
1

PC(USA) has launched a Matthew 25 initiative.  This 
was developed in response to an exhortation from the 
General Assemblies of 2016 and 2018 to take seriously 
our calling to actively engage in the world around us. 
By acting boldly and compassionately to serve people 
who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned, or poor we 
believe that our corporate and individual faith is made 
more vital and we are opened to new and creative 
possibilities to serve as ambassadors of God’s love in 
the world. 

This initiative has three specific focus areas. They are: 
• Building congregational vitality by challenging people 
and congregations to deepen their faith and get 
actively and joyfully engaged with their community 
and the world.

• Dismantling structural racism by advocating and 
acting to break down the systems, practices, and 
thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice, 
and oppression of people of color. 

• Eradicating systemic poverty by working to change 
laws, policies, plans, and structures in our society that 
perpetuate economic exploitation of people who are 
poor.

Today, I want to address what building congregational 
vitality means.  

The Presbyterian Mission Agency of the PC(USA) 
proposes that there are seven marks to help us 
determine our current level of vitality — and then 
various processes for self-assessment, discernment, 
and a renewed commitment to the habits that foster 
an energetic engagement with the Spirit’s work in the 
world.  Here are the seven marks:

 1.  A commitment to forming disciples over every 
member’s lifetime. This leads first to personal 
transformation as people put on the heart of Christ, 
and then to social transformation as people joyfully 
go forth into the community and tackle the issues 
facing today’s culture.

 2.  Embracing the call to evangelism. We show 
forth the love of Christ by our actions and our lives 
even more than by our words. Our relationships are 
genuine and caring. People know we are Christians 
by our love.

 3.  An outward focus. Our church is not a place to 
escape from the world, but rather our gateway to 
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During the month of September, we were able to go over to the Food 
Pantry twice a week.  Plenty of tomatoes, zucchini, squash, peppers, beans, 
kale, herbs, swiss chard, and cucumbers were harvested!

With the October cooler weather, our trips have gone down to once a week, 
but we hope to continue producing until the end of the month. Oct 26 is 
our clean-up date and we could use some help!  If anyone has some time to 
help us close the garden for the winter, let us know.

The families of the Pantry have certainly appreciated the fresh produce they 
received from our garden.  We are always looking for more gardeners. God 
provides the space for us to provide so that we can share our abundance 
with others.  Please consider joining this ministry next year!

Pam Anderson, George Auer, Jinny Chieu, Jim Ekeberg, Marge Pearson, Curt 
Peterson, Jim & Lyn Nawrot
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Coming Soon: HarveSt 2!

October 20 – November 30

Will You Make a Covenant with God? Write it Down!

Worship 
During the season of Harvest 2 we will celebrate 
covenants with God and each other during worship 
as we hear from members of our body about personal 
commitments / covenants each Sunday, elect new 
deacons and ruling elders on October 20, and ordain 
and install those new officers on November 10. On 
November 17 we will have the opportunity to renew 
our covenant with God as we dedicate our financial 
pledges for the coming year and celebrate sharing our 
time and gifts through service on season teams.

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated by intinction 
on November 3 (including home communion) and 
November 24.

mission 
We are committing to provide five baskets of items for 
the Palatine Township’s annual drive to provide all of 
the ingredients needed for a traditional Thanksgiving 
dinner for under resourced families in our community.

Our PADS shelter guests are always in need of socks, 
especially as we enter winter months, so we will be 
facilitating a sock drive.

adult education 
Rev. Jeff Deardorff will lead a discussion of covenant-
making following worship. (Date TBD).

Fellowship 
On November 3 plan to join us for a scavenger hunt! 
We’ll be searching for Palatine landmarks and facilities 
that represent covenant-making. Details coming soon!

H2 will host a potluck luncheon to celebrate 
Commitment Sunday on November 17.

garDen miniStrY

Join Pastor RJ on Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.. for some  
“Spiritual Fitness” in the Cosby Room starting October 10. 
The one-hour light exercise sessions will continue through 

Thursday, November 21, before taking a break for the 
holidays (resuming January 9). Childcare can be arranged 

with prior notice.
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our community where we may be the hands, feet, 
heart, and mouth of Jesus Christ for people who are 
suffering or marginalized.

 4.  Empowering every member to discover their 
individual calling and the gifts God has given them 
so they can go forth and serve.

 5.  Spirit-inspired worship that challenges, teaches, 
transforms, convicts, and energizes us so when we 
are sent out we have experienced the wonder of 
God and are changed for the better from when we 
arrived.

 6.  Caring relationships modeled on God’s love. We 
open our doors and hearts to all people, and we 
build relationships modeled on God’s love which 
leads to genuine reconciliation and peace.

 7.  Congregations with healthy systems. Our mission 
focuses are clear. There are fiscal responsibility and 
accountability. We have thoughtful decision-making 
structures. Our leaders and staff enjoy a sustainable 

balance of work/rest time.

( I will address the other two focuses in the November 
and December articles.)

Through the national church, we will be provided with 
resources, training materials, devotional and preaching 
aids, success stories, curricula, and more to help us 
strengthen relationships, transform our church to serve 
our mission, and to live as God’s disciples.

This month, I will recommend that the session officially 
declare PCOP a PC(USA) Matthew 25 church. Evidenced 
by the work we do and our commitments to mission 
and service we are already a Matthew 25 church.  By 
officially pledging ourselves as Matthew 25 church, we 
are making a public declaration to partner with mid 
councils to “serve the least of these” in our community 
and around the world.

Source:  https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/
matthew-25/vitality/

cont. Page 1, Matthew...

SPiritUaL FitneSS 
CLaSSeS reSUme

Spiritual Fitness is our personal mission to serve God!

Fitness is Self-Care, that involves discernment 
because…

 • You are a whole person, not just a soul. 

The Bible teaches us that God designed us as 
multifaceted, with a body, mind, spirit, heart, and 
soul that make up our whole being—and that all 
of those parts of us are made to love and serve the 
Lord. 

“30 you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.” Mark 12:30

“May your spirit and soul and body be kept 
sound  and blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 1 Thess. 5:23

 • Stewardship is an act of worship. 

Worship isn’t just the “spiritual” things like read-
ing our Bibles or praying. It’s surrendering all of 
ourselves to God’s best for our lives. 

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies 
of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what 
is good and acceptable and perfect. “ Romans 12:1– 
2

What does this mean practically? It means valu-
ing drinking water while still running to Christ for 
living water, eating healthy food and also letting 
Jesus feed and nourish your soul, and enjoying 
walks for exercise while also attending to your 
walk in the Spirit. 

Come and join rJ on thursdays at 
9:30am!  all are welcome.

• Communion will be served 11/3 and 11/24.

• The new roof over the narthex and entryway and the repair 

to the CE wing roof are complete.  The cost was $20,670 plus 

$680 for gutters. The session has approved applying for a loan 

through PCUSA Investment.

• Thank you to Jack Kang and Jan Lohs for their market re-

search for PCOP.  Their presentation to the congregation will be 

hosted by the Harvest 2 Season Team.  Date to be determined.

HigHligHts of september 24, 2019 session meeting



4

PC (U.S.a.)  101
Belhar Confession

The Constitution of PC(USA) is 
composed of the Book of Order 
and the Book of Confessions.  
The Book of Order gives the 
rationale and description 

and function of the church at all levels,  The Book of 
Confessions outlines the beliefs of PC(USA) which now 
includes the Belhar Confession.

Throughout the Harvest 1 season, we have been 
using an excerpt from the Belhar Confession as our 
“Affirmation of Faith” during worship.  The Belhar 
Confession (Afrikaans:  Belydenis Van Belhar) is a 
Christian statement of faith written in Afrikaans in 1982 
and was adopted by PC U.S.A. at the 222nd General 
Assembly (GA) on June 22, 2016.

The Belhar Confession was drafted as an anti-apartheid 
movement to respond against racism, injustice, and 
poverty.  It emerged as a witness of Christian faith 
against the sins of racism and focuses on major themes 
of unity, reconciliation, and justice in the context of 
the church’s Trinitarian belief.  It is written by “those 
who were themselves oppressed under the apartheid 
system”.

Godfrey Betha, vice moderator of the United Reformed 
Church of South Africa, addressed the assembly stating 
that when PC(USA) adopted this confession into the 
Book of Confession, the decision “affirms you say to your 
children, you say to all, ‘When you come to us looking 
for a glimmer of racism, don’t come to our church.’”

The Belhar Confession was recommended to the 
2010 GA but was not accepted until 2016 due to 
the conservatives’ fear of the church’s promotion 

and acceptance of homosexual ordination and 
marriage.  Though the confession does not mention 
the sexuality or marriage issues, Belhar is focused on 
unity, reconciliation, and justice which the church 
may find to shed light on a wide variety of issues.  The 
“Confessions address the issues, problems, dangers, and 
opportunities of a given historical situation.” (BOC pp. 
xv)

The Special Committee on the Confession of Belhar 
proposed that the General Assembly adopt an 
Accompanying Letter to express its conviction that 
Belhar is important for our church. It begins with these 
words: 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is again facing a critical 
time in its history. We are rent apart by division and 
schism, we have yet to directly confront and confess 
the racism that has been a significant force in our own 
history, and we have shown a failure of resolve to make 
courageous stands for justice. We believe that the 
Confession of Belhar, a profound statement on unity, 
reconciliation, and justice in the church, comes to us as a 
word from God for this particular time and place for the 
PC(USA). 

We understand confession as both the church’s response to 
human sin and as a witness to our faith. Confession by the 
church is necessary because sin is present in social injustice 
and our conscious or unconscious participation in human 
suffering. Confession is not a way to cast aspersions or 
in any way denigrate, castigate, or delimit any person or 
group of persons. We the church are called to confess sin 
because the Word of God as revealed in and through the 
life of Jesus Christ and the Holy Scriptures calls us to bear 
witness to a just, loving, and compassionate Creator.

Fall 
Rummage 

Sale

Fall 
Rummage 

Sale

The Presbyterian Women would like to thank 

everyone who contributed to make our fall 

rummage sale such a success.  Thank you for 

your donations.  Thank you for helping set up the 

merchandise.  Thank you for making items for the 

bake sale.  Thank you for working the day of the 

sale and a big Thank you to those that helped with 

clean up and loaded the trailer.  We had all ages 

working to make this such a success.  We made 

a profit of $955.27 which will be donated to the 

church’s operating fund.  Our spring rummage sale 

is scheduled for Sat. May 16, 2020 so, start saving 

your rummage for us!
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Stewardship report
goD ProviDeS, WiLL YoU?
The theme of RJ’s sermon for September 22 was 
“God understands our struggles, will you lean on 
God?”  In that sermon RJ told a story about a young 
lady that was “tired of fighting and struggling all the 
time.” This year our church is struggling financially.  
So, as you read the story below please think of 
adversity as our church’s financial struggles.

Once upon a time, a daughter complained to her 
father that her life was miserable and that she didn’t 
know how she was going to make it.  She was tired 
of fighting and struggling all the time.

Her father, a chef, took her to the kitchen.  He 
filled three pots of water and placed each on high 
fire.  Once the three pots began to boil, he placed 
potatoes in one pot, eggs in the second pot and 
ground coffee beans in the third pot.  He then let 
them sit and boil. After twenty minutes he turned 
off the burners. He took the potatoes out of the 
pot and placed them in a bowl. He pulled the eggs 
out and placed them in a bowl. He then ladled the 
coffee out and placed it in a cup.

Turning to her, he asked, “what do you see?”  The 
daughter replied hastily, “Potatoes, eggs and coffee.”

Her father said, “touch the potatoes.”  She did and 
noted that they were soft.

He then asker her to take an egg and break it.  After 
pulling off the shell, she observed the hard-boiled-
egg.

Finally, he asked her to sip the coffee.  Its rich aroma 
brought a smile to her face.

The daughter asked, “Dad, what does this mean?”

He then explained that the potatoes, the eggs and 
the coffee beans had each faced the same adversity 
– the boiling water.  However, each one reacted 
differently.  The potato went in strong, hard and 
unrelenting, but in boiling water, it became soft 
and weak. The egg was fragile, with the outer shell 
protecting its liquid interior until it was put in the 
boiling water.  The inside of the egg became hard.  
However, the ground coffee beans were unique.  
After they were exposed to boiling water, they 
changed the water and created something new.

“Which one are you?” he asked his daughter.  
“When adversity knocks on your door, how do 
you respond?  Are you a potato, an egg or a coffee 
bean?”

 
 
RJ went on to say that “in life, things happen around 
us, things happen to us, but the only thing that truly 
matters is how we choose to react and what we 
make out of it.  Life is all about learning, adopting 
and converting all the struggles that we experience 
into something positive.  And, with only our own 
strength, all these will seem impossible, but with 
God, we’ll be able to see hope and the light of 
possibilities that seemed impossible.”

After seven years of small surpluses at year end, we 
are projecting a loss this year. Of the three possible 
outcomes to facing the adversity of financial loss: 
soft and weak, hard, or something new, we have 
chosen to try some new things to help bolster our 
financial position this year and in the future. We 
have applied for a grant from Chicago Presbytery to 
cover the salary for a Christian Education Director 
for the next three years.  We have been assured that 
we will receive the grant once we complete the 
paperwork, have an assessment and some training.  
We also are applying for a loan from Presbyterian 
Investment and Loan Programs to cover the cost of 
some much-needed repairs.  We are in the process 
of completing that paperwork and feel certain that 
the loan will be approved.

How will you react to a financial loss this year and 
the prospect of a loss next year?  Will you become 
soft and weak and say “oh, that is just the way it is 
going to be, there is nothing that I can do to change 
it”, or hard saying “I already give, don’t ask me to 
give more!”, or will you lean on God and become 
part of something new by praying for our church’s 
financial position and asking God how you can be 
involved in creating something new at our church?   

Please help us become something new by giving 
cheerfully and abundantly to this year’s giving 
campaign.

God provides, will you?

96
ServiCe HoUrS rePorteD 

For SePtemBer

The Session of the Presbyterian 
Church of Palatine has called for a 

Congregational Meeting to be held 
during worship on Sunday, October 20, 

for the purpose of electing officers.
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S U n D A Y T U E S D A Y T H U R S D A YM O n D A Y W E D n E S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y

october 2019
8am Men’s Group 
@ Billy’s

8am Men’s Group

8am Men’s Group

8am Men’s Group 7pm Session

7pm Stewardship7pm Deacons

9:30am PW Board 
7pm PADS

9:30am Spirtiual Fitness

9:30am Spirtiual Fitness

9:30am Spirtiual Fitness

9:30am Spirtiual Fitness

7pm PADS 
7pm ALPHA Ministry

9am Grace Circle 
7pm Rebecca Circle 
7pm ALPHA Ministry 
7pm PADS

7pm PADS

7pm PADS

10am Worship  
11:15am Fellowship 
11:30am Choir

9am Choir 
10am Worship  
11:15am Fellowship 
11:30am Choir

9am Choir 
10am Worship  
11:15am Fellowship 
11:30am Choir 
11:30am Adult Ed 

9am Choir 
10am Worship 
11:15am Fellowship 
11:30am Choir 
11:30am Adult Ed

Visit us online at palatinepres.org 
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We Pray for…
all who are homeless

refugees

an end to terrorism 

in our nation and 

throughout the world

those who have suffered 

loss as a result of 

natural disasters

vilmarie Cintrón-olivieri 

and Cindy Kohlmann, 

Co-moderators of the 

223rd  PC(USa) general 

assembly

marge Weld, Jim 

ekeberg, nancy 

Chierico, Lillian grandt, 

Jack Bovenmyer, Judy 

Bovenmyer, Kathy 

Bradley, and van 

Brokaw for healing

peace in our hearts, our 

families, our 

communities, 

our nation & 

our world

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed


