come easy.
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We started the season with a 

beautiful, albeit chilly, Easter 

Sunday. Soon after we hosted 

Pastor RJ’s installation and 

welcomed back so many 

familiar faces. Two of our Sunday 

afternoons included Adult 

Education where members 

enjoyed homemade soup, 

bread and thought-provoking 

conversation about previous 

weeks’ sermons and how we all 

found ourselves in this church. 

Our nursery-aged children 

began a new curriculum in 

Christian Education and on 

Mother’s Day the children 

made tissue paper flowers to 

pass to every member of the 

congregation. Many baked 

goods were enjoyed throughout 

the season during fellowship 

and the season wrapped on 

May 19 with a wonderful 

group picnic at the Chicago 

Botanic Garden. Over 40 people 

attended and enjoyed God’s 

beautiful creations throughout 

the grounds after having 

lunch as a bunch on the deck, 

overlooking the lake.  

We are also excited to share 

the results of our mission 

focus to raise money to 

support Presbyterian Mission 

in providing clean water and 

food sources, supporting 

youth, young adults, and 

women, and support education 

opportunities for all. Your 

generous donations totaled 

$350, which will purchase 1 

kitchen kit, 1 set of farm tools, 

1 jerry can, a family of chickens, 

2 piglets, and will educate a 

child and support 2 women’s 

empowerment projects. Thank 

you!

If you didn’t have a chance to 

make a donation, you may still 

do so! The Pentecost 1 Team 

is continuing support of this 

mission. You’ll find catalogs 

describing options below the 

bulletin board in the narthex. 

Simply choose the item you 

wish to provide and place your 

donation in the corresponding 

envelope on the bulletin board.

Easter Team members were 

Anita Kern, Jinny Chieu, Jess 

Bedsole and Nancy Barkman as 

consultant.

PENTECOST 1
April 1- May 19

Want an opportunity to see how 

some young men from South 

Africa are being housed here 

in the suburbs while awaiting 

their immigration approvals?  If 

you’d like to meet them at Viator 

House of Hospitality in small 

groups of seven, please sign up 

on the poster in the entryway.  

The first tour will take place on 

Wednesday, July 11, at 7PM.  Ad-

ditional groups can be arranged 

for later dates if that date is 

filled.    These young men attend 

school and may work part time 

while waiting for approval of 

their immigration applications. A 

good introduction to the stresses 

and anxiety the young men have 

experienced is the excellent  

movie, The Good Lie, we are pre-

senting on June 16 coupled with 

a potluck supper at the church at 

5:30PM. 

Pentecost I members are: Jan 

Anderson, Betty Bruce, Ann Kim 

and Marge Pearson with Elaine 

Schmucker as consultant.

EASTEr TEAm 
wrAP-UP
May 20 – July 21

PADS UPDATE
The 2017-2018 PADS season 

ended for us here at PCOP on 

Wednesday, April 25, and quite 

a season it was.  Over the 30 

Wednesday nights we served as 

a homeless shelter beginning 

in October 2017, we welcomed 

1195 guests into a safe, warm 

place for the night. We averaged 

4-5 families every Wednesday, 

up from 1 or 2 families on an 

occasional basis in the past. 

Our female population also 

continued to grow, as we had 

seen trending the prior season.  

More than 2400 meals were 

served, including delicious 

home-cooked dinners provided 

by our partner churches St. 

Theresa Catholic, St. Philip 

Episcopal, St. Nectarios Greek 

Orthodox, Prince of Peace 

Lutheran, and Countryside 

Unitarian Universalist.

The season ended with quite 

an amazing demonstration of 

partnership and dedication to 

serving the homeless in our 

community. In late winter, our 

PADS Leadership Team and 

Pastor Kang were approached 

by Journeys and St. James 

Church in Arlington Heights 

with a proposal. St. James would 

be closing their Wednesday 

night PADS site before the 

season was over due to a large 

renovation project.  Would 

we be willing to double our 

capacity by utilizing our main 

level to accommodate guests 

who would normally stay at 

St. James? Seeing that the 

http://viatorhouseofhospitality.com/who-we-are/

cont. on page 4
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Last month we reviewed the charge to the congregation that 

Judy Watt gave at RJ’s installation service.  The following is Judy’s 

summary of that charge.

My charge to you is to absorb what has been said, to own who you 

are and believe all of this that has been noticed and experienced 

and reflected back to you, because what has been said is the core 

of who this congregation is. The core of who you are.   Forget about 

what you don’t have. Keep living out of your multitude of strengths.  

Because God has gifted you and you have been faithful.   Know 

that RJ is a gift to you but also that you are a gift to her.  You touch 

people.  Know it.  Believe it. Own it.  Because you are the body of 

Christ and God’s people need you.    

What has been said is that you are a congregation 

	 •	who	lives	out	the	concept	of	the	priesthood	of	all	believers,	

	 •		that	you	have	a	persistent	trust	in	God’s	provision,	

	 •	that	you	aim	to	love	one	another	across	differences,	

	 •	that	you	are	engaged	in	current	social	justice	learnings	and	 

  keep trying to apply those learnings to the world around you,

	 •		that	you	are	welcoming	and	hospitable,

	 •		that	you	love	and	value	music	as	part	of	your	worship	 

  experience, 

	 •	that	you	carry	one	another’s	burdens,	

	 •	that	you	are	intergenerational	and	should	continue	to	be	so	 

  proudly, 

	 •		that	your	garden	is	another	example	of	you	sharing	your	gifts	 

  with the world around you.  

Judy Watt 

April 15, 2018

In that same service Steve Pierce gave the charge to RJ.  The 

following is the complete text of that charge.

The word, “charge” has many meanings. This morning let’s think 

about two of these: ‘to ascribe responsibility for’ and to ‘supply with 

(electrical) energy.’

RJ, today is a special day for you and for this family of faith.  Our 

guiding scripture for the day is Paul’s ‘charge’ (instruction) to his 

mentee, Timothy, found in 2 Timothy 4:1-5.

Paul is charging Timothy “to preach the word, be prepared, correct, 

rebuke, encourage, and instruct.”   Paul knows that these tasks are 

going to take considerable energy for Timothy and for anyone else 

who is a ministry leader.

This morning you are being installed, put into a place of special 

pastoral leadership, over this family of faith as their pastor and 

ministry leader. The Presbytery of Chicago is enthusiastically 

endorsing this transition of leadership, empowering you to serve 

this people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love.

My charge to you is to manage your energy (physically, emotionally, 

and spiritually).  As in the message to the children, I illustrate 

this using this battery.  You well know that if you simply use and 

discharge a battery, in a short period of time it will lose its power to 

be effective, whether moving toy cars or moving you as a pastor.

Therefore, I encourage you, as you empower and lead this 

congregation as their pastor that you take time to re-charge 

yourself and maintain a healthy power level in your life.  To remind 

you of this, I give you these three much larger batteries.  Let’s say 

that these represent God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit, our source 

of Christian spiritual 

power.  I charge you to 

stay connected to each 

in some meaningful 

way, as each part of this 

Trinity can help you 

sustain the power and 

the strength you will 

need to serve here as 

pastor.

(RJ jokingly notes that 

these batteries are 

‘heavy duty.’  We laugh.)  

Kidding aside, the 

Trinity is a ‘heavy duty’ 

source of energy for 

you, for this church and 

for all God’s people.

In his words to Timothy, Paul reminds him that he, like you, must 

discharge his ministry with great patience and careful instruction.  

RJ, your charge is for the long haul of ministry here at the PCOP.  

Finally, like Paul, I charge you to “keep your head in all situations, 

endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the 

duties of your ministry.”  But always remember to be re-charged by 

the very sources of our spiritual power.

Blessings to you, your ministry and this church.

Steve Pierce 

April 15, 2018

I asked RJ how will she respond to this charge.  Her response is: My 

response is simple.  God has called me to PCOP to serve everyone 

as God’s people, not liberal people, not conservative people, but 

all God’s people, individual sinners, together seeking reconciliation 

to share the love of Jesus Christ together, serving each other 

and serving the world.  There will be ups and downs, joys and 

cont. on page 4
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disappointments, energized but at times 

discouraged.  But at all times, God is with 

us, reviving us, restoring us through the 

Holy Spirit within us.  This is us!  We have 

hearts open to God, and open to each other.  

Blessings to all, because I truly feel God’s 

blessing on my Call here!

Two very powerful charges.  Our charge 

is essentially to be who we are.  “God has 

gifted you and you have been faithful.   

Know that RJ is a gift to you but also that 

you are a gift to her.  You touch people.  

Know it.  Believe it. Own it.  Because you are 

the body of Christ and God’s people need 

you.” RJ’s charge is best summarized as “to 

serve this people with energy, intelligence, 

imagination, and love.”

The question that I keep asking myself is 

how can we help RJ live her charge?  The 

answer that keeps coming to mind is to 

participate.  We can help RJ stay energized 

by participating in the life of our church 

by attending church each Sunday. We can 

use our gifts of time, talent and financial 

resources to support the ministries and 

missions of our church.  We can grow in 

the spirit by supporting season teams, by 

attending adult education offerings, by 

attending exercise classes when offered 

and by staying after church for fellowship.  

As Judy Watt stated “we have great coffee 

hours.”

Please make the effort to attend church 

each and every Sunday.  We have much to 

offer.  Judy characterized our congregation 

in her charge.  Come see who we are and 

become part of that greatness. 

Elder Bruce Churchill

Stewardship...page 3

Mark 12:30-31 New International Version (NIV)

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with 

all your strength.” The second is this: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no commandment 

greater than these. 

Many have a very difficult time relating to words like “exercise, workout, fitness”.  These words 

seem like too much bother, unnecessary, or intimidating.  If we begin to have excuses to avoid 

physical strengthening, there is no end, and I will be addressing a few of them within coming 

months.

Why do you need to exercise?  It is God’s command.  In order to serve the Lord fully, we need to 

maintain physical health.  The word “health” is relevant for everyone.  For those who have been 

suffering from forms of illness, “health” can be another day of breath, getting up from bed, or being 

able to take a walk.  For those who do not have any particular illness, health can be “not sick”.  Health 

is simply self-care, and exercise is movement of a body to strengthen and enhance the self-care.

Taking care of ourselves is essential to being God’s servants. Too many of us are better at taking care of oth-

ers first while neglecting ourselves.  I’m always reminded of the images of airline safety direction - when oxygen masks 

are distributed, parents are directed to put on their mask first before putting a mask on their child. 

What is exercise?  It involves cardio, strengthening, and flexibility.  Cardio is a movement challenging our heart rate.  Our heart is a large 

muscle, and we can strengthen our heart with movements that are right for our individual physical abilities.  Strengthening can be done by 

engaging muscles with a variety of movements by using body weights or even soup cans.  And, flexibility is stretching in order to keep our 

bodies limber.

Self-care is to understand our body’s limitations, and challenge our bodies accordingly so we can take care of ourselves as well as others.  As 

your Pastor, my wish is for a healthy congregation in both body and Spirit.

Self Care – “Not for me!” 
By Rev RJ Kang

alternative would be 30 or more people 

with no shelter on Wednesday nights, we 

agreed. With careful planning, we were able 

to blend volunteers from both churches, 

prepare and serve dinner to up to 80 guests, 

and accommodate that number overnight 

for the last 6 weeks of the season. It was 

amazing to serve side by side with others 

having the same passion of caring for the 

marginalized and offering hospitality to all 

of God’s people.

Our commitment to serve through this 

ministry speaks to every part of our vision 

statement – hearing the Spirit’s call to create 

community and bring together all kinds of 

people; to offer words of hope, to provide 

food and shelter, nurture and comfort; to 

serve God by serving our neighbors. Serving 

the children who love to run and dance 

in the space of our fellowship hall, their 

parents who know they are safe here, those 

who come weekly to stay and whose names 

we know, and those who are new to us.  All 

are welcome and treated with respect and 

compassion. By grace we are able to extend 

a place of shelter, warmth, and safety to 

those who come to our door.

PADS.. page 2
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Garden ministry

May 19 was the official opening 

of the garden.  Although the 

temperature leading up to that 

day were cold, the temps the 

last two weeks have gone the 

opposite way and we now find 

ourselves having to water the 

plots early in the season. 

Some of the items planted 

this year include: tomatoes, 

lettuce, beans, Swiss chard, 

radishes, Brussel sprouts and so 

much more. The rhubarb will 

be harvested in the next two 

weeks and then radishes will be 

up next.  If you’re curious about 

how asparagus is grown, we 

have some out there too!

The produce that is harvested 

from our garden goes to the 

Palatine Food Pantry and is 

a welcome addition to the 

canned food that the guests at 

the pantry receive. Working in 

the garden is a wonderful way 

to help others and also have 

a little fun getting your hands 

dirty. Want to get involved… 

just let us know!

Pam Anderson, George Auer, 

Deanna Brown, Jinny Chieu, 

Robin Dillon, Jim Ekeberg, Jack 

Kang, Marge Pearson, Curt 

Peterson, Jim & Lyn Nawrot

My parents, however, didn’t seem to struggle with prayer.  They attended early Saturday morning prayers 

that began at 5:30am.  They arranged their schedules so they would not miss this prayer meeting.  Till 

this day, all Korean American churches that I know offer early Saturday morning prayer.  There are some 

that offer this early morning prayer throughout the week.

Prayer seemed awkward, and I didn’t know how to put words together.  I couldn’t bring my thoughts 

to pray with the “fancy” “religious” language that sounded important.  Later, I realized that prayer is an 

essential part of our faith and it can be done with simple language.   Now, I grasp every opportunity I 

have to pray.  I am grateful to God each and every time because no matter what and how I pray, God 

hears me.

Prayer saved my life, and brought me to new life.  During 

the worst time of my life, when I was separated from God, 

my parents’ prayers saved me and brought me back to 

God.  It is through prayer I was able to receive my call, and 

follow my call to ministry.  Just like anything in life, prayer 

gets better with practice.  Each and every time I pray, I 

know I am that much closer to God.

Prayer is my constant connection with God.  Prayer calms 

my Spirit and keeps me connected to the Spirit within 

me.  Prayer reminds me God is with me, and within me, and guides me in all situations.  When I pray, I am 

opening up myself up to God.  Let us all pray as a constant way of life, for God is with us by being within 

us.  Amen.

Prayer...page 1

PCUSA...page 1

The 223rd General Assembly 

(2018) will meet June 16-23 

in St. Louis, where the police 

shooting of unarmed black 

teenager Michael Brown in 

nearby Ferguson, Missouri 

in 2014 ignited a season of 

fierce community activism on 

matters of racism, poverty, 

and systemic injustice. The 

538 commissioners and 

more than 180 advisory 

delegates will take on 

matters of concern inside 

the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.), including a proposal 

to significantly raise General 

Assembly per capita and 

concerns about #MeToo in the 

church.

J. Herbert Nelson, the 

PC(USA)’s stated clerk, is 

encouraging Presbyterians 

to also look out at the world 

— particularly at a faith-

based response to structural 

inequity. The assembly’s 

theme is “Renewing the 

Vision: Kingdom Building 

for the 21st Century,” from 

Matthew 6:25-33 — and the 

business of the Assembly 

will range from addressing 

climate change to hopes for 

peace in Korea.

More information about the 

Assembly and issues / topics of 

discussion will be included in 

the bulletin on June 10. During 

General Assembly you may 

visit www.pres-outlook.org for 

assembly coverage. 

Kids Hope has had yet another 

successful year.  

Mentors met with their 

student weekly doing a variety 

of things – homework, making 

blankets, telling stories and 

sometimes playing games. 

Whatever happened during the 

hour the two spent together, it 

benefitted both. 

Sometimes we don’t see the 

change we are making in their 

lives. It often looks like nothing 

is changing. I can tell you all 

that is simply not true. I am in 

the office every week and talk 

with the support staff, some-

times the teachers and quite 

regularly, the principal or vice 

principal. They all confirm that 

the students are growing and 

improving.

Something that stuck with me 

from my training was to hold 

a year end event. This was to 

help the students and mentors 

say, “So long until the fall.” It 

also gave the prayer partners 

a chance to meet the students 

they pray for all year long. The 

first couple of years we held a 

pizza party for all involved. Last 

year, we arranged to go to the 

Brookfield Zoo for our year end 

party.  

This year, it was Medieval Times.  

What a party! There were only 

a few of us who had been there 

before, so it was great to see 

the excitement on the faces of 

those who had not. The kids 

were excited, and I am sure the 

adults were too. I received an 

email from the principal, Andy 

Tieman, letting me know that 

the students were still talk-

ing about the trip to Medieval 

Times two weeks after. If you 

looked at the bulletin board 

outside the office, you would 

have seen the notes of thanks 

from our students. 

We may not be a huge group, 

but we are a group who make a 

difference in a child’s life. Won’t 

you consider being a mentor or 

prayer partner, too?
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June 2018
8am Men’s Group 
@ Billy’s

8:30am Rummage 
Sale

8am Men’s Group @
Billy’s 
5:30pm Movie Night 
& Pot Luck Dinner

8am Men’s Group 
6pm Movie Night 

8am Men’s Group 

9am PW Board 
(lunch)

6:30pm PW 
Gathering  
(Elaine’s Home)

9am Choir 
10am Worship  
11:15am Fellowship 
11:30am Choir 
11:30am Adult Ed

9am Choir 
10am Worship  
11:15am Fellowship 
11:30am Choir

10am Worship  
11:15am Fellowship

10am Worship  
11:15am Fellowship

7pm Session

Visit us online at palatinepres.org 

9am-12pm Vacation Bible School
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we Pray for…
those attending the 

2018 General Assembly 

June 16 - 23

Janet Bedsole, as she 

begins a new series of 

treatments for cancer

an end to terrorism 

in our nation and 

throughout the world

those who have suffered 

loss as a result of 

natural disasters

an end to discrimination

all who are homeless

Denise Anderson 

and Jan Edmiston, 

Co-moderators of the 

222nd PC(USA) General 

Assembly

Sheila Ford, Jeff Kern, 

Lillian Grandt, Janet 

Bedsole, marge weld, 

Jim Ekeberg, 

Carol reagan, the 

Bastiani family, Judy 

Bovenmyer, Jack 

Bovenmyer, Van 

Brokaw, 

and Kathy Bradley for 

healing

peace in our hearts, 

our families, our 

communities, our nation 

& our world


