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“Therefore, if you have any encouragement 

from being united with Christ, if any comfort 

from his love, if any common sharing in the 

Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then 

make my joy complete by being like-

minded, having the same love, being one in 

spirit and of one mind.”  Philippians 2:1-2

In the last two months, I have written about 

the attitude that will be required of us to 

make our small church mighty.  The positive 

thinking we need to exercise by seeking 

gratitude in all from small moments to great, 

from sadness to joy.  This can be done, but 

making it last is a most difficult task that 

takes commitment and effort.

If we think about the history of our church, 

it is easy for us to be discouraged.  Once, this 

church was economically sound and viable 

in size.  There were elaborate Vacation Bible 

Schools, active youth groups, and multiple 

services.  The Sunday offerings were such 

that many missions were accomplished and 

supported financially.  As we observe in 

hindsight, money alone could not sustain the 

grand church.  

Instead of reminiscing the past, we need to 

realize that God is the One who determines 

the success of God’s people, not us or our 

money or our efforts. Our part is to strive 

to follow God’s lead.  We must believe that 

everything we do, no matter the size, serves 

God.  God is working with us to help us grow 

in grace, knowledge, and truth.  Mistakes 

were made, and situations happened which 

caused pain.  And these things come with 

consequences we must bear.   But we cannot 

forget that through God’s grace, we are 

shown the light.  

If this is the case, we need to have 

the Luke 12:48 approach: For everyone 

to whom much is given, from him much 

will be required; and to whom much has 

been committed, of him they will ask the 

more. Undoubtedly, God has given us 

much, more than we ever deserved. What 

we must ask ourselves is, “What are we 

doing with it, and what is our attitude in 

doing it?”

We must approach God with wills to give 

of ourselves, our time, our efforts, our 

money, and perhaps even our lives. God 

is a cheerful giver, giving us more than 

we can even measure. But we must be 

willing to give according to God’s will, not 

ours.  We cannot give with an attitude of 

“I want”, but to give as an offering. And, in 

giving, we need to decipher what our gifts 

are instead of being led by “I want”.

We need to recognize the potential we 

have with God’s help.  I see great potential 

witnessing our PCOP community, filled 

with loving and accepting people of faith.  

We can continue to grow and become 

a stronger faith community as long as 

our desires are to serve God, instead of 

seeking self-fulfillment. 
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HarveSt 1
Sept 9-Oct 20

The theme for the Harvest 1 season comes 

from Joshua 24:15— “As for me and my 

household, we will serve the Lord.”

We serve the Lord through Worship

• The offering of Communion will be on 

Sept. 9th and October 7th by intinction

We serve the Lord through Christian 

education

• The children, years 5 and older, will 

have a short CE Class each week using 

the curriculum “Growing in Grace and 

Gratitude”, led by  

Chloe and Madison Kang

• Pastor Kang will lead two classes for 

prospective members on September 16th 

and 23rd.  The first class will cover church 

polity, basic Presbyterian theology and 

history.  All members are invited to attend 

the class on Sept. 16th.  On Sept. 23rd, 

the class will include the introduction of 

committees and discuss the ministries and 

missions at PCOP.

• The sharing of a daily devotional from the 

Peace and Global Witness program

• A speaker from KAN-WIN, Korean American 

Women in Need, will come on October 14th 

to discuss Domestic Violence Awareness. 

Pastor Kang will also lead a program 

of awareness to this issue and how we 

can extend God’s peace to those who 

need assistance. A light luncheon will be 

served. This program will be open to the 

community.

We Serve the Lord through Mission

• On Sept. 23rd we will commission our 

Kids Hope volunteers and on Sept. 30th we 

will commission our PADS volunteers.  We 

celebrate the continued blessings of these 

ministries.

• In this Season of Peace, we will take the 

Peace and Global Witness Offering 

•  A portion of this offering will support 

KAN-WIN, Korean American Women in Need. 

We will also collect items that are needed by 

WINGS, Women In Need Growing Stronger, 

our local organization helping women 

We serve the Lord through Fellowship 

and encouraging one another

• On Sept. 9th, we will have a potluck lunch 

after worship to kick off the new year of 

service to our Lord.  Please bring a dish to 

share.

• On September 29th, Session will sponsor 

a concert open to the community.  Bring a 

friend.

• The congregation is encouraged to bring 

treats to share during fellowship hour.

So the rally cry for this season is “As for me 

and my household, we will serve the Lord!”

Let’s see what God will do through us!

 

Pentecost I members are: Mary Kenter, Bev 

Auer, Jane Hollander, Lyn Nawrot, Nancy 

Briggs and Consultant Kathy Ekeberg

The scripture readings scheduled for the 

season of Pentecost 2 (P2) led us to the 

theme “Trust in the Lord’s Blessings” and 

that theme was a guide for us as we planned 

activities for the season.

We trusted in the Lord’s Blessings by hosting 

an outdoor Saturday evening worship 

service and picnic.

Thankfully we ended up having beautiful 

weather, amazing attendance, bountiful 

dinner items, and more desserts than 

anyone could have anticipated.

We also trusted that we would be blessed 

with abundant treats for fellowship each 

week, and guess what? THERE WERE!!!

Our mission focus during P2 was the 

Palatine Township’s Project Apple Tree 

campaign.

We 

collected: 

16 back 

packs, 

3 pencil 

cases,2 

pairs of 

scissors, 2 

boxes of 

Kleenex, 

7 3-ring 

binders, 5 packs of colored pencils, 1 box 

of crayons, 1 box of markers, 2 packs of 

highlighters, 7 pink erasers, 2 packs of 

pens, 1 composition notebook, 1 pack of 

loose-leaf paper, 1 bottle of hand sanitizer, 

13 folders, 22 glue sticks, 197 pencils, 26 

sharpies, 13 rulers, 2,400 index cards and 

32 spiral notebooks!!!! This was SO MUCH 

MORE than could have been anticipated 

and was truly a blessing from the Lord for all 

the children in our community who will be 

better prepared for the school year because 

of the supplies we collected.

Adult Ed went digital this season. 

Smartphone users were asked to download 

the daily devotional from the You Version 

Bible App and share the daily verse with 

someone (they might text, call, email, or 

send a card or note). We would encourage 

you to continue reading the daily verse 

offered and sharing when you feel called to 

do so.

The P2 team would like to thank everyone 

for their enthusiastic participation in the 

2018 season.

Chris Barr, Bill Bedsole, Janet Bedsole and 

Robin Dillon

P2 teaM WraP-uP
July 22-Sept 2
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Last month RJ gave me four scriptures to think about as I was 

writing the Stewardship article for the Spirit Sightings.  This month 

I would like to explore with you the first of those scriptures, Acts 

20:35.  This has been a real learning experience for me and I hope it 

is for you also. 

Acts was written by Luke between AD 63 and 70 as a historical 

record of the early Christian church.  It reveals how Christianity was 

founded, organized and solved its problems with lessons and living 

examples of the work of the Holy Spirit, church relationships and 

organization, the implications of grace, and the law of love. The 

second half of Acts, including Acts 20, is focused primarily on Paul’s 

missionary journeys to many countries north of the Mediterranean 

Sea where Paul and his companions presented the gospel to the 

Jews and the Gentiles.  Many received the Good News with joy and 

new churches were started, and new believers began to grow in 

the Christian life. (Introduction to Acts in the Life Application Study 

Bible, pages 1800 and 1801.) 

Paul was a tentmaker.  He supported himself and others who 

travelled with him by this trade.  In Acts 20:34 Paul states 34 “You 

yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own 

needs and the needs of my companions.” This is a fitting preamble 

to Acts 20:35. 35 “And I have been a constant example of how you 

can help those in need by working hard. You should remember the 

words of the Lord Jesus: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”

We practice stewardship all year long as we give our time, talents 

and treasure to support our church and our ministries.  It is time to 

renew our financial pledge to our Lord on Commitment Sunday this 

fall.  Our pledge and our gifts are in response to our commitment 

and thanksgiving to our Lord Jesus for all the blessings in our lives.

Like Paul, it is through our hard work that we are able to support 

ourselves and our families.  Also, like Paul, we are able to give a 

portion of what we earn through our hard work to help those in 

need by supporting our church.  It is through these gifts that we 

live the words of our Lord Jesus, “It is more blessed to give than to 

receive.”

Lord, Paul worked hard to supply enough for himself and enough 

extra, an abundance, so he could help support his companions.  

Please help us to recognize the abundance in our life, an abundance 

that has been provided by you, and to return that abundance to 

you so that we can continue to minister to our church family, our 

community, our country and our world.  When we are able to share 

our gift of abundance we will realize that “it is more blessed to give 

than to receive.” Amen.      

 Elder Bruce Churchill 

Saturday, SePteMBer 29, 7PM
$15 donatIon SuggeSted
aLL are WeLCoMe

27
ServICe HourS rePorted 

For auguSt
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SPIrItuaL 
FItneSS IS 

CoMIng 
BaCk!

JoIn uS tueSday 
MornIngS at 9:30

FIrSt CLaSS 
SePteMBer 11

kIdS HoPe 
Kelly Gordon, Director

Kids Hope will be kicking off their 5th year at Winston Campus 

Elementary on September 17, 2018. I am truly grateful for the 

mentors and prayer partners who share their time and gifts 

with an at risk student for one hour each week for 30 weeks.

“Hope is the indispensable 

fuel for all human 

action. When hope dies, 

motivation dies. There is 

no longer any reason to 

try anything. But once 

hope enters a child’s heart, 

anything is possible.” - 

Author and pastor, John 

Ortberg

“The most abundant 

resource in every church 

is the capacity for its 

members to share love. 

Person to person. With 

no agenda. And no 

expectations. Just show up. 

Giving individual attention to students at school grows harder 

every year. Larger class sizes and smaller budgets means fewer 

adults to connect with more kids.

The obvious solution: Send the adults where they’re needed and 

can make an immediate difference—into schools.

Welcome to Kids Hope USA.”

Five years ago, Principal Tieman met with Pastor Teri and the 

Illinois KHUSA representative, Annette to inquire if the church 

would be interested in the Kids Hope program.  When the call 

was made for mentors and prayer partners, we had 20 people 

involved. Over the last 5 years, life circumstances have changed 

for some of our mentors and they have needed to leave the 

program while other people have come on board.

We have had a number of students come and go in the 

program. Some have moved, some decided the program was 

not for them, some are still in the program and some have 

graduated but whatever the reason, the Kids Hope program 

was there to give hope to the students involved.

It is a wonderful program that receives as much as it gives. 

Won’t you consider being part of Kids Hope?
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Mark 12:30-31 New International Version (NIV)

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind 

and with all your strength.” The second is this: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no 

commandment greater than these. 

We are all bad at self-care!  And, this is because “self-care” has been misinterpreted in 

many ways as being selfish.  But Jesus teaches us that love begins with our health and 

well-being.  However, self-care is not easy because we have to be mindful of ourselves, 

and it does involve exercise in the world of stationary life.

So many suffer from shoulder pain and lower back pain that can be prevented with 

a few minutes of very small movements.  Let’s begin with neck stretches to alleviate 

shoulder distress.

 1. Sit up tall with abs engaged without arching lower back. 

 2. Drop your head forward and let the gravity help with the beginning of  

      stretch. 

 3. Breathe deeply by relaxing your head and shoulders. 

 4. And more… 

      a. Link your fingers and GENTLY place them at the base of the head. 

      b. Relax arms while hands rest on the base of the head.  NEVER pull.  You are allowing the weight of your arms to  

           work with the gravity to stretch. 

      c. You should feel a nice gentle stretch and relief from upper back tension. 

 5. After a few breaths, release your arms and slowly lift up your head. 

 6. Slowly drop your head to the left and repeat. 

 7. And more… 

      a. GENTLY lay your hand on the left side of the head and allow the gravity to help with the stretch. 

      b. NEVER PULL. 

 8. Repeat on the right side.

Self Care – “too Hard” 
By Rev RJ Kang

garden Ministry
The Palatine Food Pantry has been receiving produce from our garden 

two times a week for the last two months now.  Harvested items include, 

peppers, Swiss chard, rhubarb, cucumbers, zucchini, jalapenos, tomatoes, 

beans, kale, eggplant, squash, broccoli, and lots of tomatoes! The volunteers 

at the Pantry continue to rave about the assortment of fresh veggies for 

their guests.

We have been fortunate to have had rain, so the pro is that we haven’t had 

to water the last two weeks and the veggies are growing fast. The con is that 

with the inconsistency of rain, and sometimes getting too much water, it’s 

not good for the tomatoes and they are tending to split faster.    

The garden will continue to produce in the month of September, but is 

expected to slow down as some of the vegetables have ended their life 

cycle.  As we start cleaning up some of the beds, we could use some help.  If 

anyone has some extra time to work on the garden the end of September, 

beginning of October, please let Lyn Nawrot know.  Of course, the end date 

always depends of the weather.

A special “Thank You” to George Auer, Jack Kang, Deanna and Mike Brown 

for sprucing up our landscape around the church grounds by laying down 

mulch. George has also been tending to the planters in the front of the 

church (by the cross), and they continue to look great!

Pam Anderson, George Auer, Jinny Chieu, Robin Dillon, Jim 

Ekeberg, Jack Kang, Marge Pearson, Curt Peterson, Jim & Lyn 

Nawrot
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September 2018
8am Men’s Group 
@ Billy’s

8am Men’s Group

8am Men’s Group 
7pm Fall Concert

9:30a Spiritual 
Fitness  
7pm Session

9:30a Spiritual 
Fitness  
7pm Stewardship

9:30a Spiritual 
Fitness

9am Choir 
10am Worship  
11:15am Fellowship 
11:30am Choir 
11:30am Harvest 1 
Kick-off Pot Luck

10am Worship  
11:15am Fellowship 
7pm ALPHA Ministry

9am Choir 
10am Worship  
11:15am Fellowship 
11:30am Choir 
11:30 Inquirers’ Class 
7pm ALPHA Ministry

9am Choir 
10am Worship  
11:15am Fellowship 
11:30am Choir 
11:30 Inquirers’ Class 

9am Choir 
10am Worship  
11:15am Fellowship 
11:30am Choir 
7pm ALPHA Ministry

Visit us online at palatinepres.org 
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We Pray for…
refugees

Linda Baumgart, as 

she discerns treatment 

options

Janet Bedsole, 

undergoing treatment 

for cancer

Jinny Chieu, awaiting 

test results

an end to terrorism 

in our nation and 

throughout the world

those who have suffered 

loss as a result of 

natural disasters

an end to discrimination

all who are homeless

vilmarie Cintrón-olivieri 

and Cindy kohlmann, 

Co-Moderators of the 

223rd  PC(uSa) general 

assembly

Wendy denton, Bev 

May, Marge Weld, Jim 

ekeberg, the Bastiani 

family, 

Judy Bovenmyer, 

Jack Bovenmyer, van 

Brokaw, and kathy 

Bradley for healing

peace in our 

hearts, our 

families, our 

communities, 

our nation & 

our world


