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Let me give you a new command: Love one 

another. In the same way I loved you, you 

love one another. This is how everyone will 

recognize that you are my disciples—when 

they see the love you have for each other.  John 

13:34-35 The Message (MSG)

PCOP is a loving community. This is evident 

when we observe the way we interact with 

each other. The PCOP community shows 

love through caring for those in need. PCOP 

is a God-loving community. We know that 

we are all disciples of Christ, with love for 

one another as John commands us to do. 

However, love is more than just emotion - it 

is action. The action involving love is to be 

practiced with each other and beyond each 

other as an everyday exercise. In everything 

in life, we are to “Let the same mind be in 

you that was in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 2:5  

(NRSV)

As disciples, we are committed to God and 

to our church.  For our community to grow, 

we need to commit to serve the world by 

inviting those we know who do not have a 

faith community to join us.  Everyone wants 

to belong to a body, and everyone wants 

to be relevant.  The struggle is to show our 

welcome to others without expectations.  

God will open up the hearts of those who are 

seeking when we open ourselves to invite 

them to come.  This invitation can range from 

a simple greeting to bold and courageous 

statements of “please come and join us for 

worship”.

Have courage knowing God is with us and 

God is at work in our community.  This 

month we will receive 11 new members into 

our faith community.  We are a growing, 

affirming, and loving community.  We, as 

the body of PCOP, need to commit to 

supporting all of our ministries and 

activities and extending invitations 

outside of what is familiar, allowing God 

to do the rest.

1Corinthians:3-7 (The Message) 

If I give everything I own to the poor and 

even go to the stake to be burned as a 

martyr, but I don’t love, I’ve gotten nowhere. 

So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and 

what I do, I’m bankrupt without love. Love 

never gives up. 

Love cares more for others than for self. 

Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. 

Love doesn’t strut, 

Doesn’t have a swelled head, 

Doesn’t force itself on others,  

Isn’t always “me first,” 

Doesn’t fly off the handle, 

Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, 

Doesn’t revel when others grovel, Takes 

pleasure in the flowering of truth, Puts up 

with anything, 

Trusts God always, 

Always looks for the best, 

Never looks back, 

But keeps going to the end. 
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HarvesT 1 
Sept 9-Oct 20

• H1 kicked off fall with a potluck! We 

thank everyone who brought a dish! There 

was plenty of good food and we had an 

opportunity to rededicate for a new year of 

service and fellowship.

• Two Inquirers classes were held for 11 

prospective new members. We are so glad 

to be welcoming new members to our 

church family.

• We commissioned our Kids Hope mentors 

and prayer partners as they start a new 

school year! We are thankful for all those 

who give their time to mentor and pray for 

students from Winston school. We pray that 

this program makes a difference in the lives 

of each student involved. 

• Items have been collected for WINGS 

(Women In Need Growing Stronger).  We 

will continue collecting throughout the 

Harvest 1 season. Thank you to everyone 

who has contributed.

• The PADS program is gearing up. 

Volunteers were commissioned and are 

ready for a new year of serving our guests.

• Oct 7th is World Communion Sunday. For 

fellowship hour on this Sunday, everyone is 

invited to bring a treat/dish to share from 

their heritage to celebrate our Christian 

family around the world.

• Oct 14th will be a Domestic Violence 

Awareness program following worship. Ji 

Hye Kim, KAN-WIN Associate Director, will 

share information from Korean American 

Women In Need and Pastor Kang will also 

lead a portion of the program. A light lunch 

will be offered.

• The Peace and Global Witness offering will 

be collected on Sunday, October 7th.  How 

fitting that we promote peace around the 

world on World Communion Sunday!

• You are invited to sign up for daily Season 

of Peace reflection emails at  http://info.

pcusa.org/h/i/E9FDF6BBFA7ACFCD 

We continue to be awed at how God uses 

ordinary people to do extraordinary things!  

He is doing that very thing at PCOP!

 

Harvest I members are: Mary Kenter, Bev Auer, 

Jane Hollander, Lyn Nawrot, Nancy Briggs and 

Consultant Kathy Ekeberg

HarvesT 2 2018 
October 21 – December 1

We are found by Grace, 

We are fed by Grace, 

so We follow by Grace.

Threaded through the narrative 

lectionary Old Testament scripture 

readings for the season of Harvest 2, 

God’s Grace is evident. In the midst of 

injustice, suffering, fear, and greed, the 

Grace of God was ever present and just 

like us, God’s people were found by Grace, 

fed by Grace, and they followed by Grace.

Worship during Harvest 2 will include 

the reception of new members on 

October 21. On November 11 we will 

celebrate Giving Sunday, sharing our 

commitments of treasure by making 

a monetary dedication, and time by 

signing up to serve on season teams. 

To witness God’s Grace through our 

presence and work, throughout the 

season we will hear from community 

groups which are impacted by PCOP 

and our ministries.

The Lord’s supper by intinction will be 

celebrated on November 4 (including 

home communion), 11, and 18.

Christian education for adults during 

Harvest 2 will feature a more in depth 

look at each week’s scripture lesson. 

Classes will follow worship and will be 

led by Maggie Van Houten. (No class 

November 4). 

On November 4 we hope you will 

join us as we welcome Lisa Longo, 

Presbyterian Foundation Ministry 

Relations Officer, who will speak to 

us about creating and celebrating a 

culture of generosity. Lunch will be 

served.

Our children will continue with weekly 

lessons from PC(USA)’s Growing in 

Grace and Gratitude curriculum.

Palatine Township’s Thanksgiving 

Basket program will be the mission 

focus of H2. This program assists 

under-resourced families in our 

community by providing them with all 

of the ingredients needed to prepare 

a traditional Thanksgiving dinner. We 

have committed to providing five 

baskets and you can help by donating 

any of a number of suggested items. 

Look for a poster in the entryway 

and sign up to provide one or several 

ingredients for our baskets. Donations 

will be accepted through Sunday, 

November 11.

We are also supporting Prevent Aids 

Africa (PAA) by raising awareness of the 

organization and the work they do.

We invite you to a special fellowship 

hour featuring a salad bar lunch prior 

to welcoming Lisa Longo from the 

Presbyterian Foundation who will 

speak to us about faith-based giving as 

a response to gratitude in support of 

the mission of PCOP, and to provide for 

the future.

We’re counting upon you to share a 

sweet or savory treat for fellowship 

after worship each Sunday and H2 will 

provide the beverages. 

serving Opportunities: Please see the 

signup sheets in the entryway where 

you can share your time & talents 

this season. We are in need of ushers, 

liturgists, & welcome center staffing.

Harvest 2 Team~ Judy & George Craig, 

Sheila & Frank Ford, Judy Lundeen, Anita 

Kern
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Last month we looked at how Acts 20:35 …. “It is more blessed to 

give than to receive” relates to stewardship. This month I would like 

to look at the relationship of Luke 6:38, Matthew 7:2 and Mark 4:24 

and stewardship.

Luke 6:38; “Give and it will be given you.  A good measure, pressed 

down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your 

lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 

Matthew 7:2; “For in the same way you judge others, you will be 

judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 

Mark 4:24; “”Consider carefully what you hear,” he continued. “With 

the measure you use, it will be measured to you – and even more.”

One phrase that is common to all three passages is “with the 

measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  A good measure, a full 

measure, is one which is “pressed down”, then “shaken” so that it is 

compacted and is then heaped until it is “running over”.  In the NIV 

translation of the Bible, the measure is then poured into your lap. In 

other translations it is given “into your bosom”, which is a fold in the 

robe that today would be called a pocket. Knowing that everything 

that we have comes from the grace of God and that he has put a 

full measure into our bosom, how much of that full measure, our 

measure, are we able to give through our stewardship?

During the month of November, we will wrap up our financial 

Stewardship drive and dedicate our financial measures, our gifts, 

on Commitment Sunday.   Please prayerfully consider how much 

of God’s full measure, a heaping measure, you are able to commit 

to your church, PCOP.  Your measure, your gift, to PCOP not only 

allows us to worship together, but also is given to support many 

worthwhile charities.  Looking at the front page of the bulletin 

prepared by the Harvest 1 team you will see that through our 

generous gifts we are able to support Peace and Global Witness 

Offering, our Warming Center for homeless, Palatine Township 

programs, Christmas Joy Offering, National and Global Disaster 

Assistance, PADS, Journeys Summer Suppers, Garden Ministry, 

One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost Offering and Wings.  Please 

give generously during this year’s financial Stewardship Campaign 

because all our gifts combined mean so much to so many.

Dear God, with compassion for our needs, Jesus stands beside 

us, calling our names.  Let us, with that same grace, pledge our 

measure, our gift, our tithe and offering to serve this world and to 

proclaim far and wide the good news of the resurrection life. Amen.

Elder Bruce Churchill

73
serviCe HOurs rePOrTed 

fOr sePTeMBer

THaNK YOu
On the evening of September 29, PCOP was 

graced with the talents of four incredible artists. 

Hideko Amano, fluteCrystalyn Snow Boyer, 

piano, Young jee Cho, piano, Ingrid Mikolajczyk, 

soprano all performed a concert as a fund raiser 

for PCOP. The event was wonderful and we 

are so thankful to all members and friends of 

members who attended and made this evening 

a success.
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sPiriTuaL 
fiTNess is 

BaCK!
JOiN us TuesdaY 

MOrNiNgs aT 9:30

Kids HOPe 
Andy Tieman, Principal, Winston Campus Elementary

You might not be aware but half of the students who 

attend Winston Campus Elementary live in poverty.  Many 

of our students do not have positive adult relationships 

in their lives.  Their parents love them but many work 

multiple jobs just to put food on the table.  The Kids 

Hope Program fills a void with many of our students.  Our 

mentors become a trusted adult in their life.  Someone 

they can talk to, someone that they can laugh with, 

someone to share stories with, and someone that they can 

play with.  This relationship with a child can change their 

life.  Our students light up when they see their mentor.  

They never want to miss school when they are meeting 

their mentor.  Their grades go up and they make more 

academic growth all because of this relationship.  You can’t 

put into words how much the teachers and staff at Winston Campus Elementary value the Kids Hope Program.  THANK YOU for all the 

care and support you provide our students.  You are truly making a difference in the lives of children. 

OCTOBer fiTNess 
By RJ Kang

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 

your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.   Luke 10:27

How many of you are suffering from stiffness and pain 

in your upper back?  If you are, you might be able to 

relieve some pain by stretching your chest muscles and 

opening your heart, physically.

To stretch the chest:

1. Sit or stand tall with your tail bone tucked to get rid of 

the arch in your lower back.

2. With shoulders down, extend your arms out by 

engaging all the way to your finger tips.

3. Stretch with palms facing forward with thumb 

pointed upward, then turn with thumb pointed 

downward.

4. With your arms extended, open up your hearts by 

bringing your shoulders blades together.

5. Hold the position for three breaths, and repeat at least 

three times.

 
PC(usa) 101

THE FOUNDATIONS OF PRESBYTERIAN POLITY  
THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH I  

GOD’S MISSION 

The good news of the Gospel is that the triune God—Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit— creates, redeems, sustains, rules, and transforms 

all things and all people. This one living God, the Scriptures say, 

liberated the people of Israel from oppression and covenanted to be 

their God. By the power of the Spirit, this one living God is incarnate 

in Jesus Christ, who came to live in the world, die for the world, and 

be raised again to new life. The Gospel of Jesus Christ announces 

the nearness of God’s kingdom, bringing good news to all who are 

impoverished, sight to all who are blind, freedom to all who are op-

pressed, and proclaiming the Lord’s favor upon all creation. 

The mission of God in Christ gives shape and substance to the life 

and work of the Church. In Christ, the Church participates in God’s 

mission for the transformation of creation and humanity by proclaim-

ing to all people the good news of God’s love, offering to all people 

the grace of God at font and table, and calling all people to disciple-

ship in Christ. Human beings have no higher goal in life than to 

glorify and enjoy God now and forever, living in covenant fellowship 

with God and participating in God’s mission. (BOO 2017, F-1.01)
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The cost of governing the Presbyterian Church USA is shared equally, responsibly 

and independently by all members through a Per Capita.  The Per Capita for each 

church member for 2018 is $33.61.  Per Capita is a major funding source for the Pres-

bytery, is requested from all congregations, and, is based on total active membership 

of each church.  Each member is expected to pay the Per Capita every year and all 

churches are expected to pay the full amount.

The 2018 per capita request of PCOP is $5,007.89.  This is based on our 2016 year end 

membership of 149 members.  We paid half of the requested amount to Presbytery 

in July ($2,305.94) and will pay the remainder in December. From our current mem-

bership of 143 active members, we have received Per Capita totaling $1889.67.  This 

represents about 53 members. This covers only 37% of our full year commitment to 

Presbytery.

If you are a pledging member, please check your Quarterly statement to see if you have paid your Per Capita.  If not, please make every 

effort possible to pay your Per Capita by year end. If you are not a pledging member, please check your financial records for the Per Capita 

payment.  If you have not paid your Per Capita, please make every effort possible to pay the Per Capita by year end.  We, PCOP, will pay the 

full amount to Presbytery regardless of what we actually collect, with the shortfall coming from our operating funds.

Thank you.

Per Capita Letter 
By Bruce Churchill

garden Ministry
This past month we have been able to go over to The Palatine Food Pantry 

at least once a week (if not more), but the quantity has still been very 

good!  Harvested items include, peppers, Swiss chard, cucumbers, zucchini, 

jalapenos, beans, kale, eggplant, tomatoes, and different types of squash. 

The garden has slowed down with the cooler temps but we probably will do 

a little more harvesting until it frosts.  The Brussel sprouts should be ready 

by the end of October! As we start cleaning up some of the beds, we could 

use some help.  If anyone has some extra time to work on the garden this 

next month, please let me know.  Of course, the end date always depends of 

the weather. 

Our church and ministry serves our community by helping to supply the 

Pantry’s guests with fresh produce from our garden.  Doing this also helps 

the Pantry save any funds they have to buy fresh items for their guests 

during the winter time. 

We are thankful to be part of this ministry!

Pam Anderson, George Auer, Deanna Brown, Jinny Chieu, Jim Ekeberg, Jack 

Kang, Marge Pearson, Curt Peterson, Jim & Lyn Nawrot

Stewardship is how we use our God-given gifts; it is how we use our talents, our time, and our treasure. These are very familiar words, 

yet they carry a ring of truth. Stewardship is the way we use all of our resources to carry on Christ’s work of reconciliation in the world. 

(PCUSA Stewardship Manual) 

Let us all become active in stewardship by reaching out to the ones who have been disconnected. It is time to be reunited with each 

other as a faith community. Gathering on Sundays to worship is not a religious practice. It is a response to our faith in Jesus Christ. Let us 

all be strengthened by sharing the love of Christ with each other and extending beyond our comfort zone.

Lives...page 1
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uPdaTe frOM PW
The fall is drawing near and summer is coming to an end. While the seasons are changing, our time together is just beginning. In a few 

weeks, our bible study will begin – God’s Promise, I Am with You. It is nine months of finding out more about where, when and why God 

is with us. We have two circles that meet on the third Wednesday of each month from September through May. Grace Circle meets in 

the morning at 9:15 am in the Cosby room for fellowship followed at 9:30 am for 

the study. Rebecca Circle meets in the evenings at someone’s home at 7:00 pm for 

dessert and study. We hope you will join one of the circles for the comradery of 

other PW women.

PW has three fundraisers each year. We have fall 

and spring rummage sales and in December, our 

annual cookie walk complete with Santa. Our fall 

rummage sale is coming up on October 6, 2018. 

The week leading up to the sale is spent sorting 

and placing the items that have been donated in 

designated areas. It requires many hands to set it 

up and to pack it up Saturday afternoon.

There are many opportunities for fellowship with 

PW as well. We have an annual retreat and there 

are usually two additional events planned as well. 

The board estimates that a forty-dollar donation 

from you will assist in the cost of these events, the scholarship fund, special 

assistance and miscellaneous expenses. The rummage sales and cookie walk 

support our mission and church donations. We are grateful for all donations!

Come on out to one of the rummage sales or cookie walk, attend a special event 

that is planned, or come to a circle for bible study. We are sure you will enjoy 

wonderful fellowship and lifelong friendships.

Bev Auer & Kelly Gordon, Co-Moderators

 
Pads MiNisTrY 

Every Wednesday night from October through April, two 

people in the northwest suburbs set their alarms to go off 

somewhere around 2:15 a.m. Thursday morning. These two 

people (one man and one woman) are the ones who will 

work the third shift at our PADS site, relieving the volunteers 

who served 

from 10:45 

p.m. until 3:00 

a.m. In other 

neighboring 

suburbs, five to 

seven students 

who attend 

St. Viator High 

School arise 

around 5:00 a.m. 

every Thursday 

during the PADS 

season in order 

to arrive at PCOP 

by 6:00 a.m. to serve on the clean-up crew. The dedication of 

these people and all who volunteer to serve on one of the five 

shifts each week during the season is what makes this ministry 

work. 

During the 2017-2018 PADS season, we welcomed an average  

 

of 34 guests every Wednesday night, including several families 

with small children. That number was almost 10 more each 

week than the year before. Guests were warmly greeted by 

volunteers and served dinner restaurant-style. All of the dinners 

were prepared by members of five churches in our community 

(St. Theresa Catholic, Prince of Peace Lutheran, Countryside 

Unitarian Universalist, St. Nectarios Greek Orthodox, and St. 

Philip’s Episcopal). In addition to an entrée and two vegetable 

side dishes, dinner included abundant green and fresh fruit 

salads. Topping off each meal was a guest favorite – ice cream 

sundaes. 

Many of our guests during the season are regulars and they 

have come to recognize our church as a warm, welcoming 

respite from the cold nights that winter brings. The hospitality 

and kindness shared with our guests each week by our 

volunteers is our vision statement in action as we create 

community, bringing together all kinds of people where there 

is room for all at the table… being living examples of Christ’s 

welcome, offering food and shelter, nurture and comfort… 

serving God by serving our neighbors.

If you would like to be part of this important ministry or you 

know someone who would, please contact Elaine Schmucker 

(847-776-5816).

2018 – 2019  PADS Leadership Team 

Tom Kenter, Anita Kern, Barbara Churchill, Jan Anderson, Elaine 

Schmucker, Pam Anderson, Wayne Mroz

Ce Opportunity – sunday, 
October 14 at 11:30

domestic violence Program
Speakers:  Ji Hye Kim – KAN-WIN 

Associate Director

Pastor RJ Kang – Presbyterian Church 
of Palatine 

Come and learn about issues related 
to domestic violence and the struggles 

of immigrant victims.

Please join us!  Lunch will be served 
for all those attending.
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S U N D A Y T U E S D A Y T H U R S D A YM O N D A Y W E D N E S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y

October 2018
8am Men’s Group 
@ Billy’s

8am Men’s Group

8am Men’s Group9:30a Spiritual 
Fitness  
7pm Joint Deacon/
Session

9:30a Spiritual 
Fitness  
7pm Stewardship

9:30a Spiritual 
Fitness

9:30a Spiritual 
Fitness 
7pm Session

7p PADS

7p PADS

7p PADS

7p PADS

7p PADS

9am Choir 
10am Worship  
11:15am Fellowship 
11:30am Choir

9am Choir 
10am Worship  
11:15am Fellowship 
11:30am Choir 
11:30 Adult CE 
7pm ALPHA Ministry

9am Choir 
10am Worship  
11:15am Fellowship 
11:30am Choir 
11:30 Adult CE - 
Domestic Violence 

9am Choir 
10am Worship  
11:15am Fellowship 
11:30am Choir 
11:30 Adult CE 
7pm ALPHA Ministry

Visit us online at palatinepres.org 

World Communion Sunday
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We Pray for…
refugees

Linda Baumgart, as she 

begins treatment for 

cancer

Janet Bedsole, 

undergoing treatment 

for cancer

an end to terrorism 

in our nation and 

throughout the world

those who have suffered 

loss as a result of 

natural disasters

an end to discrimination

all who are homeless 

 

vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri 

and Cindy Kohlmann, 

Co-Moderators of the 

223rd  PC(usa) general 

assembly

Jinny Chieu, Bev May, 

Marge Weld, Jim 

ekeberg, the Bastiani 

family,  

Judy Bovenmyer, 

Jack Bovenmyer, van 

Brokaw, and Kathy 

Bradley for healing

peace in our 

hearts, our 

families, our 

communities, 

our nation & 

our world


