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A Purdue biologist William Muir was studying the productivity 
of chickens, with two groups central to the experiment. 
He chose a flock of chickens average in their productivity 
(measured by egg count) and left the group to itself for six 
generations.  He compared this to a group of “superchickens” 
-- the highest producing chickens put together into a flock, 
with the superstars among them leading the breeding, for six 
generations.

So what happened to productivity?  Surely, the superchickens 
ruled the roost, right?

The end of the study found that the average chicken group 
was plump, healthy, and with an increased level of output 
versus the first generation.  Among the superchicken group, 
only three were left alive. All the others were pecked to death.  
It turns out the superstar chickens reached such status by 
suppressing the other chickens. 

Like these chickens, the culture of the Roman empire was of 
competition - obsessed with status, domination over people, 
and land.  This competitiveness still remains in our current 
culture.   The disciples were influenced by this culture when 
they asked Jesus the question, ‘Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?’ Jesus knew that their view of “greatest” 
was idealized by human factors, and the question was about 
elevating their status over others.

So, in response to the disciple’s question, Jesus called a child 
nearby, whom he put among them, and said, “Whoever 
becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven. Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 
welcomes me.”

Children during the early centuries were powerless, vulnerable, 
and insignificant.  They were completely dependent on their 
caregivers for support and protection.  And, Jesus tells his 
disciples that they need to be like these children to be the 
greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Like a child, we need to completely rely on God.  Like a child, 
we need to respond to God with pure acceptance in faith 
without condition.  Like a child, we need to be blind to desires 
for power and status.  We need to be like a child and allow 
ourselves to be vulnerable to God.  Like a child, we need to love 
and follow the one who loves, and guides us, and according to 
Jesus, we will then be the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.

As we begin our Lenten journey, we need to trust in the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, and as we listen for the Word of 
God, let us contemplate in this journey to transform ourselves 
and recommit as God’s people from self-serving to the self-
giving way of the cross.  Amen.

RJ Kang

 
Matthew 18:1-5 “At that time the 
disciples came to Jesus and asked, 
‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven?’ He called a child, whom 
he put among them, and said, 
‘Truly I tell you, unless you change 
and become like children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Whoever becomes humble like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. Whoever welcomes one such 
child in my name welcomes me.”

Our lenten jOurney
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A Wrap-up From the epiphany team
We hope all experienced an “awakening of the spirit within you!” 

over the past nine weeks!  Opportunities came through worship 

along with 

Christian Education - Various members of PCOP led discussions 

from the book of Matthew on Jan. 13th, Feb. 3rd, 10th, 17th, Feb. 

24th and Mar. 3rd after the worship service. Tom Kenter, Anita Kern, 

Nancy Briggs, Kathy Ekeberg and Jack Kang did an excellent job 

of researching the scriptures for the classes.  Thank you teaching 

volunteers!

Mission - Palatine Food Pantry – Thank you to all who made 

donations for the Palatine Food Pantry.  It is very much appreciated.

Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) in Schaumburg – 25 people 

attended the food packing event on Feb. 15 and everyone felt that it 

was a good experience. Rev. RJ led us and others in prayer after our 

shift was done. Afterwards, we all went over to the Kenters to enjoy 

salad, pizza and dessert.  A gift of $225.00 will be given to FMSC, 

with donations of $126 coming from the congregation and the 

remainder coming out of the Epiphany team budget. 

Fellowship - The Chili potluck was held after the Annual Meeting on 

January 27th and members of the congregation brought in eleven 

chilis! Thank you for the delicious variety!  Approximately 54 people 

stayed for the potluck luncheon and enjoyed fellowship with one 

another.  It was deemed a success by the amount of food that came 

in and how long everyone stayed. Special mention, Bill Bedsole won 

the prize for best chili.  

On March 3rd, we enjoyed paczkis and special treats before the 

beginning of Lent.  Again, thank you to all who brought treats 

throughout the season!

Scout Sunday was Feb. 10th and the troop did an excellent job 

of ushering and presenting the children’s message. Our own Billy 

Bedsole greeted members at the door.

Thanks to all for a wonderful season!

Team Members: Nancy Briggs, Maggie Van Houten, Mary Kenter, Lyn 

Nawrot, Marge Pearson and consultants Betty Bruce and Frank Ford

73 
service hOurs repOrted FOr 

FebruAry
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147 
guests Were hOused in FebruAry 

thrOugh pAds

stewardship report
“You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under their feet.” Psalm 8:6 

We as stewards are responsible to God for protecting, preserving, and enjoying all that God has created. Stewardship is the taking care of 

the bounty that God has provided.

As stewards we are thankful for: 

As stewards we also pray for the financial health of PCOP with the following prayer.

Dear God,

We surrender our church financial affairs and concerns to you.  Please remove our worries, our anxieties and our fears and replace them with faith.  

We know and trust that our debts will be paid as funds flow into our church from the abundance of our faithful. We only need to look around to see 

proof of the abundance that you provide.

In this time of uncertain financial outcome, please be our rock and an oasis of grace and peace.  Help us to follow Your light into the darkness.  Help 

us to see Your will in all things and to show others Your comfort and strength.  Please help us to release our uncertainty about our church’s financial 

position and know that prosperity is possible.  We promise to manage your abundance, seeking your help when needed.

And finally, we ask that you help us to understand our purpose in life and to act on that purpose with courage and strength.  We know that 

prosperity will come, in part, from doing the work that we love.  Please help us to use our skills and knowledge to be of service in this world.

Thank you, God. Amen.

 The grace of God; 

The Gift of the Holy Spirit; 

The bounty that God has provided; 

Pastor RJ; 

The staff: Anita, Ingrid, Crystalyn; 

Elders; 

Deacons; 

Kids Hope mentors and prayer partners; 

PADS volunteers; 

Presbyterian Women; 

The Men’s group; 

Garden volunteers; 

Season Team volunteers; 

Liturgist, ushers, sound team, and counters; 

Members of PCOP; 

Visitors to PCOP; 

Renters

 
Those that are hospitalized and receiving treatment; 

Those that have suffered a loss; 

Healing; 

An end to terrorism; 

An end to discrimination; 

An end to homelessness; 

An end to violence in our schools, cities, country and 

world; 

An end to domestic violence; 

An end to poverty; 

Peace in our hearts, our families, our communities, our 

nation and our world.

As stewards we pray for:
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the united MethOdist church  
in the neWs!

The United Methodist Church has been in the news lately due 

to their adoption of a “Traditional” version in their Book of 

Discipline that affirms their stance against the ordination and 

marriage of members of the GLBTQ community: “The practice 

of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching. 

Therefore, self-avowed practicing homosexuals are not to be 

certified as candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to 

serve in The United Methodist Church.”

The “Traditional” amendment outvoted the “One Church Plan” 

that would have given authorization to each congregation to 

make their own decisions like PC(USA). 

PC(USA) has struggled with the issue of inclusion of GLBTQ 

community members for ordination and marriage in the past:

In 2010 the General Assembly approved an amendment that 

allows ordination of openly LGBTQ ministers at the discretion of 

individual presbyteries and sessions, essentially allowing each 

congregation the decision to ordain or not. The amendment 

was ratified in 2011, following approving votes from a majority 

of presbyteries.

In 2014, the General Assembly passed a measure that permits 

ministers and sessions (local church government), “to use their 

own discernment to conduct same-sex marriage ceremonies 

where allowed by law.” In addition, the General Assembly 

recommended an amendment to update the description of 

marriage in the denomination’s Book of Order so that it would 

no longer exclude same-sex couples. Effective June 2015, the 

amendment to the Book of Order updates the description 

of marriage as “a unique commitment between two people, 

traditionally a man and a woman.” The latter was added during 

debate of the amendment on the floor of the General Assembly 

out of respect to the denomination’s more conservative 

members.

At the 223rd General Assembly in St. Louis in June 2018, 

the Presbyterian Church (USA) voted unanimously on 

resolution clarifying the church’s position that “religious 

freedom is not a license for discrimination against any of God’s 

people, and cannot justify the denial of secular employment or 

benefits, healthcare, public or commercial services or goods, 

or parental rights to persons based on race, ethnicity, sex, 

gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion or gender 

expression.”

the difference between the united Methodist church and 

pc(usA) 

The biggest difference between the denominations is 

structural.  Methodists are hierarchical, with a Bishop in charge 

of the congregations, assigning ministers with set terms and 

rotations.  PC(USA) follows a congregational approach, giving 

each congregation authority to “call” their own pastor through 

a series of guidelines provided by the Presbytery (which 

consists of both clergy and lay members, both of whom may 

vote).  Therefore, each congregation has the flexibility to form 

their individual acceptance of traditional or open theological 

practices. 

This issue illustrates “top-down” vs. “congregational” differences 

since Presbyterians do not “require” same-sex unions, 

but rather “allow” congregations to permit such unions. 

Methodists have no such option even if a local congregation 

would approve of such.

Within a pc(usA) congregation, members of both 

traditional and open views can worship together.  this 

is true inclusion!  pc(usA) has widened the acceptance 

to all god’s people, but left the choice of acceptance 

to an individual’s beliefs.  therefore, people of faith in 

different places, both traditional and open, are able to 

worship together with mutual respect for each individual’s 

experiences in their faith journey.

Join Us!  Saturday, April 6 at 3 pm 
 

While We paint Wood signs and create something beautiful together 
hosted by the lent team and

Watch the entryWay for a sign up poster, coming soon!
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lent teAM 
March 6 – April 19 

Thy Kingdom Come for You

Worship 

The season of Lent is full of opportunities for rich and 

meaningful worship experiences!

Ash Wednesday, March 6, marked the beginning of Lent, a 46 

day season of fasting and prayer prior to Easter Sunday.   

St. Patrick’s Day worship, 10:00 a.m. March 17, will feature 

special music you won’t want to miss! Don’t forget to wear 

GREEN!

Palm Sunday, 10:00 a.m. April 14, we will observe the triumphal 

entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. Our offerings to One Great Hour 

of Sharing will be dedicated during worship.

Maundy Thursday, 7:00 p.m. April 18, we will commemorate the 

disciples’ last meal with Jesus as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

Good Friday, 7:00 p.m. April 19, we will gather to reflect upon 

Jesus’ journey to the cross and his death.

Mission 

Our mission focus during the season of Lent is PC(USA)’s One 

Great Hour of Sharing Offering (OGHS). “Fish Banks” will be 

distributed this morning and will be collected and dedicated 

on Palm Sunday, April 14. Additional banks will be available 

throughout the season.

We are also collecting essentials for Journeys the Road Home 

which oversees PADS shelter sites and provides a day center for 

homeless individuals. Items needed include adult size boots, 

men’s and women’s underwear, men’s t-shirts, laundry soap, 

and baby food. You may place your donations in designated 

baskets in the entryway and narthex.

Special offerings collected on Ash Wednesday and Maundy 

Thursday will be designated for Feed My Starving Children 

(FMSC) and One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) respectively.

christian education 

Plan to join us in the library as we examine the prayer that 

Jesus taught us in Breaking down the Lord’s Prayer following 

worship on March 10, 24, and April 14. Discussion will be led by 

Maggie Van Houten.

Fellowship 

Here’s Your Sign  

Saturday, April 6 

Please join us on Saturday, April 6, from 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

to create beautiful signs that you will be able to display 

in your home. Our own Jess Bedsole of Sparkles & Crafts 

(sparklesandcrafts.com) will lead us in creating these signs.  

What will this cost you? naada……, Nothing….., not one thin 

dime. We do ask, however, that you sign up on the poster you’ll 

find in the entryway.  The Lent Team will provide bountiful tasty 

treats to enjoy while you are working.   Parents, please feel free 

to bring your children and you can work with them to create a 

beautiful design as a family project. 

 

Maundy thursday dinner 

April 18  5:30 p.m.     

The Lent Team will be providing dinner prior to the Maundy 

Thursday worship service. Be sure to sign up to attend on the 

poster in the entryway!

Spiritual Fitness Classes 

Join Pastor RJ for weekly 

“Spiritual Fitness” classes in 

the Cosby Room on  

Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.  

Child care is available on request with one week notice.

Do you feel tension on your neck, shoulders, and upper 

back?  The reason these muscles feel tension is because we 

have a bad habit of closing our hearts (physically).

One of side effects of having weak core muscles is we 

allow our shoulders to close in, rounding our back, jutting 

our chin, closing our hearts.  This constant habitual move 

tightens the chest muscles, placing all the strain on our 

neck, shoulders, and upper back.

Yes, strengthening our core is crucial.  In the meantime, 

stretch your chest muscle by opening your heart.  

 1. Sit up tall with tail bone slightly tucked to relieve 

lower back stress.

 2. Open your arms out, wide, extending throughout 

your finger-tips, with palms facing back.

 3. Make sure your shoulders are down!

 4. Press your arms back, bringing your shoulder blades 

together, opening your heart. (With an exhale).

 5. Repeat at least 3 times.

MArch heAlth
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8am Men’s Group

8am Men’s Group @
Billy’s

7p Bible, Beer & Bros 
(Kenters)

8am Men’s Group

8am Men’s Group

8am Men’s Group

7pm Deacons

7pm Stewardship

7pm Session

9:30a Spiritual 
Fitness

9:30a Spiritual 
Fitness

9:30a Spiritual 
Fitness

9:30a Spiritual 
Fitness

7p Ash Wednesday 
Worship 
7p PADS

9:30a PW Board 
7p PADS

9a Grace Circle 
7p Rebecca Circle 
7p PADS

9a Choir 
10a Worship  
11:15a Fellowship 
11:30a Choir 
11:30a Adult Ed 
7:30p ALPHA

9a Choir 
10a Worship 
11:15a Fellowship 
11:30a Choir 
11:30a Adult Ed

9a Choir 
10a Worship 
11:15a Fellowship 
11:30a Choir 
7:30p ALPHA

9a Choir 
10a Worship 
11:15a Fellowship 
11:30a Choir 
7:30p ALPHA

9a Choir 
10a Worship 
11:15a Fellowship 
11:30a Choir  
11:30a Adult Ed
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We pray for…
nancy chierico, who 

was hospitalized last 

week

betty bruce, who is 

under hospice care at 

lutheran home

janet bedsole, 

undergoing treatment 

for cancer

an end to terrorism 

in our nation and 

throughout the world

those who have suffered 

loss as a result of 

natural disasters

an end to discrimination 

 

 

vilmarie cintrón-Olivieri 

and cindy Kohlmann, 

co-Moderators of the 

223rd  pc(usA) general 

Assembly

jinny chieu, Marge 

Weld, jim ekeberg, the 

bastiani family, 

judy bovenmyer, 

jack bovenmyer, van 

brokaw, and Kathy 

bradley for healing

peace in our hearts, our 

families, our 

communities, 

our nation & 

our world


