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As we celebrate new members coming into 

our community this month, I want to take 

this time to reflect on church membership…

According to PCUSA Book of Order F 1.03:   

 Unity is God’s gift to the Church in Jesus 

Christ. Just as God is one God and  Jesus 

Christ is our one Savior, so the Church is one 

because it belongs to its  one Lord, Jesus 

Christ. The Church seeks to include all people 

and is never  content to enjoy the benefits of 

Christian community for itself alone. There  is 

one Church, for there is one Spirit, one hope, 

“one Lord, one faith, one  baptism, one 

God and Father of all, who is above all and 

through all and in  all” (Eph. 4:5–6). 

It is common in today’s churches that 50% of 

church members attend worship or are active 

in their church.  Our church reflects that 

statistic. Throughout the country, there is a 

clearly expressed concern about the concept 

of church membership.

We have had people who became a member 

in the past for one reason or another and 

never showed up afterwards.  There were 

members who left as a convenient option 

due to conflict or personal dissatisfaction.  

There are members who contribute only with 

per capita just to maintain their name on the 

membership list without participating in any 

form.

One question we ask and affirm in being 

received into membership is:  “Will 

you be a faithful member of this PCOP 

congregation, share in its worship and 

mission through your prayers and gifts, 

your study and service, and so fulfill your 

calling to be a disciple of Jesus Christ?  I 

will, with God’s help.”

In 1 Corinthians Paul doesn’t say the 

church is like a body. He says the 

church is a body. The phrase he uses 

to describe individual connectedness 

is that we are “members of the body.”  

Membership is often misunderstood, 

misapplied or not applied at all.  When 

one loses a part of the body such as a 

finger, it is dismembered.  When one 

is separated from the community they 

joined, becoming a part of the body, not 

only is that member “dismembered”, but 

the body has been “dismembered” as well.  

It is a tragic loss for everyone!

Let us all reflect upon how we are 

part of the body in this community – 

promising to love and support each 

other remembering that we are brought 

together by our faith in Jesus Christ.  

Amen.

The Price of Church Membership (Part I)

Spirit Sightings 
Presbyterian Church of Palatine

November 2018

By RJ Kang

 
PC(USA) 101
Church Officers: Deacons and Elders

As we begin seeking officers to serve the next term, below is 

how Elders and Deacons are defined in the PCUSA Book of 

Order.

G-2.02 DEACONS: THE MINISTRY OF COMPASSION AND 

SERVICE  

G-2.0201 Deacon Defined  

The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of  

 

compassion, witness, and service, sharing in the redeeming 

love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the 

lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust 

policies or structures, or anyone in distress. Persons of 

spiritual character, honest repute, exemplary lives, brotherly 

and sisterly love, sincere compassion, and sound judgment 

should be chosen for this ministry. 

PCOP DEACONS ARE ASKED TO CONTACT THEIR PARISH 

MEMBERS VIA PHONE, EMAIL, VISITS, CARDS AND/OR 

LETTERS EVERY 60 DAYS AND INFORM THE PASTOR OF ANY  
cont. page 5
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HArveST 1 
Sept 9-Oct 20

“As for me and my household, we will serve the 

Lord.” Joshua 24:15

-- $326 was collected from the Peace 

Offering; 25% earmarked for local needs

-- A $100 donation was made to KANWIN 

(Korean American Women In Need) using 

our Peace Offering local monies

-- A big thank you to everyone that shared 

a favorite recipe on World Communion 

Sunday.  It reminded us that we all come 

together as family around the Lord’s table.

-- A car-load of food and household items 

was brought over to WINGS—thank you, 

Lyn!

Your generous donations help victims of 

domestic violence with daily needs while 

they look to build a new future. We thank 

our Korean congregation for sharing in this 

very important mission project with us!

 

In the Brief Statement of Faith that was 

recited each week during the Season, we 

affirmed that “we trust in one triune God 

whom alone we worship and serve.”  Thank 

you PCOP for all that you do in the name of 

our Lord! 

 

Harvest I members are: Mary Kenter, Bev Auer, 

Jane Hollander, Lyn Nawrot, Nancy Briggs and 

Consultant Kathy Ekeberg

HArveST 2 2018 
October 21 – December 1

We are found by Grace, 

We are fed by Grace, 

so We follow by Grace.

Threaded through the narrative 

lectionary Old Testament scripture 

readings for the season of Harvest 2, 

God’s Grace is evident. In the midst of 

injustice, suffering, fear, and greed, the 

Grace of God was ever present and just 

like us, God’s people were found by Grace, 

fed by Grace, and they followed by Grace.

The season of Harvest 2 is well 

underway! 

Worship 

On November 11 we will celebrate 

Giving Sunday, sharing our 

commitments of treasure by making 

a monetary dedication and time by 

signing up to serve on season teams. 

To witness God’s Grace through our 

presence and work, throughout the 

season we are hearing from community 

groups which are impacted by PCOP 

and our ministries. 

Special Music during the season is 

featuring instrumentalists Madison 

Kang, Bill Bedsole, Chris Canedy, 

Jonathan Boyer, and John Baumgart. 

The Lord’s Supper by intinction will be 

celebrated on November 4 (including 

home communion), 11, and 18.

We hope you will continue to join us for 

adult Christian Education as we take an 

in depth look at each week’s scripture 

lesson. Classes follow worship and are 

led by Maggie Van Houten. 

Our children are continuing with 

weekly lessons from PC(USA)’s Growing 

in Grace and Gratitude curriculum.

Palatine Township’s Thanksgiving 

Basket program is the mission focus 

of H2. This program assists under-

resourced families in our community 

by providing them with all of the 

ingredients needed to prepare a 

traditional Thanksgiving dinner. We 

have committed to providing five 

baskets and you can help by donating 

any of a number of suggested items. 

Look for a poster in the entryway 

and sign up to provide one or several 

ingredients for our baskets. Donations 

will be accepted through Sunday, 

November 11.

We are also supporting Prevent Aids 

Africa (PAA) by raising awareness of the 

organization and the work they do.

Serving Opportunities:  

Please see the signup sheets in the 

entryway where you can share your 

time & talents this season. We are in 

need of ushers, liturgists, & welcome 

center staffing.

We also invite you to share a sweet or 

savory treat for fellowship after worship 

each Sunday and H2 will provide the 

beverages. Harvest 2 Team~ Judy & 

George Craig, Sheila & Frank Ford, Judy 

Lundeen, Anita Kern

156 
ServICe HOUrS 
rePOrTed fOr 

OCTOBer
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November 11th is Giving Sunday. Have you filled out the 2019 

Giving Card and turned it in to be counted on Giving Sunday, 

November 11th? If not, please bring it to church on Sunday and put 

it in the offering plate or, mail it to the church office, or, send your 

giving commitment directly to Linda Baumgart.  Linda’s contact 

information is:

Linda Baumgart, 975 Colony Lane, Hoffman Estates, IL 60192 

(847) 705-7285 | financial@palatinepres.com

As you prayerfully discern how much you will give to our church, 

PCOP, in 2019, please read and think about Proverbs 12:24-25.

 24 One man gives freely, yet gains even more. 25Another withholds 

unduly, but comes to  poverty. A generous man will prosper; he who 

refreshes others will himself be refreshed. 

 

Our cultural belief is that material possessions are very important, 

and if the advertisers are right, you never have enough or you 

need the newer, better model. Here God is telling us that if we are 

generous and share our possessions, our time and our energy to 

help others, we will become richer.   Please give generously to our 

church.  Our collective gifts help many in our community and our 

world.  It is through our helping others that our lives are enriched.

If you have not received a giving card, please use this one. Cut it out 

send it in so that your gift can be counted on Giving Sunday. 

Thank you.

The Stewardship Team:  Frank, Tom, George, Linda, Bruce and RJ

 

 

CAllInG All BAkerS

PW COOkIe WAlk
SATUrdAy 

 deCeMBer 8, 2018
9AM-??

is

The

Please sign up if you love to bake!
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dOMeSTIC vIOlenCe  
By Jane Hollander

Because the Harvest 1 team chose domestic violence awareness 

as their mission, we were delighted to have Ji Hye Chang of Kan-

Win give us a presentation about their program which serves the 

unique problems of immigrants experiencing  domestic abuse.  

Interestingly enough, she was pleased to be able to address a 

church community as she sees them as safe havens for survivors 

and welcomes the opportunity to interest them in getting 

involved.  

Kan-Win originally focused on immigrant Korean women but 

while they still mostly serve Asians, they have expanded the 

programs to include children and men from many  ethnicities 

using as many as six hundred different languages.  They have 

offices in Chicago and Park Ridge but have clients throughout 

the entire Chicago and suburban areas, including Palatine.  

Because of their ability to communicate in so many different 

languages, they receive calls from all over the country seeking 

help.

Some of the unusual barriers of Immigrants experiencing 

domestic violence are language, racism, fear of police, cultural 

beliefs and worries about immigration status.

The Harvest 1 team urges you all to visit Kan-Win.org to learn 

more about their services to this particular population who are 

enduring violence in their lives.

GArden MInISTry  
By Lyn Nawrot

Many thanks to the dedicated volunteers on this ministry 

that have spent countless hours working the plots this past 

season. Because of your hard work, we were able to help supply 

the Palatine Food Pantry fresh produce for their guests on a 

continuing basis.  And, thank you to the members of PCOP who 

help support this ministry by supporting the church so that we 

have the plots and water to grow the produce.

The garden has officially taken a rest for the winter!  On the day 

we closed the garden, we harvested six large stalks of Brussel 

sprouts to go over to the Food Pantry.  The people at the Pantry 

were thrilled to get the heavy stalks as their fresh produce was 

low that day. 

We were excited (and relieved) that the members of the Csik 

Hago School & Scouts stepped up and helped us clean up the 

garden so that we could get the plots ready for winter. Thank 

you Csik Hago for your hard work that day, it was very much 

appreciated!  

We are thankful for this ministry! If this is something you might 

be interested in being a part of, please talk to one of us.  We’d 

love to help you get your hands dirty!

Garden Ministry Team is Pam Anderson, George Auer, Deanna 

Brown, Jinny Chieu, Jim Ekeberg, Jack Kang, Marge Pearson, Curt 

Peterson, Jim & Lyn Nawrot

nOveMBer fITneSS 
By RJ Kang

Setting Goals: 

For the past two weeks, I have been challenging myself as well as 

those who attend the Tuesday morning Spiritual Fitness classes to 

do a certain number of push-ups and lunges every day.  This is not 

to reach a certain physical fitness level, but to challenge ourselves 

to set goals and establish habits to pursue health and fitness. The 

beginning days were the most difficult as our bodies needed to 

adjust to the rigors of routine exercises we were not used to doing.  

However, now that our bodies have acclimated to the routine, we 

are well on our way to the three week mark when we will have 

established the exercises as habit.

I’ve also asked our congregation to join me in doing a breathing 

exercise upon opening our eyes every morning.  The first three days of practice are the most difficult as our lungs need to adjust and 

our bodies need to acclimate to the increased blood flow.  But you will notice the ease of deeper breathing on the fourth day as you 

clear your air passage and loosen muscles that have stiffened up during the night.  To establish habit, this exercise needs to be done as 

a regular routine for three weeks.  Afterwards, most of you may not need a reminder for your body will retain memory and the habit of 

deep breathing will form.

Both of these exercises are designed to promote health as we acknowledge that prevention is the best practice in maintaining health!

SPIrITUAl fITneSS 
IS BACk!

JOIn US TUeSdAy MOrnInGS AT 9:30
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PAdS 2018-2019 
Public Action to Deliver Shelter - Behind the Scenes

So what goes into providing food and shelter each Wednesday 

evening here at PCOP?

First, there’s the PCOP PADS Leadership Team. 

 Serving as volunteer Coordinators are Elaine Schmucker and 

Pam Anderson. Elaine solicits volunteers to cover each shift every 

Wednesday – 4 people for set-up & serve and 2 people for each 

of the 3 overnight shifts. She also makes reminder phone calls 

to ensure that no one forgets that they have signed up to serve. 

Pam makes up the volunteer roster and emails it to all who will be 

working a shift on a given night. Her email also includes pertinent 

information for the volunteers regarding each shift.

 food Coordinators Barbara Churchill, Jan Anderson, Sue 

Rudnick, and Allison Paradise & Mark Kling take turns each week 

running the kitchen. They arrive around 5:00pm on Wednesdays 

to get the kitchen organized, get the ovens heating, and 

supervise the set-up and serve team members when they arrive. 

The coordinators stay until all guests & volunteers have been 

served dinner and the kitchen is clean.

 Our Supply Coordinators, Wayne Mroz & Pam Anderson, ensure 

we have everything needed to operate each week, from sack 

lunch and breakfast items to condiments and emergency rations 

like pasta and jars of sauce should we run short of dinner items. 

Wayne oversees inventory and replenishment of items, and Pam 

comes each week to restock the carts needed to prepare sack 

lunches and breakfast.

 Tom Kenter, Pam Anderson, Wayne Mroz, and Anita Kern rotate 

as Site directors each week. They are charged with making 

certain the site is properly set up for the evening and that all goes 

smoothly as guests arrive, register, and settle in. You might say 

that they are in “the buck stops here” position for the beginning 

portion of the evening. 

 

Partner churches Countryside Unitarian, St. Philip’s Episcopal, 

St. Nectarios Greek, St. Theresa Catholic, and Prince of Peace 

Lutheran rotate providing dinner each week. Food Coordinators 

at each church are given menus and recipes which they use to 

solicit members to prepare or purchase dinner items. A typical 

meal consists of green and fresh fruit salads, a home cooked 

entrée, a starch, 2 vegetables, and bread. Dessert is always the 

guest favorite – ice cream sundaes. A pan of macaroni and cheese 

is always on hand for children. It is typical for 20 members of one 

of our partner churches to be involved in preparing dinner for an 

evening.

Items for breakfast and sack lunches are provided by PCOP 

members who keep us supplied with sandwich bread, lunchmeat, 

cheese, individual bags of chips and cookies, fresh fruit, juice 

boxes, breakfast breads, eggs, milk, and juice.

And finally, our Shift Volunteers make it possible to serve as a 

PADS site. Volunteers come from within our congregation and 

outside, and on any given night/morning there are 20 people 

who give of their time to provide a safe, warm place for our guests 

to stay. Many volunteers have been faithful to this ministry for 

years, falling into bed at 3:00am after working 2nd shift once 

a month, or setting their alarms to wake them in time for the 

3:00am – 7:00am 3rd shift.  St. Viator High School students arrive 

at 6:00am to do clean-up, and the adults who accompany them 

complete our volunteer list. 

That is a look at what it takes to operate as a shelter each week. 

We are blessed to have the support and involvement of so many 

here at PCOP and in our community and we are always looking 

for more volunteers! Please contact Elaine Schmucker if you are 

interested (847-776-5816). 

2018 – 2019  PADS Leadership Team 

Tom Kenter, Anita Kern, Barbara Churchill, Jan Anderson,  

Elaine Schmucker, Pam Anderson, Wayne Mroz, Sue Rudnick,  

Allison Paradise, Mark Kling

 

CONCERNS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. 

G-2.0301 Ruling Elder Defined  

As there were in Old Testament times elders for the 

government of the people, so the New Testament 

church provided persons with particular gifts to share 

in discernment of God’s Spirit and governance of God’s 

people. Accordingly, congregations should elect persons of 

wisdom and maturity of faith, having demonstrated skills 

in leadership and being compassionate in spirit. Ruling 

elders are so named not because they “lord it over” the 

congregation (Matt. 20:25), but because they are chosen by 

the congregation to discern and measure its fidelity to the 

Word of God, and to strengthen and nurture its faith and 

life. Ruling elders, together with ministers of the Word and 

Sacrament (teaching elders), exercise leadership,  

government, spiritual discernment, and discipline and have 

responsibilities for the life of a congregation as well as the 

whole church, including ecumenical relationships. When 

elected by the congregation, they shall serve faithfully as 

members of the session. When elected as commissioners to 

higher councils, ruling elders participate and vote with the 

same authority as ministers of the Word and Sacrament, and 

they are eligible for any office. 

THE ELDERS OF PCOP ATTEND A SESSION MEETING EVERY 

3RD TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH.

PC(USA) cont...
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SeASOn TeAMS 
2019!

Over the past 4 years+ of using the Seasonal Structure, we 

have seen God do amazing things. We’ve grown in our un-

derstanding of scripture and worship, deepened friendships, 

and learned about our community’s needs. We have watched 

in awe as the Spirit revealed gifts we didn’t know we had. We 

have followed the Spirit’s lead down a variety of paths, and 

each one brought us closer to Christ one way or another. We 

have more energy and excitement than ever—it shows!

It’s time to sign up for 2019 Season Teams! You too can join in 

the study, creativity, mission, and fellowship that is a Season 

Team. It’s a chance to work with people you might not know 

well, deepen your spiritual life and church experience, and 

make your voice and the ideas God has given you heard. 

As you make your financial gift commitment for next year, 

please also prayerfully consider pledging the gifts of your time 

and energy. We need both of these kinds of resources in order 

to do the ministry God calls us to here in this place! 

*What is the Seasonal Structure? Built around the liturgical 

calendar, there are 8 Seasons -  

Harvest 1, Harvest 2, Advent/Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, 

Pentecost 1, Pentecost 2. Each Season has its own team, start-

ing with several weeks of planning and approximately 5-9 

weeks of implementation. Each team begins with Bible Study 

of the scripture passages for the Season following the Narrative 

Lectionary and from there, a theme emerges. The scripture and 

theme guide all of the work of the team in all facets of the life 

of the Church (Worship, Education, Mission, Fellowship, Stew-

ardship, Outreach) for the entire 6-8 weeks of the Season.

*What do the teams look like? Teams are comprised of 5-10 

members. Teams may also have one or two consultants, who 

attend the planning meeting to study/create, but are not able 

to do the work of implementing for one reason or another. 

Teams can be intergenerational and can include entire families.

*Why do we do church this way? Short-term teams mean 

more people can be involved without making year-long com-

mitments. The work of each Season begins with Bible study, 

and scripture is the focal point for all that we do. Session and 

Deacons can concentrate on the work they were meant to 

do—administration of the church resources and pastoral care 

of its members. The entire congregation has a hands-on oppor-

tunity to plan and implement the ministries of the church with 

less risk of burnout. Our staff helps the teams bring meaning-

ful and awesome faith experiences to the congregation. Every 

season brings new encounters with God & new blessings from 

the Spirit!

*How do I participate? On Sunday November 11, when we 

dedicate our financial giving for the coming year, we will also 

dedicate our giving of time and talent. You may sign up for up 

to 2 teams per year, as long as they are at least 2 seasons apart. 

For instance: If you sign up for the Lent Team, you can’t have 

been on Advent 2018 nor Epiphany, and you may not also sign 

up for Easter or Pentecost 1. Having two seasons in between 

each time you serve ensures no overlap in planning/implemen-

tation of different seasons, as well as guarding us from burn-

out and from one person doing everything. You must attend 

the planning meeting in order to be on the team. Please check 

your calendar to be sure you’ll be here before you sign up. ☺

*What if I can’t do the work of being on a team but I still want 

to participate? You can be a Consultant! Team Consultants at-

tend the planning meeting at the beginning of the season, and 

then can decide how to be involved as the season progress-

es—offering input, praying behind the scenes, etc. This is a 

great way for those who don’t have the means to be on a team 

(energy, driving, physical limitations, etc.) to have a part and a 

voice in the life of the church during a season.

epiphany –Scripture readings from 

Matthew 2: 1 – 17: 8 

The light has come into the world, and 

the darkness did not overcome it. Christ 

is revealed in many ways! This season 

includes the Annual Meeting. 

Planning meeting: November 18, 2018 

Season: January 6-March 5

lent –Scripture readings from Mat-

thew 18: 1 – 27: 61 

We journey toward the cross, seeking 

God’s will. (Includes Holy Week) 

Planning meeting: January 13;  

Holy Week Planning Meeting March 17 

Season: March 6-April 20

easter –Scripture readings from Mat-

thew,  Acts, Romans  

Christ is Alive! We are Resurrection 

People! (Includes Holy Week) 

Planning meeting: March 3;  

Holy Week Planning Meeting March 17 

Season: April 21-June 8

Pentecost 1 –Scripture readings from 

Acts 2: 1-4 and the Psalms 

The Holy Spirit is moving! 

Planning meeting: April 28 

Season: June 9-July 20

Pentecost 2 –Scripture readings from 

Hebrews 

We grow with God.  

This season includes Labor Day. 

Planning meeting: June 9 

Season: July 21-September 7 

Harvest 1 –Scripture readings from 

Genesis, Exodus, Deuteronomy, and 

Ruth 

We come together to hear God’s story yet 

again, from the beginning. 

Planning meeting: July 22 

Season: September 9-October 20 (5 

weeks)

Harvest 2 –Scripture readings from 2 

Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, Hosea, Isaiah 

We give thanks for God’s generous pro-

viding. This season includes the steward-

ship pledge campaign. 

Planning meeting: September 8 

Season: October 20-November 30

Advent/Christmas –Scripture read-

ings from Jeremiah, Isaiah, and Luke 

We await Christ’s incarnation yet again, 

making room & preparing the way. 

Includes Christmas Eve. 

Planning meeting: October 6 

Season: December 1-January 4

To what season is God calling you?
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november 2018
8am Men’s Group 
@ Billy’s

8am Men’s Group

8am Men’s Group

8am Men’s Group7pm Joint Deacon/
Session

9:30a Spiritual 
Fitness  
7pm Stewardship

9:30a Spiritual 
Fitness

9:15a PW Board 
7p PADS

9:15a Grace Circle 
7p Rebecca Circle 
7p PADS

7p PADS

7p PADS

9a Choir 
10a Worship/
Communion  
11:15a Fellowship 
11:30a Choir

9a Choir 
10a Worship/
Communion  
11:15a Fellowship 
11:30a Choir 
11:30a Adult Ed 
7p ALPHA Ministry

9a Choir 
10a Worship /
Communion  
11:15a Fellowship 
11:30a Adult Ed 
11:30a Choir 

9a Choir 
10a Worship/
Communion  
11:15a Fellowship 
11:30a Choir 
11:30a Adult Ed 
7p ALPHA Ministry

Visit us online at palatinepres.org 

Commitment Sunday

Office ClosedOffice Closed Office Closed

7

We Pray for…
Betty Bruce, recovering 

at home

refugees

linda Baumgart 

and Janet Bedsole, 

undergoing treatment 

for cancer

and end to terrorism 

in our nation and 

throughout the world

those who have suffered 

loss as a result of 

natural disasters

an end to discrimination

all who are homeless

vilmarie Cintron-Olivieri 

and Cindy kohlmann, 

Co-Moderators of the 

223rd PC(USA) General 

Assembly

Jinny Chieu, Bev 

May, Marge Weld, 

kim eckberg, the 

Bastiani family, Judy 

Bovenmeyer, van 

Brokaw, and kathy 

Bradley for healing

peace in our hearts, our 

families, our 

communities, 

our nation and 

our world


